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Jobe Monck Maſon, Bly 


N looking out for a Patron to 
countenance a Work, meant to 
ſerve the Cauſe of Truth and Good 
Manners, it would be impoſſible to 
overlook him who has ſo eminently 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf in the Defence 
and Protection of both: Your general 
Character would direct even a Stran- 


ger where to apply upon ſuch an Oc- 
caſion. 


Goop Senſe, Good Nature, and a 
courteous, affable Deportment, are 
the Qualities whereby You are diſtin- 
guiſned. For the Truth of this, I 
appeal to the large Circle of thoſe 
who are acquainted with Your man- 
ner of Thinking and Conyerſing; and 
who have always thought themſelves 
happy in the leaſt Degree of Inti-. 


macy , 


iv DEDICATION. 


macy with You, and been ambitious 


of recommending themſelves on that 
account. 


Tux Voice of Prejudice may fill 
our Ears, without informing our 
Minds; but as Experience diſpels thoſe 
Miſts from before our Eyes, we may 
boldly aſſert the Truth, and declare 
our ſettled Vpinin, 


You ſe, Sir, it is :mpoſſible for 
ſome People to cſeape a Dedication : 
However, I muſt ſue for Pardon, 
in thus preſuming to offer You a 
Work ſo unworthy of Your Patron- 
age: But I could not forbear the firſt 
Opportunity of profeſſing myſelf, 
what I hope You will give me n 
ever to be, 


Your moſt Obeatent, Obliged, 
And Humble & er vant, 


JEOFFRY WAGSTAFFE. 
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Ee moe falaque nuper bibibunt werha fide; 
Greco fonte cadent, parce detorta. Hor. 


New words, and lately made, ſhall credit claim, 
If from a Grecian ſource they gently ſtream. 


R. Locke tells us in his chapter of mixed 
modes, that there are words in every: lan- 
guage, which cannot be rendered by any 

one ſingle word of another: for the faſhions and cuſ- 
toms of one nation ' make ſeveral combinations. of 
ideas, which another never had any occaſion to make. 
Such were Oftraciſm among the Greeks, and Proſcrip- 
tion among the Romans, | 

There 1s in every language, no doubt, a peculiar 
idiom, which often ariſes too from the genius and 
won of the people by whom it is ſpoken, -as well 
as from their manners and cuſtoms. For inſtance, 
we have many words which to us are plain' enough, 
Vor. II. B but 
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but to a man who is unacquainted with our manners 
and cuſtoms, would be quite unintelligible : ſuch as 
Liberty, Freedom and Independency, Free Citizen, Free 
Preſs, Committee, and ſoforth. Suppoſe theſe terms 
tranſlated literally into any other language, what 
wrong notions would a foreigner conceive of them, 
and how inadequate would his ideas be to their true 
meaning? He could never imagine that the three firſt 
of theſe fine, ſpecious words, were only a political 
cant, made uſe of by artful, deſigning fellows, in 
order to inſpire the lower claſs of the people with an 
enthuſiaſtic kind of madneſs, againſt all manner of 
ſubjection to their ſuperiors, in order to aggrandize 
themſelves. How could we convey to him an ade- 
quate idea of the complex term, Free-Citigen, unleſs 
by a paraphraſe? as by defining him to be a well- 
meaning perſon, who is led aſtray by the falſe orato- 
ry, and blinded by. the wicked inſinuations of men of 
mean birth and low education, who make a tool of 
him to gratify their ambition or avarice. 

As for the terms Free Preſs, and Committee of the 
Free Preſs, we could never explain them ſo well as 
by giving one of the Freeman's Journals to a ſtranger 
to read ; be weuld then perceive clearly, that the 
freedom of this preſs conſiſted in an aſſumed licenti- 
ouſneſs to abuſe, vilify and traduce, in the loweſt 
Grub-ſtreet, the gt, the lord mayor and alder- 
men; and, in ſhort, whomſoever they diſlike. He 
would, no doubt, be much ſurprized at the wonder- 
ful mildneſs of our g- t, who ſuffer ſuch 
ſcurrility and ribaldry to paſs unpuniſhed. 

Mr. Locke alſo obſerves, that the change of cuſ- 
toms and opinions brings with it new combinations of 
ideas, which occaſions the conſtant change of lan- 

ages. If this be the caſe, I am certain ours is 
moſt wonderfully changed, at leaft with regard to the 
meaning of many words. For example; what a dif- 
ferent idea do we annex to the word Patriot, from 
what our anceſtors did ? I wiſh, therefore, that ſome 
ingenious perſon would fit down and write a Dic- 
tionary in the manner of Johnſon's, to explain the 
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roper meaning of many vague, undetermined terms, 
— 45 uſe 5 us. 4 It 5 be of vaſt uſe not 
only to foreigners, who are willing to learn our lan- 
guage, but even to many amongſt ourſelves. I would 
not intruſt this work to Johnſon, who has given us a 
very unfair definition of the word Whig, by ſaying it 
ſignifies a kind of four whey. He might, therefore, 
tell us, perhaps, that the word Patriot ſignified an 
animal endued with ſpeech, whoſe whole aim is pow- 
er; whoſe ſole principle is ambition; who, without 
any real love for his country, cheriſhes her, as a 
bawd does a fine girl, in order to ſell her to the great- 
er advantage. 

It is for this reaſon, then, that a Dictionary of this 
kind is much wanted, to prevent things from bein 
miſrepreſented, and honeſt people from being led 
aſtray in matters of this ſort : for many, from ſuch 
a falſe definition of a patriot, for inſtance, would 
—_— him to be as horrible as the one-ey'd Cyclops 
in Virgil. 

Monſtrum horrendum, informe, ingens, cui lumen 


ademptum. 


And very poſſibly by a wrong aſſociation of ideas, 
apply it to that mighty righter of wrongs, that re- 
dreſſor of grievances, that champion of liberty, that 
puiſſant Don Quixote of the freedom and independ- 
ency of his dear, dear fellow-citizens, Phlogos ; 
whereas, this good man is regardleſs of his own fa- 
mily, or even of diſcharging his juſt debts, and 
thinks more of the public good than he does of his 
own private affairs, Here 1s a true patriot indeed, 
who would be more afflicted that one free cobler 
ſhould be oppreſſed in his liberties by the board of 
aldermen, than that all his own children ſhould ſtarve : 
nay, more; I am well aſſured, that this venerable 
Brutus has actually made a facrifice of his ſons to 
his country, by entirely neglecting them, whilſt he 


was in purſuit of thoſe chimerical phantoms which 
enſlaved her liberty, 
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Though I am not a native of this kingdom, yet fo 
great are my regards for the people of it, and parti- 
cularly for my friends, the citizens of Dublin, that I 
could moſt heartily wiſh that ſuch a Dictionary were 
framed, wherein all the technical terms of political 
art, were fully ſet down, in their moſt preciſe mean- 
ing: this would prevent them from falling into many 
errors, and hinder them from being made the ſtalking 
horſes of cunning, inflammatory hypocrites, who take 
their aim at places and penſions: this would be a 
book of moſt univerſal benefit, and as Swift ſays of 
his * 1. Letters, © very proper to be lept in all 

W 


families. 
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Cetera de genere hoc ( adeo ſunt multa) loguacem 
Delaſſare valent Fabiam. Hos. 


But every various inſtance to repeat, 
Would tire even Phlogos, of inceſſant prate. 


N my laſt Speculation I laid down a 72 for a 
1 Dictionary, which really would be of vaſt uſe 


for the explanation of many complex terms in our 
language; this J think might be eaſily accompliſhed, 
if any man who knows the world would undertake 

it. This would perpetuate to poſterity many words, 
which otherwiſe will, perhaps, be unintelligible, at 
leaſt in the meaning we take them in. Now, for in- 
ſtance, he might define the following words in this 
manner: : 


. 


Liberty, Fries om, and Independency. Cant words. 
Free Citizen. A dupe to Phlogos and his faction. 
Committee of the Free Preſs. A dung- hill of ſcandal. 


In like manner he might proceed, by giving each 
term the true ſignification. I was going to propoſe 


Pg that 


N 5 ö *% 
” * 


— Aim among non eee ws =, =P 


«4 A. 


No. 68. The BATCHELOR. 5 
that the compiler of this uſeful work ſhould inſert 


oh alſo many terms in uſe in the polite world ; but on 
a 2 conſideration, I found they would be rather too com- 
n plex for a definition, and will admit of nothing but 
deſcription : for inſtance, the word Honour, or as 
— our vowel- ſtealers ſpell it, Honor. I am certain it 
* would take up ſome pages of his Dictionary to de- 
| - ſcribe properly a man of honour, in the modern 
of ſenſe of the word. Now, many well diſpoſed peo- 
all ple, who 3 are not well acquainted with the 
world, are ſimp 


e enough to imagine that an honeſt 
man and a man of honour, are 8 terms; 
but they are quite miſtaken. I ſhall therefore endea- 
vour to ſet them right. AI man of honour will pay 
no debts contracted to tradeſmen, or mechanics, and 
does not care if they and their families ſtarve or beg, 
provided he can make a genteel appearance in good 
company; but he is the moſt punctual creature alive 
in all gaming debts, commonly called debts of ho- 
nour ; and for this he is a damn'd honeſt fellow. 

A man of honour, wilt debauch your wife or 
2 for which he ſhall be envied by all the pret- 
9 ellows in town, and prodigiouſly careſſed by the 

air ſex: this he calls gallantry. 


a A man of honour, will outwit you in any bargain if 
fe he can, particularly in diſpoſing of a horſe. He will 
ur ſell you one upon his honour tr fifty pounds, which 
d, is not worth five: this is all fair jockeying. 


4 man of honour, will ſwear moſt ſolemnly to the 
moſt notorious lies, which if you ſeem to doubt, 
you doubt his honour, and he runs you through the 
body. But there are ſome exceptions to this ; for 1 
have known many of your undoubted men of honour, 
moſt notorions cowards. 

A man of honour, will betray his country, if he is 
paid for it ; and Virgil tells us, there are ſome of theſe 
men of honour in Tartarus for that very crime. Pa- 
triam qui vendidit auro. 

A man of honour, will promiſe every thing, and 
perform nothing. He will delude a number of poor 
wretches, whom he has long tortured by vain expec- 
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tations and promiſes ; and after making them rely a 
long time on his honour, he leaves them at laſt to 
miſery and deſpair. 

A man of honour, is a Deiſt in principle, and, con- 
ſequently, is not troubled with thoſe old faſhioned 
ſcruples which an honeſt man is plagued with; nor 
regards thoſe ſtale duties of religion and moral ho- 
neſty, which he leaves to prieſts and old women to 
practice. In ſhort, there is no villainy, knavery or 
diſhoneſty, which a modern man of honour will not 
put in practice, in order to gratify his luſt, his ambi- 
tion, or his avarice, provided he can keep up the 
ſhow of a fair outſide to the world. 

I would not have my readers by any means ima- 
gine, that by the term honour, I mean that glorious 
concomitant of virtue, which ſtimulated the Greeks, 
Romans, and our anceſtors, to thoſe noble deeds 
which will, to the end of time, make their names re- 
nowned. No; the kind of honour I have been 
ſpeaking of, is that baſtard kind, which this polite 

e has ſubſtituted in the ſtead of the legitimate. 

his is ſo cheap, that pimps, panders, catamites, 
buffoons, ſycophants and gamblers, claim it as their 
due. Not a trull or valet de chambre in town, not 
a hair-drefſer or mantua-maker, but will aver «for 
their honour, as familiarly as people of quality. If, 
therefore, any definition at all is to be given of this 
word, I would adviſe it to be thus: Honour is an em 
ſound without any meaning, and is uſed by all ranks 
of people from the lord to the ſhoe boy, to ſwear 
by. 
"He ſhould define a woman of honour, a w——e, 
and a gameſter. Now, there is another term which 
is not quite ſo complex as that of a man of honour, 
and that is, @ pretty gentleman, which might be ſimply 
defined thus : A pretty gentleman, is a coxcomb, who, 
meerly by the dint of impudence, ignorance, lying 
and cheating, is admitted into the beſt company, and 
is a vaſt favourite with the ladies. 
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An honeſt fellow, is a ſwaggering, drunken, de- 
bauched fellow, who attends to nothing but the grati- 
fication of his paſſions. - 

A jolly dog, is one who has no converſation in com- 
pany, but ** fill about, what's the toaſt, damn your 
t heel-taps,” and roars out an obſcene ballad when he 
gets drunk. f 

There are many more terms cf this fort, ſuch as 


bucks, bucks of the firſt head, bloods, fine ladies, &c. 


&c. which I ſhall not now trouble my readers with; 
but if any of my correſpondents have a mind to amuſe 
themſelves in this way, they are welcome, and may 
ſend them to James Ho v, junior, at the Mercury 
in Parliament-ſtreet, | W 


LED 
Tueſday, March 31. 
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Vere magis, quia vere calor redit aſſibus. 

Vies. Grog. 
But moſt in ſpring, the kindly fpring inſpires 
Reviving heat, and kindles genial fires. 


ERHAPS it will be reckoned vanity in an old fel - 
low like me, to boaſt of favours which J receive 
from the fair ſex ; yet I cannot refrain from communi- 
cating to my readers a very great one conſerred on me 
by a young lady, who ſubſcribes herſelf MeL1s5a. 
The letter contains ſo much good ſenſe, taſte, and 
livelineſs of imagination, that I think' I give my rea- 
ders a ſumptuous treat, by preſenting them with it. 
And whenever this Iriſh Sappho ſhall think fit to give 
us the pleaſure of her correſpondence, I think the pub- 
lic, and I, ſhall eſteem ourſelves under the higheſt ob- 
ligations to her. 
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* To the BATCHELOR, 


S1, | i 
« en concluſion of your laſt Tueſday's Sp * 5-4 
1 lation, threw me into a meditation on the fub- MF 
« je of it, the ſpring ; and the reſult of it was, that = . 


« your warning againſt the influence of it is unneceſ- K 
« ſary here in town, where we can ſee ſo very ſmall a. : 
« portion of thoſe beauties that lull the ſenſes into a a 
delightful, tho' dangerous, languor. In a rural ſcene, F 
indeed, when a young woman wanders in a verdant g 
plain, or through budding trees, where the warbling F 
birds heighten the rapture a ſenſible mind muſt fees; a 
« if the is of a romantick turn, which is not uncom- , 
mon, ſhe is apt to imagine herſelf a compleat ſhep- : 
© herdeſs, wanting but two requiſites, a flock, and a : 
tender ſhepherd ; the latter, fortune ſeldom fails to a 
throw in Ber way, then the ſoft ſeaſon has its full a 
effect upon her ſofter ſoul: beſides, the heart can- f 
not want occupation, it is not formed for a ſtate of 
inaction, which the continual motion of it ſeems to | 
imply; for this reafon, a life of retirement is as dan- 
« gerous to a ſtate of indifference in the metropolis, as 
it can be in the country, but it is equally fo there at 
all ſeaſons ; the approaching charming one is inno- 
cent of the fatal effects of love. On the contrary, 
ina life of what is commonly called pleaſure, ſcenes 
* of amuſement continually ſhifting, prevent the 
thoughts from dwelling long enough on one ob- 
; ry to make that one ſo dear as to cauſe uneaſi- 
© nels. 

* Celinda, though in, town, is as much expoſed to 
love as any country damſel whatever; for ſhe is in 
the care of an old aunt, who thinks the Theatre or . 
Muſick-hall, the very center of corruption, and would 
as willingly truſt her in the company of the old 
tempter, as of a ſmart young gentleman. By this 
ill judged method of proceeding, Celinda has a high 
opinion of thoſe E ae ſhe knows only from re- 
port, and if alittle acquainted with, would deſpiſe, 
i 8 ad 
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nas frivolous and unſatisfactory, and thinks every man 
„ ſhe ſees, all that is amiable : thus ſhe muſt inevita- 
« bly fall a prey to the firſt that takes it into his head 
© to attack her. | 

« You will, perhaps, imagine from what I have 
faid, that I am an advocate for women ſpending their 
time in the faſhionable levity of diſſipation and much 
company: far the reverſe ; I hold ſuch a life to be 
equally pernicious to the mind and underſtanding ; 
but 1 would induce all parents or guardians, by 
ſhewing them the ill conſequences of a contrary me- 
thod, to let their youthful charges ſee enough of the 
world to prevent their forming an ideal notion of its 
delights ; and to endeayour all in their 1th to in- 
ſpire ſuch a taſte for rational pleaſures, ſuch as read- 
ing, and ſocial converſation, as will make them na- 
turally fly to theſe for relief, from the ſatiety, more 
tumultuous, and, of courſe, unreal pleaſures, will ne- 
ceſſarily cauſe ; theſe will alſo, while they improve 
the underſtanding, prevent the mind from falling in- 
to a ſtate of idleneſs, which it cannot bear. To 
thoſe who will continue to confine their daughters, 
or wards, without aſſiſting thoſe talents which would 
ſoften the rigour of that confinement, by enabling 
* them to . themſelves without foreign aſſiſtance, 
* I have but one advice to give, that they will let 
„ them ſee no man whom it may be improper for 
them to like ;” for as they have no option, nor 
can their choice be puzzled where there is no va- 
« riety, the affection will be fixed on the firſt that ſeeks 
it. 

l have been tedious, but perhaps you will be fo 
* condeſcending as to give a Speculation on the ſub- 
* jet I have handled ſo ill, in which you will much 
« oblige many, particularly your conſtant reader and 
* admirer. 


March 19th, 1767. 
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All the World's a Stage SHAKES, 


"= is no ſubject on which writers of all ages 
have made more compariſons, than on that of 
human life. They have compared the life of man to 
the leaves of trees, to bubbles on the water, and man 

ather things ; but I do not know any who has been fo 
happy in this reſpect, as that child of nature, Shake- 


ſpeare. It was a ſubjeQ fitted to that vaſt ſtrength of . 


enius and natural ſublimity, which he was more bleſ- 
ed with than perhaps any poet that ever lived. Of 
this we have numbetrleſs inſtances in his works, but 
more particularly in the beautiful alluſions he makes 
of life, to his own profeſſion as a player. This, any 
man who has the leaſt taſte and judgment, will imme- 
diately perceive, by reading that noble ſpeech of Jac- 
ques in As you like it, of which my motto is the firſt 
line. He may alſo find another in Macbeth, which is 
alſo ſublime, on the ſame ſubject : 


4 but a walking ſhadow, a poor player. 
That ſtruts and frets his hour upon the lage, 
And then is heard no more. 


Nothing, certainly, can be more juſt than theſe com- 
pariſons ; for nature, who is the grand manager, has 
aſſigned to every man, at his entrance on the ſlage of 
life, the part he is to act in it. A man, therefore, never 
becomes ridiculous or contemptible, but by endeavour- 
ing to aſſume a different character from that which ſhe 
has caſt for him : for ſhe has adapted our powers, our 
capacities and ſtrength, to the character we are to re- 
preſent in the different ſtages of this grand drama, 2 
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when we ſtep out of that, we become unnatural buf- 
foons. . 

Suppoſe now, on the theatrical ſtage; Sheridan 
ſhould take it into his head to act the Copper Captain, 
and Brown ſhould act Cato; ſuppoſe Barry ſhould act 
the Page in the Orphan, and Macklin Romeo, or Moſ- 
ſop Sir Harry Wildair; would not theſe be inconſiſ- 
tencies which no audience could bear ? This would be 
to paint, as Horace ſays, © a Dolphin in the woods, 
and a Boar in the Floods.” 

Yet, though we do not find thoſe great players I have 
mentioned fall into ſuch inconſiſtencies, we may ob- 
ſerve, — wy - as great, and ſometimes, if poſ- 
ſible, greater on the ſtage of real life every day. Do 
we not ſee the aged of both ſexes affect the gaiety, fol- 
ly, and giddineſs of youth? nay, even imitate their 1c- 
ry vices? How odious is it to ſee the gouty, worn-out 
debauchee, limping after young bucks to a brothel ? 
How deteſtable to behold the wanton old dowager, 
daubed up to the eyes with paint, ſmirking with her 

allants (in the boxes of the play houſe) who, per- 
Ra: might be her grandſons ? As abſurd and fooliſh 
as this method of finiſhing their parts may be, in thoſe 
whoare about to make their exits from the world, yet 
in this manner do many of the better ſort finiſh the 
great eventful hiſtory of their lives. | 

I own I am not much concerned, when I hear of 
ſome of thoſe old fools going off tragically ; and of 
ſome laſcivious old widows meeting with poetical 
juſtice, Who is not happy at the thoughts of old 
Fauſtina's having loſt her paramour ? There is no cir. 
cumſtance by which veople commit greater blunders, 
than by miſtaking the powers allotted them fot per- 
forming in this great drama. By this menns, the ig- 
horant pedant, would appear the man of learning; the 
blockhead, a man of genius; and the illitetate mecha- 
nic, a writer for the public. Through this fatal miſ- 
take, the grave citizen, becomes a facetious joker; 
the ſmart journeyman, a ſhallow jeſter ; and the ſpruce 
apprentice, a witty fellow. All men thin they have 
talents for the higheſt charaQters; Evety politician in 


town, 
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town, who conſtantly reads the pacquets, thinks he 
could guide the helm as well as my Lord Chatham; 
and every free citizen thinks, if he had the rod and 
Chain, that he would be a ſecond Humphry French. 
In like manner, every candle-ſnuffer, ſcene-ſhifter, and 
under-player, thinks he could repreſent a hero as well 
as Barry, Sheridan, or Moſſop. Thus the Freeman. 
thinks he can write as well as my couſin Ifaac Bickery- 
ſtaffe. 

But if ill conſequences ariſe from thoſe errors J have 
mentioned, how much greater miſchiefs will then pro- 
ceed from our not ſuſtaining properly the characters 
which we repreſent in life. If the nobleman, will act 
the part of the jockey; the divine, of the licentious li- 
bertine; the lawyer, of the pickpocket; the ſoldier, of 
the effeminate fribble; or the phyſician, of the it:nerant 
mountebank ; is not this out Heroding Herod ? Is 
not this acting as if we were made by ſome of nature's. 
journeymen ?- And yet I will- a wax to my reader, if 
there is not a poſſibility of all this happening? I think, 
therefore, that every man, in whatever ſtation of life 
he is placed, ſhould look upon himſelf as an actor be- 
fore the great audience of the world; and that if he 
fays or acts any thing inconſiſtent with ah ans; he 


muſt expect to be hiſſed off the ſtage with infamy and 
diſgrace. | 1 
© To the BatCUBLOR 
8 R, | Trinity-Coltege, 


a 1 AM plagued out of my life by a lad who lives 
6 in the next room to mine, and is one of that 
*. ſpecies they call Spouters. He has a moſt ſten- 
toric vociferation ; but the beſt of all is, that he is a 
North countryman, and has a ſtrong Scotch accent. 
With theſe theatrical powers, he is continually tra- 
verſing his room in the ſtage ſtride, and taking off 
Sheridan, Barry or Moſfop. He affects to imitate. 
their tones of voice, and when he comes to a rant, 
* you would imagine that he was in a high paſſion, 
| am 


of 
A 
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I] am often awaked in a morning, by Richard ſtarting 
from his dream, and calling for his horſe ; Othello's. 
* jealouſy will not ſuffer me to read my lectures, and 
© Lear's curſes to his daughters, ſometimes prevent 
my going to ſleep at nights. I was rouſed the other 
© night from a moſt agreeable dream, by his roaring 
©. out, © Macbeth hath murdered ſleep,” and no ſoon- 
©. er had I ſettled myſelf again to reſt, but he diſturb- 
ed me by bawling out, Angels and miniſters of 
1 mY defend me I went to him yeſterday in or- 
der to expoſtulate cooly about the diſturbance he 
made in the building, and no ſooner- had I entered 
his room, than he ſeized me by the throat, and bid 
* me prove his love a whore, by which he tore my- 
band in pieces. Now, fir, I look upon this unfor- 
tunate young man to be much fitter for Bedlam than 
the College, and would be glad to have your advice 
how I may. have him conducted thither 
am, Sir, your humble ſervant, 
| * ACADEMICUS.” 
P. S. I fear his diſorder may be taking, and there- 
*. fore he ſhould be removed ſpeedily.” 


2 CAL REED CEC 
No. 71. Tueſday, April 7. 


Hac lege, in trutind ponetur eadem. g 
Hos, 
In the ſame balance let them both be weigh'd. 


% To. Jeorrny WAGSTAFFE, Eſq; at the, Mercury in 
Parliament ſtreet. 


© SIR, 


„Na late Speculation, you mention, amongſt o- 
6 thers, the names, Buck and Fine Lady, and deſire 
da a deſcription of them from ſome. of your correſpon- 

* dents. 
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* dents. Now, from an intimate acquaintance with ® 
* ſome of both theſe characters, I think myſelf the 
better qualified to deſcribe them; as I ſo often ſee 4 


* the originals, I cannot forbear ſending you a picture 
* of each, which you may either exhibit to public 
«19h or throw among lumber, as you ſhall think 
t. 
* A Buck, is an animal who diſtinguiſhes himſelf in 
* the ſtreets from others, by an affected gait, a fierce 
* ſwagger, an idle ſaunter, or ſome other motion or 
* geſture peculiar to his ſpecies : his hat is cocked 
with an air of dehance, half covering one eye; his 
© looks are expreſſive of damme, ant I a fine fel- 
« low,” and his whole mien beſpeaks him a gladiator. 
Every tolerable looking female he meets, he puts 
* out of countenance, by a moſt confident ſtare, and 
« cries aloud to his fellow Buck, on whoſe ſhoulder 
he leans. © a damn'd fine piece, by all that's beauti- 
« ful; a ſweet devil;” and moſt commonly adds 
« ſome piece of ribaldry, with ſpecimens of which ! 
* ſhall not defile niy paper. 
* Some part of the night he inſeſts the play-houſes, 
* where he torments the players, and plagues the au- 
« dience with his noiſe; ſcampers through every part 
of the houſe, offends ſome modeſt women in the gal- 
* Jeries, romps with the orange-wenches, and often 
* concludes with a riot. The remainder of the night 
he conſumes in gaming and debauchery ; towards 
* morning, perhaps, he reels to his bed, where his 
* flumbers are broken by a conſciouſneſs of his having 
miſpent his time, or rather perhaps his money, amongſt 
© ſharpers. This is but a ſlight ſketch, as the limits of 
a letter will not permit me to be as circumſtantial in 
my account of him as I could wiſh ; or of | 
A modern fine lady, who, if nature had not un- 
* luckily formed her tor petticoats, would have made 
no ſmall figure as a Buck: the ſex is the only dif- 
© ference between them, for their minds are alike tri- 
* yial; and by that fatal diſtinction, ſhe is 2 under 
ſome reſtraint, as ſhe muſt of neceſſity obſerve ſome 
of the decorums of her fex, without which, a wo- 
man 
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* man would be ſhunned by all ; but to the beſt of her 
ability, ſhe ſhines in her ſphere as far as decency will 
« poſſibly allow her. She talks in raptutes of drums, 


© balls, and plays; the latter amuſement ſhe only ad- 


* mires as it brings company together, and helps out 
* converſation ; as for taſte to diſcern or be pleaſed 
with a good play, or a fine performer, I do not 
know a fine lady that has it; but without any fort 
* of reaſon, ſhe takes a vaſt fancy to Barry or Moſſop, 
* and be it which of them it will, ſhe can allow the 
© other no one excellency : if Moſſop happens to be 
* the favourite, then Barry is a bad figure, has no ex- 
* preſſion in his countenance, has no voice, and is a 
bad lover. On the other hand, it ſhe likes Barry, 
* Moſſop cannot move the paſſions, nor knows either 
* how to ſpeak or at. She is ſure to quarrel with all 
* thoſe of the ſame ſtamp with herſelt, it they differ 
* from her in opinion ; and often, by wrong argu- 
ments, confutes thoſe very tenets which ſhe would 
maintain. In a mix'd company, ſhe is all air and 
* livelineſs, but take her as a tete a tete companion, 
* ſhe dwindles into infipidity. 
If any perſon were to draw a family piece of a 
* Buck and a Fine Lady united, for lite, as a wedded 
pair, what a melancholy picture might he make of 
* it? for let them be never ſo gay to outward a 
* pearance in public, and ever ſo much in a round of 
« diſſipation and diverſions, yet muſt they have ſome 
* hours for one another in private ; and how agreea- 
* bly that time is filled up, one may eaſily gueſs; 
* with what tender, delicate, and ſenſible converſati- 
* ons; he ſings, whiſtles, or fleeps; ſhe yawning, 
* wiſhes away that time, which (by a pair capable of 
* mutually giving pleaſure by good ſenſe, quickened 
by wit, and ſoftened by love,) might be ſpent in the 
* moſt rational pleaſures, and higheſt raptures of de- 
light; whereas, ſhe is ſick of theſe tedious, ſlupid 
* hours of privacy, hating him moſt heartily, and al- 
« moſt herſelf, until ſome trifling amuſement or com- 
« pany ſteps in to relieve her laſſitude, and eaſe them 
* both of each other's company. 


© Now 


* 
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Now, if any ſingle perſons ſhould diſlike this 
& ſketch, which I have given of this couple, of a male 
and female Buck thus yoked together, let them (if 

they can) chooſe for the partners of their hearts, 


tions. This they may be aſſured of, that all the 


c 
* ſuch as do not anſwer either of the above deſcrip- 
6 
© miſeries which ſo often attend the married ſtate, 


q > wy we can expect to build our conjugal happi- 
* nels. 
© I am, Sir, your very humble ſervant, 
. 


Mr. Wagſtaffe requeſts that none of his correſ- ö ; 
pondents may hereafter ſtile themſelves, Pu1Lan- i 


THROPOsS, as that name is now worn thread-bare.” 


From the MERCURV in Parliament-ſtreet. 
To the Printer of the DusBLin Mercury: 


SIR, 
N one of the publick papers of yeſterday, called. 


The Freeman's Journal, I ſaw a ſcurrilous libel - 


(in the form ofa letter) on a noble pair, not leſs to be 


admired for their known amiable diſpoſitions, than for 


their illuſtrious deſcent. 
The abſurdity of the intended fatire, viewed in a 


publick ſenſe, is ſuch as-renders it unneceſſary in the. 
warmeſt advocate for that truly honourable family, to 
take the ſmalleſt notice of it ; but at the ſame time, . 


the diabolical wounds aimed at their repoſe, as pri- 
vate Characters, are of ſo baſe, unmanly, and I may 


well add, barbarous a nature, that every generous and 
benevolent mind muſt take fire at the aſfaſſin's attempt, 
and endeavor to turn the concealed villain's Stilletto 


againſt his own conſcience—if he has any. 
But 


6 * . from want of ſenſe, and that a good under- ; ; | 
anding alone is the only ſolid, true foundation, on 3 


Tt. | 
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But inſtead of being carried thus away by the in- 
ignant reſentment natural to every honeſt breaſt, a- 
ainſt the ſuppoſed wretched prepetrator of ſuch cruel 
nd uncharitable aſſaſſinations, and which (were the 
Weſpeable 8 concerned, of the moſt oppoſite 
ye to the unblemiſhed colours they ſhine in) can be of 
Do import to the publick ; let me rather turn my pen 
N gainſt that peſt of this city's peace, the hackneyed, 
Y Jeſpicable group, who conduct (if I don't abuſe the 
xpreſſion) that licentious paper; as they are more 
Highly blameable for permitting its inſertion, than the 
WT ontemptible author for its — unleſs we te- 
nove the diſtinction, by accounting the author and 
Ppubliſher the ſame, which is by much the more pro- 
hable caſe : if my ſurmiſe be void of foundation, 

et them manifeſt it by draging the former delinquent 

o light, to receive ſuch chaſtiſement as every worthy 

man muſt. allow he deſerves ; if they decline anſwer- 

ing this reaſonable demand, who will not agree with 

me, that in this inſtance, as in many others, their pa- 

per hath been fouled with the rancorous venom of 
their own cancered ſpleen ? for which, notwithſtand- 
ing the ſecurity which they may fancy their obſcurity 

gives them, a ſtrong-toed pair of ſhoes, or a horſe- 
= whip, may find the road of conveying to them the 

puniſhment their inſolence merits. 

Now, to conſider this ſet of venomous reptiles in a 
more general ſenſe; I am well informed, that their 

partiality to their own flimſy, illiberal ſtuff, is ſo great, 
that they frequently reject uſeful and improving arti- 
cles of intelligence, to make way for their own libel- 
ous productions, fome inſtances of which have lately 
come within my own knowledge ; nor do I recolle& 
ever to have ſeen in their paper any piece of a publick 

nature, but what tended, either in direct terms, or by 
occult infinuations, to deſtroy all ſubordination, as well 
civil, as eccleſiaſtical, thereby endeavouting to reduce 
all ings within the ſcale of their levelling democratic: 
principles : and as to thoſe virulent and unmerited per- 
ſonal inveRtives, of a clafs with that, which gave riſe 
to this letter, they appear to be ſo numerous, and un- 
provoked 


——ͤ „„ — — 4 _ * 
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provoked, that I have often, with aſtoniſhment, re- 
flected on the patience (I had almoſt faid puſilanimity/ 
of the publick on that head, who ſhould feel a proper FS 
reſentment at every ſtab in the dark, which theſe pet. 
ty villains attempt againſt the character of a citizen, 
and hunt the poiſonous vermin from their ſkulking 
holes, and cruſh together, them and their helliſh engine. | 
"Tis true, indeed, on recollection, that they ſeem, of 
late, to have taken a more ſlow method of deſtroying 
them, by declining, with becoming contempt, the pe- 
ruſal of their low traſh, and giving a deſerved prefe. 
Tence to your well conducted paper; but this is not i 
ſufficient, for in their protracted fall, they may un- 
dertake further acts of defamation and villainy, to 
which I would gladly ſee a decifive and immediate ſtop 
put, and the ax laid to the root of that hollow, rotten 
fig tree, (which when alive, brought forth but evil 
fruit) by a ſpirited indictment; to which, if once ſet 
on foot, I am certain all ranks of people, except their 
fellow levellets, and the low, deluded, ever miſtaken 
rabble, will give their chearful aſſiſtance. 

Your inſerting this letter in your very uſeful pa- 
per, will much oblige, Sir, your moſt humble 2 
vant, | 


0. 


& 


* 
PT] 
G 


m—AC *” 01 | © 


Jack STRONG-ToOEsS, 
Tanner*s Lodge, near the Whip- 


ping-poſt, Apr. 1ſt, 1767. 
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ent, re- . 
nimity) 8 N | | 
eſe pet. 4 


7 


citizen, No. 72. Saturday, April 11. 


kulking 5 9 

engine. 1 8 

em, of, Sicut 

troying WF Parwula (nam exe mplo eſt) magni formica laboris, 
the pe- Ore trabit quodcumque poteſt, atque addit acervo 

I prefe. 1 Quem ſtruit, haud ignara ac non incauta futuri. 
s is not Hos, 
ay un- For thus the little ant (to human lore 


iny, to 
ace ſtop Þ 
, Totten 1 
ut evil 
nce ſet 
ot their 
iſtaken 


ul pa- 
le fer 


"TOES, 


No mean example) forms ber frugal ſtore ; 
Gather'd, with mighty toils, on every fide, 
Nor ignorant, nor careleſs to provide 
For future want—————. 


T\ HERE are no . in this city whom I 
have a higher reſpe& or eſteem for, than for 
thoſe who follow the arts of honeſt trade in it. 1 look 
upon them as ſo many induſtrious bees, who are con- 
ſtantly at work to fill this great hive with wax and ho- 
ney, for the uſe of thoſe whom fortune has placed in 
ſuch a ſphere of life, as to exempt them from a ne- 
ceſſity of applying to induſtry. The fair trader, there- 
fore, and the honeſt manufacturer, whilſt they enrich 
themſelves, are, at the ſame time, doing vaſt ſervice 
to their country. It is entirely owing to them, that in 
a few years this kingdom has been ſo much improv- 
ed, and that money is now become ſo plenty amongſt 
us ; that, notwithitanding the many difadvantages this 
country labours under from abſentees, and the great 
importation of foreign ſuperfluous luxuries, it is in a 
flouriſhing condition. For my part, it gives me vaſt 
pleaſure to ſee ſo many conſiderable bes 19a whoſe 
credit is as extenſive as thoſe of any in Europe ; to 
view, as I walk the ftreets, ſo many well furniſhed 
ſhops in the city, and when I go into the Liberties, to 
obſerve ſo many reputable manufacturers in the we 
| an 
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and woollen buſineſs. Now to carry on the alluſion irs 
of comparing them to bees, a little farther : om” 
As theſe laborions little animals have their enemies, pos 
who eat up the fruits of their induſtry, ſuch as drones, i 28 
mice and ſlugs; ſo have people in trade alſo theirs, 
ſuch as nan of faſhion, who take their goods with- W 
out paying for them; the ſharper who enters into 
buſineſs with a defign to break full handed; and the Th 
knaviſh foreman or apprentice, who ſquanders or waſtes . 
his maſter's ſubſtance . 79 . - 
have received, from time to time, many paper | 


from ſeveral of my correſpondents on the ſubje& of | 
trade, but as they were not very materia}, I did not 
inſert them, However, I ſhall give my readers two, | 
which were ſent me ſome time ago : the firſt is a let- 
ter from London, whither, it feems, my ſpeculations | 
have reached ; the other is a petition from a ſet of in- 


*h 
duftrious female traders, who ſeek redreſs from my WW 7" 
pens which they expect as much as diſtreſſed damſels WF: po 
rmerly did from the lance of a knight errant. me 
| it 
* To Jroreny WacsTarye, E; at. the Mercury tio 
* in Parliament ſtreet. ; by 
* Dear Was, London, Patrick's day, 1767. ye 
V O U are addreſſed thus freely by a man who 4 
glories in the title of Iriſhman, though ſo long. 


reſident here, as to contract moſt of the cuſtoms of . th 
this nation, and amongſt them, a more than Iriſh 
ſpirit of induſtry, which has enriched me to the a-. fa 
mount of near half a plumb. 
I am a great admirer of your Batchelors, and have WW: 1, 
© on their account, the Mzxcuxy regularly remitted Wi 
me, which induces me to requeſt, that you will give WW: t 
* us a ſtrictute on the ſoporiferous conduct of my 

* countrymen. I am juſt returned from your city,. 
© where I generally viſited my cuſtomers in the morn- 

ing, and ſeldom failed of finding many of them in WW 5 
bed at eight, nine, nay ſome of them even at ten 
* o'clock. What a ſhameful. cuſtom is this? How 
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pernicious to their fortunes and conſtitutions ? I ſhall 
expect to find this diſcuſſed by your able pen, which, 
without flattery, is in my judgment, ſuperior to 
any, in your way, ſince the time of your great an- 
ceſtor, Iſaac. 

] am, Sir, your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


* An EARLY RISER. 


The humble petition of Raphael Whipftitch, Sarah 
Scarf, Mary Lappet, Ann and Suſannah Mitten, 
Margaret Point, Jane Minionet, Judith Pincoif, 
* Martha Gauge, and Winnefrid Ruffle, of the city 
* of Dublin Milliners. | 


Humbly ſheweth, | 
* H A T your petitioners carry on an extenſive 


trade in this city, in the millinary way, and 
have always lived in good credit and repute among 
their neighbours. That they have all along ſup- 
ported their credit in trade, and anſwered the de- 
mands of their creditors punctually and honeſtly. 
That notwithſtanding all this, theſe your ſaid peti- 
tioners, have ſuffered conſiderably in their buſineſs, 
by the following means : 
* Firſt, that there are many ladies who come to 
your ſaid petitioners ſhops, (ſome in coaches, and 
ſome on foot, a ſhopping, as they call it) and rum- 
age and turn over your ſaid petitioners' goods, un- 
der pretence of cheapening them, when, in reality, 
they have no intention of buying. That the ſaid 
ladies come with no other deſign but to learn the 
faſhions, and peſter your petitioners with a thouſand 
idle queſtions ; as, How much muſlin, * ſilk- 
lace, coxcomb, edging, trauly or cambrick, ſuch an 
article would take ? and after being reſolved in all 
theſe, and many more, they ſay they will call again, 
or iend their directions in a few days, and go their 
ways to a haberdaſher's ſhop to buy all theſe arti- 
cles, which they think they can get cheaper than 
from us your petitioners. That theſe ladies, by 
* way 
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way of management, have generally a-poor relation, | 
or humble companion, who attends them in this ſhop 
hunting, who picks up our patterns, and makes 
theſe articles for the ladies, to the no ſmall detri- 
ment of us, your petitioners, | 
* The next grievance of your petitioners is, that 

many ladies of faſhian have taken ſuch an utter diſ. 
like to any thing that is Iriſh, that they get over 


from London or Paris their caps ready dreſſed, and 


other articles made up ; and although we can make 4 
them juſt as well, and in the very = manner as 
they get them from abroad, yet they are not count- 
ed faſkionable. 

Now, Mr. Wagſtaffe, our petition to you is, that 
you will write a dated on this ſubject: tell the 
ſhopping ladies, who have no thoughts of buying 
our goods, that it is unjuſt in them to take up fo | 
much of our time (which is valuable to us) for no- 
thing. We aſſure you we have been often obliged W 
to keep ſome of our real cuſtomers (who wanted to 
buy) waiting in our ſhops, whilſt theſe ladies were 
toſſing and tumbling over our goods, and faying they | 
were all very pretty, and at the fame time did not 
buy ſo much as a yard of ribband. We alfo requeſt 
you will acquaint the ladies of faſhion, that they 
ſhould either be content with Iriſh millinary goods, 
and continue their cuſtom to us, or elſe to clear off 
their old accompts with us 
* We hope, therefore, you will take theſe things in- 
to your moſt ſerious conſideration, and by repreſent- 
ing them in a proper light, you will not only do us a 
moſt ſignal piece of ſervice, but will alſo ſerve many 
induſtrious people in this city, who muſt other- 
wiſe ſtarve. We hope, therefore, for your com- 
pliance, 

W And your petitioners will ever pray. 
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detri- From the Mxkcux in Parliament freet. 
„ that ä 
5 rote ſome years ago on a Club in Kilkenny, among 
f * 'F whom, it was id, an Apparition appeared, 
l. _ Ro regions of thirſt, and no claret to ſwallow ; 
ND Where CoLLlier's juſt gone, and where J-N-s 
a6 ha ſoon muſt follow ; 

here Mar GooGe and Wulst have no longer the 

name 


s, that 


ell the an innocent glaſs, and an innocent game, 


Derry down, down, &c. 


buying 

= 6 In ſpite of what old Father ARA has ſaid, 

or no- Id H-xTsr-nGeE is come an expreſs from the dead, 
bliged W* let all the tapers of Os so Y Know 

ted to ow matters are like to go with 'em below, 

F ORE The Club look'd but queerly while thus he went on, 
8 they . Six months ye has all to repent, but Sir J-un ; 
id not . His ſentence is paſt, and with me he muſt come, 
ome I ſaw his fire tindld, and was in his room.” 


goods, Od buds,” cries old J-x-s, © is that all maſter 

ear off Sprite ? 

* Take the thanks of the houſe, and awyay with the 
© knight.” 

The prefident bow'd, and the motion was made, 

That to make up a third, he ſhould take old G—rce 

R D. Derry down, &c. 


ngs in- 
reſent- 
lo us a 
many 
other- 
com- 


pray.“ 
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No. 73. Tueſday, April 14. 


. * 


Igneus of ollis vigor, et celeſtis origo 

Seminibus : quantum non noxia corpora tardant, 

Terrenique hebetant artus, moribundaque membra. 

Hinc metuunt cupiuntque, dolent gaudentque : neque 
aura: | 

Reſpiciunt, clauſe tenebris et carcere cæco. Viks, 


Th etherial vigour is in all the ſame, 

And ev'ry foul is filled with equal flame: 

As much as earthly limbs, and groſs allay 

Of mortal members, ſubje& to decay, ! 
Blunt not the beams of Heav'n and edge of * 
From this courſe mixture of terreſtrial parts, 
Deſite, and fear, by turns poſſeſs their hearts; 
And grief, and joy: nor can the groveling mind, 
In the dark dungeon, of the limbs confin'd, 

Aſſert the native ſkies ; or own its heav'nly kind. 


XZ HEN we old fellows. who are declined in- 
to the vale of years, look backward, and take 

2 view of the road of life we have travclled, what a 
ſcene of vanity, trouble and diſappointment, does the 
whole appear to us. With what pity do we behold 
our juniors ſtruggling up that hill which we have aſ⸗ 
cended, and ſee them deviating from thoſe paths of 
virtue, which alone could bring them with happineſs 
through that troubleſome and tireſome journey. The 
farther we advance in years, the more we ſee the 
folly of thoſe enjoyments, in which men are too apt to 
place their ſummum bonum, or chief good. How ab- 
ſurd does it appear to us, that a creature endued with 
reaſon, ſhould employ his whole labour and thought 
in the gratification of the body, which is ſubject to 
diſeaſes and accidents of various kinds, will decay in a 
very 
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very ſhort duration of time, and then muſt come to a 
total diſſolution. 

We ſhould, with Virgil, look upon theſe noxious 
bodies which we carry about us, as dark priſons, 
*avhich confine the faculties of the foul, and chain it 
down to that earth, of which their frail, periſhable 
ſubſtance is compoſed. Through theſe bodies we not 
only ſee things, as through a glaſs, darkly, but even 
through a falſe medium; for they diminiſh large ob- 
jects, and magnify ſmall ones. In this deceitful glaſs, 


;, 


2eque how large, how vaſt do the preſent pleaſures of the 
world appear to us? and how diſtant and ſmall do 
IRG, thoſe of tuturity ſeem to deluded mortals? This is the 


caſe whilſt health and youth, and the quick returns of 

appetite ſolicit us, and the Halcyon days of proſperity 

invite us to gratify our ſenſes without controul. But 

alas! when age or ſickneſs comes upon us, how is the 

: ſcene changed? we then loathe and nauſeate thoſe ob- 

4 jects which we before doated on; and all the gilded 

allurements of the world vaniſh before us like a dream, 

or as Shakeſpeare moſt elegantly exprefles it, /ike the 

d, baſeleſs fabric of a viſion. When this happens, as it 

certainly muſt, where then is the conſolation of the 

worlding, the vicious man, or the deiſt? What miſer- 

able creatures muſt they then be, when the foundation 

on which they built their happineſs, is thus pulled a- 

way from them, and they are lettto tumble into wretch- 
edneſs and diſpair ! 

All men, even the moſt ſenſual, are conſcious of 
their own mortality ; yet how foolifaly do many of 
them endeavour to divert the thoughts of it, and 
would fain put off the evil day from their minds as 
far as poſſible. But there is a Monitor, which, in ſpite 
of them, will, in the midſt of their career, remind 
them of it, and aſſure them, their preſent happineſs is 


not ſincere. Whence then can this ariſe ? I anſwer 
with the great Mr. Addiſon : 


« *Tis the Divinity that ſtirs within us; 
« *Tis Heaven itſelf that points out an hercaſter, 
« And intimates eternity to man,” 


Vor. II. C If 


wa 2 ms — 


- <<< mrs 


I wo =©6.. ame 
Y e 


26 The BATCHELOR. No. 73, 


If we examine the works of Plato, the ſayings of So- 
crates in Zenophon, the writings of Tully, and the 
6th book of Virgil's Aneid, we find moſt amazing 
lights thrown upon the minds of thoſe virtuous hea- 
thens, by Providence, concerning the immortality of 
the ſoul. Shall we, who have the clear ſun-ſhine of 
Chriſtianity, be leſs enlightened than they? ſhall we 
fuffer ourſelves to be darkened by the falacious non- 
ſenſe of the voluptuous deiſt, who would perſuade us 
to put ourſelves on a level with the beaſts that periſh ? 
Is it becauſe he does not expect to attain it, on ac- 
count of his vice. and ſenſuality, that we muſt there- 
fore ſell our birth-right to heaven and immortality, in 
order to keep him in countenance ? 4 

I ſhall conclude this eſſay with a copy of verſes, 
which were ſent me by a gentleman, who, in his youth, 
had been addicted to pleaſure and the muſes ; and the 
poem will ſhew that he is now become a grave, reli- 
gious man : I think the poetry is good, but what I 
think is beſt of all, it ſhews the ſentiments of a good 


heart, 
True HARPNEWST RUN C. 


I. 
I tun'd my ſhell of ſaueeteſt tone, 
As ſwift as thought my fingers flex ; 
The luſcious page obſequious grown, 
As ſwift, ſelf-open'd to my view, 
I 


Th, illumin'd eye beheld with pain, 
Bacchus and Cur1p made divine ; 
Beheld ! and with a juſt diſdain, 
Duick turn d away from love and wine, 
| III. 
I bluſhing caſt a glance around ; 
Near lay the Chriſtian magazine, 
Cloſe claſpt it lay, in iron bound; 
The page unſoild, the margin clean. 


IV. 


73. 
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+514 IV. 
I prefl the buok with trembling hands, 
The volume glad, did open ſpring ; - 
When thus the ſacred text commands, 


One of the fangs of Sion— ſing. 
V 


Lord I began—my harp was mute, 
The powers forſook my fingers too; 
Lord I reſum'd, it wou'd not ſuit, 
The theme was ſirange, the ſong «was new. 


With pious indignation wext, 
No more the guilty frings I try ; 
Rebellious to the ſacred text, 
I ſnapt the chords, and caſt them by. 
VII 


Th unwilling harp I firing à nean, 
Help, Lord ! with woice elate I cry; 
Strait yields the harp the tribute due, 
The chords reſfonfive harmony. 
VIII. 
Long ſuffering Gad] whoerſt didji bear 
The id e ſong, the wanton tre, 
Oh liſten to my better air, 
And tune my heart and harp-ſirings higler. T 


Ingratum ft dixeris, omnia dixeris, Tur. 


Call a man ungrateful, and you call him every 


thing. 
OT HING ſhews the depravity cf the hu- 


man heart fo much as ingra:ituce. It is the 
moſt unpardonable of all vices, becauſe there is no ſoit 
of temptation to it; it gratifies none of our appetites ; 
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it ſatisfies no other paſſions but ſuch as are in them- 
ſelves deteſtable, namely, pride, avarice and envy : for 
this reaſon, the proud, the avyaricious, or the envious 
man, is hardly ever grateful. The proud man, if he 
receives a benefit, he eſteems it as due to his merit 
alone, and thinks we only do him juſtice in obliging 
bim : he therefore imagines that it derogates from that 
conſequence which he arrogantly aſſumes to himſelf, 
even to make a grateful acknowledgement for favours 
conferred upon him, much leſs to make a return of 
kindneſs to his benefaQor, for benefits received. The 
avaricious man is ſeldom capable of gratitude, becauſe 
this virtue requires an exalted generoſity of ſoul, which 
ſuch a wretch is not ſuſceptible of His narrow ſoul 
is too contracted for the entrance of fo noble a princi- 
ple; the ſordid love of wealth only, takes up the 
whole room in his groveling mind, and leaves no place 
for thoſe refined ſentiments which the generous mind 
feels on being obliged, 

Befides, it is next to an impoſſibility that the miſer 
fould be grateful ; as beneficence and gratitude flow 
ſrom the ſame principle, the ſame affection which diſ- 


poſes a man to be gratetul, diſpoſing him alſo to be 


beneficent, when he has it in his power. The envious 
man can never be obliged, as that corrofive paſſion 
which rankles in his breaſt, turns every, even the beſt 
actions of others, into venom and corruption. If we 
ſerve him, he directly puts a baſe conſtruction on our 
kindneſs ; he imagines that we muſt have ſome private 
view in any thing we do for him, and for that reaſon 
is never thankful, On the contrary, as the envious 
man is a profeſſed enemy to mankind, he will hate his 
benefaQtors as well as others ; nay, often more, as he 
is apt to look upon them in the light of importunate 
creditors. 

Beſides thoſe I have mentioned, I hold it as a con- 
tradiction to ſuppoſe, that any vicious men can be 
grateful: far gratitude is founded on the baſis of juſ- 
tice, which is the chief of all virtues, and is cemented 
around by generoſity, good-nature, and friendſhip. 
The irreligious man alſo, and the unbeliever, are in- 

capable 
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capable of gratitude: for how is it poſſible that the 
wretch (who is unmindful of the unſpeakable * 
ons he lies under to that infinite goodneſs, from whom 
he derives his very being. and all that he has) ſhould 
be grateful to man? Can the hardened Deiſt, (who wil- 
fully ſhuts his eyes againſt the ſtrongeſt convicton of 
unbounded mercy,) can ſuch a man be ſaid to be 
capable of gratitude to his frail fellow creature, when 
he ungratefully, even "denies the higheſt obligation 
which it was poſſible for the Supreme Being to confer 
upon him ? I mean, the coming of our bleſſed Saviour,. 
who came voluntarily from his region of bliſs anc glo- 
ry, to ſuffer a moſt painful and ignominious death, for 
fallen mankind ; and what is more, nay, even for his 
very enemies, How can any man then be ſaid to 
poſſeſs any, even the leaſt virtue, who either is for- 
getful of this inſtance of divine love, or obſtinately 
refuſes to acknowledge it. What obligation is there. 
which his fellow mortal can confer upon him, to make 
ſuch a wretch grateful? None that I know of: ſurely 
the laying down of a man's life for him, would not 
claim ſo much as his thanks, when even the ſon of 
God's doing ſo, will not. Nay, what heightens this 
obligation the more upon us, is, that this divine ſuffer- 
er requires no other returns from us for all the agonies 
he endured, but that we ſhould do that which 1s our 
own intereſt to do. Had he required any thing from 
us which it was impoſlible for us to perform, then we 
might have ſome excuſe for our ingratitude : but when, 
on the contrary, his yoke is eaſy, his burden is light, 
what can we ſay for ourſelves? Muſt we not pro- 
nounce the man who quits the eaſy paths of virtue, 
and runs on in a courſe of vicious habits, to be not on- 
ly a fool, but a wicked, an obſtinate, and an ungrateful 
fool alſo : but no epithet that I can think of is bad 
enough for him, who not only refuſes to comply with 
the gracious terms offered to him by his redeemer, but 
even denies the truth of them. 

I have deviated from my uſual plan in this paper, 
by running ſo deeply into a religious argument; but 
hope it will be agreeable to my readers at this ſea- 
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ſon, when our whole hearts and ſouls ſhould be en- 
tirely devoted to a ſerious contemplation of that un- 
paralleled goodneſs, which we can never ſufficiently 
adore or admire. 

A man muſt then firſt have gratitude to God, be- 
fore he can be ſaid to have it to man, as his prime ob- 
ligation lies there. None, therefore, but the religi- 
ous, the juſt, the virtuous and the honeſt, can be tru- 
ly grateful even to man; all others who make pre- 
rence to this virtue, are hypocrites and flatterers. It is 
undoubtedly our duty to do all the good we can to our 
fellow creatures, and even to bad men, with a view 
of reclaiming them, and that without hopes of a re- 
turn; but we can expect gratitude only from the 

ood : if we confine our good offices to theſe only, 
we ſhall oblige but a few, comparatively ſpeaking ; 
therefore we muſt be content if they are, as Tully 
ſays, tantum fimulacra virtutis, that is, “ if they have 
only the appearance of virtue.” Let us not, therefore, 
make it a pretext for not doing good, that men are un- 
worthy of it; but let us rather imitate him who mak- 
eth the ſun to ſhine on the evil and on the good ; thus 
only ſhall we pay our debt of gratitude to that moſt 
beneficent Donor, who ſhowers down his benefits on 
us, who are moſt unworthy of them, 

As T have been led ſo far by this ſubject into the re- 
ligious way, I ſhall conclude by obſerving, that a truly 
grateful mind, can alone be capable of enjoying ever- 
laſting happineſs hereafter, as a great art of the joys 
of heaven will conſiſt, in pouring forth hymns of grati- 
tude to the All Wiſe, All Powerful, All Good, and 
beneficent Creator of all things, F* 
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Non omnibus dormio. at AR 


T is no eaſy matter for a public writer to hit eve- 
ry body's taſte. Some would have me conſtantly 
to employ my pen on grave ſubjects, whilſt others 
want me to be continually in a lively ſtrain. Many 
tell me, they like me beſt whilſt I am awake, and 
ſome of my readers are ſo unreaſonable as to expect 
that I ſhall ſpend my whole time in ſleep, and dream 
for their pleaſure They do not conſider that theſe 
things are involuntary, and that when a man fits 
down to write, the ſubje& turns upon the humour he 
happens to be in at that time; nay, it ſometimes 
ariſes from other circumſtances, ſuch as the company 
he has lately been in; the courſe of reading he has 
fallen into; or the goodneſs or badneſs of the wea- 
ther. 

Trifling as theſe reaſons may appear, yet I c:n 
aſſure my reader they are of ſome weight, -and affect 
a writer more than he perhaps imagines. As moſt of 
our ideas ariſe from. ſenſation, thoſe objects which 
have made the ſtrongeſt impreſſion on our organs, 
will naturally come acroſs us, and become the ſub- 
jects of our thoughts in ſpite of us. Therefore, I 
cannot be grave, when I am diſpoſed to be merry; or 
merry, when I am inclined to be grave. 

I never knew a perſon in company ſay, * Come, 
et us be merry,” that ever mirth was the conſe» 
quence of it: mirth is like wit, the more we labour 
for it, the farther it flies from us; if it does not 
come voluntarily, we may give it up. In like man- 
ner, I can no more command my dreams when 1 
ſleep, than I can my thoughts when I wake. - Per- 
haps, as I am an old man, people expect I ſhould be 
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like many of my age, an arrant dreamer ; but [ can 
aſſure them, in the words of my motto, I do not 
ſleep for all, that is, I will not dream but when 1 
think proper. 

I know many, who think very little whilſt they 
are awake, and whoſe imaginations are very buſy in 
their ſleep: theſe people delight in telling their 
dreams, and take a pleaſure in heariny thoſe of others. 
I have received a letter from a perſon of this kind, 
who ſeems to lead a kind of ſtill life, or at leaſt is 
for a conſiderable part of his time in a numb'd ſtate : 
alſo, another from one who requires me to be quite 
in the merry mood at all times,. and in all ſeaſons, 


* To JeorFrRy WacsTarre, E/q; at the Mer- 
* cury in Parliament fireet, 


«.S.1 R, 


AM a man who ſpend at leaſt fixteen hours 
I out of the four-and-twenty in fleep. I am of 
a very ſleepy family: my grandfather left the 
world in a fleepy fit, and my father died of a le- 
thargy. I am therefore a child of Somnus, I love 
dreaming in my heart, as I think it the pleaſanteſt 
part of my life: for that reaſon, I never think 
myſelf happy but when I am aſleep, as my imagi- 
nation is then moſt awake, The Fo at that time, 
ſhuffles off this mortal coil of fleſh and blood, and 
like a bird let free from its cage, flies into thoſe 
delightful regions of fancy, of which we can have 
no idea in our waking hours. In order to enjoy 
this pleaſure, TI lie in bed as long as I can, and be- 
ſides that, I indulge myſelf with a gap whenever 
I can find an opportunity. My friends know my 
humour ſo well, that they never attempt to diſturb 
me in company, and the converſation goes on as 
well as if no ſuch perſon were in the room. 1 
ſometimes nod at the play, but at church a long 
ſermon gives me a fine ſleep. 
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But to come to the point; as I told you I love 
dreams, I ſhould like your ſpeculations better if 
« you dealt a little more in them. In the firſt of 
« your papers, you faid you had got your couſin 
« Tfaac Bickerſtaffe's night-cap for that purpoſe, and 
expected you would have been much more viſi- 
onary than I find you are. I am afraid it has loſt 
its virtue, as it muſt be by this time all in rags, or 
that you are afraid of wearing it out, by too often. 
uſing it. 1 wiſh you would lend it to me for a few 
nights, and perhaps might dream to the purpoſe, 
for your Batchelor. If you are afraid to entruſt it 
* out of your ſight, I will go ſome evening and take 
* a nap in your arm chair : either, therefore, lend it to 
me, or put it on yourſelf, and treat us to a dream 
as ſoon as you can, I am, fir, whether ſleeping or 


* waking, 


«a «a K = 2a 


© Your moſt humble ſervant, . 


* NicoDEmvs Daows v.“ 


* Ty the BaTCHntrLoR. 


8 IX, 


Like your papers very well that are in the 
0 | ſprightly caſt, but I hate your P7 Penſoroſo's.- 
* What have we to do with your dreams, or your: 
grave, moral lectures? we lead your paper for 
© amuſement, not for inſtruction; Why don't you 
give us ſome papers on love, and ſhew us patterns 
for Billet Doux? You ſeem to be a gay old gentle- 
man, and it is a pity you ſhould ever be grave. 
Do now, priythee, dear Wag, give us a few love 
* epiltles, at this blithſome ſeaſon of the year, and 
give us no more of your ſleepy viſions, or of your 
* muſty advice in your ſpeculations, for both, I 
* aflure you, are thrown away on us young fellows, 
particularly on, fir, 
' * Your humble ſervant, 

* Josxrn L'AlLx ORO 
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I will ſhoot this tame, and this wild gooſe, by a 
ſhot from Horace. 


—— guid noviſti rectius iſtis 
Candidus imperti : fi non his utere mecum. 


If better than this ye know, ye may impart, 
If not, your counſel is not worth a f—t. 


Magiſfter artis wenter. 


Neceſſity is the mother of invention. 


] N every great city, there are vaſt numbers of peo- 
ple who are obliged to have recourſe to their 
ſhifts, in order to acquire the common neceſſaries of 
life: London abounds with them, and this metropolis 
has its ſhare of them ; not to mention ſtreet-robbers, 
ſhop-lifters, pick-pockets, ſharpers, gamblers, bawds, 
pimps, proſtitutes, bullies, and fortune-hunters. Theſe 
are all obnoxious to the laws of the land, as their 
method of getting bread depends on their doing in- 
Jury to others. 

ut there is beſides thoſe, a very harmleſs race of 
mortals, who earn a very precarious, miſerable kind 
of ſubſiſtence, by their ingenuity, I mean thoſe 
wretched hackney writers, who are under the dire 
neceſſity of brandiſhing their pens for hire. I have 
often conſidered them in the ſame light with thoſe 
unhappy females, who are compelled by want, to 
proſtitute themſelves for bread. We can, with as 
little concern, hear of a ſhoal of common ſcriblers 
ſtarving in their Grub-ſtreet garrets, as we ſee com- 
mon trollops walking the ſtreets at nights, or ſhiver- 
iog under the piazzas to pick up cullies. 
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When I ſay any misfortune befalls thoſe fellows, 
whom nature deſigned ſhould rather handle a ſpade 
than a pen, we jult feel the ſame ſenſation as at ſee- 
ing a bawd carted, or a coach-full of thoſe ladies I 
mentioned, going from Newgate to George's-quay, to 
be tranſported ; but when a man of real genius and 
true merit is conſtrained, mechanically, to convert 
his great talents into a trade, and to interſperſe his 
ineſtimable diamonds amongſt the paultry rubbiſh in 
a magazine, and that for a bare livelihood ; when 
this, I ſay, is the caſe, muſt it not raife the moſt 
melancholy refleQions in the breaſt of every reader 
of diſcernment and taſte? We have the ſame com- 
paſſion for him, as we have for a fine girl of a good 
family, whoſe beauty alone has been the cauſe of her 
ruin, who has been ſeduced by fair promiſes, and 
afterwards abandoned 10 wretchednels and want: 
thus forſaken by her faithleſs keeper, ſhe is forced to 
apply to ſome procureſs, Who maintains her as long 
as ſhe fiads it her convenience, and when that ceaſes; 
ſhe turns her out of doors, to rot and die in a cold 
garret, or perhaps in the ſtreets. 

In like manner a bookſeller (whom I look upon to 
be the bawd of writers) debauch ſometimes men of 
bright parts into their fervice, for the uſe of the pub- 
lic: in the beginning they' will make them large 
offers, till, like thoſe old madams, they have drawn 
them fairly in, and then they uſe them as they pleaſe. 
When they have ſecured them as authors, they juſt 
value them as attornies do their clerks, not by the 
quality, but the quantity of what they write. For 
my part, as fortune has placed me in ſuch a ſphere 
of life, as to make me independent of ſuch means of 
getting money, I never did, nor ever ſhall, deſite any 
recompence for my labours : but I was led into this 
ſubject by having read over, with vaſt pleafure, ſome 
eſſays lately publiſhed, which, in my opinion, ate 
the production of the greateſt writer now living. © © 

The misfortunes of great men affect us ſtrongly, 
whilſt thoſe of the vulgar make but flight imprefions 
on us. The ſpectators will - weep more for one no- 


bleman : 
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bleman going to the ſcaffold, than for a hundred com- 
mon fellows carried to the gallows: the reaſon is, 
that we are apt to annex a ſtronger idea of the ſenſa- 
tion of their misfortunes to the former, than to the 


latter. By a parity of reaſoning, I pity the indigent 


ſtate of one man of exalted talents, more than I do 
the ſtarving of a thouſand blockheads. The feelin 

of the man of genius, under poverty and diſtreſs, 
muſt be dreadful, and are ſuch as the ſtupid ſcribler 


is entirely | of; a competency is neceſſary to 
the happine 


ſufficient for the other. 


No man was ever more convinced of this than: 
Swift, and therefore in many of his letters he reminds 
poor Gay to get rich as faſt as he can, in order to. 
have what he calls the Sub/idia Senectuti. An au- 
thor's fire may not always laſt, his former admirers. 
may be ſurfeited, and then, like thoſe unfortunate 
women I have ſpoken of, when his beauties are de- 
cayed, madam bookſeller throws him off, and he be- 
comes a common ſtreet-walker. | 

* Now ponder well ye parents,” who have it as-a 
common expreſſion in your mouths, That if a boy 
has parts and a little learning, ke may eaſily rub. 
through the world; conſider well with yourſelves. 
that if you leave him no other inheritance but an 
eſtate on Parnaſſus ; conſider, I ſay, what a precari- 
ous freehold that is; what ſmall profit that land will 
yield, which produces 2 but laurel; a vegeta- 
ble, which will not fatten ſo much as a goat. Re- 
volve with yourſelves what profit will accrue to your: 
ſon by railing water from the Caſtalian Fountain. 
Will any trading man, think ye, give him his daugh- 
ter with a large portion, becauſe Phœbus hath blaſted 
him with poetic fire? No; if ye would have your 
children grow rich, and conſequently reſpected in the 
world, ſhape their quills for a compting houſe, or an 
attorney's deſk. Let them be entirely ignorant of 
thoſe ſeducers of youth, the Greek and Latin au- 
thors ; nor ſuffer them to be led aſtray by thoſe dan- 
gerous companions, ſuch as Milton, Shakeſpeare, or 


Swift : 


* 
” 


s of the one, whilſt a bare ſupport is 
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Swift : believe me, thoſe fellows are deluding ; and 
where a boy has genius, he will catch the infeetion, 
and be utterly unfit for buſineſs. The narrow path 
of learning ever leads to poverty, when the high road 
of ignorance as ſurely brings men to riches : therefore, 
if thoſe deſtructive rays of light ſhould beam forth in 
your ſon's mind, obſcure them as much as you poſ- 
ſibly can, unleſs you are willing to have him a beg- 
r: curb his inclination to writing by all means, 
whether in poetry or proſe, leſt his excelling in either 
may compleat his ruin. Thoſe enſnaring Gipſies, 
the Muſes, like the Sirens, by the enchantment of 


their bewitching muſick, may transform him into that 


monſter a writer, and he may become a Butler or a. 
Goldſmith. L 


» 


— —_— 


From the MERCURY in Parliament: ſtreet: 


To the Printer of the DusLin Mercury. 


Mr. Hoey, 


6 > H E following letter was ſent to Mt. Faulkner 
laſt Monday: his anſwer, inſtead of the pub- 
lication, is in his Dublin article, where he takes no- 
tice of A. B. 's letter; how far his approbation or 
ſtrictures on ſaid letter are juſt, may be left to the 
judgment of the public, if you chuſe to inſert it in 
your MexcuRy. The author was always a parti- 
cular friend to Mr. Faulkner, and at leaſt as unbiaſ- 
ſed as himſelf in points of religious controverſy : As 
to abuſe or ſcurrility, the letter will ſpeak for itſelf : 
Jam the author's friend, and procured his leave to 
try your fqueamiſhneſs : the letter paſſed the appro- 
bation of many perſons of conſiderable conſequence 
before it was ſent to Mr. Faulkner: no Papiſts were 
conſulted about it : you may inſert this and the letter 
if you like, or let both alone, as you pleaſe. I am, 
your humble ſervant; | 2 
Thurſday, Apr. 23d. 1767. _ 
et- 
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A letter appeared in the Freeman's Journal of laft 


Saturday, ſigned, A CITIZEN, which occaſioned the 
following one to Mr. Faulkner. 


a 6 46 ] an, a0 ace, OT VS 
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Mr. FauLKkNneR, 
W E cannot ſufficiently applaud the vigilance 

and activity of our worthy ſheriffs and ci- 
vil magiſtracy, in apprehending, convicting and 


executing thoſe unhappy wretches who infeſted our 


ſtreets, put our lives in danger, and robbed us of 
our properties Such guardians of our city do the 
higheſt honour to it, 'and deſerve the thanks of the 
whole community : but whilſt we give them due 
praiſe for their effeual endeavours to preſerve our 
peace, lives and properties, let us not ſtrive to in- 
ſpire them with ſentiments that would diſgrace hu- 
manity, diſhonour their office, and leave a worm in 
their own hearts that would never die. The law 
of man can reach no farther than our body or 
goods; God has reſerved to himſelf alone the pow- 
er of executing juſtice on the ſoul : and yet there 
has been found one among us, preſumptuous and 
cruel enough, to wiſh that our magiſtrates would 
exerciſe their ſeverity on the ſoul, as well as the 
body, and damn the criminal as well as hang him, 


by depriving him of all ſpiritual ſuccour at his laſt 
moments; 


It is a well known truth, even to the turnkey of 


Newgate, that the terrors of an approaching ſhame- 
fu} death, joined to the moſt ſtrenuous endeavours 
of {ome charitable divine, have been ſcarce able to 


make an impreſſion on the hard hearts of many of 
our culprits, We have ſeen a Gonk and others, 


who are an ornament to humanity, as well as the 
bench they fit on, ſhed tears when they pronounced 
ſentence of death againſt a criminal : we have 
known them even to ſoften the rigour of juſtice it- 
felf, by their lively and pathetic exhortations to 
thoſe unhappy wretches; they did not think it in 
their power, no more than in their office, to ſhut 
the door of God's mercy againſt them. 


« This ö 
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lutary ſcheme. But as I am at leaſt as good a pa- 

triot as this letter writer, I beg leave to improve 

upon ſome of his hints, and fancy he will like my 

propoſal even better than his own. He aſſerts that 
the prieſts get ſhare of the plunder from the rob- 

bers, for giving them abſolution: now, as the law 

condemns the receiver as well as the thief, ſhould 

not our magiſtrates immediately ſeize and hang all 

the prieſts, without benefit of clergy, as accomplices 

with the robbers? and by this means the nation 

would at once get 1id of its two greateſt evils, 

popery and thievery. It is certain one little diffi- 

culty occurs here, which I did not foreſee, from 
the example of our ſiſter nation, which, tho' pretty 

clean ſwept of popery, ſeems much better peopled 

with robbers, highwaymen, footpads, &c. than. 
ever it was in the moſt bigotted times of its ſuper- 
ſtition ; ſo I begin to think, that this good Citizen 
and I are equally bad politicians; for I ſuſpect, that. 
our mild and gracious goverment will look on my 
propofal as rather too violent, and perhaps not effi- 
cacious ; and I am ſure that there is not a Turk, 
Jew or Infidel in the world, hard hearted enough to 
approve of his. | 

* I ſend this to your Papers which I look upon as. 
the public channel of humane, generous, and be- 
nevolent ſentiments, and not a common ſewer to 
convey lies, ſcandal and calumny to the world, I. 


© Your moſt humble ſervant, 
 A.B;* 


No. 2 Te 
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Qui rure extraftus in urbem eff, Hon. 


Thus madly quits his farm— the fooliſh clown 
Thinking it happineſs to live in town. 


* To Jrorrxy WaGsSTAFFE, E/; at the Mercury 
in Parliament-flreet. 


6-31 85 


I AM a man of a good eſtate in this kingdom, 
1 and had the character in my country of being a 
plain, honeſt country gentleman. I had a good 
houſe and domain, lived: hoſpitably among my 
neighbours, kept a good pack of hounds, and had 
as good a ſtable of hunters as any man in the pro- 
vince where I lived. 1 loved country buſineſs and 
diverſions ; in ſhort, I lived a lite entirely agreeable 
to my inclinations for many years, and might do fo 
ſtill, but that I am married. My wife, who is 
what you may call a very fine lady, hates the pure 
air of the country, and nothing will go down with 
her but the ſmoke of Dublin. 

* She often uſed to complain that the country was 
too ſolitary, that our children would be ruined for 
want of education, and that her daughters would 
be meer country Joans. To theſe remonſtrances I 
often turned the deaf ear, and ſometimes they cau- 
ſed little conjugal altercations. I was determined 
not to ſacrifice my happineſs and fortune to her ca- 
price and humour: but alas! what do all our 
boaſted reſolutions ſignify, when a woman takes it 
into her head to teize, and will ſet all her engines 
to work againſt us? You who are a batchelor, 

cannot 
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cannot be ſo ſenſible of this as we married men; 
for believe me, in all matrimonial confflicts, ours 
is the weaker ſex. It would be endleſs to recount 
to you the various arts and ſtratagems ſhe uſed, to 
* me quit my peaceful habitation in the coun- 
try, to enter into the noiſy buſtle of the city. 
T heſe ſhe tried in vain for many years, till at length 
ſhe hit upon a ſcheme by which ſhe accompliſhed 
her deſign, by pretending want of health, and that 
it was abſolutely neceſſary for her to live in town 
for the ſake of conſulting the beſt phyſicians. 
Thus was I taken in by the cunning of my wife. 
I ſet off my houſe and land, gave away my dogs, 
ſold my hunters, and took a houſe in Dublin in a 
genteel ſtreet, at a moſt exorbitant rent, which 
does not ſtand upon more ground than my dog- 
kennel in the country. It is an amazing thing what 
a ſudden effect the thick air of Dublin had upon 
madam ; for without either the help of doQtors or 
medicines, ſhe inſtantly grew well: ſo that her diſ- 
orders in the country were either feigned, or meer- 
ly hyſterical. Drums, plays, balls, routs, con- 
certs, exhibitions, dreſs, ations, milliners ſhops, 
and viſits, were the ſpecifics which recovered this 
poor lady from the jaws of death. 

© It is very odd, as ſhe grows better, I decline in 
my health and purſe : I want that wholeſome exer- 
ciſe which hunting afforded me, and my wife is 
cheated of as — money in one night by Lady 
Sackbut at cards, as would keep my houſe in the 
country for a month. My daughters are grown the 
moſt conceited minxes upon earth, can talk of no- 
thing but thoſe curſed Italian fingers, or the dreſs 
which ſuch a lady wore at Lady Loo's drum. Lu- 
cy, my eldeſt, who uſed to ſing me a ou Engliſh 
ſong, will now, forſooth, give me nothing but Ita- 
lian airs. I am glad thoſe Fellows are gone, or per- 


haps I might have one of them for a ſon-in-law. 
I aſſure you, fir, my life is become miſerable, and 
the more ſo, when I conſider how I am now loſing 
this fine hunting ſeaſon. - In a morning, Ow 

the 
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* ed by the horrid diſcord of the news boys crying, 
« The Dublin Mercury, the Mercury Journal; inſtead 
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the melodious muſick of my hounds, I am awaken- 


of the ſweet opening of Piper and Blueman, I am 

ſtunned with caft clothes,“ or the obſtreperous 

noiſe of hſh-women and chimney- ſweepers. 

* But the worſt circumitances which ariſe from 

this wrong-head expedicion to Dublin, remain as 

yet to be told: I am forced to rack my poor tenants W 

to ſupport my wite's gaming and extravagance ; and 

yet, notwithitanding all this, I am obliged to run 2 

in debt to honeſt tradeſmen, without a poſſibility of 

anſwering their juſt demands. This I know is but 

little regarded by people of fortune in general, but NNo. 

to me, who look upon it as the worſt of robbery, 

it is ſhocking : for how can people in buſineſs an- 

{wer the demands of their creditors, if we defraud 

them of their ſubſtance by not paying them ? or let 

our intention be ever ſo honeſt, yet the delay of 
payment may often be cf fatal conſequence to the 
people we deal with, and the fair trader may be 
conſtrained to break and ſhut up, for want of that 
money which we ſquander away in luxury, or loſe 
at cards, and which, rightly conſidered, is their 

. as long as we are in their books. 

* How often have I ſeen a poor wretch go in the 

black cart to the gallows for a robbery, perhaps 

for forty ſhillings, and at the ſame time beheld a 

laced beau flaunting in his gilt chariot, which he 

never did, nor ever meant to pay for : the latter I 

look upon as the greater robber of the two, and 

to deſerve hanging better. 

* I forgot to tell you, my wife and daughters are 
ainted up to the eyes, like babbies in a toy-ſhop. 
hey put on new faces every day, and never ap- 

pear in their own natural colours, except in the 

morning, when they riſe out of bed. hen they 
deſign for the boxes at the play, they lay on as 
much red as would raddle a ſheep's back. For 

God's ſake, dear Mr. Wagſtaffe, give me your ad- 

vice how I ſhall act; and give me your opinion, 

* whether 
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whether it would not better for me to retire be- 
times with my family back again to the country. 
I ſhould be alſo obliged to you to publiſh ſomething 
on this ſubje& in your Bar O: it may, per- 
haps, have a good effect on my wife, or at leaſt it 
will be of ute to many in my circumſtances. 


I am, Sir, your conſtant reader and admirer, 


W © JONATHAN QUICKSET.' 


— Vanæ 
Fingentur Species. 


Hor, 


And mixes all extremes. 


R. LOCKE ſays that wit cenſiſts in the 

aſſemblage of ideas, anc putting thoſe toge- 
ther with quickneſs and variety, . which have the 
leaſt reſemblance to form agreeable viſions. If this be 
a true definition of wit, I believe no age in the 
world eves abounded with ſo many men of wit as 
this we live in: for it we will take notice of the 
converſation of all ranks of people, from the coronet 
to the ſhoe-boy, we ſhall perceive with what quick- 
neſs and variety they aſſemble ideas together, which 
have but little connection or reſemblance to each 
other : we ſhall find, that their diſcourſe is larded 
with ſimilies which are quite foreign to the ſubjects 
they are talking of. The grave citizen, and the 
{prigh!ly buck ; the ſedate ſhop-keeper, and the fe- 
rocious ſon of Mars ; the antiquated matron, and the 
lively miſs in her teens ; can hardly utter a ſentence 
without theſe comparative flouriſhes of rhetoric. 
They put me in mind of Hudibras, * 
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Who ſcarce his mouth cou'd ope 
But out there flew a trope. 


In ſhort, they cannot ſpeak of any thing without an 
ingenious compariſon, or likening of one object to 
another, however unlike the objects may be in them- 
ſelves to each other. 

But I think of all others, the devil is the ofteneſt 
made uſe of for this purpoſe. Thus, the fine gen- 
tleman, as well as the rude mechanic, will ſay, the 
weather is as hot as the devil, or as cold as the de- 
vil; ſuch a girl is deviliſh pretty, or ſuch a woman 
1s as ugly as the devil ; or ſuch a man is as ſtupid as 
the devil, and another 1s deviliſh clever. Thus the 
devil is made to act by the rule of contraries in their 
ſimilies, and is painted black or white, juſt accord- 
ing to the humour of the ſpeaker, or the ſubject he 
is treating of. 

I am perſuaded, that if we were to deprive our 
modern pretty fellows of theſe ambitioſa ornamenta, 
© or © flowry ornaments of diſcourſe,” that vaſt numbers 
who now paſs for wits, would appear quite flat and in- 
ſipid ; we might as well ſtrike them dumb, or ſow up 
their mouths. Was it not by the uſe of ſimilies alone, 
that the cream of orators, Phlogos, ſo effectually 
pulled down the board of aldermen? How could he 
fo powerfully have irritated the giddy poputace with- 
out the help of theſe rhetorical flouriſhes? Did not 
this Herculean declaimer vanquiſh them by trans- 
forming them; figuratively into Hydras, Gorgons, 
Cerberuſes, many-headed monſters, Briareuſes, &c ? 
In ſhort, he frighted the people with theſe horrid no- 
tions of them, as fooliſh nurſes do children with ſto- 
ries of ſpectres and hobgoblins. In like manner thoſe ri- 
diculous mountebank preachers amongſt the Swadlers, 
have led honeſt peaple aſtray, and ſeduced them from 
their true religious principles, by the ſimple uſe of 
that trite ſophiſtry of comparing their paſtors to dumb 
dogs, who barked not for their flock. | 

This comparative jargon is often uſed with won- 
derful ſucceſs by rhetorical jugglers, to delude the 
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-norant vulgar, who are as eaſily impoſed upon by 
4 as they are by the legerdemain of a Breſleau or a 
ruſſia, as we ſee by the inſtances I have mention- 
d. But that we ſhould uſe them in the common 
ccurrences of diſcourſe, I can ſee no other reaſon, 
nleſs it be that we ſhould not be ſufficiently loqua- 
jous without them: nay, they are ſometimes carried 
o far, and people have ſo much accuſtomed them- 
-lves to them in converſation, that they cannot for- 
year even uſing them in writing. By chance I met 
vith a letter the other day which is full of them. It 


, th 
5 . was written, as I conjecture, from a town wit to his 
oman orreſpondent in the country. I ſhall inſert it verba- 
pid as tim for the ſatisfaction of my readers. 
x © Dear Jack, 
cord. WM | Have been as ſtupid as the hill of Howth ever 
& he 1 fince you left town. I wiſh your old dad would 
« tip off, that you might come once more: damn it, 
our MW he is as old as the knocker of Newgate, but I 1 
ent think as tough as a gad. The town is growing as 
ahem dead as a herring ; every body is pelting away like 
d in- ſmoke to the country. No diverſions but the play- 
w up © houſes. Sheridan aQs Hamlet like a turnpike ; 
lone, © Dancer does Ophelia like any thing. I went with 
ually * a deviliſh jolly ſet laſt night after the play, to ſup 
d he * at our old tavern, but it is grown as bad as bad can 
viths © be. We had a fowl that was as old as my grand- 
not mother, and roafted to rags. The wine was as 
OY © flat as ditch water, and as thick as puddle. We 
ons, * called for punch, and the ſpirits were as hot as the 
W ? devil; their malt liquors wers as muddy as the 
Pe! * Liffey at Efſex-bridge : ſo that you may think that 
20. * we were as dull as cats, when we thought to be as 
ook * briſk as bottled beer: the waiter too, was as ſtupid 
lers, © as the wooden man in Eſſex- ſtreet. Jenny is every 
Oi * day as fine as a new pin, and as briſk as a bee. 
Ie * She friſks about like the flying horſe on Temple- 
mk * bar; and is as full of tricks as an Antrim goat. I 
ſuſpect ſhe paints like a Bartlemy babby; for tho” 
PILE * ſhe is no chicken, ſhe looks as freſh as a roſe ; and 
the | I be- 
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I believe if ſhe lives to be as old as Old Scratch 
ſhe will ſtill be as merry as the maids. Ned Jum 
r has beat a ſaucy watchman as black as twely: 
o'clock at night, and made the old fellow as fick x 
a dog. Ned is as good a fellow as can be, but az 
hot as muſtard. Bob Bumper is every night as fud: 
dled as David's fow ; he and Will Guzzle were at 
drunk as pipers the other night, and in going home 
they tipt like nine-pines in the gutters, and were a1 
wet as drowned rats. I have no more to add at 
preſent, but that I am, your ſlave and Blackmoor, 
Bog Smack, 


P. 8. I forgot to tell you, I got the Ready for 
your bill. Twas as good as Ben Burton,” W 


— 


From the Mercury in Parliament-ſtreet. 


. 
By a Gentleman, on the death of his Wife. 


— e reste 
De tant des dons heureux, de tent dattraits fi cheres, 
Pun cadavre glace, la pature de vers. 


Nancy, who once wert my plea ure, 
But now art my grief and my care ; 
"Tis Jouny's known voice, my loft treaſure ! 


Which ence ſounded ſaueet in thine ear. 


See, on the ſad willow ſuſpended, 
The lyre I no longer can uſe ; 

Thou'rt gone, — and my ſong is quite ended, 
For thou wert my ſong and my muſe, 


O cruel hard fate ! to divide us, 
And tear us aſunder fo ſoon ; 

The few years that HY MEN hath ty'd us, 
Were all but one ſhort honey moon. 


T hey 
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They tall'd of our paſſion with pleaſure, 
And envy d a love ſo fincere ; 

But who can now envy my treaſure, 
Thus loft as I am in deſpair. 


Alas! I am robb'd of my bleſſing, 
The flattring gay dream now is ver ; 

Nought left is on earth worth poſſeſſing, 
qhbe life of my life is no more. 

Di ſtracted with grief and with ſorrow, 
From country to country Pl run; 


What aid from my flight can I borrow, 
Alas ! myſelf gan I ſhun. 


All chearleſs the court and the city, 
All joyleſs the garden and grove ; 

No comfort from friendſhip or pity, 
And waniſhed is pleaſure and love. 


In wain, I in crowds would relieve me, 
And chearfulneſs awkwardly feign ; 
Alas ! no relief can they give me, 
The fruitleſs attempt is in vain. 


Thus tir d of the farce Ide been playing, 
Diſtrafted I homeward repair ; 
With fighs thy paſt fondneſs repaying, 
And ew'ry kind word with a tear. 
Thus whilſt with thy kindred of head n 
Thou'rt bleſt, for thy piety here; 

If unto celeſtials tis givn 
The woice of poor mortals to hear. 

Know flill for thy ſake I ſhall languiſb, 
And bear the hard torturing ſtrife, 

Till pining with grief and with anguiſb, 
1 vb ar out the remainder of life. 


No. 79. 


ſnail, 
T 
| derec 
No. 79. Tueſday, May 5. long 
{ 
3 hat; 
Vulnus alit denis, & cæco carpitur igni, Vis * 
c 
They feed within their veins a flame unſeen. halt- 

ho 
| df oben what the ingenious nigh 
Meliſſa ſaid in her letter, that this“ charm- F 
* ing ſeaſon is innocent of the fatal effeQts of love; Jum 
yet I can aſſure my readers, and particularly my fe. her | 
male ones, that the month of May has ever been to fa 
a moſt dangerous one. It is an old remark, that to P. 
climb up May hill, is an arduous tafk for ſickly conſti-¶ cour 
tutions ; and I take it to be equally difficult for the B 
blooming virgin in her teens, to aſcend it without fe- in he 
ceiving ſome wounds from the ſhafts of Cupid. Na- Ma) 
ture points out to us that this is the buſy time of love, N 
from the very brute creation, and Virgil tells us is that 
his Georgics, that amor omnibus idem, love is the ſame Wl ſhe 
to all. | F 
I know not whit havock love may have made in {Ml ſma: 
the city, as I have not received any accounts ; but mor 
by the lifts of the killed and wounded ſent me from foit 
the country, Cupid has been as fatal to innocent fu— 1 
ral maidens, and buxom widows, as the English Her 
arms were to the French in the late war. His name was 
is, at this ſeaſon, become as dreadful in the country, {MI othe 
as that of Pitt at the court of Verſailles. To prove agie 
what I have ſaid, I ſhall here ſet down a liit of thoſe * 
who have fallen victims to his poiſoned arrows, laſt 
which I had from a correſpondent in the country, and ume 
is as ſollows: ed 
Paſtora going out May- morning to gather May adul 
dew, was ain by Damon, whom ſhe ſaw accidental- N 
ly leaping a drain. cou 
hurt 
Jenny V 
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Jenny Dimple on the ſame morning going to get a 
ſnail, ſhot through the heart by Ned Simper. 

The Widow — killed by a tall, broad-ſhoul- 
dered feliow, in a ſhort coat, hunting cap, tight boots, 
long ſpurs, and buck ſkin breeches. 

Nell Sparkler, a rural coquet, wounded by a lace 
hat; but there are hopes of her recoveiy, as the 
wound is not thought to be mortal. 

Sophia Prim, a prude, received a wound from a 
halt-pay officer at queſtions and commands; but it is 
hoped ſhe will al:o recover, as the wound is but 


” * 
DD A 
4 ” 
7 | 


VIRC. 


genioui ſlight. 

charm- The Widow Dainty killed on the ſpot by Jack 
love; Jumper, who vaulted over a horſe. unſortunately in 
my fe. her preſence. Juſt as ſhe was expiring ſhe was heard 
r been to ſay. Oh, the charming creature!“ 

that to Paſtorella fell dead at the feet of Billy Caper, in a 
conſti- country dance. 

for the Bridget Topknot, ſpinſter, expired with a noſegay 


out Te- 

Na- 
}f love, 
us 18 
ie lame 


in her hand, preſented to her by James Goſling, at a 
May Pole. | 
Nancy Romp pining away in the green ſickneſs, ſo 
that her life is deſpaired of, ever ſince May day, when 
ſhe ſaw Tom Shapely in his fummer clothes. | 
Fanny Spiightly received a flight ſcratch from a 
1ade in ſmart Dublin cit, and was in a fair way; but this 
s; but MW morning was ſlain by Jeremy Greenfield, Eſq; by a 
> from ſoit ſpeech in the Birch Grove. 
ent fu— The Widow Wanton departed the ſecond inſtant, 


FEnglith Her death is variouſly accounted for: ſome fay it 
name was occaſioned by Squire Tawdry's new poit Chaiſe ; 
untry, others, by the proſpect of another jointure ; but moit 
prove agiee, that ſhe fell a victim to Bob Luſty's legs. 


" thoſe 


rrows, 


Mrs. Gnzzle Crabtree, a maiden aged 56, expired 
laſt Sunday morning ſuddenly at church, in ſermon 
y, and time, whilſt the curate, who ian able, broad back- 

ed divine, and a batchelor, was preaching againſt 
May adlultery. 
lental- My humerous correſpondent has given me an ac- 
count of many more who were killed, wounded, or 
hurt, in his liſt; but I think I have inſerted enough 
Jenny Vor. II. D to 
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the moſt remarkable ones taken notice of. 


Although I have, in a former paper, forbidden any 
verſes to be ſent to me on the ſubje& of the ſpring, 
yet | ſhall make no apology for inſerting the following 
lines, which were ſent from an unknown hand to me 


the other morning. 


Rough winter's huſh'd, the flormy winds no more 


Laſb ſwelling billows to the founding ſhore ; 
Calm and ſerene old Oc EAN reſts in ſleep, 
And friſting ſea calves wanton in the deep. 
The Zephyrs now on downy pinions bring 
Luxuriant beauties to the 3 Spring, 
And by their genial influence diſcloſe 

The yellow cœauſlip, and the bluſhing roſe. 
The earth, which long in frozen fetters lay, 


Her boſom opes to PHoeBUsS's charming ray : 
The field and meads in various lie ries dight, 


And painted bloſſoms meet our rawviſh'd fight. 
The early lark diſtends her ſavelling throat, 
In liquid air pours forth her ſweeteſt note : 
Harmonious PHILOMEL in nightly ſtrains, 


Her ſad miſhap, to ſolitude complains : 


No. 79. 
to prove my aſſertion, and to caution my fair readers 
of the dangers of this ſickly month. Perhaps ſome 
will ſay, that this diſtemper rages at this ſeaſon only 
in the country, and that it is no way epidemical in 
town: but I would have my fair readers not truſt to 
that deluſive ſophiſtry, and let me aſſure them, that 
the Gardens, the College-parks and the Green, may 
prove as fatal as the flowery meads, ſhady groves, 
and purling ſtreams at a diſtance from town. 

Let them not vainly imagine, that the ſmoke of 
Dublin will have any efficacy to drive away this peſt 
from their tender breaſts. Cupid's arrows are as un- 
erring on the banks of the Liffey, as on the graſſy 
margin of a clear fountain. I ſhall be therefore obli- 
ged to ſome of my rown correſpondents to ſend me a 
liſt of the ſlain within the bills of mortality ; as no 
doubt they will be very numerous, I would have only 
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Sly Cor ip now refits his ve nom d darts, 

Fatal, alas ! to thoughtleſs maidens hearts, 

In this bexwitching ſeaſon, Oh ! beware, 

Ye tender virgins, uſe your utmoſt care; 

In Maia's lap the wicked urchin's found, | 
From whence he's fure the fair one's heart to wound ; 
But ſbou d his darts aſſuil, your on!y cure 

Depends on Hymen's rites, of wedlock pure; 

Be this your maxim, HyMen till remember; 

Thus, warm May's as ſafe as cold December, J 


From the Mercury in Parliament-flreet. 


g HE printer hereof thinks himſelf under a ne- 
ceſſity of declaring, that it has ever been an 
eſſential part of his ſtudy, ſince the commencement 
of this paper, not only to inculcate the reſpect due to 
our civil magiſtracy, but alſo to vindicate them as 
occaſion offered, from the audacious aſperſions and 
baſe calumnies, publiſhed in the Freeman's Journal. 
He, therefore, with the greater confidence aſſerts, 
that a letter in the Meg cuxy of Saturday the 25th 
of April, paſt, was inſerted with no other view, than 
as a modeſt anſwer to a moſt unchriſtian-like propo- 
ſal, printed in the Freeman's Journal of the 18th of 
April, and ſigned, A Citizen Our worthy ma- 
giſtrates ſhall ever find him unwearied in his attention 
to aſſiſt, as far as lies in his power, to ſupport their 
dignity and defend their characters; and he promiſes 
to himſelf and the public, from his ingenious corteſ- 
pondents, a continuance of the ſame entertainment, 
which the ſtupid Committee of that licentious jour- 
nal, has already given him an opportunity of offering 
the public thro' the channel of the Mercury. 
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Saturday, May 9. 


Parvis quoque rebus magna juvari. 


aid, 


Ho, 


From ſlender means that great things ſhou'd have 


Can afſure my readers, that the favourable recep- 
tion which my poor attempts to pleaſe the pub- 
lic, have met with, gives me no ſmall pleaſure. 
Hoxty tells me, that the Mercury has a much 
greater circulation, than even his moſt far 
pectatione could have ſuggeſted to him. 
ſays, is in a great meaſure owing to the Bar Lon, 
and that my papers are liked by the public. 
ther he intends by this (o pay me a compliment for 
the trouble I have taken for him, or whether he 
means it as a ſpur to keep me on in the ſame gait, 1 
cannot tell: but if I can have the happineſs to amuſe 
or inſttruct my readers, and at the ſame time to ſerve 
an honeſt induſtrious young man, I ſhall not think 
my time or labour thrown away. 
confirmed in the truth of what Hoey fays, by the 
nuniber of complimentary letters which I have from 
time to time received on my ſpeculations, ſome of 
which ran in ſo high a ſtrain of encomium, that my 
modeſty would not permir me to publiſh them ; how- 
ever, I hope I ſhall not be accuſed of vanity for in- 
ſerting two, which were lately ſent to me: one of 
them is from an honeſt Quaker, the other from a 
gentleman whom I have not the pleaſure to know. 


ine ex- 
his, he 


Whe- 


Jam the more 


* To 


To 
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Jo the BATCHELOR, 


Friend Jeoffry, 


Tell thee, friend, that thy ſpeculations pleaſe 
me much: thou reproveſt with diſcretion and 
good ſenſe, that ſpirit of folly with which thy bre- 
thren are poſſeſſed. Thou ſeemeſt to know the 
hearts of men, and doſt ſhew forth their failings, 
and thou wouldeſt do them good. if they would 
bearken to thy counſel. Thou haſt warned them 
of thoſe habitations of Satan, the drums, and ſet 
before their eyes the wickedneſs of gaming : yea, 
when the heads of thy ſiſters were ſwoln with 
French curls, thou didſt apply thy medicines to 
allay the ſwelling. Thou did? exhort them to ſet 
at nought the idle vanities of foreign ornaments in 
cheir apparel, and to ufe the manufaQtures of their 

own country. 
All this, yea, and much more, haſt thou done, 
for which thou art worthy of praiſe. There yet 
remain many things worthy of thy correction, as 
the folly of men, and the vanity of women, en- 
cteaſeth more and more every day. Thou can'ſt 
not but obſerve the number of painted Jezebels 
who infeſt our city, ſome in chariots and ſome on 
foot, and have the impudence to appear in the 
ſtreets thereof. They are painted ſepulchres; for 
though their outſides be fair, yet inwardly they are 
very rottenneſs. We behold not their natural face, 
but the falſe colouring of Satan, to entice men to 
ſin. They are like unto the bad meat in the market 
places, which the roguiſh butcher varniſheth over, 
and the righteous magiſtrate ſendeth to the priſon+- 
ers. In like manner do the old, the wrinkled, the 
ſickly, the diſeaſed and the deformed, counterfeit 
youth, health, bloom and beauty. Now, friend 
Wagſtaffe, thy pen is more able than mine to re- 
prove theſe thy ſiſters, and to ſhame them out of 
their wickedneſs. Make them to appear in their 
D 3 * own 
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* own colours as their mothers did, and to leave theſe | 
* Babyloniſh whoredoms to concubines and harlots. | 


* I am, friend Jeoffry, thy conſtant reader, 
* JoshHua PLainDREsSS. 


© To JeorrRy WaGsTaFFe, E/; at the Mercury in 
* Parliament ſtreet, 


*SIR, We 
s 1 Am member of a Club lately inſtituted in this © lad 
town. We have called it the BaTcneLok © 
* CLus, in honour of you. We meet every Tueſ- © tit 
* day and Saturday night, to read over your ſpecula- © al 
* tions together, and to make our remarks on them. © Cc 
* IT afſure you we are highly pleaſed with them. I 7 
* ain deſired by the Club, to requeſt the pleaſure of 
* your company at our next meeting, and if you will þ 
* accept of it, we will appoint you Preſident. 1 
Our Club conſiſts of ſeven members: we are all ; ' 
* good humoured, and are pleaſed with each other's 
* company. Every man drinks what liquor he plea- 
* ſes, and what quantity he chooſes. Whoever eats 
« ſupper calls for what he likes, and there is no re- 
* ſtraint on any man. Every body is at liberty to go 
* or come when he thinks proper. Thus, without 
being tied down to any formality of rules, which 
* are the bane of all ſocieties, we enjoy mirth and \ 
* chearfulneſs, and your ſpeculations. . 
* I am, Sir, your moſt humble ſervant, tl 
J. MeanweLri. 
How different is the ſtyle of the following billet, 


which I juſt received? 


T3 Ee” ar" a SS. 


* To 


70 


No. 8. The BATCHELOR. 55 


* To the BATCHELOR. 


* Old Wag, 


O U begin to grow damn'd dull: your ſpecu- 
lations begin to ſmell of dotage as much as 
that, What d'ye call him, Biſhop's Homilies, in 
Gilblas. It's time for you to give over ſcribbling, 
or the Freeman will maul you. What the d—l 
is't to you what we fine: gntlemen do, or how the 
ladies dreſs themſelves, 6r how other people write. 
You have vexed a great many people by your wri- 
ting, and pretend to tell people what they know 
already. You'd make people believe that no body 
can write but yourſelf; but, damme, Fil wager 
* you what you dare, that I can write better, 

T. BLundermuss,” 
P. 8. Let me adviſe you, as a friend, to drop 


your ſpeculations, for pon my honour 1 don 
© like'm.” 


«aa. 20a a 6 4 TL. _ T7 


— _—_ 


From the Mrxcuk in Parliament-ſtreet. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


OM E evil diſpoſed, malicious perſon or perſons, 
enflamed, as is ſuppoſed, with envy, at the great 
reputation and uncommon ſucceſs that have attended 
the practice of Cornelius Phlogos, M. D. having 
publiſhed an account of the death of the ſaid gentle- 
man, nay, and have even gone ſo far as to add an 
epitaph and elegy on ſaid occaſion; now we, the edi- 
tors of the Dublin Mercury, being willing to unde - 
ceive the public, and to make all the atonement in 
our power for ſo haſty a publication, do aſſure the 
public, from undoubted authority, that the ſaid re- 
port is altogether falſe and groundleſs. That the 
ſaid Doctor Cornelius Phlogos is not dead, but living; 
and means, God wo in a few days to exhibit 

4 himſelf, 
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himſelf, and prove the malign falſity of ſuch report, 
at the public halls of this city, which reſolution he“ 
has been prevented from putting into immediate exe- | 
cution, by having had his corns (a plague he has long 
been troubled with) cut a little too near the quick, 
by truſting to the operation of an unſkilful hand. In 
juſtice, therefore, to the ſaid Doctor Cornelius Phlo- 
gos, we hope that this may become as generally 
known, as our haſty publication. 


MIR PTS PREBESEECERNES DS 
No. 81. Tueſday, May 12. 


——— 


Dui Bavium non odit, amet tua carmina, Mewi : 


Atgque idem jungat vulpes, & mulgeat hircos. Vigs. 


Who hates not living Bavius, let him be 

(Dead Maævius) damn'd to love thy works and 
thee : 

The fame ill taſte of ſenſe wou'd ſerve to join 

Dog foxes in the yoke, and ſheer the ſwine. 


« To te BATCHELOR. 


*SIR, 
y 1 Intercepted the following letter, which pleaſe to 


hand over to my favourite printer. 
Jam, dear Jeoffry, 
* Your fiiend and ſervant, 
* Mercury. 


Y 
t 
t 
} 


7 A letler from CanT, to the preſent Committee for 
conducting the Free- Preſs. 


© Oh Gentlemen, Gentlemen, 

4 ILL you believe a poor ghoſt, that is 
321 now pretty well acquainted with every 
apartment in the daik regions of Pluto? I loved 
«4 you 


> to 


Guts 
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you when I was amongſt you, and endeavoured to 
promote the common cauſe, by every lye, falſ- 
©« hood, or calumny, I could invent. I ſuffer for it 
„ now, but I dare not ſpeak; or, I could a tale 
„ unfo/d: Oh! oh! oh !——But you will all know 
it in time, and I long for your company. 
+ You have been already informed how I, and the 
** reſt of the departed junto, ſtole our paſlage, and 
** bilk'd old furly Charon of his freight: we no ſoon- 
er got to our journey's end, than we began our old 
trade of Faction; and would immediately ſet all 
++ Hell by the ears together, if the maſter devil, old 
king Pluto, had not been too many for us. 
- * Oh! we once held the Scourge in our own hands; 
but now, we feel it ourſelves: yet all this is no- 
thing to what we ſuffer on youi account at preſent, 
** by your unfortunate, imprudent addreſs to the 
Public, of laſt Saturday“. Many a day's labour, 
D 5 many 


* From the Freeman's Journal, May gth, 1767. 


The COMMIT TEE, to the PUBLIC. 


Nothing leſs than the /aff inſolent Attack of the puerile 
Publiſher of a periodical Paper ealled the Mercury, on 
the Conductors of this Paper, could poſſibly have tempted them 
to pay any Attention to him or his Colleagues.. And even now, 
it is with the utmoſt ReluAance they ſtain their Paper with 
ſuch Subjects; but that they find themſelves called upon to do 
that Juſtice, which they think their Duty to the public De- 
mands of them, and that meerly to remove from the Credu- 
ious, Impreſſions, as falſely, as wicked'y infinuated, in his Pa- 
per of the fifth Inſtant He informs bis Readers that, 

« He thinks himſelf under a Neceſſity of declaring, that it 
« has ever been an eſſential Part of his Study, ſince the Com- 
© mencement of this (his) Paper, not only to inculcate the re- 
© ſpe due to our civil M:giltracy, but alſo to w'rdicate them 
as occaſion offered, from the audacious Aſper ſions and baſe Ca- 
© lumnies, publiſhed in the FREEMAN's JOURNAL.” He there- 
fore, with the greater Cenßdence aſſerts, „ that a Letter ia 
„the Mexcury of Saturday the 28th of April, paſt, was 
« inſerted with no other View, than as a modeſt Anſwer to a 
„ moſt unchriſtianlike Propoſal, printed in the Fxzeman's 
6%. JourxNAL of the 18th cf April,” He then proceeds _ 

© 
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« many a night's watching hath it coſt us, many a 
« dirty job have we undertaken, many a filthy fink 
* have we waded through, many were the ſcandals 


© and 


the like medeſly, and informs—our worthy Magiſtrates, that, 
« they ſhall ever find him unwearied in his Attention to affiſt, 
as far as lies in his Power, to ſupport their Dignity and de- 
« fend their Characters.“ The Remainder of his very modeſt 
Paragraph, we ſhall paſs by, as impertinent to the Subject, 
tho? inſolent to his Superiors. 

How far, the above Charges againſt the Conductors of this 
Paper, are founded in Truth, they are not aſhamed to ſubmit 
to the candid Public, For, where ever this Paper has touched 
upon civil Magiſtracy, it has always been conducted with a 
fixed Eye, to their Dignity and Importance in a free State. 
And where Cenſures have been paſſed upon any, they have 
been levelled at ſuch only, as have abuſed their Authority by 
arbitrary Acts, by Supineneſs in their Conduct, or by betraying 
the Rights of thoſe, it was their Duty to protect. True it is, 
that againſt ſuch and every other known Invader of the civil 
© Rigbts, Properties or Fame of the Community or its Members, 
whether in high or low Station, this Paper was avowedly inſti- 
tuted to Scourge, But, the Virtuous, the Good, the Loyal, 
the Oppreſſed, have always met ſuch Countenance and Protec- 
tion, as a public Paper could afford them. 

This being the Plan of the Founders of this Paper, the 
Gentlemen to whom the Direction of it hath from Time to 
Time been committed, have ſo far acted up to the Spirit of its 
Inſtitution, as not to admit any Thing knowingly therein, re- 
pugnant to Principles they hold inviolable; Principles, found- 
ed on, and ſupported by the glorious Revolution : To which, 
all of that puiſne Publiſher's Caſt, can lay no juſt Claim, as 
Enemies or Strangers to them. Yet, with an Effrontery un- 
paralleled, this petit Supperter of Magiſtracy, wantonly calum- 
niates, where he ſhould apologize for his Inſolence: and as a 
farther Proof of his great Modeſty, he engages to . aſſiſt, ſup- 
„Pert and defend our worthy Magiſtrates in their Dignity and 
Characters.“ They ſurely, can henceforth have nothing to 
fear, when thus aſſured of Aſſiſtance, Support and Defence 
But there is nothing novel in all this, for whoever will be at 
the trouble to conſider this medeſ{ Youth, and trace his Steps, 
will find him ſtrictly uniform upon his ewvn Principles. To the 
Point, before we quit the SubjeR. 

As a young Editor of a periodical Paper, ſomething muſt be 
attempted to gain him and it, an Eſtabliſhment ; the Cauſe to 
be eſpouſed, was not the ſmalleſt Object; the Hands it was in, 
made it naturally ſuſpected by every real Friend of civil and 
religious Liberty; the Grub-/lreet Plan, was deemed an expe- 


dient 
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« and calumnies we forged; and all this to bring 
our beloved journal to that perfection in which we 
« left it with you. Now, alas! you have marr'd all, 
« by entering Tourſe;wes in perſon into the liſts with 
« that puiſne boy, the publiſher of the Dublin Mer- 


& Cury. 

10 We have carefully avoided ſuch rencounters 
« and tho' we ſometimes united all our forces to give 
« him a laſh, yet, the ſacred name of the COM- 
« MITTEE was never abuſed to that purpoſe ; we 
« always borrowed that of ſome letter-writer, by 

* which. 


dient for the Purpoſe; and the FREENMAN's JourRNAL and its 
ConpucToRs, as being obnoxious to Tyrants and Slaves of 
every Caſt, were fixed upon to make the Attack, —Hirelings 
of every Denomination embarked in the Service, with a View 
to check the Progreſs of the one; and to eſtabliſh the other. 
Epigrams, Epithets, &c. &c, were ſoon laviſhly diſtributed 
thro' that Sink of Proſtitution, againſt ideal Characters, as the 
imaginary ConduQors,——"The /at-nt Enemies of Freedom, 
chriſhed this BAT, in hopes of ſucceeding in their Project, 

ard every Invention has been ſtrained to effect it: But alas! 
How have they been diſappointed ? Tbe Proprietors of the 

FREE PRESS, are governed by Principles of another nature; 

they are not, cannot be ſhaken from Principles that brought 

forth the Revolution; that ſettled and eſtabliſhed a Proteflant 

Government in theſe Kingdoms. Theſe Principles unknown 

to, and untaught by Slaves, have given them Fortitude to pre- 

ſevere, in aſſailing the Enemies of the State, the petty Tyrant, 

or the abje& Slave, of every Species and Denomination, 

Thus much, the ConduCtors of this Paper, judged neceſſary 
to lay before the Public, as this is the firſt Time tbey have 
meddled with the Subject. And before they quit it, they take the 
Liberty to conclude, finally,. with the Fable of a very-eminent 
Writer on a ſimilar Occaſion, which they offer as a general 
Anſwer to their ſeveral Correſpondents, who have intereſted 
themſelves in the illiberal and unmerited Abufe thrown out 
againſt them, by this Supporter of Magiſtracy and his Aſſoci- 
ates, 

<« It happened one Day. as a ſtout and honeſt Maſtiff: that 
„ guarded the Village where he lived :gainft Thieves and Rob- 
„bers, was gravely walking, with one of his Puppies by his 
« Side, all the little Dogs in the Street gathered about him, 
© and barked at him. The little Puppy was ſo offended at this 
„ Afﬀront done his Sire, that he aſked him, why he would not 
« fall upon them, and tear them to Pieces? To which the 
« Sire anſwered, with a great compoſure of Mind, if there 
* were no Currs, I ſhould be no Maſtiff,” 
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*« which ſtratagem, we ſcreen'd ourſelves from the 
laugh of the public at our puny efforts. Oh! 
*« you ſhould never have ſuffered your anger to get 
the better of your hypocriſy: we knew full well 
that Mercury, the avowed patron of this young 
man, had rendered him invulnerable to all our 
blunt attacks; we knew, that he had given him 
beſides, ſome real friends endowed with thoſe 
mighty powers of wit, humour, good ſenſe, and 
humanity ; things that we never meddled with nor 
« underſtood. 
How then could you be ſo mad as to enter on 
ſuch unequal combat ?—Fools, dolts as you are, 


tele 


14 
10 
cc 
44 
66 


£4 


* why did not you, like that modeſt youth, keep the 
* within your own bounds; you had it in your « He 
« power to throw as much dirt as you pleaſed by go. 


other hands; and for yourſelves, we left you an 
ample field to work upon ;——Tyranny, Arbitrary 
Poxwer, Oppreſhuon, Slavery, Popery, Conſtitutional 
Freedom, Bad Kings, Wicked Judges, Supine Ma- 
« oiſirates, Greedy Aldermen, Falſe Patriots, Petty 
„ Tyrants, Abje4 Slaves, Revolution Principles, &c. 
« c. fe, Why, in the devil's name—I fay, why, 
«© gentlemen, theſe words alone, which have alread 

lled the world with millions of Grub-ftreet libels, 
might, by perſons of your complete hypocriſy, 
lying and diſſimulation, be ſtill rurned, and twined,, 
and twiſted into an infinite variety of combinati- 
ons, and ſerve as tracts, eſſays, remarks upon hiſ- 
tory, chapters upon government, letters from pa- 
triots, &c. &c. which would, at all times, keep 
up the cry of liberty, along with the ſpirit of li- 
centiouſneſs, and ſo make you maſters of the mob, 
who would then coſe * even a Lord Lieutenant 


for you when you pleaſed, without rhyme or rea- 
ſon. 


«c 


© This 


For a definition of the word Cossix G, ſee Dean Swift's 


Examination of certain abuſes, corruptions, and enormities in 
the city of Dublin, 
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c might have done,—this was your in- 
RS Ss. alas! what are you? You have 


. he grand bulwark of the Free Preſs, hypocri- 
4. Þ and dfliemulation | the world now ſees that you 
young 2 
I our : ' = 
a ghoſt —Ob! had ye been like me.—I remember, 
hen I was in the world, that ſometimes my very 


ry, will deſpife you for it, and think 
po . has reaſon. I ſweat for you, tho 


66 ready to fly out from my noſtrils with 
4 e e cad, at the deep incifions 1 recei- 
« yed from that anatomizer of our dear Committee, 
« Teoffry Wagſtaffe, yet no body ever faw a change 
« jn one muſcle of my face; 1 paſſed unnoticed, was 
thought unhurt, Ong | bled inwardly to death. 
cc diſſimulation! k 

5 15 entlemen, theſe are the arts by which you 
might ſtill have preſerved your empire over the 
« dregs of the people. But now, alas! that you 
have unmaſked yourſelves, your friends will with- 
« draw their large ſubſcriptions, the common people 
„vill deſpiſe your paper, the news-boys will be 
« aſhamed to cry it, and it will be refuſed by many 
* where it was ſent gratis —Unhappy caſe ! alas, I 
* repent too late that ever I embarked in it, for, as 
have had occaſion to repeat before,“ had I ſerved 
« my trimming ſhop, as faithfully as I did the Free- 
*« Preſs, I would not now be what I am, 


« The Ghoſt of pow Car.“ 


> 4 
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Sic catulos canibus, Virs, 
Havi 
ature, 
ow {hi 
ut in C 
or th: 
jonſtr 
harad 
ee viſt 
ith o 
ropt, 

veath 
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ufes: 


So whelps to dogs. 


T is an old trick with arch boys, when they have 

a mind for ſport, to fling a drowned puppy or a 

live cat amongſt a crowd.. They moſt commonly take 
them by the tails, by which means they can throw 
them with the greater force, or, to ſpeak phyſically, 
they have the greater momentum, by having the 
quantity of matter of the animal's whole body added 
to the velocity. In like manner, I muſt make bold 
to cant thoſe poiſoned vermin of the Free Prefs 
amongſt my readers once more, and ſeize them by 


that falſe tail which they have ſtolen, to ſet off their Wgnih: 
naſty bottom; I mean the concluſion of one of my Nolem 
couſin Ifaac Bickerſtaffe's lucubrations, which they Meſcri 


have had the impudence to clap to the end of one of 
their ſtupid addreſſes to the public. 
We are told by voyage writers, that a ſhark has 


ſuch ſtrength in his tail, that when taken on board a {Wcarca 
ſhip, he would break the deck with it if not prevent- with 
ed, and therefore their firſt precaution is to chop it ger i 
off with a hatchet, Juſt ſo theſe tremendous ſharks Wh what 
of the Free Preſs, are not content to devour the cha- ſay, 
racters of all who are not of their party, with their than 


helliſh fangs of calumny and detraction, but they alſo 
aſſume a dim caude, to batter all oppoſers. In or- 
der to this, they affix one to their miſhapen carcaſe, 
which my ingenious kinfman intended as a ſcourge to 
ſuch horrid ſcribblers as themſelves. Were he now 
living, and to find them applying his Fable in the 


manner they have done, by calling themſelves the 
Maſtiffs 
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W ifs, he would be very apt to turn that Fable 
2 wift's upon them, of the Inundation, and ſay, 


« A new dropt ball of horſe's dung, 
« Mingling with apples in the throng, 
« Says to the pippin plump and 3 


ſ— * Se, brother, how we apples ſwim.” 

9 Having thus diſſected the tail of this monſter in 
ature, or as naturaliſts call it, a Luſus Nature ; I ſhall 
ow ſhew how applicable this fable is to themſelves, 

2y have fut in quite a different ſenſe from what they meant it. 

Py Or 2 {For that they in reality are the cutrs, is evident to a de- 

ly take Whonftration. This I ſhall prove by giving the true 

throw {WhharaQteriſtic of a curr ;—and firſt, a curr is ever ſour, 
ſically, Weeviſh and ill natured ; he conſtantly barks whether 
ng the Whvith or without cauſe : he has ſharp ears, unleſs when 
added rept, as Prynne was. He is apt to run mad in warm 
e bold Heather, and to bite at every thing that comes in his 
Preſs ay. He will have the impudence to attack crea- 

m by Pures above his own ſtrength, confiding in his own in- 

their gnificancy. The ſight of white linen, or the ſound of 

f my olemn muſic, will ſet him beſide himſelf. From this 

| they Wldeſcription I believe my readers will not be at a loſs to 


nd out the real currs. > 
Having now ſhewn who this curr is, tho' a curr who 


k has has loſt his tail; I ſhall next anatomize that filthy 
ard a carcaſe from whence it was lopt off. It is fraught 
vent- with venom, and malice, and I believe the gall is lar» 
op it ger in him in proportion, than in any other creature 
harks WF whatſoever. It is no wonder then, that Swift ſhould 
cha- hay, that he dreaded one of theſe currs let looſe, more 
their than he would a lion with his teeth drawn, his nails 
 alfo pared, and chained. As they are ever quarrelſome, 
or- they are conſtantly bringing themſelves into ſcrapes; 
caſe, and when they provoke a maſtiff to give them a 
ge to ſqueeze, or to piſs upon them, they immediately cry, 
now out a common cauſe, and call out for aſſiſtance to 
the thoſe who are by no means of the ſame kidney with 


them, nor indeed of the ſame ſpecies. Nor do I 
know of any, except the meaneſt reptiles, to _ 
| they 
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they can claim kindred, unleſs in the ſame manner 2 
the above author mentions ! 


« Lice from our bodies ſuck their food. 
* Is then a louſe our fleſh and blood? 


As a cutr is very near a kin to a fox, I hay 
ſometimes had very good ſport in ſeeing a pack of 
hounds run down a curr as keen as they would a fox 
So that my readers may, if they pleaſe, call this ſpe 
culation, a curr hunt, and aſſiſt me to worry theſe de 
ſtruQtive animals in imagination. Or if any of ay 
ingenious correſpondents will join their packs to mine 
in this chace, we may perhaps have ſome ſport, and 
poſſibly rid the country of a nuiſance ; for to ſpeak 
more plainly, what can be more inſolent than for thok 
vermin to affert, that, becauſe their nonſenſe in prof 
and rhime, was expoſed and laid open to the public, 
that therefore the civil and religious liberty of the 
kingdom was in danger. Does that liberty conſiſt in 
an afſumed licentioutneſs to abuſe every body, and 
even men in the higheſt ſtations ? Has every printer 
who calls himſelf a proteſtant, a patent for this ſcur. 
Tillity ? And ſhall not writers who are members of, 
and perhaps are very cloſely connected with the 
eſtabliſhed church, comment upon thoſe things, and 
communicate their thoughts in the Mercury without 
being called papiſts ? Is it a neceſſary conſequence 
that becauſe Hoey is not a proteſtant, that therefore 
his aſſiſtants are not io? But I ſee where the ſhoe pinches, 
Their paper is almoſt funk by the ſuperior merit of 
the Mercury, and they are now like drowning men 
catching at a bulruſh: I look upon their effort of the 
ninth of May, to be like the laſt ſtroke of the gaſping 
cock; it was very weak, but ſpiteful, and puts mein 
mind of Virgil's account of Turnus's death, 


|. Vitaque cum Gemitu fugit indignata ſub umbras. 


evi — And to the ſhades below 
With indignation flies his groaning ſoul, 


Trae. 


I ſhould 
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| ſhould make ſome apology to my readers, for de- 
lining them ſo long upon ſo difagreeable a ſubject; 
ut as I am no hireling, (as the Freeman would inſinu- 
te) and write to leafs myſelf only, I ſhall make none. 
\nd perhaps I ſhould have laid down my pen long 
go, if it were not for the pleaſure I take now a 


hae hen of kicking thoſe curs. I promiſe them; that if 
pack oWhey are troubleſome any longer, that I will give them 
d a fox ch a pill of Nux Vomica as will do their buſineſs. 
his ſpe Ni irritart Leones, is a maxim which impotent ani- 


als like them ſhould well confider. Creatures who 
ave no weapons of defence, ſhould be careful not to 
vive offence. I ſhall conclude with an old fable, 


1ele de- 
of my 
oO mine 


rt, and rhich I met ſome where or other. © A curr once had 
o ſpeat* offended a maſtiff; the conſequence was, that the no- 
Tr thoſe i ble creature clapt his paw upon the neck of the petu- 
n proſe lant reptile, and was juſt going to choak him; a lion 
public. WW happened to paſs by; the currcried out for aſſiſtance, 
of the but to no purpoſe, the generous lion bad the maſtiff 
nſiſt i to finiſh him, Er he was ſure he deſerved it.” I hope 
y, and therefore, the public, who have been addreſſed by a 


yan ommittee of currs, will juſt act as the lion did. 

is ſcur. 

bers of SP . > XD, « © 

th the Ce JD 62 

'S, and 

vithou No. 83. Tueſday, May 19. 

quence | 

erefore 

N Scribimus indocti doftique Hos. 
g men Every deſperate blockhead dares to write. 

of the , | 
aſping NV man who has ever ſo little knowledge of 
mein A the world, will perceive, that ignorant effron- 


tery will always endeavour, if poſſible, to run down 
modeſt merit All the blockheads in the world are 
as naturally as ſworn enemies to men of ſenſe, as Hanni- 
bal was to the Romans. Like Pharoah's lean kine, 
they are ever ready to devour the goodly kine where- 
ver it appears, and to, ſwallow up genius, in ignorance 
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and dulneſs. As they cannot do this by fair mean 
they will ſtick at none, how baſe or diſhonourable { 
ever, to accompliſh their wicked ends. Lies, falſhoog 
and defamation, are generally the engines which the 
ſet to work, to pull down the reputations of other, 
in order to build up their own upon the ruins of then 


o. 83. 
moſt ſt 
luckily 
blow, 
ſuch ſ- 
are va 
bitter. 


How many wicked ſcribblers, for inſtance, have gain Ob 
a wretched ſubſiſtance by writing againſt religion? i pub! 
though the true wages of their fin ſhould have beer CIt1Ze! 
nothing but death? How many Grub-ſtreet garetteen{W hair ; 
did Swift, Addiſon, my couſin Iſaac, and many other hand: 
keep from periſhing ? And J have the vanity to inf Ferie. 
pine, that theſe my ſpeculations have contributed i ing W 
eep ſome wretches from famiſhing in theſe hard time, that's 
particularly thoſe of the Free-Preſs : for they cu. — 
ningly endeavour to ſupport their ſinking nonſenſe, . en 
a faint attack on the Mercury and its aſſociates, a 2 mit 
they call them. Theſe drowning creatures want 10 deſig 
catch at my ſkirts, to hinder them from ſinking ino —— 


oblivion, and are obliged to be ſcurrilous, to make the 
public take notice of them. To confirm what I hae f u 
ſaid, I ſhall preſent my readers with an epiſtle I have this! 


juſt received from the ſcribbler-major of the Free- n al 
reſs. * 


* To Trorexy WaGcsTarFrs, E/. 7 
| * 


S © flon 


Believe I need not tell you that I am the writer “ pre 

of the beſt things which have hitherto appeared per 
in the Freeman's Journal: I am the writer pitched . pub 
upon to attack Hoey, and pull down his Mercury: our 
he deſerves it from me; for, as I told you before, | W* gua 
offered to write for him upon very eaſy terms, but be it, 
rejected me, as I was no ſcholar. I gave hima S& 
ſevere ſtroke ſome time ago in my famous poem of MW vaſ 
the PuppinG ; but ſome: how or other, the public qu. 
wanted taſte and did not reliſh it: Egad I was quite WW * hay 
chap fallen at that, and my maſters of the Free · Preſ WM * of 
were very near turning me off. Well, I was 0 * hay 

© mo 
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moſt ſtarving, and our paper almoſt dead, until very 
a 


1rable 0 luckily on the gth of » I gave Hoey ſuch a 
fal ſhood blow, as he will not eaſily recover : egad there is 
nich the ſuch fatice in it, as Swift could not reach. There 
f other are vaſt number of Italics in it, which make it curſed 
of then bitter. 

e gained © Obſerve how I begin, by calling him * a puerile 


ion? ol, 
we beer 
aretteen 
7 Others, 


« publiſher,” becauſe he does not appear like a grave 
citizen with a large white wig, but wears his own 
hair ; neither does he walk flow, with a cane in his 
hand: that's a wipe. Next, I call his paper © 6 


»” 


to im. periodical paper :” egad periodical is a very ſound- 
buted u ing word, and fignifies a paper that has periods in it: 
d time: that's my meaning, and a damn'd ſevere one it 18. 
ey cun Could poſſibly hade tempted me to pay any atten- 
enſe, i lion to him or his Colleagues.” Hang me but I had 
ates, ai a mind to have ſaid Comrogues, if I dare. This is 
want to deſigned againſt you, and all who take Hoey's part. 
ing into Now for a rhetorical flouriſn: And it is even 
ake the no with the utmoſt reluctance they flain their paper 
t hae vi ſuch ſubjects. Do you obſerve the art of 
Tharef this? for there was nothing we wiſhed for ſo much 


gas an open to attack him. Staining paper is a phraſe 
] am very fond of, and uſe it on all occaſions where 
© I mean to be abuſive. This is all by way of an ad- 
* dreſs from the great Committee of the Free-Preſs, to 
* the public; which, by the bye, is vaſt condeſcen- 
* ſion; and therefore, as we look upon the public to 
: be credulous, that is, fools, “abe will remowe im- 
Writer “ pre ſſions as falſely, as wickedly, inſinuated in his pa- 
peared Bi" per of the fifth of May.” Mind how we manage the 
itched public; we will not let them ſee with any eyes but 
guy: ours; we treat them as minors, and we are their 
ore, guardians, Don't you think we are in the right of 
ut be it, ſince they will ſuffer it. | 
him 3 After this preface, which you muſt allow to be 
em of * vaſtly clever, I fall moſt unmercifully uponHoey, by 
»ublic BY « quoting part of his own advertiſement. Shall he 
quite By have the inſolence to ſay he will ſupport the dignity 
Freſ of magiſtrates, and defend their characters, when we 


as al- have a mind to pull them down? Does he conſider 
moſt that 


Free- 
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that we of the Free-Preſs are the cenſors of this age know 

Are we not the only people who have a right M 57+ * 
have a fixed eye to their dignity and importante iſ what x 
* a free flate ? This I explain after, by ſaying, tha tors, 
where cenſures have been paſſed upon any, they hau bears 
_ © been levelled at ſuch only, as have abuſed their auths 
* rity by arbitrary acts, by ſupineneſs in their conduct, 
* by PR the rights of thoſe it was their duty 1 


* rote.” This is my patent for ſcolding ſuch ut of e 
do not pleaſe me. Egad ] did not ſpare even a l vi. 
* viceroy, I roaſted an alderman, and I will not le tho'! 
* any alone until I am bought off, You ſee I tel yet I 
* them all, whether in high or low ſtation, that“ „ were 
** paper is avowedly inſtituted to ſcourge them : but th emplc 
* good, the loyal, and jo forth, ſball always meet witli what 
** countenance and protection Obſerve how I treu &c.” 
* the greateſt men, like a ſchool maſter : if they af cicula 
good boys, they ſhall have ſugar plumbs ; if no made 
* they ſhall be whipt. Next, you ſee I call Hoey i B 
* puiſne publiſher : this, egad, is a hard word, and kum 
* borrowed from an attorney of my acquaintance The 
* who tells me it is a French law word; and I put WF bat. 
in to make people think I underſtood French: bu cant 
* I'll tell you a ſecret, Mr. Wagſtaffe, I know u our 
enen 


* language but Engliſh, nor does any of our Commit: 
* tee, tho' the ignorant think us bela but wh love 
* ſignifies that, why may not I write, as well as a mat and 
* may practiſe phyſic without knowing Greek o licve 
Latin. | ' ſtaff 
* Again, you ſee [ call Hoey © a young editor i piec 
& periodical paper w this I call coming to the poin Hoe 
« before we quit the ſubjef :” then I grow myſterious MW this 
* and fay, “ that the cauſe to be eſpouſed, was not t | | 
* ſmalleſt object.“ Egad I'll lay a wager you dont tion 
underſtand my meaning in this: I'll warrant y, 
think I mean his paper by the cauſe ; but you mil: 
take ; I explain it thus :' the hands it was in, made 
it naturally ſuſpected by every real friend of civil and 
religious liberty. Obſerve now how I throw Grub- 
ſtreet at his door, by calling his a Grub-ſtreet plan 
L. was determined to cry whore firſt, and to * 
* on, 
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off, if poſſible that odious name from ourſelves, as I 
know our paper goes by the title of The GRux- 
STREET JOURNAL. After this, take notice with 
what pomp the Freeman's Journal, and its conduc 
tors, Come on in capital letters, 2s being the bug- 
bears of tyrants, and whip beggars of ſlaves. They 
lead up the van, like the conſtables and hangman at 
an execution, and the culprits of the Mercury, who 
are to ſuffer, bring up the rear. Hirelings 
« of every denomination.” ſays I. embarked in the 
* ſervice,” There's a touch at you, Mr. Batchelor ; 
tho'I know you are neither a hireling nor a papiſt, 
yet I muſt call ye all ſo to help the cauſe, for if I 
were to write nothing but the truth, I ſhould get no 
employment from the Free-Preſs, You will next ſee 
what has galled us moſt, ** Exigrams, epithets, &c. 
* &c.” Theſe are what we never can forgive, par- 
ticularly ſome verſes in the BATCHELOR, which 
made us appear ridiculous. _ 
* But now to come to the fineſt ſtroke of wit and 
humour that ever appeared in our journal, 
' The latent Enemies of freedom nouriſh the brat :” what 
* brat ? why, Hoey. This is a flap at his father, for 
* rearing ſuch a fellow: for if his father does not love 
our Free-Preſs, he muſt conſequently be a latent 
* enemy to freedom: for, love me, love my dog; 


4 love freedom, and you muſt love the Free-Preſs, 


and the Committee, and conduQors thereof. I be- 
* licve, take it altogether, you muſt own, Mr, Wag- 
* ſtaffe, this addreſs is the moſt ingenious and fatirical 
piece that ever appeared in our paper, as It laſhes you, 
Hoey, his father, and all his aſſociates; and to make 
* this kite fly the better, I clapt a tail to it which 
] ſtole from your couſin Bickerſtaffe's lucubra- 
tions. 

| * I am, Sir, yours, &C. 


W D 
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Fortes creantur fortibus & bonis : 
Eft in juvencis, eſi in equis patrum 
Virtus: nec imbellem feroces 
Progenerant aguilæ columbam. Hox, 


A valiant ſon ſprings from a valiant fire : 
Their race by mettle, ſprightly courſers prove; 

Nor can the warlike eagle's active fire 
Degenerate, to form the tim'rous dove. 


HERE was an epidemical diſtemper which 

| raged ſome years ago anongſt the natives d 
this iſland, and infected them with a kind of madneſs; 
I mean that of family pride: it ſeized upon thok 
chiefly who had no other merit but a long anceſtr, 
and no other property but a pompous pedigree. The 
uſual ſymptoms of this diſeaſe were latinels, inſolence 
and idleneſs, and the fatal conſequence of it, beggary, 
wretchedneſs and want. So dire were the effets, 
that whoever was afflicted with it, would rather ſtarve 


as a gentleman, than have recourſe to arts or induſtry Hor 
for procuring an honeſt independent livelihood. They ve, 
who could trace the blood of monarchs in their vein Me br 
imagine it would contaminate their illuſtrious families, Meat tk 
that even the younger brothers ſhould apply them why 1 
ſelves to trade: accordingly they were bred idlers, think, 
with a great deal of good blood, but no fortunes ; and men a: 
were therefore generally the hangers-on of ſuch of Egypt 
their relations as had any property, or elſe entered in- ſtate v 
to the ſervice of foreign powers. | es, 1 

Thus did this |; me lay waſte this fruitfulcoun- Meret 
try, until good ſenſe and knowledge of the world ba- nd. {0 


niſhed it almoſt entirely away, and reſtored the inha- s © 


bitants to ſound reaſon. A little of it ſtill remains in MI cuſtor 
| the i day. 
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remote parts of the kingdom; however, it is wear- 
7 away by degrees. 

would not by any means have my readers imagine, 
at I deſign by this to level all diſtinction of families, 
rank the upſtart of yeſterday, with the antient no- 
lit / and gentry of this kingdom: on the contrary, I 
ink we may juſtly expect the nobleſt actions and the 
ueſt ſenſe of glory, from thoſe whoſe forefathers trod 
fore them in the paths of honour. We have a glo- 
ous example of this in an illuſtrious peer of this 
alm, who is not only the ornament of his country, 
ut alſo it's moſt zealous and ſteady friend. He ſup- 
orts with becoming dignity,that exalted rank which he 
ſo juſtly placed 1n, and rather adds luſtre to it, than 
ceives any from it. With what greatneſs of mind 
oes he reje& any lucrative employment, which might 
revent him from ſerving his country, or his friend ? 
o ſum up all, he is the noble, diſintereſted, and glo- 
jous patriot ; the conſtant and ſincere friend, the 
renerous benefactot, and above all, the honeſt man. 
moſt humbly beg his grace's pardon, for thus dimi- 
iſhing his virtues, by my 1mperfe& endeavours to 
eſcribe them: but I think grateful acknowledgements 
ire the leaſt tribute due to this great man, for the 
nany ſignal ſervices he has done, and is ready to do, 
0 his country, 

Horace ſays, in my motto, that the brave beget the 
brave, and illuſtrates it by a very juſt compariſon in 
ne breed of cattle. Every body muſt acknowledge 
hat this rule holds good with regard to them, and 
why not alſo with regard to men? It is natural to 
think, that a noble ſpirit will deſcend in the blood of 
men as well as in that of horſes. This the antient 
Egyptians were ſo ſenſible of, that all honours in the 
ſtate were hereditary, and continued in the ſame fami- 
ies, until forfeited by ſome degenerate action. Thus 
were the plebeians confined within their own ſphere, 
and ſo far did they carry it, that the ſon of an artificer, 
was obliged to follow the trade of his father Theſe 
cuſtoms obtain in ſome of the eaſtern countries to this 
Cay, I cannot fay that I approve of them, as ny 

mu 
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muſt curb the merit of many riſing geniuſes, which j 
every ſtate ſhould be encouraged, wherever it is found, 


but it ſhews the notions of thoſe people with regard 
the deſcent of virtue in families. 

| would have no man think lightly of a noble ar 
ceſtry, (becauſe none deſpiſe it but they who are def. 
cient in this reſpect) but | would not have any perſa 
to value himſelf meerly for it. A man ſhould ha 
merit of his own, otherwiſe he ſhould be aſhame 
to own that he is deſcended from thoſe who wer 
eminent for it. When we ſee a fellow with the foil 
of a peaſant, who is ſprung nominally from anceſtor, 
renowned for ſhining virtues, we are apt to imagine 
that the ſtrain has been croſſed ſomewhere by the but 
ler or the coachman. 

I ſhall conclude this paper with an old Fable, which 
I think pertinent to this ſpeculation, ** A cur one da 
* boaſted to a lion, that he was of the ſame family, 
* and claimed kindred to him; how can that be, ye 
«« inſignificant reptile, ſays the lion; you may as wel 
*« ſay that a cur begat me, as that a lion could be one 
of your anceſtors.” ] 


een 
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Vincit amor fatrie, 


N all the hiſtories we read, whether of Greece, Rome 
or any other nation, we meet with many heroes 
who have ſacrificed their lives and fortunes for the 
good of their country; we have had likewiſe in theſe 
kingdoms many ſhining examples of great men, who 
have been the champions of the laws, religion and li- 
berties of their country, and not a few have ſhed their 
blood in the glorious cauſe. No character, I think. 


ſo juſtly deferves our praiſe or admiration, as that of 
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the defender of his country againſt either foreign or 
domeſtic enemies : whether it be the love of tame, or 
a principle of virtue, which is the ſpring ol thele great 
mens, actions, is of no conſequence, ſince the effects 
were beneficial to mankind ; we are to judge on the 
moſt favourable fide of the queſtion; but I fancy 
ſome were led on by the one, and tome by the 
other. 

The love of fame, when founded on true princi- 
ples, is virtuous ; but When on falſe ones, it becomes 
vicious: it degenerates into ambition, and that ſpuri- 
ous kind of honour, which makes the poſſeſſors of it 
the plagues and ſcourges of the world. A man, there- 
fore, who oppoſes the invaders of the natural rights, 
liberties and properties of his fellow-creatures, or 
countrymen, may juſtly be ſtiled a Patriot, in the true 
ſenſe of the word. Every individual ia ſociety cannot 
have opportunity of diſtinguiſhing hiwſelt thus nobly, 
nor do the times always require it; it is enough for 
private perſons, who ate in no diitinguiſned character 
of life, if they be honeſt, peaceable, induſtrious, and 
mind only their own buſineſs: it is time enough for 
them to take up arms when their country calls upon 
them. Men of moderate capacities, and only in the 
middle or inferior rank of life, muſt not pretend to 
guide the helm of government, but leave it in the 
hands of thoſe of greater talents, in exalted lations. 
A cobler, or a coal- porter, becauſe he cannot diſcern 
the ſecret nicer ſprings of the great machine, is not to 
cry out that it goes wrong: plebeians, therefore, ſhould 
ſubmit quietly to the better judgment of their ſupe- 
riors. 

We ſee plainly the fatal effects of democracy in 
Athens and Rome; it overturned the conſtitution of 
both. As extremes always meet, except in the caſe 
of lines exactly parallel, ſo democracy ever ends in 
tyranny: for let but an artful fellow, by cajoling os 
bribing the mob, once gain their good opinion, and he 
gains his point, as Cæſar did in Rome, and Crom- 
well in England. 
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No man is a greater friend to liberty than I am, or 
would be more ready to hazard his life or property 
in defence of our preſent happy conſtitution than! 
would be, if need required. I highly honour Paoli 
for his glorious aſſertion of the liberti.s of his coun- 
try, againſt the uſurpation of the Genoeſe; and! 
fancy, that if Swift were now living he would recant, 
and add him to that famous ſextumvirate, to which he 
faid all the ages of the world could not add a ſeventh. 
We muſt therefore make a diſtinction between real 
liberty and licentiouſneſs. The amor patriæ conſiſts 
then in chearfully endeavouring in our ſeveral ſtations 
to ſupport the former, by being good ſubjects and 
good citizens, and by checking, as far as in us lies, 
that curſed ſpirit of ſedition and faction, which poſ 
ſeſſes ſome people. 

How odd muſt it appear to a ſtranger, or even to a 
man of common ſenſe amongſt ourſelves, if he read: 
what comes from our printing preſſes, to obſerve what 
dreadful grievances are daily complained of by the 
patriotic (Cribblers of both nations? That at a time 
when we are in peace with the whole world, and 
have in reality nothing to fear at home, theſe fellows 
are conſtantly alarming their neighbours with ſome 
horrible danger, which is no more than the chimæn 
of their own vile imaginations. In England the mi- 
niſtry, here the Lord Lieutenant, or the Lord Mayor or 
Aldermen, are the bugbears with which they affright 
the populace, | 

Grub-ſtreet is full of hungry patriots, who are up 
on all occaſions ready to fight for their dear county 
not with ſwords, but gooſe quills : they fling 
rubbiſh from their garrets, on the enemy; fames& 

non furor arma miniſtrat, hunger and not anger fur- 

* niſhes weapons; even in our city of Dublin, ſome 

of the ſuperior apartments of the blind alleys and bye 

lanes, are furnjſhed with the ſame brave defenders 0 

their country; and I believe I need not inform my 

readers, that there is a group of them at St. Audeon's 

Arch: theſe are the worſt of all, for they fright chil 

- dren out of their wits; they diſturb the whole at 
bourhood 
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bourhood twice a week, by barking like dogs at their 
own ſhadow : ſometimes, becauſe they were told by 
ſome {chool- maſter, that gee/e once ſaved the Capitol 


of Rome by cackling ; they will cackle the 


whole 


night, and let no body ſleep, tho' there are no Gauls 


near them. 


I am apt to imagine, that if the old grey 


gander had a little corn thrown to him, all the cack- 
ling would ceaſe, and the neighbours might reſt. 

As it is the faſhion now to conclude all elaborate 
addreſſes to the public with 1 borrowed, ſo 


ſhall J, as an humble imitator, do the ſame: 


So to effect his party's ends, 

From hell a fadtious devil aſcends, 

His budget with ſedition cram'd, 

The contributions of the damn'd ; 
Which, with unſparing hand, he flrowes 
Thro corporations as he poes, 
And then at ew/ry city Fall 
Complains his budget was too ſmall. 


* A Card from The PUBLIC, 7 the reptile Com- 


* mittee for conducting the Free- Preſs. 
Meſſ. Grub-ſtreet, 


1 


Cannot forbear declaring, I was much ſurpriſed 
at your impudence in preſuming lately to addreſs 


mie as familiarly as if we were intimates ; when you 


know, — ſadly 


know, — from the petit number you 


print of your Grub-ſtreet Journal, 1 have ſcarcely 
* any acquaintance with you, or it: if you have 
* aught to communicate to me for the future, ſend it 
* by the DusLin Mercuxy, or any other print 


bearing my commiſſion. 


The writers in the Mer- 


* cury merit, and poſſeſs my favour in an eminent de- 
* gree, being bleſſed with an abundant ſhare of wit, 
* good ſenſe and good humour, which they employ to 
* the beſt of purpoſes, in the cauſe of Virtue and 
* Good Manners, againſt Vice and . 
Ale 
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* The inveQtive you beſtow on the editor of that pa- 
per“, only ſerve to convince me of your impotent 
* malice, and are ſo many teſtimonies in his fayour ; 
and to give the d— his due, they likewiſe indeed, 
* bear evidence that you have ſome feeling left, for 
* when we kick a cur, and he yelps, we may be ſure 
* he is hurt. Reſt aſſured, that you are held in the 
* moſt ſovereign contempt by me, | 


J © The PUBLIC: 


From the Mzrxcury in Parliament-ſtreet. 


Mr. Ho v, 


N admirer of Jeoffry Wagſtaffe's ſpeculations, 
A ſends you the following verſes: if they are 
thought deſerving of a place in your paper, you will 
hear further from 

Your humble ſervant, 
1 


r 


ILARTO fp, reſted in time, 
In youth begin to think ; 
Let wiſdom now direct your mind, 


Ere health and ſpirits fink, 
| Gay fancy's plumage then muſt fade, 


In warying colours dreſt; 
And wine no more its flights ſhall aid, 
To ſtart the brilliant jeſt. 
No 


Extract from the Freeman's Journal of laſt Saturday 
« We foretold three weeks ago, that the editor of the Dublin 
« Mercury, granting him the aſſiſtance of his moſt ingenious 
« correſpondents, would for the future publiſh nothing but the 
„ moſt deſpicable traſh, with which no human being could poſ- 
„ fibly be entertained... . Was ſuch abominable ſtuff ever 
« publiſhed before, as has appeared in the Mercury ſince the 
6 period abovementioned.” 
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No more in feſtive mirth you'll join, 
And ſprightly bumpers quaff ; 
Gay ſimilies no more 8 18. 


To raiſe the joyous laugh. 


To ſaveet attractive beauty dead, 
And waniſh'd Lucy's charms : 

Nor when each ſocial eve is fled, 
You'll languifh in her arms, 


A trembling, weak, infirm old age, 
Axaits declining years; 

Then ſharp reflection points its rage, 
And death's overcaſt with fears. 


HILARIO lift the voice of truth, 
And to your ſelf be Rind; 

For vice, not timely ſtopt in youth, 
Sinks deep within the mind, 


Obſerve a rake in lewdneſs grey, 
Whoſe talk contempt provokes ; 

And ſee him *midſt the young and gay, 
The butt of pointed jokes. 


Still hear him witious in defire ! 
Each old lewd tale relate; 
So Phoſphorus will mimick fire, 

And. ſhine devoid of beat. 


More trifling, vain. from age he grows, 
And plares in vice more bright; 
So rotten wood in darkneſs glows, 


And caſts around a light, 


Youthful defires then nature croſs, 
And ill with years apree ; 

They look but as the Sale. moſs, 
Sprung from a wither'd tree, 


Virtue alone gives joys that laſt, 
Keep then the golden mean ; 
Let faveet reflection ſhew the paſt, 
Ho:e—gild the future ſcene. 
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Virtue will bliſs divine impart, 
Till time ſhall be no more; 

And moral tranſport touch the heart, 
With bliſs unfelt before. 


When paſſion's weak, and reaſon flrong, 
Such ſerious thoughts ariſe ; 

'Twas then HiLarto con'd this ſong, 
For fickneſs made him wiſe. 


Since health has chear'd his languid breaſt, 
Bucks Bloods around him ſhine ; 

And ſwear, without his converſe bleſt, 
They find no joys in wine. 


With love of fame again he's ſmit, 
And laughs at wirtue's rules; 

So proſtitutes his ſenſe and wit, 
To gain th' applauſe of fools. 
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Projicit ampullas & ſeſquipedalia werba, Hos. 


With empty bombaſt, all his ſenſe confounds, 
And dings our ears with words of ſwelling ſounds. 


OTHING can be more ridiculous than the 
affectation of hard words, which many people 
ace ſo fond of, They muſt originally have taken their 
riſe from ignorant, half lettered pedants, who had no 
other way of ſhewing that they had a ſmattering of 
other languages befides their own. To theſe learned 
gentlemen we owe the vaſt number of unneceſſary 
new coined words, which have been dragged in upon 
us from Greek, Latin, Italian, French, and even High 
Dutch and Scotch. This they did in order to con- 
ceal the poverty of their genius, and to cover their 
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beggarly conceits with a gawdy attire of words. Who- 
ever has read many of the Engliſh authors, will find 
this remark to be true, That the beſt of them always 
wrote in a plain, eaſy, unaffected ſtile ; whilſt the 
bad ones endeayoured to conceal their nonſenſe under 
a multiplicity of ſwelling, bombaſtical ſounds. 

How ſimple is the language of Swift, Tillotſon, and 
Addiſon, and how eaſy to be underſtood ? whereas, 
we require a Lexicon and a Dictionary to find out the 
meaning of many ſcribblers, who affect obſcurity. 
The eate of the former, is like the behaviour of the 
well bred man ; and the ſtiffneſs of the latter, reſem- 
bles the troubleſome ceremony of the clown ; or as 
the gait of a gentleman differs from that of a dancing- 
maſter. By reading the ſwoln productions of half- 
bred authors, people have acquired a falſe taſte, and 
nothing pleaſes them but what are hard to be under- 
ſtood : fo that no writer hits their taſte who writes 
plain Engliſh. 

It would be endleſs to reckon up the tribe of words 
we are every day getting from the learned languages ; 
but I have not patience at thoſe taken from worte 
than our own; ſuch as Dernier for Laſt, Critique for 
Criticiſm, and many others, which a man will find in 
every bad writer. So general, then, is this abufe 
grown, that it has even crept into the common con- 
verſation, not only of our ſex, but even of that of the 
ladies. How often have I been in pain to hear an ig- 
norant coxcomb attempt to compliment a lady, in a 
ſtrain of unintelligible jargon, compoſed of hard words, 
knock'd out of joint, whilſt ſhe endeavoured to anſwer 
him in the ſame ſtile, with broken ſcraps from novels 
and romances : yet this is one of the chief accom- 
pliſhments of half the pretty gentlemen in town, and 
of the ladies who are called well bred : ſo that the 
end of ſpeech amongſt polite people is, not to under- 
ſtand each other, but to flouriſh with a jingle of high- 
flown words. 

But I ſhall explain this better to my readers, by 
tranſcribing a letter written by a pedantic coxcomb 
to a very ſenſible young uy : ſhe deſpiſed the _— | 
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of it ſo much, that ſhe gave it to her father to con- 
ſtrue it for her, as ſhe ſaid it was above her compre- 
henſion, and by that means I got a copy of it: 1 think 
it is ſomewhat in the ſtile of our modern novel 
epiſtles. 


. 


y h BE © hk © IS 2 ME ERC A OWE Is 26. 


* Divine CreATuURE, 


LBEIT it is inutile for me to attempt to de- 
lineate my tondre, as no vocabulary of words 
could furniſh ideas adequate to be the vehicle of my 
paſſion ; yet I adulate myſelf that you will not deem 
it indecorous, or impugn me of temerity, if I accoſt 
the ſublimity of your pulchritude, as the zenith of 
my affections. If your benignity will not deign to 
be propitious to the ardency of that flame, which 
cauterizes my vitals, you will ſuſpend me on the 
tenterhooks of deſperation, or deje& me down the 
tremendous precipice to the nadir of infelicity, 
From that prime period, in which my viſionary orbs 
were in a capacity of perſpecting the ſtarry convex 
of the heavens, they never banquetted on the blaze 
of ſo bright a luminary as the bright Galaxy of your 
tranſcendent charms. It is a Syſiphean labour, com- 
mix'd with audacity, to endeavour to elucidate, with 
the imbecility of my quill, what my gloſſary meme» 
ber is too feeble to ennarrate. If your ſuperabundant 
clemency will concede to a congrels, | ſhall be eter- 
nally felicitated ; and if it be not incongruous, I will 
prove a concomitant of your tea-table.this after- 
roon ; there will I imbibe love and tepid draughts 
cf te. | | 
If that ſapient progenitor, who gave hirth to th 
idol of my ſoul, ſhould renege or impede the con- 
ſummation of my czleftial felicity ; my mental re- 
ſ)lve is, that we fly the foot of the fugitive, and ab- 
{cond from his houſe-hold gods, or annihilation mutt 
impoſe a final period to the confines of my miſerable 
being. This ecclairciſſemert either diſmiſſes me to 
the tenebriferous regiors of infernal Pluto, or de- 
tains 
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tains me to behold the animating lucid rays of this 
ſolar ſyſtem. 

permit, then, adorable centre of all perfection, 
the deiicateſſe of your tender frame, to commiſetate 
the inſuperable conflagration of the oy e 
igneous paſſion, which conſumes me. Be auſpi- 


« cious, then, with happy omens to the ſupplicating 


c 


vows of your proſtrate votary, and vernacular 


adorer, 
W * STREPH ON.“ 


— — 


From the Mercury in Parliament: ſtreet. 
To the Printer of the DuBLin Mercury. 


Extemplo Lilyæ mag nas et fama per urbes : 
Fama, malum quo non aliud velocius ullum : 


Mobilitate wiget, wireſque acquirit eundo, VIRG. 


Mr. Hon v, Tullamore, Jan. 19. 


S a member of ſociety, I think myſelf vaſtly in- 

debted to your excellent paper, for the many 
publick ſpirited hints contained in it from time to 
time, and your readineſs to inſert the uſeful animad- 
verſions of your correſpondents. 

Virgil, in his inimitable deſcription of Fame, has 
pointed out the hideouſneſs of that monſter in the moſt 
pathetick terms, and plainly demonſtrated what bane- 
ful effets may flow from the fury of ſuch a fiend, 
when a man's character and reputation are attacked; 
to anſwer the private pique or prejudice of a parti- 
cular perſon, the happineſs and ſatisfaction of a fami- 
ly ſubverted by the malicious inſinuations of deſign- 
ing people; when calumny, ſlander and detraction, 
ferve as topicks for converſation, and gratify the in- 
quiſitive diſpoſition of the hearers ; when. this is the 
caſe, Fame inſtantly conveys the ſcandal to diſtant 
parts, and publiſhes the * n ignificant defects, to 
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the total diſadvantage of the party. Shakeſpeare fine. 
ly expreſſes it : 


He who filches from me my good name, 
Robs me of that, which nought enriches him, 
And makes me poor indeed. — 


On the contrary, how praiſe-worthy is it to conceal 
the faults, and gloſs over the imperfections of our ac- 
quaintance ? How pleaſing the reflections of doing as 


we would be done by, and of acting in that upright 


ſtation, which true religion points out. 
If you give the above a 12 in your paper, it wil 
oblige your humble ſervant, &c. 
CANDOR. 


Mr. Hoey, 
"0 HE following Song was compoſed by an officer, 


on a certain occaſion ; and as it never yet ( 
ſuppoſe) appeared in print, doubt not but it may be 
agreeable to your readers, as well as to your humble 
ſervant, 


AnoNnymMovus 


A SONG on the STAFF. 


'LL tell you a flory will make you to laugh, 
I Of a ſett of odd flicks that are turn'd to a Staff, 
Made of oung ſappy alder, and old __ 
And ftraggling Scotch fir, and ſpungy bamboo, 
erry down, down, hey derry down. 


Great HERCULES, who all the monſlers did drub, 
Took juſt ſuch a Staff when he quitted his club: 
Let none, my brave boys, of preferment deſpair, 

For no doubt with this Staff we'll ſpin out the war. 


Renown'd BELISARIUs, ſo brave and fo ſage, 
Had juji ſuch a Staff to ſupport his old age; 
Then like jovial blind veggars, be chearful and gay, 
And lean on your fiaff, and twill poke out your way. 


Surt 


The 
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Sure now the proud French will acknowledge our yoke, 
Ours is not a ſtaff that is rugged or broke ; 
'Tavill knock down our foes and ſecure all our . ig ; 
'Tis a Quarter- Staff, loaded with lead at both ends. 


Now with our Staff merrily on let us jog, 
To make it each country hath furniſb d a * ; 
And when tis laid by, may it glory fill ſhare, 
And be cut out in truncheons for Bart Imy Fair. 


For the DusBLin Mercury. 
The RayrTuURE burleſqued : by a Gentleman in 
 Swift's-hoſpital. 


HILST on my dear Puddin feaſti 
W Touuv, who can ſpeak J ; 5 


O what raptures am I taſting, 
When I eat what will not clay: 
Every look with tranſport kills ne; 
Ewery ſmell excites a wiſh ; 
Ewery melting mouthful fills ne; 
Every joy is on my diſh. 
Tho tis 42 as &er I can wiſh, 
One bit more I cannot touch; 
Pleaſure turns almoſt to anguiſh, 
When a perſon eats too much. 
Take, ah, take this Pudding from me ; 
Touux, 1 am ſure Lil ſplit 
Turn, yet turn and leave it, Tommy ; 
Who'd not die by eating it ? 
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recen 
No. 87. Tueſday, June 2. 


"—_ 


Sic dulcis amicis 


— Ho R. 


Occurram-/ 


Wass rar has fully anſwer'd all his ends, 
If by his writing he can pleaſe his ſriends. 


Writer who expects to pleaſe every body, will 
find himſelf very much miſtaken : the beſt who 
have ever appeared could not attain to this. No 
writer, not the greateſt, is without faults; and even 
he who has the leaſt, and abounds the moſt in beau- 
ties, cannot hit the taſte exactly of every critic, Not- 
withſtanding the number of admirers Homer has had, 
nay, ſome even to enthuſiaſm, yet how many Zoilus's 
have appeared, to tear the laurels from his ſacred head? 
Nor have the other vaſt luminaries, both of Greece 
and Rome, eſcaped from time to time ſome tranſient 
eclipſes from the opaque bodies of ſenſeleſs critics, 
who have endeavoured to obſcure their chearing 
light from the world, by the empty ſhadow of their 
criticiſm 
Envy, prejudice, and want of taſte, have always 
been enemies to great merit; and ſo malignant are 
their influence, as to have a retroſpect even to the 
golden ages of antiquity. Thoſe renowned heroes in 
gen ius were neither of High or Low Church, neither 
higs or Tories, Williamites or Jacobites, Proteſ- 
tants, Papiſts or Diſſenters ; and yet the cankered 
tooth of calumny has ſcarce {pared one of them, Is it 
then ©! 211 to be wondered at, that the poor moderns 
have b. en moſt unmercifully handled ; who have had, 
beſides i ſe foes I have mentioned, other more potent 
ones, of religious and party rage to encounter? Poor 
Milton lay many years in obſcuricy on this i 
unt 
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until Mr. Addiſon, who was ſuperior to little prejudi- 
es of this ſort, brought him into light, by removing 
hat cloud of barbariſm which concealed his beauties 
rom the world. Swift, though all allow him genius, 
s, to this day, abuſed by ſome meerly on account of 
is political principles, and is called an ill- natuted, 


lo. 87. 


writer, becauſe he laſhed a certain ſect 
looked upon as enemies to the con- 


ſatirical 
hom he 
ſtitution. 

If it were at all neceſſary, I could give many in- 
ſtances of authors, who have been diſliked for thoſe 
reaſons J have mentioned only, and not for any real 
blemiſhes, which could be diſcovered in their compo- 
fitions. It muſt be confeſſed, that no human work is 
exempt from error: but then a candid and judicious 
critic will make allowances for the faults of a writer, 
and give him juſt credit for his excellencies. Our 
modern fine judges often acquit or condemn an author 
by the lump, without giving him a fair tig; and it 
is not the writer, but the man whom they praiſe or diſ- 
praiſe, For mv part, although I am known to very 
few, yet becauſe J appear in the Mercury, I am 
hated by thoſe who diſlike Hoey ; that is, by the 
groveling advocates for nonſenſe, and the Freeman's 
Journal. In order to vex thoſe wretches the more, I 
ſhall preſent my readers with a complimentaty letter 
which [ received from one of my ingenious corteſpon- 
dents. 1 ſhould not infert it, were it not that the 
omiſſion might offend kita, as it runs ina much higher 
ſtrain of encomium than 1 really deſerve. 


© To the BarCHETLOR. 
CI1 8; 


HE noiſe that Cornelius and his aſſociates 


c 


KL have made with the words Liberty, Patrio- 
n, Revolution Principles, &c. to raiſe mobs and 
cite faction, pu's me in mind of the method the 
.ople of Derbyſhire uſe to call their hogs to their 

filthy meſs, by rumbling a bottle in an empty bowl. 

y 2 Whether 


2 
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Whether Cornelius, when in exile, took the hin 
from this cuſtom, and imported it amongſt othen 
for the good of his country, I ſhall not determine, 
* Slander, calumny and falſhood, are neceſſarily . . ; 
* dopted by authors who attempt ſatire, without wit, 
truth, or ſenſe to ſupport it. As ſome writer ob. 7: : 
© ſerves, © They who have no teeth to bite, may he 
&« yery offenſive by a ſtinking breath.” 


The vile method commonly made uſe of by the « 4 
* hackney conductors of the Seditious Preſs, of abu Ind 
* ſing perſons of every rank, for imaginary crimes offi Mer 
their own creating, gave birth to the following Fx Shen 
„ble; which, I fancy, will be found to ſuit then 
better than your couſin Bickerſtaffe's, which they] 
« ſo impudently made free with. Py" 
« A fly buzzing about a piece of meat, had ca 
4 his odious filth and flime on it; and then turning 
« up his noſe at it, cried out, it is tainted, and com: No. 
« plained it was full of maggots: a bee that happen 
« ed to be a ſpectator of this, could not ſtifle her in- 
« dignation, but exclaimed—--WWhat a wretch an In 
&« thou ! the meat would hade been ftill untainted, hu In 


« for thy filthy pollution, for haw can you forget, that 


& the vermin with which it is flyblown, are generated 


& from thy own naſty carcaſe ©” Bluſh ! committee, 
© bluſh! 


2 Mutato nomine de te 


Fabula narratur = 


© But enough on ſo diſagreeable a ſubject: I tal 
now conclude with a few lines addrefled to you, 2 
© a ſmall token of gratitude, for the pleaſure I have 
© received from your excellent ſpeculations. 
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© WAGSTAFFE, you pleaſe and charm by varia oy 
© means. 
And ſbines in hum'rous, or in moral flrains : er 
© Whether you paint the follies of the age, * | 
Or ſhelter innocence from faftlious rage; * 
* Reaſon and Fancy equally unite the 
« Their mingling rays, to make your eſſays bright : Tal 
\ s aſit, 
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Taſte, which had languiſh'd long, revives again, 


7 drop the wenal pen : 
© From theſe we're reſcu'd by your gen'rous cares, 


pompous ſounds and nonſenſe ſtun our ears. 


6 Le 
c 115 Rupid Journals may thoſe palates hit, 


© Top dull to tafle your humour, or your wit ; 
So ſwine at the pure ſtream refuſe te drink, 
« But poke their noftrils in each dirty fink. 
« A Muſe unknown, thus tunes her artleſs lays, 
© And fault ring, aims to fing in WacsTarre's praiſe ; 
© More bold again ſhe'll fing in ſuch a cauſe, 
« Shou'd this attempt be crown'd by yaur applauſe. 


— 
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In amore hec omnia inſunt vitia. 


TER. 


In love ate all theſe faults. 


URING the love-ſick month of May, I have 
received many epiſtles from female correſpon- 
denis, moſt of them in the plaintive ſtile, complainin 
of the perfidy, infidelity, and broken vows of Faithleſs 
men. One of them, who fubſcribes herſelf Flavia, 
laments bitterly her too eaſy belief of the numberleſs 
oaths and proteſtations of perjured Damon, in the Gar- 
dens, College-park, &c. She in a great meaſure at- 
tributes her misfortune to the ſeaſon, and moſt hearti- 
ly wiſhes ſhe had taken the advice which I had given 
to my female readers in the beginning of that danger- 
ous month. She concludes with moſt earneftly en- 
tres ing me to write a ſpeculation on this ſubject, in 
order to warn other innocent young creatures to ſhun 
her unhappy fate, and to ſhew them that credulity is 
the ſure ruin of the weaker ſex. | 


This 


No. 84 


in term 
ndicated 
aer Own 
nſidiou 
{s crea. 
protec. 
lat F la- 
elieved 
3 not to 
n inno- 
f men, 
crime 
1er not 
ved to 
of all 
of the 
tation 
f it by 
ure, as 
gene- 
aulit, 
Iſt the 
them 
ant an 
as the 
van- 
:eived 
e the 
f gal. 
rea- 


ly of 
r un- 
1ding 
[rtful 
lady 
pear 
2 de- 

eve- 

es of 
ined 


and 


83, The BATCHELOR. 89 


Ja deſtroyed the greateſt number of poor girls, is 
wunted as great a hero as a warrior amongſt the Ame- 
aus, who can produce the greateſt number of ſcalps. 
his makes them glory in their wickedneſs, and value 
emſelves highly for crimes which deſerve the ſe- 
reſt puniſhment. 

If a man robs me of my property by open robbery, 
vrgery or theft, he is juſtly condemned by the laws 

f his country, to ſuffer death, although neceſſity or 
ther circumſtances may plead ſome excuſe for the 
rime: but in this, nothing can be alledged, but the 
aſe gratification of a brutal appetite, where perjury, 
aud and deceit, all combine to render this compli- 
ated villainy the worſt of all robberies; for in the 
iſt place, the poor injured ſufferer is robbed of 
at Which nought enriches him, But makes 

her poor indeed :” ſhe is baſely pilfered of that preci- 
us jewel which is irretrievable ; her peace of mind 

& loſt; and ſhe becomes abandoned, hated, and deſ- 
iſed by the world. In the next place, what dreadful 
nfations muſt the wretched parent feel for his loſt 
hild, for perhaps the darling of his ſoul! thus devot- 
d to infamy and ſhame, and that without any real 

lemerit of her own; whilſt the wretch who is the 
auſe of all this miſery, is ſo far from being diſliked for 

t, that it rather recommends him to the favour of one 

ex, and makes him envied by the other : it is looked 
pon as the effect of his ſuperior merit. I remember 

fellow of this ſort, who uſed to boaſt that no lady 
ould ever withſtand his ſolicitations, and bragged of 
avours which he never received ; and yet whenever 

e came into a ball or an aſſembly, ſhe who danced 

rich this dear creature thought herſelf vaſtly happy, 
ad was envied by every other woman in the 
dom, 

In this very refined age, chaſtity in a. man is held 
11 as deſpicable a light as want of courage, and he 
who is thought to poſſeſs that virtue, ſhall be as much 
pointed at by the fair ſex, as if he were an Italian 
irger ; although it is one of the nobleft which can 
worn human nature, as it conſiſts in ſuch a maſtery 

| over 
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over our paſſions, as keeps them in a due ſubord 
tion to right reaſon : beſides, I do not know of ar 
one virtue which is commendable in one ſex, that 
not equally ſo in the other: and ſurely to curb th 
blind impulſes of brutal appetite muſt be highly prai 
worthy in a man, as well as a woman. Thoſe fy 
gentlemen the Deiſts, who make a jeſt of matrimony 
and call it prieſtcraft, hold this virtue very cheap. | 
never knew one of them who would ſcruple tod 
bauch as many women as he could : nay, they ha 
the impudence to aſſert, that from the rule of right 
and the fitneſs of things, it is lawful. I never, ther 
fore, met an unbeliever who was not a profeſſed & 
bauchee. 

As I have a tender regard for the fair ſex, I wou 
advite them, as a fincere friend, ever to look upon thei 
fellows, as their mortal enemies: they may be ver 
certain, that he who has no religion, has no prind 
ples of honour or truth, let him pretend to what h 
will. The laws of God do not reſtrain him; thok 
of the land do not puniſh him, and the law of op 
nion is in his favour : what then can check him fron 
laying ſnares to betray the innocent virgin of her ho 
haves Beware, then. O beautiful part of the creation 
of an Infidel, who difregards conſcience ;_ of one wht 
fubſtitutes falſe honour in the ſtead of honeſty ; ſud 
a fellow will ſwear, lye, rob, betray, and ruin without 
ſcruple or remorſe, and then laugh at ye as credu 
lous fools, for not knowing him to be what he real 
ly was. T 


From the Mgzxcury in Parliament-ſtreet. 


The Nice Lover: by M. T. 
AIN I'd know the joy of love, 


But in joy too nice I prove : 
She who will not, her I chuſe ; 


She who 2w0u'd, I will refuſe, 
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Nymphs I follow who are coy, 
From the willing maids I fly ; 
Dull th' embracing, cold the kiſſes, 
Without guft in profer'd bliſſes ; 
But deny'd me, they inſpire 
Eager tranſport, fond defire ; 

For in love, and equal meaſure 
['d enjoy, of pain and pleaſure ; 
Pleaſure, juſt to give a pain; 
Torture, juſt to pleaſe again. 

Let my — a —_ Fad 

Suited to my fickle mind ; 

Let me one amphibeous get, 
"Taveen a prude and a coquet ; 

Not as Venus, looſe and bold; 
Not as Dian, chaſte and cold; 
This can have no taſte of joy, 
That with more exceſs wou'd clay. 
But give me a girl with ſkill, 
Who will not, and yet ſhe will ; 
Who denies to be careſt, 

Yet conſents to make me bleſ ; 
Bleft herſelf in love's full joy, 
Midſi her raptures, who ſeems coy ; 
Who, tho long I love purſue, 
Still can an! that love be new ; 
And tho nice in joy I prove, 
Give me all the joys of love; 


Varying with a pleaſing ſkill, 
That 2 will not, or Be will, 
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In eodem omnes mihi videntur Iudo dodtæ. 


Tel 


All women ſeem to have gone to the ſame ſchool. 


T HE following eſſay was ſent to me by th 


ingenious author of that excellent poen 
The RELarst : any of my readers who do not high 
ly reliſh it, muſt either have 1 refined a taſte, or elſ 
none at all. 


© To the BaicutELoR, 


2 
© F Have often been provoked at the many unpoli 
6 1 and ſevere reflections thrown on the ladies, ſe 
being ſo fond of CAA DUS. Happy ſhall I think m 
* ſelf, if I merit a ſmile of approbation by appearin 
© as their advocate, and obviating any objeCtions t 
* this favourite amuſement, 

How would it be poſſible, Mr. Wagſtaffe, t 
form ſuch a numerous acquaintance among peopl 
of faſhion, without the aſſiſtance of Dre B 
* this happy expedient, a whole houſe is filled, 


brilliant company aſſembled, and after a few cer 


* monies, ſhuffling a pack of cards furniſhes entertait 
ment for the night, without borrowing the le: 


help from thought or fancy. Thus are all tho 


* invidious compariſons effectually prevented, whic 


* converſation wonld produce, by one lady's ſhewi! 
© more wit, ſenſe or taſte, than another; for card 
* reduce all underſtandings, to the ſame level. Th 
„accounts for the dear creatures” diſlike to readin! 


6 2 
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and ſetting ſo little value on other mental accom- 
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Iiſhments : they know very well, that if they ſhine, 


it muſt be at the Quadrille table ; and is it not ver 


hard to diſpute their being the beſt judges of their 


own capacities and pleaſures, 


Another good effect of play is, that the winners 
are always iu good humour, and the loſers may ſay 
any thing without giving offence. I mention this, 
to ſhew that we are indebted to cards for that mu- 
tual cordiality and friendſhip ſo apparent amongſt , 
ladies of faſhion, which might otherwiſe be ſome- 
times interrupted by the unavoidable freedoms of 
ſocial and familiar converſe amongſt perſons of ſuch 
nice and delicate feelings. 

* In point of morals, what can be more commen- 
dable than their ſacred and inviolable regard to a 
promiſe, in paying all debts of honour, though not 
legally obliged to it? Tradesfolk they are more in- 
different about, as the law has thought proper to 
take ſome care of mechanicks in this reſpe& ; but 
among thoſe who move in a higher ſphere, 


* Honour's a ſacred tye, &c. 


© | have heard it ſaid, indeed, and meant as a re- 
proach, that they often compound with their male 
creditors, and give up a more valuable conſiderati- 
on, when unable to ſatisfy them in any other man- 

ner. Now to me, this is-an amazing proof of 
virtue! It is acting like the juſt perſon mentioned 
in the Pſalms bo favear. th unto her neightour, 
and diſappointeth him not, tho it be to her own hin- 
trance —— How happy is the huſband of ſo pru- 
dent a wife, who thus diſcharges a debt in a coin 
he can never poſſibly miſs ? eſpecially, as it might 
hurt his fortune, and embarraſs his affairs if paid 
in any other. She may, perhaps, chuſe this method 
of payment, from a pre- ſentiment of having fur- 
ther reaſon, from ſuch a trial, to be pleaſed with 
him; and conſequently may act ſo, to promote 


conjugal affection. This was Peflelope's way; ſhe 


en- 
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* encouraged all her gallants to ſhoot in Ulyſſes's boy 
and the reſult was, that ſhe found none of the 
equal to her own good man. 
Others have preſumed to ſay, that ladies alway 
© diſguiſe their tempers before marriage, and ney 
appear thoroughly unreſerved and ſincere till after 
comparing them (with the utmoſt ill manners) 1 
cats, that pur and ſmooth their claws one moment 
yet ſcratch and yell the next. Now it is very we 
known, that ſeveral of the fair ſex who abhor card: 
yet condeſcend to play, merely to confute ſo unju 
an invective; as it is acknowledged by every boch 
that nothing (even in marriage) can diſconcert thok 
who ſubmit with patience and reſignation to the y; 
rious turns and diſappointments fo frequently me 
with in a game at cards. 
Some, I know, affect to deſpiſe and hate then 


E „ a „ „% «„ «a 6 © 


and can never be perſuaded to play, tho? often chi 

© by their good mothers and aunts. 'They pretend neſs ; 
* forſooth, to love reading, and ſay they would fl _ By 
© ther entertain themſelves with a paper in the Sex ©*'y ) 
© TaTOR or BATCHELOR. But this is all affecta neſs 
© on: the true motive is a conſciouſneſs of their ni\ ſoul 
© being able to conceal their paſſions, if put to ſo {ſl ©2410 
© yere a teſt. ' were 


* How uſeful and laudable, in many reſpects, great 
that dexterity and fineſſe introduced by cards, ar ment 
all thoſe other arts which the vulgar call cheating ' ciſe, | 
for the fair rivals muſt be exquiſitely adroit an Mr. \ 
nimble to avoid being detected, expoſed as they ar "= 
to the quick eyes of ſo many competitors, every 
equally ready to take every advantage themſelve * (1 hox 
and prevent others doing fo. * partia 


Neither can I think there is any thing immor ' necef] 
many 


$ 


in theſe refinements ; for as they are generally rec 
koned part of the game, we may ſuppoſe a tac 
convention among the reſpective parties, whic 
makes cheating fair play, if the deception be | 
nicely executed as to prevent a diſcovery : and yo 
know, Mr. Wagſtaffe, that the beſt Ethic write! 
agree, that people may part with their property 
* W 


 «@ «a «a a «„ „ 
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what conditions they pleaſe. How appoſite is this 
to that wiſe inſtitute of the Spartan legiſlator, which 
allowed the boys to ſteal, and when caught in the 
fact, they were not puniſhed for the theft, but for 
not being more expert at the trade: this, Plutarch 
tells us, was deſigned to ſharpen their invention, and 
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render them ſubtle and dexterous. Now, a ſimilar 

cuſtom, ſo refined and well adapted to modern man- 

ners, as to be daily practiſed both for profit and di- 

verſion, muſt have an adequate effect on our fair 

country women ? For my part, I am convinced that 

we ſhould never ſee ſo many ſhining inſtances of 

economy, houſe-wifery and good management 

among them, but for this excellent mode, This 

makes them ſo ſharp in detecting the tricks and 
* rogueries of their ſervants, and makes the latter fo 
' remarkably honeſt and humble, as they can have 
no hopes of concealing their faults from the keen- 
* neſs and penetration of their miſtreſſes, 

By the bye, as the ladies (for the benefit of ſo- 
ciety) ſeem to have made cards the principal buſi- 
' neſs of life; is it any longer ſurpriſing that they 
' ſhould intereſt themſelves 50 much in the late con- 
tention between Meſſ. Breſleau and Pruſſia? They 
were the propereſt judges of the abilities of theſe 
great men; and 1 date fay, received more improve- 
ment from ſeeing them perform their alen, exer- 
* ciſe, than they do from hearing the very ingenious 
Mr. Stephens's lecture on heads. 

* You fee, Mr. Wagſtaffe, I have fairly ſtated 
* every objection, given each its due weight, and 
hope) anſwered them fo as to convince the im- 
partial and unprejudiced, that cards are abſolutely 
* neceſſary to the Beau Monde, and the parent of 
many virtues among the ladies. 

« I am, Sir, ; 
© Your admirer and humble ſervant, 


J. C. 
P. 8. It 


* — 
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P. S. If this apology ſhould be favourably re. 
* ceived, I intend offering another for the men: 
* complaiſance obliged me to give the preference tg 
the ladies. | | 


Saturday, Tune 13. 
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Nullum eft jam dictum, quod non didtum fit prius, 


ER, 


There is nothing ſaid, which may not have been fail 
before. | 

F we trace the works of every writer, both anti 

ent and modern, we ſhall be ſcarce able to find 
ſuch a thing as originality among them; that is, u 
find any who have not borrowed thoughts and ex 
preſſions from others; nay ſome, even the whole 
plan of their works. A few Greek writers of wie 
greateſt antiquity, are commonly reputed originals 
becauſe that the writings they borrowed from, hai 
not reached our times. If. we could examine the 
works of thoſe authors who flouriſhed before Homer, 
we might, perhaps, find him as much indebted to 
others, as others have ſince been to him: as it is, we 
may trace him taking ſome hints from the tacred wi 
tings, which are the only ones prior to his, that have 
been handed down to us: for inſtance, the lying fpi- 
Tit which Jupiter ſends to Agamemnon in a dream, 
to perſuade him to attack the 'I rojans, is manifelt!y 
copied from that paſſage in holy writ, where the Lord 
ſends forth a lying ſpirit into the mouths of Ahab 
prophets, to perſuade him to go up and fall at Ramos 
Gilead: and again, where the Trojans could not be- 
hold the face of Mars, is undoubtedly taken from 


that place where the Iſraelites could not look upon 
Moles 
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Moſes for the brightneſs of his countenance, when 
he came down from the Mount. Upon a ſtri& exa- 
minati-n, I believe many others might be found as 
well as thoſe paſſages J have mentioned. 

Virgil has taken the firlt ſix books of the ZEneid, 
entirely trom the Odyſſey ; and the latter fix, from 
the Iliad ; as alſo his divine Georgicks from Hekod, 
and his Eclogues from Theocritus; nay, fo far has 


Virgil gone, as to copy even a whole line verbatim 
from 'Enmus, in his ſixth ALneid : 


Vobis qui cunctands reſtituis rem. 


No. 90. 


This we ſhould not have known, as the works of 
Ennius are loſt, but that this line is preſerved in the 
works of Cicero. Milton, Taſſo, and all the epie 
poets of later date, have borrowed largely from thoſe 
wo great fountains of Greece and Rome, but more 
eſpecially from the former, as Homer is juſtly 
eſteemed the father of poetry. 

It would be an endleſs taſk, and perhaps no way 
entertaining to my readers, to ſhew how freely the 
Greek writers have taken from each other, and the 
Latins from them; or what plagiariſts the very beſt 
moderns have been from both. Horace ſeems to 
think that originality is not at all a neceſſary perfection 
in a poet; for he ſays in his Art of Poetry, 


Difficile eſt proprie communia dicere + tuque 

Rectius iliacum carmen deducis in actus, 

Quam ft proferres ignota indictaque primus. 

"Tis hard a new-form'd fable to expreſs, 

And make it ſeem your own, With more ſucceſs 
You may from Homer take the tale of Troy, 
Than on an untry'd plot your ſtrength employ. 


It would be very hard if it were, for then I fear very 
few authors that ever wrote, could be counted per- 
feat. We have, indeed, amongſt the moderns, a few 
who may almoſt be called originals: ſuch as Cer- 
vantes, in his Don Quixote ; Butler, in his Hudi- 
bras ; and Swift, in his Tale of a Tub. Shakeſpeare 

Vor. II. F too, 
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too, I think, may lay a juſt claim to it; for he has 
numberleſs paſſages, thoughts, and expreſſions, which 
no other, but his own vaſt genius could ever hit off, 
and which are entirely peculiar to himſelf. In my 
humble opinion, my couſin Iſaac Bickerſtaffe may 
put in his claim, as there never was in any language 
any thing written in the way of his lucubrations in 
the Tattlers, which have fince cauled ſo many imita- 
rors, 

It is a thing impoſlible to think on any ſubject, 
which has not been already thought of ; or to expreſs 
any ſentiment which others have not done before us, 
Men of real genius ever had, and ever will have, a 
ſimilitude with each other in their ideas, and in their 
manner of comparing them. It is not to be wonder- 
ed at, then, that one man ſhould exactly hit off the 
very ſame thoughts, in writing on the ſame ſubject, 
which another writer had already done, although he 
was wholly unacquainted with him. This is the only 
way of accounting for Skakeſpeare's having ſo many 
thoughts in his works, which appear to have been 
taken from the antient poets, or elſe we muſt allow 
him to have been very well verſed in them; which I 
am rather inclined to think. 

When a man of quick parts, ſtrong memory, and 
extenſive reading, fits down to write, the ſentiments 
and expreſſions of his favourite authors will crowd in 
upon his imagination in ſpight of him. They will 
inſenſibly lead him in to expreſs his ideas in their very 
inanner, and he will ſeem to the ignorant critic as a 
plagiariſt. There is a wide difference between this 
and the method often purſued by ſtupid pedants of 
mean parts, who ſteal whole ſentences, nay, para- 
graphs, to ſet off their flimſey compoſitions : but the 
purpureus pannus is eaſily diſcovered, by being not at 
all of a piece with their own coarſe, homeſpun ſtuff: 
whereas, the man of genius will be confiegs with 
himſelf throughout, and will ſcorn to pilfer thoſe 
ſhreds and patches which betray a mean ambitious 

verty. If, as I ſaid before, the ſentiments of others 
on the ſame ſubje occur to him, he will form and 

mould 
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mould them anew, ſo as to make them juſtly his own: 
This has ever been allowable: Horace, and all the 
beſt critics, judge it to be fair; otherwife, the illite · 
tate man has the advantage of the ſcholar in writing; 
whereas, they who are converſant in the Belles Let- 
tres, have an eaſe and maſterly manner, which the 
unlettered fcribbler can never arrive to: the differ- 
ence between them is as great, as the ruſtic auk- 
wardneſs of a clown, and the polite air of a cour- 
tier. 


I have dwelt the longer upon this ſubject, in order 


to clear up to my readers this point; that wherever 
my ſentiments or expreſſions have coincided with 
thoſe of other writers, it has been without any inten- 
tion of plagiatiſm, and entirely owing to the cauſes 
| have aſſigned above. But what ſhall we fay to 
thoſe, who without the aid of genius or books, or 
even common ſenſe, take upon them to write for the 
public twice a week. They are like the poor pea- 


lants in the country, who as they cannot purchaſe 


fleeces of wool, are obliged to ſpin the dagging to 
make frize for their brats. 
of the Free-Preſs ſupply their cuſtomers with the beſt 
they have ; and although it be made of the worſt 
materials, is ill manufactured and homely, yet per- 
haps is good enough for the wearers, as they know 
no better. Their readers, perhaps, imagine, as the 
fanatics in Cromwell's time did, that all human learn- 
ing was vain, and favoured of Heatheniſm. Theſe 
fellows J muſt really allow to be originals, as we do 
not find in their eſſays, addrefles, &c. either a thought 
or expreſſion which bears the leaſt likeneſs to any 


good author J have ever read, or inded even to com- 


mon ſenſe. I have ſometimes known them to make 
quotations from Shaftſbury, and other Deiſtical wri- 
ters, in ſupport of their arguments; but as to what 
they give for their own, it out-does Tom Brown, and 
all the Gruh- ſtreet I have ever met with. 

To conclude : as the ſkilful artiſt has the ſame ap- 


plauſe for exquiſite workmanſhip on gold which had 


been wrought before, as if he had faſhioned it from 
F 3 the 


Juſt ſo the frize clothiers 
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the bullion ; ſo a good writer is equally praiſed if he 


can new-form old matter, and like a powerful mo- 
narch, make the coin of others bear his own 1mprefſs, 
By judiciouſly adopting the children of others” fancy 
and imagination, ſtripping them of the former gar- 
ments and new cloathing them, they become as much 


his own as if he had originally begotten them. T 


Secure 
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Ergo non ſatis eſt riſu diducere rictum 


Audlitori—. Hos. 


Tis not enough the burſting laugh to raiſe; 
Tis not a price to buy the liſtner's praiſe. 


9 HAT ſagacious logician, Burgerſdicius, in 
his Syllogiſms, proves demonſtrably, that a 
man by his riſibility, is no horſe: for, ſays he, man 
is a riſible animal, which a horſe is not, ergo, a man 
is not a horſe. Swift, no doubt, in his Gulliver, 
kept this admirable diſtinction of human nature in his 
view ; for we do not find that thoſe rational beings 
the Houyhnums, were at all addicted to riſibility. 
For my part, I ſhould value myſelf very little on be- 
ing a man, if the rifible faculty were the only one 
that raiſed me above the level of the brute creation, 
Laughter, I think, is fo far from ſhewing any perfec- 
tion in our nature, that it is rather an indication of 
folly, ariſing from ſelf-love and ſelf conceit. For this 
reaſon, in my mind, there cannot be a more diſguſt- 
ing companion, than an immoderate laugher. 

There are but two cauſes which can produce laugh- 
ter in us; either the wit and humour of others, or 
their infirmities : as to the former, I fancy we ſhall 

meet but few who can give us much fund for mirth, 
unleſs we miſtake nonſenſe for them; and as to the 


latter, 
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latter, it is cruel and barbarous to make ourſelves 
merry at the expence of thoſe, who, we imagine, are 
uilty of ſome ridiculous folly. 
But of all the ſpecies of riſible fools, I never knew 
any ſo ſhocking as thoſe who are tickled by their own 
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Whenever I have the misfortune to fall into 
company with people of this fort, it ever makes me 
grave: It always links my ſpirits to ſee a fellow with 
a perpetual giin-on his countenance: I was the other 
evening in company with ſome perſons of both ſexes, 
where we enjoyed a chearful converfation, and were 
happy in communicating our thoughts to each other 
in a ra ional way. The pleaſure of our little ſociety 
was immediately deſtroyed by the entrance of Gelotes, 
who the inſtant he ſat down, ſaid he would tell us a 
high joke which would make us all burſt our ſides: 
by way of preface, he- fell. into a moſt immoderate 
fit of laughter, which laſted for ſome minutes: he 
then attempted to proceed, but ſtill was interrupted: 
in his narrative by the ſame cauſe. We all this time 
ſat as demure as a new married lady at her wedding 
ſupper : in ſhort, Gelotes after ſpending his breath, 
and laughing very heartily for a conſiderable time, 
did not move one muſcle in the faces of his audience. 
I loſt all patience at this fool, as | ſaw there would be 
no end of his nonſenſe, fo I pretended buſineſs, and 
took my leave; 

When I went home, I reflected on the various 
methods which men take to render themſelves agree- 
able companions, and that in general they hit on eve 
ry one but the true. A man who laughs at every 
little filly jeſt that himſelf or others throw out, 1s 
like a dog barking at the moon, or at his own ſha- 
dow. I have ever obſerved, that thoſe men who 
could tell a witty or a humourous ſtory with a grave 
countenance, conſtantly to produce mirth in a compa- 
ny; whilſt the laughing ſtory-teller, made people 


melancholy. We find ſomething fimilar to this on 
the ſtage: Woodward and Foot, in their higheſt 
ſtrokes of humour, which never fail to ſet the houſe 
in a roar, always looked as grave as judges ; and [I 

F 3 have 
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have often wondered how they could contain them» 
ſelves from joining with the audience. In like man- 
ner, we ſhall find that the moſt witty writers, who 
were maſters of the moſt exquiſite humour, ſuch as 
Cervantes, Butler, and Swift, make us merry, whilit 
they do not move a muſcle of their own countenan- 
ces. The Spaniſh gravity of Don Quixote, is a re- 
medy for the ſpleen 3 and the man who can forbear 
laughing at the humour of Sancho Pancha, is either 
a blockhead, or a weeping philoſopher. 
Hudibras ſeems to have been written with a no leſs 
ſerious air ; and Gulliver, and the Tale of a Tub, 
which ever will (whilſt the Engliſh language is under- 
ſtood) delight and make the reader laugh, were writ- 
ten with the utmoſt ſeriouſneſs by the author : ſo that 
we ſhall find it to be a certain rule, that men of true 
wit and real humour, never laugh themſelves when 
they would have others to laugh : on the contrary, 
Tom Brown, and witlings of his claſs, are ever grin- 
ning ; and when they fink to the bathos of ſtupidity, 
they burſt into a horſe laugh, * Gentle Dulneſs ever 
% loves à jeſt,” and any thing, however low and 
trifling, will anſwer her purpoſe to make her laugh. 
cannot here omit to mention an author who is 
now living, who inherits a large portion of the =” 
of the three great geniuſes. I have mentioned. He, 
with the moſt ſettled compoſure, treats the graveſt 
ſubjects in ſo pleaſing a manner, as to make us laugh, 
whilſt he conveys the moſt inſtructing leſſons for our 
conduct in life. He has hit on the true method of 
Horace, of ridentem dicere derum; that is, he ſets 
forth truth in a laughing manner. The reader need 
hardly be informed, that I mean the author of ſome 
eſſays lately publiſhed, and of the Vicar or Warxe- 
FIELD. I defy any reader of taſte to read his De- 
ſcription of Epidemic Terror, or of Beau Tibbs, 
without laughing very heartily ; and yet he ſeems to 
have written them with the moſt compoſed gravity. 
In ſhort, a propenſity to laughter without reaſon, 
either in An or in writing, denotes a want 
of ſenſe or genius in a man, as much as cackling 
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No. gi. 
ſhews the poverty of a gooſe. Children are more 
eaſily moved to laughter, than adult perſons ; and 
fools, than men of ſenſe ; as the weakeſt liquors are 
the moſt apt to ferment, The ignorant vulgar, like 
children, will let looſe their mirth as much at the 
low- hamours of Mr. Punch, as the man of judg- 
ment will at the poignancy of Falſtaff's wit. Let 
fools, therefore, enjoy the boifterous clamour of an 
idiot laugh, whilſt men of ſenſe are merry and wiſe. 


Jo my beloved brother, JEoreny WAGSTAFFE.. 


Friend Geoffry, 

Am by nature and education a lover of ſincerity 
I and candor; free from the glaring prejudices of 
* a ſet, ſo inveterately declared againſt thee. Juſtice, 
equity and reaſon, are the only rules by which 1 
* ſquare my unbiaſſed judgment. To tell thee truth, 
* on thy firſt appearance in our hemiſphere, when 
thou wert as yet, as it were, an infant, my heart 
did not warm much towards thee : but when riper 
© age had emboldened thee to exhibit thyſelf to pub- 
© lick view, and thou began'ſt to dart forth theſe 
C- 


lorious and immortal rays of virtue and honour, 
which in ſo diſtinguiſhing a manner, characterize a 
real lover of his country, I could no longer refuſe 
thee. the ſo. well deſerved tribute of praiſe, reſpect 
and eſteem. With filent adoration I beheld thee 
ſoaring aloft on the wings of truth, endeavouring 
to reclaim thy brethren from their evil ways, ſhew- 
ing them the deformity of vice, and. the. reſplen- 
dent beauty of virtue. | 
* Thy ſpeculations are excellent : they make, as 
© it were, a holy violence on the moſt profligate of 
* mankind ; infenſibly ſteal into the inmoſt receſſes 
* of our minds, baniſh thence the very roots of evil, 
* and water our parched hearts with the holy dew of 
* virtue and honeſty, 
© Continue then, dear friend, thy ſpeculations ; 
and be afſured that whilſt thou walkeſt in theſe 
paths, which thou ny trodden, the 5 
4 ” oC 
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lic voice and protection will enable thee to with- 
* ſtand and baffle the tumultuous efforts and vain 
* barking of thy impotent adverſaries: and for thy 
* greater ſatisfaCtion, I muſt own to thee, that I hold 

thy papers in ſuch veneration, that I have fitted 
out in my houſe a Sacrarium, or ſmall cabinet; 
where, in ſweet retirement, with a few ſele& 
friends of the brethren, of whoſe penetration and 
ſagacity I am convinced, I fly from the noiſe of 
buſineſs, and clamours of an unruly multitude, in 
ptofoundeſt meditation, to imbibe the divine max- 
ims which thy ſweet ſpirit breathes forth to all th 
brethren ; revolving in my mind the truths which 
thou doſt fo ſtrongly inculcate, and endeavouring 
in all _ to conform my ways to the rules which 
thou layeſt before me to follow. I am; deatly be- 
loved Geoffry, | 

Thy ſtrong admirer, and ſteady friend, 

F 
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Saturday, June 20. 


Loguaces 
A H OR. 


Be ſure avoid, as you would hanging, 

Your folks long-winded in haranguing. 
HERE is no ſort of men in general, fo plea- 
* fing to the ladies as your TALKATIVE FEL- 
LoWs: a man who is modeſt or reſerved in their 
company, is looked upon either as a ſtupid fellow, 
or as one who fits to make his remarks on what they 
ſay : for this reaſon, a prating coxcomb is oftener a 

favourite with them, than a man of ſenſe. 
Eugenio is a very ſenſible, polite, well-bred man, 
and ſhines moſt agreeably in converſation with his. 
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own ſex ; yet have I known him unable to keep a 
circle of ladies from falling into the ſpleen, when 
their own fund of ſcandal and faſhions was exhauſt. 
ed: but on the entrance of Jack Rattle, they have 
been all alive at the ſight of that agreeable creature. 
Jack is the younger brother of a good family: he 
toon run out his fortune in gaming, drinking and 
wenching, and was remarkable for being one of the 
moſt debauched fellows about town; but always a 
vaſt favourite with the ladies. In order to retrieve 
his ſhattered affairs, he determined to marry for the 
ſake of a fortune: in this he was ture of ſucceſs, as 
his abandoned way of life had acquired him the cha- 
raCer requiſite {or that purpoſe, namely, that of a 
Buck, and a Pretty Fellow : accordingly, he paid 
his addreſſes to Mils Nancy Jumper, a young lady of 
a large fortune, intirely in her own power, and mar- 
ried her. He was too fine a gentleman to live with 
her long; for after proving one of the greateſt ty- 
rents upon earth, and obliging his wife to have fre- 
quent recourſe to a ſurgeon, the poor woman was 
glad to part him on condition of his allowing her a 
ſmall pittance out of her own fortune. Notwith- 
ſtanding this, all the marricd, as well as the unmar- 
ried ladies in town, doat on Jack; and if you ſtart 
any objection againſt the morals of this monſter of 
wickedneſs. and infamy, they reply. "That there is no 
* body without his failing ;“ ſo that they overlook all 
his vices and covet his company, meerly. on account 
of his loquacity, and becauſe he knows the ſecret 
hiſtory. of every intrizue in town, When he hears a 
piece of fcandal in one company, he is uneaſy till he 
diſburthens himſelf of it in another, wheie he is ſure 
of being welcome on that account, 

I ſometimes have had the misfortune of falling. into 
company, where this loquacious magazine of calum- 
nv and defamation happened to be, and have known 
him to hold forth for an hour together, and with a 
ſurpriſing volubility of tongue, pour out a torrent of 
nonſenſe on faſhions, dreſs, equipage and feandal ; 
and in ſhort, on every topic of diſcourſe which is 

F. common 
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common in the polite world ; and after he was gone, 
I have heard all the ladies fay—* is he not a moſt 
„ agreeable creature?“ 

hough Rattle is thus careſſed, for vices for which 
he ſhould be deteſted, and beloved for qualities for 
which he ſhould be deſpiſed, by a great many, yet 
are there ſome who diſlike him too. The loquacious 
old prudes think he takes up too much of the chat, 
and prevents them from talking. Theſe ladies love a 
ſilent man, who does not encroach on their loquaci- 
ty, but liſtens quietly to all they ſay. I was, not 
long ago, in company with a ſet of theſe prating 
dames, where I did not utter one ſyllable, but fat 
like the ſtatue of Silence, and when I went away, 
they all agreed that I was very good company, and 
a very agreeable, well behaved man: this I learned 
from my ſiſter who was one of them. 

I always had the greateſt averſion from a talkative 
man, or a prating woman. I look upon every ſociety 
or company of people affembled.in a room, to be a 
kind of little common-wealth, and that any perſon 
who engroſſes the whole, or a greater part than falls 
to his ſhare, of the converſation, infringes on the li- 
berties of that little community ; ſome tyrants, indeed, 
are more pleaſing than others, as Julius Cæſar was 

referable to Nero ; ſo a ſenſible uſurper in ſpeaking, 
is better than a fooliſh one: but the general misfor- 
tune is, that they who have the leaſt to fay, com- 
monly talk moſt. 


Felicia ſays a great deal in a. few words, whit 


2 holds forth an hour together, on the cut of a 
ru 
of lady Trot's drum; whiltt Sylvia is burſting with 


impatience to interrupt her, to deſcribe a new- faſhion- 


ed cap; and Mopſa is eager to tear. the reputations 


of half her acquaintance: Felicia, therefore, is 
among women, what Eugenio is among men, and 
the reſt are Jack Rattles in petticoats. 

The love of talking, undoubted!y, ariſes from an 
overweenirg conceit of our own talents in that way; 
ard we ale too apt to imagine, that all we fay is 

agree- 
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true method to know whether we 

1 —— is to obſerve what effects our 
converſation produces in others: whether it #47 0 
he ſame ideas of pleaſute in their minds, as it does 
i ours; if it does, we may ſometimes give our 
wth ue a looſe if not, we ſhould check it ** a 
bride. How filly does a perſon look, when nw 
ſpending his breath a conſiderable time in 1 gu” 
— or a long ſtory, he finds no body attending 
The ends of ſpeech are either to communicate out 
thoughts to others, or to pleaſe or inſtruct: ” to * 
firſt, we ſhould conſider well, whether * t 1 
are worth communicating in company ; and as to : 
latter, none but people of good ungerftanding + 20 
able of conveying pleaſure or inſtrudion. E 
E I would recommend it to the raw, 2 4p 
unexperienced part of both ſexes, to NOI 8 en 
the itch of talking comes on them) er huntſmen 
ſay to their young hounds, © Ware babbling. ] 
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* -To the BATCHELOR 
IX. 
25 s vexed to hear ſuperficial reaſoners 
5 5 modern manners, and blame 
many faſhionable and uſeful arts, for trifling 2 
fections, (which muſt neceſſarily attend every un: 
* man invention) without making an allowance ar 
* the many advantages they produce. As an . 
ſonable prejudice to gaming ſeems moſt N ent 
* among your humdrum moraliſts, I attemptec to 
* ſhew its abſurdify ; and as you were pleaſed to ap 
prove of my firſt efſoy, I now ſend you a fecand, on 


the ſame ſubje&. RARE 
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* Some of our moſt celebrated philoſophers (ſuch 


as Hobbs, Mandeville, &c ) have found out that 
mank ind is endued with an innate propenſity to evil 


and miſchief. From ſuch a noble diſcovery I infer, 
that there ſhould be ways and means provided 
for this malevolent diſpoſition to vent itſelf, elſe the 
body politic may be thrown into diforder, and vio- 
lent remedies muſt be then adminiſtered, Now a 
gentle relaxation in morals, effectually anſwers the 
purpoſe : it may be compared to that inſenſible 
peripiration which preſet ves the natural body in due 
plight and vigour ; but if once ſtopt, recourſe muſt 
be had to a purge or an emetic. 

* Let us now examine gaming by this teſt : firſt, it 
gives every man a fair chance of making the moſt of 
his abilities; and he who might, as a pettyfogger or 
quack, do infinite miſchief, may here exerciſe his 
talents with equal profit to himſelf, and without 
much prejudice to the public: the perſon of a bold 
impetuous turn, who might otherwiſe head a gang 
and plunder the country, inay, by curſing, ſwearing, 
bullying and other heroic arts, mixed with a ſmall 
ſhare of ſkill in his profeſſion, both fill his purſe and 
ſhew his ſpirit : beſides, we ſhould conſider, that as 
many of the nobility and gentry are too refined and 
delicate in their pleaſures, (both from conſtitution 
and fentiment) to indulge themſelves in a free uſe 
of wine and women, and other groſs and barbarous 
vices ; and are therefore unable to undergo the 
drudgery of ſpending their eſtates, without the aſ- 
ſiſtance of play; ſo that Henry the Seventh's wile 
ordinance would become uſeleſs and unneceſſary, 
which, by allowing the barons to alienate their 
lands, diffuſed wealth and independence among the 
commons. Theſe are ſome of the benefits the 
public in general reaps by this art; let us now con- 
hder how it operates on individuals. 

* Thegreateſt inconvenience attending the rich and 
affluent, is to bave a great deal of ſuperfluous time 
and money, which they do not know how to diſ- 


* poſe of; now what other exp: dient could be de- 
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* viſed ſo calculated in all points, to rid them of theſe 


* two grievous burdens? It gives men of fortune a 
noble opportunity of ſhewing their generoſity, and 
love of their country, by loſing their money to 
* ſharpers, who might otherwiſe be obliged to take to 
the road for a ma intainance: this muſt undoubtedly 
© be the motive, or what elſe could induce them to 
* game with fellows, who, by a coup de main, will al- 
ways be winners? 5 Te + 
Thus, they diſplay their patriotiſm, in a mode 
quite new and peculiar to themſelves. How hum- 
ble and condeſcending do they appear in admitting 
men of the loweſt rank, both in intelle&s and mo- 
© rals, to their tables and converſation ; men who are 
* only remarkable for ſhuffling a pack of cards, and 
* ſhaking a dice-box with dexterity? 1 knew ſome 
malignant cenſurers ſay, they chooſe ſuch compa- 
© nions that they may ſhine in their owneyes from the 
* compariſon ; but this, I think, cannot be the caſe, 
Nas thoſe perſons eminently poſſeſs the very qualifi- 
« cations that are moſt valued by themſelves, and 
which they ſo ſtudioufly ſtrive to acquire: even 
© ſuppoſing it was; did not Cæſar ſhew a laudable 
* ambition by ſaying, he would rather be the firſt 
man in a paltry village, than the ſecond in Rome? 
and why ſhould they be blamed for acting on the 
* ſame principles? ; 

© Where can a young man acquire ſo uſeſul and 
© accurate a knowledge of the world as at a gaming- 
* table A ſharper by ſtripping a youth, teaches him 
to be wary and acute, and not ſuffer himſelf to be 
* impoſed on in any other dealings; as rubbing a new 
coat with a wet ſpung, though it takes off the gloſs, 
prevents it from being fo eaſily ſtained. 

* ] think we may alſo aſcribe that high poliſh the 
© Beau Monde has attained, to the benign influence of 
play, as it promotes that intimate connection which 
* 1cfines and improves both ſexes fo much: how gal- 
© lant and generous. are thoſe gentlemen, who fieel 
© releaſe their amiable debtors from all demands, for 
* a momentary gratification ; and alſo think o_ 

* lelves 
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ſelves ſo much obliged by the favour, that they 
commonly publiſh it to the world, to ſhew their gra. 
titude. 

* It has been urged as an objection, that gamin 

diſſipates all ſerious thought and reflection, and di. 
verts our men of faſhion from ſtudy, and ſo dif. 
qualifies them from ſerving their country in thoſe 
high ſtations they are juſtly entitled to: but I think 
I have already proved, that they are of eſſential ſer- 
vice to the community in their own way; and any 
judicious perſon who daily fees what a figure they 
make without any ſuch intellectual aids, will only 
laugh at ſo frivolous an argument: their genius 
ſparkles with native light : the maxims and ſentiments 


of others would only cloud it. They confider books 


as bladders, which may indeed aſſiſt bad ſwimmers, 
but rather incumber the ſkilful. 
* Play, has been introduced and flouriſhes among 
all ranks and degrees, ee the military; you 
know Alexander deſtroyed the baggage of his 
troops, that they might have nothing to mind but 
their duty: ſome of our modern commanders took 
the hint in the late war, and eſtabliſhed Pharoah 
banks, which by eaſing the officers of their caſh, ef- 
fectually anſwered the ſame purpoſe, and I verily 
believe were the cauſe of our extraordinary ſucceſs. 
Ir is not uncommon to ſee children early initiated in 
this noble ſcience, and 1 have been delighted to 
view the little maſters and miſſes fitting» round a 
card-table, inſtructed by their papa and mama, who 
formed happy preſages of their genius, from the 
quickneſs and apprehenſion they diſcovered in learn- 
ing the game. I hope ſoon to ſee Mr. Locke's me- 
thod introduced, of teaching children the alphabet, 
by having the letters imprinted on dice : by playing 
Cribbage they may acquire arithmetic ; and fo cards 
and dice may become the inſtruments of learning, 
to the total aboliſhment of horn-books and figures. 
© ] have obſerved an itch for gaming to prevail moſt 
in the pooreſt and leaſt cultivated parts of the king- 
dom, 
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« dom, where I have frequently ſeen half a dozen ot 
« the country folks, of both ſexes, on a Sunday, fit- 
ting behind a ditch, and enjoying themſelves like 
their betters: the only difference I could perceive 
« was, that their cards were rather black, 

The ſame diverſion is practiſed in town among 
the chair-men and ſhoe-boys, chiefly in a dear ſum- 
mer; and ſome of them have told me, it was to 
„divert hunger,” The like ſtratagem was uſed 
by the Lydians in a great famine, faſting and feaſt- 
ing each day alternately ;- they applied themſelves 
to hazard and other mgenions games on their faſt 
days, inſtead of eating, and continued this ſport 
* eighteen years. Now, as our commonalty ſeem to 
« reliſh theſe amuſements as much as the Lydians, in 
© order to alleviate their ſufferings in dear ſeaſons, I 
* would humbly propoſe that cards and dice ſhould be 
« diſtributed by the clergy every Sabbath, to their re- 
ſpective congregations, accompanied with a ſhort 
lecture on their utility: this will alſo make greater 
numbers attend divine ſervice, as I have known 
children induced to ſwallow phyſic, when they were 
© ſure of finding a lump of ſugar at the bottom of the 
cup. 

, i have thus, Mr. Wagſtaffe, endeavoured to point 
out ſome of the benefits accruing both to the public 
and particulars from gaming; and have juſt thrown 
out the laſt hint for our politicians, which I make 
no doubt of their improving. 


LJ am, Sir, (with reſpect) 
+. Your very humble ſervant, 


]. c. 
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No. 94. Saturday, June 27. 


Alfenus wafer, omni 


— — — — 


Abjecto inſtruments artis, clauſaque taberng, * to th 
Sutor erat fafiens oferis, fic optimus omnis beca 
Eft opifeæ, ſic rex jolus. Vellent tibi barbam * tirel) 
Laſcivi pueri ; ques tu niſi fuſte coprces, very 
Urgeris turb4 circum te hante, niſergue * moſt 
Rumperis, et latras, magnorum maxime regum. ſpen 


Hos. Oh, 
THUS IMITATED: 


That rogue Alfenus, now no more 

Will cobble ſhoes, as heretofore ; 

But ſhuts his bulk, throws by his awls; 

And in a pulpit ſtoutly bawls ; 

A moſt heart-breaking preacher turns, 

Whilſt each old woman's middriff burns: 

But, Swacling John, you have great luck, 

If wanton boys your beard don't pluck ; 

Unleſs you drive them with a club, 

The mob will drag ye from your tub; 

Thee, for their vengeance, they will mark, 

While you, great preacher, loudly bark. 
Anon, 


* To JTrorFRy WAGSTAFFE, y/ at the Mer- 


cury in Parliament ſtreet. 


N 
J Am a man who carry on a conſiderable ſhare of 
trade in this city. I was for many years bleſſed 
with one of the beſt women upon earth for a wife, 
and we were remarkably a happy, induſtrious cou- 
ple, although we had no children. We might 
have been ſtill bleſt, were it not ſor a curſed goſpel 
goſſip, 


e 
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goſſip, a neighbour of our's, who ſeduced my 

wite, as the ſerpent did Eve, to go with her one 

evening to a ſwadling meeting-houſe : when ſhe 

came home, ſhe did nothing but rave of the ſancti- 

ty of thoſe good people, (as ſhe called them) and 
* of the heavenly man who preached. Her neigh- 
* bour, when once ſhe found that ſhe had drawn her 
in, did not fail to call upon her every evening to go 
to the preaching : in ſhort, fir, in a little time ſhe 
became as great a ſwadler as any of them: ſhe in- 
* tirely neglected her houſe and family, and gave me 
very little of her company; for ſhe was gadding 
* moſt part of the day after the preachers heels, and 
ſpent many nights among them at their love feaſts, 
* Oh, Mr. Wagſtaffe, theſe ſwadling teachers are 
' fad fellows; for would you believe it, my wife, 
' who was always loving, virtuous, diſcreet and ho- 
* neſt, they wanted to ſeduce, debauch, and lead 
' aſtray. 

* She told me one day, that the Lord had promi- 
* ſed her a child, as he did to Sarah; I aſked her, 
in ſome confuſion, how did ſhe know that : ſhe bad 
me be calm, and ſhe would tell me. She ſaid, that 
Mr. Williams, the teacher, had afſured her of it 
* at the laſt love feaſt; and that at midnight ſhe fell 
* into a trance, in which it was confirmed to her ; 
* and that the holy man renewed his aſſurances to 
her. I began to ſmoke ſomething, and to ſuſpect 
that thoſe ſanctified devils had given her ſome drugs 
to throw her into a deep ſleep, and fo to fulfil rheir 
* promiſes in good earneſt. From that time I never 
' ſuffered her to go near them, nor one of the ſcoun- 
' drels to enter my doors: for before that, they uſed 
to come to my houſe with as much freedom as if 
it was their own, and nothing in it was too good 
for them. Many a bottle of my beſt wine have Mr. 
'W——y and Mr. Williams ſwallowed, and not 
only that, but every penny my wife could lay hands 
on, ſhe gave to theſe ſaints: by this means I found 
* my ſubſtance going, my houſe in diſorder, and my 
* honour at ſtake. | 


I flat- 
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* I flatter myſelf that they did not accompliſh thei 
wicked ends with my wife ; but I thought it the 
beſt way to put it out of their power by givin 
them no opportunity. Ever fince I have laid thi 
embargo on her, I have had very little comfort «f 
her, for ſhe is peeviſh, fretful and diſcontented; 
nothing can pleaſe her, ſhe ſays flie is ſure of be 
ing damn'd, and all I can ſay or do will not prevail 
on her to go with me to church. I breught the cu- 
rate of our pariſh to her, and he began to reaſo 
with her, but all to no purpoſe : ſhe poured ou 
ſuch a torrent of jargon of grace, peace, faith, 
ele, and ſo forth, and quoted fo much ſcripture 
in a quite miſtaken ſenſe, that ſhe would not let the 
good man ſay a word. He told me it was in vain 
to talk to her, for that her head was turned, and 
adviſed me to lodge her for a while with Mr. Jen- 
nings at the Broad Stone. This I am 3 to 
do, as I ſtill love her tenderly. I will, therefore, 
try every gentle method, and if all fails, I muſt at 
length have recourſe to that. 

Now, fir, is not this dreadful, that theſe wolver 
in ſheeps' cloathing, ſhould be thus ſuffered to prov. 
after the wives of honeſt men, not only to turn 
their heads, but alſo to furniſh thoſe the hu 
bands with horns; and all this under the cloak of 
righteous ſanctity. I think, therefore, you will do 
the public ſervice, by giving this letter a place in 
your ſpeculations; it may be a warning to- other 
men to put a ſtop to their wives ſwadling betimes, 
and prevent thoſe fatal effects, which my too great 
indulgence to mine have produced to me. It 1s 
amazing to think, what miſchiefs theſe canting, 
hypocritical villains, have done in this city, within 
theſe few years. Every idle tradeſman who is too 
lazy to work,, gets a few texts of ſcripture by heart, 
which he throws out in quite a contrary ſenſe from 
their true meaning, and ſo commences a blind guide 
to lead the blind. This they find an eaſier and 
more lucrative way of working than at their trades; 
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Iſh then will rob, plunder, and ſteal, to ſupply them with 


t it the. money. 


Sirim ] could write a whole. volume on this ſubject, 
ud thut but I fear | have already treſpaſſed too far upon 
fort of i « your patience : I ſhall, therefore, conclade, by 
tented; WM aſſuring you, that I am your conſtant reader, and- 


of be + moſt humble ſervant, 


reve ] * PETER TRAFFICK.' 
the cu 

reaſon Wh) == >< n=77 =" == JF EN a1 
at RSSEFLIR A SRALISST AS 
„ faith, 

riptue Ml No. 95. Tueſday, June 30. 

let the 3 
in van ll 

* Uno ore conclamant omnes. TER. 

. Jen- 

ang to They all cry out with one voice. 

refore, 


auſt at MI paper of the 2oth inſt. upon Talkativeneſs, 
has brought upon me the tongues of half the 
volver I women in town; and the pens of, I believe, very 
prow! near the other half. It has produced me a bundle of 
> turn letters, almoſt ſufficient to keep a ſnuff =p 4 in foul 
> huſ- paper for a month. Some commend me for giving 
oak of Wl them good advice, but the greater part take up arms 
vill do ainſt me, as againſt an invader on thoſe rights and 
ace in WW privileges which the fair ſex have enjoyed fince the 
other WW time of madam Eve. They imagine I would have 
times, chem tongue - tied, becauſe I would adviſe them to 
great Wl abridge any of their ſuperfluous chat; whereas my 
It is WI whole intention is, that they ſhould ſay more, and 
nting, Wl talk leſs; that is, that they ſhould ſpeak to purpoſe, 
vithio and not employ their whole converſation on Dreſs, 
s too Wl Fops, Cards, P. aſhions, and Scandal. 
heart, The Turks have a notion, that there is a certain 
from portion of food and drink allotted to every man at his 
guide WI birth, which, when he has conſumed, he muſt die. 
and This is an excellent lefſon io teach men temperance. 
des; WM Now if we only change a little the matter of this 
ſenſe, moral, and ſuppoſe that we had a certain number of 
will. words 
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words allotted to us, which, when we had ſpoken 
we muſt die; what a wonderful effect would thi 


produce on many of thoſe exceſſive talkers, who noy 81 
prate us to death? How many trifling circumſtance. 1 N 
would it cut off, which render ſtories: ſo prolix and lo! 
tireſome to the hearers? But leſt I ſhould ſeem to . ur « 
reader to tranſgreſs in the very article I am ſpeaking. = hl 
agaiaſt, I will ſatisfy his curioſity with ſuch of tho. 32 
letters as are worth his ſeeing : the reſt are fit onlyMil. g *; 
to be applied to ſuch purpoſes as the Freeman's Jou- . 4 g 
nals commonly are. Tan 
tence 
we © breat 
To. the BaTCcnsLoR, F ke 
8 1I R, es; t 
0 | Read your paper on talkativeneſs, and wonder Pang: 
What you mean by it: would you have us we- £7 
men, to ſew up our mouths, or talk of nothing but oy 
books? wou'dn't you have us to talk of dreſs and 2 6 
* faſhions? we ſhould be meer frights indeed, if ve. . 
didn't conſult one another's opinions to know what yo 
is genteel or not: I ſuppoſe you would mae As 
* mopes of us in company, to liſten to ſuch muſty, il . "_ 
old fellows as you: I am ſure you have no right 18 
* to ſpeak, for, by your ſpeculations, you ſeem to be PR 
* a very prating old fellow. Others may do as they an 
* pleaſe, but for my part, as long as I have a tongue my 
Iwill uſe it, and not keep it within my teeth to th 
* pleaſe you, or any old dotard like you. You may il « ; p 
give us your advice in any thing elſe you pleaſe, . g 
* and if we like it we will follow it; but in this of " 
* ſtopping our mouths, we muſt beg to be excuſed, TY 
A pretty ſtory, truly! what, would you make ſta- 
* tues of us? The next thing I 3 you'll ſay 1s, 
: that women have no ſouls. I write this to ſhe ; 


you, you ſhall not filence 
* Your humble ſervant, 
© SARAH AFTERCLAP. 
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To [eorFRY WaGsTAFFE, E.; at the Mercury in 
* Parliament- ſtreet. 


«SIR, 


Much approve of your ſpeculation, on the over 
[ love of talking of ſome of your's, and many of 
our ſex. I paid a vilit the other evening to my 
neighbour Mis. Tattle, who is a kind of an alarm 
clock, for when once ſhe ſets a-going, ſhe never 


« ſtops, even ſo much as to pnt a comma into 


© her diſcourſe, but runs on in one continued ſen- 
© tence for half an hour together, without drawin 
breath. Her three daughters too, the eldeſt of 
© whom is not above fitteen, are all repeating watch- 
des; for no ſooner did the mother leave the leaſt 
* room for them to throw in a word, but you might 
© ſee the three miſſes burſting with impatience to 
« ſpeak. I happened to ſay to the youngeſt, who is 
© not above eleven years old, that miſſes ſhould be 
© ſeen and not heard; on which the mother ſeemed 
not to be pleaſed, and told me ſhe ſuppoſed I had 
been reading that old fool, Mr. Wagſtaffe, who 
wanted to ſtop the mouths of half the ladies in 
town. She ran on for above an hour without ſto 
ping, to abuſe you on that account; and I believe 
© would have gone on another hour, but that luckily 
my ſervant brought me a meſſage that my huſband 
* was come home. beg. ſir, you will not dr 
this ſubjeQ until you have ſilenced the prating old 
goſſips, and prattling young females, who bring a 
< diſgrace on our ſex, and you will particularly oblige 
4 your conſtant reader, 


* MarTha SiLENCE,? 


* To the BaTCHtLOR. 
dan Up 


0 Like all your ſpeculations very well, except 
1 that one againſt talking: I will ſay nothing with 
regard to women, but | am ſure a ſilent man is an 


© odious 
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This I had experience of ſony 
pened to travel to a friend's houf: 
* about a day's Journey from town in a coach, in 
* company with two ladies, and a great ſcholar, one 
Doctor Snarl. For the firſt five or fx miles, we 
* endeavoured all we could to make him ſpeak, but 
© all to no purpoſe ; he only ſtared at us with hi 
* gopple eyes, like an owl. When we found it waz 
* ampoſſible to get a word out of him, we took no 
* farther notice of him, and he took out a book from 
his pocket, and read for the remaining part of the 
journey. Now, fir, would not Mr. Rattle, or Mr. 
* Any-body, that would talk like a chriſtian, be bet- 
© ter than our over-wiſe gentleman in company? we 
* might as well have had the ſtall of old books on 
the Inns-quay in the coach with us as this learned 
pedant. Upon enquiry into his character, ] find 
he wants to ape Dean Swift, who, it is ſaid, uſed 
< often to ſit ſilent among ladies to make remarks ; 
but then, every body is not a Swift, and this fel- 
* low is, by thoſe who know him, ſaid to be no more 
than a meer book worm. I beg, therefore, you 
will fay no more of your ſilent, ſenſible people; 
for a man or woman, let them be never ſo wile, if 
they want chat, are no better than a Cremona fid- 
dle without ſtrings: it may be very fine, but it 
gives us no pleaſure : therefore, I inſiſt you will 
allow us the privilege of our ſex, in uſing our pro- 
« per weapons, and give us none of your ſilent philo- 
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odious creature. 
time ago: I 


* fophers. I am, fir, your humble ſervant, 
* AmanDa LoveTaALk. 
* To the BATCHELOR. 
«SIR, 


6 E EN by your own account, Eugenio is a ſtu- 


pid humdrum, and Mr. Rattle a ſweet fel- 


« low. 
© Your's, &c. 


* Lucinpa SPRIGHTLY. 
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r Mr. F we in this quarter of the world called Europe, 
e bet- | are indebted to thoſe enterprizing geniuſes, who 
? we Whave diſcovered new countries on the other quarters 


pf our little globe, how much greater obligations do 
re lie under to aſtronomers who have found out many 
vorlds, ſome of which are larger than our own ; nor 
re they ſatisfied with this, but even tell us they are 
nhabited, Jlike ours; and that the genius of the inba- 
itants takes its bent from their nearneſs to, or diſ- 
ance from, the fun, For inſtance, thoſe of Saturn 
re ſurly, moroſe and ſtupid, ſomething like the 
orthern people of our hemiſphere ; thoſe of Jupi- 
cr, grave and ſedate.z thoſe of Mars, herce and war- 
like; thoſe of Venus, laſcivious and effeminate; 
whiltt the inhabitants of Mercury, are all life and 
fire. | 
Our neighbours in the moon they are as well ac- 
quainted with as we are with the people of Patagonia, 
ard they know every hill, dale, mountain and valley, 
ſea, lake and river, as well as we do our own terra 
aufiralis incognita. The learned Hevelius has given 
us a moſt accurate map of it, and has marked out 
every ſpot of it as exactly as Sir William Petty has 
done of this, our kingdom. Ricciolus has even gone 
f rther, and has aſſigned to each aſtronomer his pro- 
portion of ground there ; you may meet with the 
land of Copernicus, the tract of Gallileo, the region 
of Kepler in that planet ; and to ſhew his own mo- 
deſty, he has allotted for himſelf the very beſt ſpot 
in all that country. 

It 
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It is but juſt, indeed, that theſe men ſhould hay, 
the benefit ariſing from their diſcovered land; but, h 
the bye, I cannot but think them a little ſelfiſh, ng 
to ſhare this new world with more people, but u 
make it a monopoly amongſt four lunar princes. Her 
I cannot help forming a conjecture, (which the reads 
may agree to or not, as he pleaſes) that at the full a 
the moon, theſe proprietors gazed with ſuch raptur, 
at their lunar poſſeſſions, that they were deemed hy 
the vulgar to be madmen, and that hence they wh; 
loſt their ſenſes, were ſince called Lunatics, 

Biſhop Wilkins, who had a vaſt ambition for tran 
lation, formed a project for converting his lawn 
ſleeves into a pair of wings, and flying thither : if bi 
ſcheme had ſucceeded, he would, no doubt, like ou 
earthly diſcoverers, have fixed up a flag, a croſs, « 
ſome other token of poſſeſſion, and then have ee. 
turned in order to bring with him a flying ſquadron, 
to conquer the country and ſubdue the natives tc 
chriſtianity. The latter motive, that of inſtructiq 
the people in the principles of true religion, would 
certainly be a moſt noble one: it was that alone 
which induced the Spaniards to conquer Mexico and 
Peru, and not the gold and filver mines, as ſome have 
vainly imagined. The ſame great cauſe incited the 
Dutch to make ſettlements in the Eaſt Indies and 01 
the coaſt of Afric ; nor did we poſſeſs ourſelves of 
ſuch vaſt tracts of country in America for any other 
purpoſe. 'This might ſometimes have been attended 
with ſome circumſtances of injuſtice, not to mention 
cruelty ; ſuch as depriving the natives of their natu- 
ral rights, and butchering, perhaps, three fourths of 
them; but then we muſt allow that they were ſavages 
who were thus treated, and that it was intirely for 
their good. But, perhaps, theſe fellows of the moon 
might prove more ſturdy than the poor Mexicans 
weteß · and not ſuffer themſelves to be fo eafily ſubdu- 
ed or converted for want of ſome of thoſe inſtruments 
which Cortes made uſe of, to wit, cannon ; and! 
fear it would be no eaſy matter to fly any of them 
thither. 
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The only ſcheme I can deviſe, therefore, of at- 
chieving this conqueſt, would be to clap large wings 
to ſome of our new diſcovered allies the Patagonians, 
and take ten or twenty thouſand of them into our pay 
for that purpoſe : they would ſoon cruſh the poor na- 
tives, and we ſhould draw as much advantage from 
it as poſſibly-we do from many of the wild, unculti- 
vated tracts which we already poſſeſs: we ſhould 
certainly reap one great benefit by it, that our news 
mongers and politicians, by the means of flying ex- 
preſſes, would conſtantly have freſh intelligence to 
amuſe them in this dead time of peace. We ſhould 
be then as impatient for pacquets from the Moon, as 
we are now from Holyhead; and it would be vaſt 
comfort that contrary winds could not retard them. 
We ſhould have all our news papers begin thus: 
'* Laſt night arrived three Lunar Pacquets, which 
* brought the following advices.” Our intelligence 
den would not be confined to this little paultry ſpot, 
led Earth; we ſhould then know what paſſed in 
the moon, as well as thoſe aſtronomers I have men- 
t1oned. 

But- beſides all thoſe advantages, our travelling vir- 
tuoſi, who, no doubt, would fly thither, might col- 
le& a vaſt number of curiofities, ſuch as minerals, 
metals, exotics, foſlils, ſkeletons, pebbles, &c. &c, 
for the uſe of the royal and antiquarian ſocieties. 
How would theſe {well the philoſophical tranſactions? 
What multitudes of -hackney writers would be ſup- 
ported by publiſhing books of travels, and voyages 
round the moon? for we are aſſured that the lumi- 
nous parts of that body are land, and the obſcure, 
ſeas ; becauſe the watry parts imbibe the rays of 
light, whereas the earthy ſolid ones reflect it. 

Our young gentlemen, who now travel only to 
know the world, would certainly gain vaſtly more 
improvement by taking the tour of the moon, as they 
would then know more than the world. They might 
there, perhaps, pick up as good ſyſtems in politics, 
and notions in religion, as they could at Paris: the 
journey would be leſs troubleſome and expenſive, and 
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as they ought not to take much money with them, 

leſt it ſhould: be too burdenſome and heavy for them 

in their flight, theſe abſentees would be no ſort of 

loſs to The world. The ladies too might put on wings 

| and take a ſcamper, to bring home faſhions ; but! 

would recommend it to ſuch as wear large hoops, to 

| put on drawers. This would be a fine opportunity 

for young, light, airy girls, who are married to old 

| fellows, or to fat, heavy, lubberly huſbands, to 

1 make an elopement with their youthful, briſk gal- 

lants ; but they muſt continue to be in flying order, 

and not get themſelves with child before they ſet out, 

It would'be no eaſy matter to keep the young females 

.upon this earth, or hinder them from taking wing 

alter the young fellows: the only method I know cf 

reſtraining them would be, conſtantly to keep their 
wings clipt, or elſe to pinion them like wild ducks. 

It is a wonder to me, that thoſe great aſtronomers 

J have mentioned, have not, like ſome voyage wri- 


ters, given us the manners, cuſtoms, habits, &c. of c Y 
the Lunar inhabitants more exactly: had they told « fo 
us that they were Giants or Pigmies, Anthropophagi, « ef 
or men whoſe heads do grow beneath their ſhoulders, «00 
we could not contradict them. They might deſcribe 4 
them as very cruel ſavages, or as very civil poor peo- tt 
ple who worſhip our earth, which would endear « 3 
them greatly to us; and it is odd that they ſhould « 
give a better gueſs at the inhabitants of the other pla- 6 N 
nets, than of thoſe of our own ſatellite the moon, «4 
which is juſt at home with us. " 
But I hope we ſhall no longer ſuffer thus a lunar « f 
eclipſe of knowledge, and that ſame ingenious writer «> 
will clear up thoſe points fully to us ; for though « 
they have aſſuted us of the moon's being peopled, « | 
yet are we at a loſs to know whether they reſemble 4 
Patagonians or Laplanders. In this all-diſcovering OP 
age, therefore, it is to be hoped that either ſome of « f 
our longitudinarians or diſcoverers, will ſatisfy the 44 
cutious in theſe reſpects, as nothing ſeems, in this « | 
enlightened zra of the world, to be too difficult for « 
the reſearches of inquiſitive men. W « 4 
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SARI FP INNDISCEEEREND 
No. 97. Tueſday, July 7. 


Quid domini facient audent cum talia fures, VIA. 


What will the maſters do, when thus the ſervants 
dare? | 


© Mr. WAs T ARE, 


4 E HAT moſt wonderful prodigy of genius, 
6 the Dean of St. Patrick's, obſerves in his 


« Gulliver, that three quarters of this globe muſt be 
failed round before a female Engliſh Yahoo can get 
her breakfaſt, or a cup to put it into. But what 
« would he ſay were he now living, when even Iriſh 
© Yahoos yahoos muſt have the fame trouble taken 
for them. When all the abigails, cook-maids, kit - 
chen wenches and ſcullions in town, muſt fit down 
every morning to a breakfaſt of tea, as well as their 
« miſtreſſes. I am told, that on hiring thoſe drabs, 
the firſt queſtion which they aſk, is, madam, do 
you find me in tea, or what allowance will you 
« give me for it?” If the former be the bargain, that 
the miſtreſs is to ſupply the huſſey with tea, what 
is left after her lady's breakfaſt will not do, madam 
muſt have a freſh pot; with this ſhe treats her 
fellow ſervants of the male ſex, and the conſe- 
* quence of this junketting is a baſtard, which the 
* \mothers in the privy, or if the is afraid of the gal- 
los for the murder of it, they both combine in 
* robbing their maſter to maintain it: if the ſlut has 
money allowed her for tea, the footman who break- 
faſts with her, and drinks tea with her in the eve- 
ning. muſt put in his quota; this he is in honour 
© bound to do; but as his wages are not ſufficient to 
© bear this expence, he borrows his maſter's piſtols, 
and ſtops the firſt paſſenger he can meet on a dark 
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night in the ſtreet ; and hence, no doubt, proceed 


many of the ſtreet robberies which often are com- 


mited in this metropolis. 
But there is alſo another ill conſequence arifin 
from this wicked cuſtom, and that is the vaſt ſums 


* of money which go cut of this kingdom, and that 
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for no other reaſon but becauſe ladies and gentle- 
-men/are fools enough to indulge their ſervants in 


idleneſs and luxury. 

If we conſider the vaſt number of theſe tea-drink- 
ing jades in this city alone, and will calculate the 
quantity of tea and ſugar conſumed by them in a 
year, we ſhall find it to amount to a-great deal of 
money. People will ſay 'tis but a trifle in propor- 


tion to the wines and other foreign luxuties expend- 


ed by the maſter ; and the jewels, French ſilks and 
laces, uſed by the miſtreſſes: but that is reaſoni 
as fooliſhly as the man did, Who, becauſe his houſe 


was on fire, ſet his offices alſo in flames; for, ſays 


he, let them all 7 together: ſo that we are not ſa- 
tisfied to lay waſte and deſtroy this poor country 


. ourſelves, but we ſuffer our ſlaves to make havock 


of it. 
*.] ſhall not diſcant farther on the miſchiefs of 
theſe tea junkettings, becauſe every body js ſenſible 
of them, ſuch as the idleneſs and loſs of time from 
their buſineſs ; the inſolence they acquire by thus 
imitating their betters; the lies, ſcandal and tattle 
which theſe vermin propagate over their tea cups; 
and laſtly, the many whoredoms,. thefts and robbe- 
ries, which may be placed to this account only. I 


fee no reaſon why the footman ſhould not as well 


be allowed claret: by his maſter, as the woman ſer- 
vant her tea by her lady: he is deſcended of as 
good parents, and as well brought up; and has juſt 
as much pretenſions to the one, as the has to che 
other. 

Now, I know the ladies will 2. how can this 


evil be remedied? we carnot get ſervants who will 


bire on any other. conditions but that of giving 


them tea: to this I anſwer, this wicked cuſtom 
« 


may 
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* may be broke through by ladies putting on a re- 
* ſolution not to allow them any, and then they can 
have no other remedy but to ſtarve, or live upon 
* ſuch diet as ſervants did formerty, before tea was 
© known, or at leaſt before it was drank by ſuch 
* wretches; Inſtead of the brave wholeſome laſſes 
we had ſome time ago, .who went through their 
work chearfully, and kept the houſe clean; we 
have now, even in the houſes of tradeſmen, the 
kitchen wenches delicate fine ladies, ſubject to. va- 
pours,  hyfterics, and lowneſs of ſpirits. Two of 
theie drabs muſt be hired in private families, where 
one uſed to do the whole buſineſs, and half their 
time, forſooth, is taken up in boiling their kettle, 
chattering over their tea, and waſhing their. cups. 
Perhaps it may be thought that. the ſtomachs of 
theſe very delicate females being accuſtomed to this 
thin diet, could not digeſt food of a ſtronger or « 
coarſer nature; but Horace gives a remedy for 
this : 


* Pulmentaria quere Sudando, 


Let them get an appetite for it, and digeſt it by 
„ the ſweat of their brows:“ if this will not do, we 
may uſe the ſame medicine with them, as people do 
with dogs who-have got a ſurfeit by over-eating, 
let them faſt till they come to their ſtomachs. 


* Yours, &c. 
1 1 
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COPPELL NERVE VEL 


No. 98. Saturday, July 11. 


Sed fulgente trahit conſtrictos gloria curru, 
Non minus ignotos generofis— Hos, 
Chain'd to her beamy car, Fame drags along 
The mean, the great : an undiſt inguiſh'd throng, 
Francis 


F we will conſider the motives which generally 
ſtir men up to action, we ſhall find them often to 
proceed from falſe I les. There is no one point 
in which men are ſo liable to error, as in the purſuit 
of what is commonly called Glory. Hiſtory turniſh- 
es us with numbers of examples, which ſhew us the 
evil tendency of this miſtaken Glory. How mary 
illuſtrious deſtroyers of mankind has it egged on, to 
be a plague and a ſcourge to their fellow creature, 
in order to acquire a falſe character of heroiſm ? 
This prompted Alexander to cut off millions; thi 
excited Cæſar to enſlave his country: they vaialy 
imagined that they were treading in « & paths of true 
Glory, whilſt, in reality, they were ſtraying widely 
from it: for if, as Tully ſays, © Glory conſiſts in 
« virtue only,” ſurely neither Cæſar or Alexander 
could claim the leaſt pretenſions to it: for as virtue 
conſiſts in the praQice of what is truly laudable and 
beneficial to mankind, furely that which is attended 
with the moſt pernicious conſequences, muſt be the 
reverſe of it. Every body knows what miſchief 
have ariſen from this miſtaken thirſt of Fame in the 


world. If we will believe the ingenious Doctot 
Young, 


* The love of Praiſe howe'er conceal'd by art, 
« Glows more or leſs, and lives in ey'ry heart; 


we 
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we ſhall find that the very ſame principle of action, 
which prompted thoſe renowned heroes of antiquity 
to deſtroy ſo many of their own ſpecies, or ſubvert 
the liberties of their country, has alſo incited others 
in a leſſet =_ to undertake enterprizes no leſs pre- 

or inſtance ; why may not the leader of 
a gang of robbers, a daring houſe-breaker, or a foot- 
pad, pretend to be actuated by a love of Glory, as 
well as Alexander or Cæſar? The only reaſon why 
men do not view them in the ſame point of light, is 
only this, that by a wrong affociation, they uſually 
annex an idea of greatneſs to the latter, and of infa- 
my to the former. But this we muſt allow to be an 
error, unleſs: we hold it as a maxim, that the men 
who injures a few individuals, is a greater villain than 
he who deſtroys a whole country: this I am confi- 
dent of, that many criminals have juſtly. ſuffered at 
Tyburn, who were innocent perſons when compared 
with Oliver Cromwell. 

But the man who is actuated by a deſire of true 
Glory, will ſeek it by methods quite the contrary. of 
thoſe I have mentioned, and will certainly attain it 
by actions truly virtuous. It is not the ambition of 
being great, but of being good, which can intitle a 
man to the character of Glorious: the blood-ſtained 
conqueror, who has-imbrued his hands in his coun- 
trymen and fellow-citizens' blood, in order to grati 
his ambition of greatneſs, will ever be held deteſta- 
ble; whilſt the generous patriot, the noble defender 
of his country, will have his name tranſmitted to 

ſterity with the moſt grateful odours of praiſe. We 
LE and admire a Cicero, whilſt we deteſt a Cata- 
line; and Brutus's dagger is more honoured. than Cæ- 
far's ſword. 

Horace, in my motto, tells us, that the love of 
Glory is not confined to the great alone, but that 
even the lower claſſes of mankind are deſirous of it. 
His metaphor is very beautiful, and ſeems to allude 
to the conqueror's Chariots in the Roman triumphs, 
after which the captives were drawn along. In like 
manner, .men are by a kind of involuntary impulſe 
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dragged on as it were, by a madneſs for Fame. It 
viten has a more powerful influence on us than any 
other motive whatever, and when under the proper 
direction, will produce good effects. But, as I faid 
before, virtue muſt be its baſis, or the whole ſuper- 
ſtructure will be raiſed on a wrong foundation. If 
men will a& upon virtuous principles, in order to ac- 
quire the eſteem and approbation of good men, which 
is true Glory; then does ir become moſt beneficial 
to mankind. Nor is the acquiſition of true Glory, as 
it conſiſts in virtue, confined to thoſe whom fortune 
has placed in the more exalted ſtations of life : every 
man has it in his power to acquire it, let his means 
be what they will, provided he be good. 

Mr. Pope ſays, An honeſt man's the nobleſt 
* work of God.” And I ſay, he alone has the only 
title to true Glory, He, who with integrity and un- 
ſpotted character, fills that part in life which nature 
has aſſigned him, claims his ſhare of merit, as well 
as the hero in a more diſtinguiſhed ſphere : a man's 
abilities may be great, his inclination to ſerve his 
country may be ſtrong, his deſire of doing good may 
be prevalent, although an opportunity may not pre- 
ſent itſelf to him of exerting theſe glorious talents in 
ſo eminent a degree. 

I dare ſay, we can boaſt of numbers of great men 
in this kingdom, who would be as ready as Cicero to 
ſave their country, if the ſame occaſion offered. Nor 
are the Demoſthenian eloquence of a MaLonet, the 
ſweet oratory of a Hurchrsox, or the amiable abi- 
lities of the good Maso, leſs in reality, though per- 
haps not in ſo diſtinguiſhed a point of view, as if they 
had a Rome or an Athens to diſplay them in. The 
compoſition of a Raphael may not appear ſo well, 
where it wants an advantageous light ; but yet it loſes 
nought of its intrinſic merit on that account. 

Since, therefore, true Glory and Virtue are almoſt 
ſynonimous terms, it is in every man's power to at- 
chieve it, becauſe he may be virtuous if he Pom 
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F ECT DE 
No. 99. Tueſday, July 14. 


LS 


w———Convive prope _— ire videntur, 
Poſcentes vario multùm diverſa palato : 
Quid dem? Quid non dem Hon. 


One ſort not all admire, nor all approve, 
A different palate is to every gueſt. 
What ſhall, what ſhall I not provide? 


Happened the other evening to ſaunter into a cer- 
[ tain coffee-houſe in this town, which is much 
frequented by critics. I fat down, and called for a 
diſh of coffee; whilſt I was ſipping it, and looking 
over ſome news papers, a tall thin man, of the phyſi- 
cal tribe, who carries in his face ſtrong marks of the 
ſmall-pox, and ill- natured criticiſm, chanced to fit 
next me: he took off his hat, which is teally emble- 
matical of his mind. (for it is cocked into three very 
acute angles) and laid it down : he then looked into 
the Mercury, which lay on the table: © Pray, fir,” 
ſays he to me, © have you ſeen this day's Batchelor ? 
„think he begins to grow very dull.“ I gave him 
the deaf ear, and called for another diſh of coffee. 
A fat well looking man, who fat in a corner of the 
room, ſaved me the trouble of anſwering this ill-na- 
tured fellow: “ Sir,” ſays he, I can by no means 
« agree with you; I think the Batchelor rather be- 
comes more pleaſing every day, and the gentleman- 
« who writes it ſeems to have no other end in view, 
« hut to amuſe and inſtrut the public. It is the 
only paper in this way, which has ever had any 
„ ſucceſs in this town, as no other was ever carried 
on with any fort of ſpirit.” 


G 5 A third, | 


— 
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A third, whom I knew by his accent to be my 
countryman, and whoſe belly ſeemed to be better 
filled with beef and pudding, than his head furniſhed 
with brains, immediately took up the argument, by 
interrupting my friend, and ſputtering out a load of 
invectives againſt me, without knowing that I waz 
preſent : ©* Gentlemen,” ſays he, © I will tell you 
as how and what the caſe is, demme, I'll hold ye 
„what ye dare that this here Wagſtaffe, for all he 
„ pretends to be an Engliſhman, is — Iriſh Jeſuit; 
for he would make us believe black is white, It: 
as plain as the noſe on my face, that that there pa- 
per about flying to the moon, has ſome hidden po- 
litical meaning in it, which we don't ſee. Mind 
how he games us about our friends the Patagoni- 
ans, and would make us think they will be no uſe 
to us but to conquer the moon But what i: 
wworſten of all, he would hurt our Eaft-India com- 
«« pany, by hindering the conſumption of tea in thiz 
here town amongſt the ſervants.” Here I could 
no longer contain myſelf: I told him, that what he 
advanced was abſolutely falſe ; that I had the plea- 
fure of being very intimately acquainted with Mr. 
Wagſtaffe, the writer of the Batchelor, and that the 
accounts he had given of himſelf in his paper from 
time to time, were exactly true: that he was a gen- 
tleman born in England; poſſeſſed of a very eaſy in- 
dependent fortune ; a zealous member of the church 
of England, and no Jeſuit, as he falſely alledged. 
Juſt at that inſtant my friend Eugenio entered the 
coffee room, and faluted me with, “ your humble 
«« ſervant, Mr. Wagſtaffe ;” upon which the whole 
company ſtared at each other, and my Engliſh gen- 
tleman walked off. 

The many diſadvantages which a living author la- 
bours under from the envy, prejudices, and prepoſ- 
ſeſſions of mankind, are almoſt ſufficient to diſcou - 
rage any man from attempting to pleaſe the Pep 
But there are two adverſaries which I dread even 
more than thoſe J have mentioned, to wit, Ignorance 


and Want of Taſte. There is a homely proverb, 
which 
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which 1 do not chooſe to foul my paper with, which 
accounts for many peoples” being as well pleaſed with 
the nonſenſe of other papers, as with my ſpeculati- 
ons. Many cry me down, who never read me; and 
numbers diſlike me, becauſe they are unacquainted 
with my perſon, Various are the conjectures con- 
cerning me: ſometimes I am a Jeſuit, at other times 
I am a northern clergyman, and again a lad in the 
college : thus other people know me better than I 
know myſelf. I have given the public repeated ac- 
counts of myſelf; but I am not believed. I am un- 
der no neceſſity of deceiving any body, and ſurely he 
who impoſes for impoſing ſake only, muſt be a fool. 

I have endeavoured, ever ſince, the commence- 
ment of theſe my ſpeculations, to find out ſubjects 
to hit the taſte of every palate as nearly as I could ; 
and if I fail ſometimes of ſucceſs, it is my comfort 
that many other writers have had the ſame misfor. 
tune. I received a letter this morning written from 


Portarlington, by a perſon who ſubſcribes himſelf 


AmaTor VERITATIS: it ſeems to be an attempt at 
a criticiſm on my ſpeculation which treats of the 
wonderful diſcoveries made by aſtronomers concern- 
ing the moon. The ſagacious writer of this very in- 
genious epiſtle, ſays, That he received the higheſt 
entertainment from that paper; but at the ſame time 
© confeſſes he does not underſtand it. He is pleaſed, I 
* ſuppoſe, ironically, to call it a piece of wit and hu- 
* mour, and immediately demands a key to unlock the 
meaning of it.” The only anfwer I can give to this 


admirer of truth, is, that if his ideas are confuſed, it 


is not in my power to clear them : nor am I obliged 


to furniſh explanatory notes on every occaſion, for 


the uſe of ſuch readers as are void of taſte, judgment, 
or learning. 


We find in the SpeQators, Tattlers and Guardians, 
ſubje&s calculated to pleaſe different kinds of readers: 


each paper in them has its admirers: ſome like the 


eaſy, familiar, or humourous ones ; whilſt others are 
charmed with the more abſtruſe papers in a moral or 
critical way: ſo that almoſt every reader has his fa- 
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vourite papers. I do not by any means pretend to 
compare theſe my rude attempts, with thoſe incom- 
parable eſſays; but I only mentioned them, to ſhew 
that cavils may be raiſed by the ignorant againſt them, 
as well as againſt me, I write as intelligibly as I can, 
and I ſuſpect that if I am not underſtood, the fault 
does not he in me. The writings of the beſt authors 
are, to a bad head, what wholeſome plain food is to 
a weak ſtomach ; it all turns to phlegm and indigeſ- 
tion, I fear, where the intellectual conſtitution is 
weak, it is no eaſy matter to ſtrengthen it; medicines 
may ſometimes have ſucceſs in diſorders of the body; 
but none, that I know of, can give vigour to the 
mind. The application of books will rather encreaſe 
than diminiſh the weak habit of mind, and only turn 
the ignorant fool into a conceited coxcomb. 
W 


„* — 


Fram the MERCURY in Parliament-ftreet. 


To the PRINTER. 


STR, 


19 or three days ago I was deſired to read 
1 a letter printed in the Dublin Mercury of June 
the 27th, I cannot poſſibly believe what I have heard 
ſtrongly aſſerted, that the author is a clergyman of 
our own church: the ſlander is ſo dull, fo trite, fo 
barefaced, and cloathed in ſo baſe, ungenteel, bil- 
lingſgate language, © Curſed goſpel goſſip, ſanctified 


% devils, ſcoundrels, canting hypocritical villains.” 


Theſe are ſome of the flowers which he ſtrews 


abroad, with no ſparing hand. The writer therefore 
muſt needs be one of the loweſt claſs, as void of 
learning and good manners, as even of conicience 
His wonderful tale confutes itſelf, At the laſt 
« love feaſt at midnight ſhe fell into a trance.” Ex 
pede Herculem. Let every man of reaſon judge of the 
reft by this. None of our love feaſts laſt till mid- 
| night, 
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uight, no nor till ten, rarely till nine o'clock, but the 

or man counfounds a love feaſt with a watch night. 
(at which the ſervice does uſually continue till mid- 
night, or a little longer) knowing juſt as much of the 
one as of the other. I call upon him hereby, if he 
does ** carry on a conſiderable trade in this city,” or 
any trade at all, (except perhaps that of retailing 
whiſkey, or cry ing bloody murders thro' the ſtreets) to 
give us his name and place of abode, with the name 
of the curate whom he brought to reaſon with his 
wife, no evaſion here can be received, unleſs this be 
done without delay, all candid men will beheve the 
whole ſtory to be a ſenſeleſs, ſhameleſs ſlander. 

If Mr.“ B (with whom I had formerly the 
pleaſure of conveiſing at his own houſe, and who 
bchaved like a gentleman and a chriſtian) had had 
objections to me or my fellow-labourers, he would 
not have propoſed them in ſuch a manner, he wou'd 
have ſpoken (in private or publick) as a gentleman to 
a gentleman : and I would have anſwered plainly and 
directly. Indeed I am ready to give any man of un- 
derſtanding @ reaſon of the hope that is in me, that I 
have a conſcience void of offence towards God and to- 
wards man, I am 


Your humble ſervant, 


Whitefrier-ſtreet, JOHN WESLEY. 
July 9, 1767. 


We aſſure Mr. WesLzvy, that the initial letter of the 
gentleman's name who wrote the paper in the Ba TcnxLon, 
at which he has taken offence, is not B: nor has any perſon, 
to our knowledge, whoſe name begins with that letter, ever 
wrote a paper in the BaTCHzLorR, Veteres av as tibi de pul- 
mere revello, 
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No. 100. Saturday, July 18. 


2 Py 


Vix ea noſtra woca, 


I ſcarce call them my own. 


I Lately received the two following letters, which, 
as they are really originals, I thought might 50 
be unacceptable to my readers. I have made 10 
manner of alteration in them, as to ſtyle. or language 
I have only corrected them a little in the ſpelling: 


they ſhew the ſentiments of pure nature, undiſguiſed f = 
by art, or improved by education. Things of this 6 
ſort ſometimes make a variety from graver ſubject: « th 
and may, perhaps, pleaſe ſome readers better, than 18 
thoſe of a more ſerious caſt, If my correſpondent: 6 wi 
would now and then favour me with ſome things in Fa 
this way, I ſhould be more obliged to them than fot 7 
poetry; for, as Horace ſays, =_ 
Mediocribus eſſe poetis . ˖ 

Non homi nes, non dii, non conceſſere columnæ. 

But God and man and letter'd poſt denies, 

That poets ever are of middling ſize. 
The misfortune is, that the genius of almoſt ever) 


to tolerable proſe. But I can aſſure them, that the 
talents requiſite for the former, are the gift of but 
few; whereas, a man of common ſenſe, by reading 
good Engliſh writers, and giving a little attention to 
their manner and ſtyle, may communicate his thoughts 


in a better manner in humble proſe, than he poſſibly : 
can by invoking the Muſes. 
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* To te BATCHELOR. 


«SIR, 


c ARRY come up here, Mr. Wagſtaffe ; 
G what have you to dp with us- poor ſervants, 
« who earn our bread by the ſweat of our brows. 
© | liked your Batchelor, well enough until now, and 
© all the ſervants in our houſe uſed to buy it turn a- 
© bout : for you muſt know I live in a very good 
family in this town, and my maſter and miſtreſs al- 
© low us tea morning and evening, in ſpite of you and 
your Batchelor, . and no thanks to them for it; for 
© if they did not, I thank God I am not at a loſs 
for good places. Jack, our footman, who can read, 
4 

4 

. 


and writes this letter for me, ſays you have affront- 
ed his cloth, as well as us. You'd make our maſ- 
ters believe that tea-drinking makes us whores, and 
them rogues, but no thanks to you; if we get baſe 
tards, we will not call to you to maintain them, 
nor is our tea out of your pocket. I believe you 
are ſome poor low ſcrub, and never had any ſer- 
vants of your own, for all you pretend to be a gen- 
tleman, but I am ſure no honeſt ſervants would live 
with you, for | ſuppoſe you'd think ſtirabout would 
be breakfaſt enough for 'em. 

* When Jack read your paper this morning to us 
© in the kitchen, we were all at breakfaſt ; we were 
* all, you may be ſure, very angry; and Mrs, Mar- 
* gery the cook, ſwore that you and Hoey were al- 
* ways putting bad things into the heads of the quali- 
* ty, and we all agreed never to let a news-boy near 
our houſe with the Mercury: ſo that if you have a 
mind not to affront us all, I would have you to 
change your note, and tell our maſters and miſtreſſes 
* that you were but joking. 

© James the butler ſays, that the quality like that 
paper of yours very well; but what ſignifies that, 
they like every thing that leans upon us poor ſer- 
* vants, We all with that the Freeman's Journal 

would 
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* would take our parts, and attack you on this ſub- 
« je& : they might call it ſupporting the rights, liber. 
ties, and independency of the ſervants” tea-table. 
* Mrs. Abigail is juſt come into the kitchen, and ſays, 
that my lady does not regard your paper, tho' my 
* maſter does, and that they had a great diſpute about 
it; for ſhe is my lady's woman, and knows all her 
* ſecrets, My lady ſays to Mrs. Abigail, that ſhe'll 
give us a drum next week, to ſpite you and your 
, — and in ſpite of my maſter's teeth. 

* My maſter, yeſterday morning, called up Pa- 
* trick the coachman, to ſcold him about the horſe 
being ſo poor, Patrick,“ ſays he, 1 ſuſpe this 
damn'd tea ſtarves my horſes” How. pleaſe 
* your honour ?* “ Why,” ſays he, My hay and 
*+ oats are gone to ſupply your damn'd tea with 
** thoſe ſluts in the kitchen, of an evening.” I am 
afraid poor Patrick will loſe his place on your ac- 
count ; ſo you ſee what miſchief you have bred in 
our houſe, I don't care, I will hire no where that 
I can't get my tea, or where your Batchelor is mind- 
ed. Iwiſh you would write a paper to deſire us to 
be allowed it morning and evening ; you will oblige 


letter to thank you ; this being all at preſent from 
your humble ſervant to command, 
© PRGGY DARN WEIT. 


P. 8. I forgot to tell you, all the ſervants in our 
ſtreet are as angry as we are, and are reſolved to 
run down the Batchelor at all our dtums, and ſcold 
you every morning and —_— at our tea-tables, if 
you don't leave off putting bad things into our 
maſters and miſtreſſes heads; and I hope all the 
ſervants in Dublin will make a party againſt you; 
ſo mind what | ſay. 


- - - - - A * Py 


* ö EE * 


Mr. Hoey. 


1 Have ſeen in one of your papers of Tueſday 23d 
, [ inſt. that you have given yourſelf the liberty to 


« put chairmen on a balance with ſhoe-boys, "__ 
..." "—_— 


us all if you will do this, and we will all join in a 
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the beſt man in the _— would not be guilty 
of; being very well aſſured that they earn their 
bread honeſtly, and that with great labour; and 
that the generality of them would be fooner enttuſted 
by gentlemen, than either you or Jeoffry Wagſtaffe, 
tho' he ſtyles himſelf Eſquire. In thort, fir, to be 
plain with you, {as I am your conſtant reader) if 
you don't make ſome atonement in your next, for 
that reflection and ſcurtilous compariſons, you'll 
have five or fix hundred very difagreeable viſitors, 
and as they all can't conveniently get in at the door 
together, ſome will be obliged to get in at the win- 
dows. 


Tune, 26th, 


A CapetT Cuarrnman.” 


ear?” og 
2 2 renne * 


O. 101. 


— 


Quis humana ſibi doleat natura negatis. 
W hat nature's deepeſt wants ſupplies, 


Hos. 


S the deſire of happineſs is the governing prin- 
ciple of our nature, we ſhall find it to have 
deen the chief ſubject of enquiry in all ages. 
ome of the philoſophers placed it in pleaſures, at- 
ended by riches and honours, whilſt others made it 
o conſiſt in virtue, although accompanied by poverty 
and diſtreſs. But they, I think, ſeem to have come 
neareſt to it, who have fixed it in a proper medium 
detween theſe extremes: for, as on the one hand, 
preat riches and high ſtation are too apt to puff men 
pand make them forget themſelves ; fo, on the o- 
ther, our virtue 1s not — ſufficient to bear us up 
againſt thoſe ſordid temptations which poverty ex- 
poſes us to. Let people, therefore, ſay what they 


will, there is ſuch a thing as a competency abſolutely 
neceſſary, 
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neceſſary, in order to render our beings.comfortah| 
in this life. How to aſcertain this is no eaſy matte 
as the wants of men are in proportion to their appe 
tites and paſſions : ſome are naturally moderate, whilf 
others. are boundleſs in their defires. The ogly 
ſtandard in this caſe muſt be reaſon, to which all ou 
appetites, like true vaſſals, ſhould tamely ſubmit; 
and unleſs this be cool and unprejudiced, we ſhould 
never judge rightly in this, or in any. other-matter. 
The man whoſe eyes are dazzled by the ſplendor, 
a court, the luxurious epicure, the libertine, and th 
rake, are utter ſtrangers to that golden mean, whit 
alone can conſtitute true happineſs. They who urs 
immerſed in a continual] round of glutteny, riot ant 
debauchery, which are often the effects of ill- place 
riches, ſeldom reflect ſeriouſly on this matter, as thei 
ſenſes are intirely. hurried away by their brutal apy 
tites. Horace, who knew human nature perfedh 
well, expreſſes this finely in theſe beautiftl lines: 


Diſcite non inter-lances menſaſque nitentes ; . 
Quum flupet inſanis acies fulgoribus, & quum 
Acclinis falfis animus meliora recuſat : 

Verim hic impranſi mecum diſquirite. 


Come learn with me, but learn before ye dine, 
Ere with luxurious pomp the table ſhine ; 

Ere yet its madding ſplendors are difplay'd, 
That dull the ſenſe, and the weak mind miſlead, 


We muſt, therefore, drive from our minds the de 
loading phantom of falſe happineſs, before we can at 
tain to the true: for, as upon examination, it cannot 
be found in thoſe gay ſcenes I have mentioned, neithel mal 
do I contend that it dwells in the miſerable habitation wh 
of poverty and diſtreſs. With reſpect to a futueſſ ma 


| Rate, I ſhall not diſpute but the poor man may hal ſta. 


the advantage ; but in this life he ſuffers many things be 
thoſe very ills which Shakeſpeare ſpeaks of, ſuch #h: 
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The oppreſſor's wrong, the pround man's contumely, 


which are ever the portion of the indigent man, 
are ſufficient to embitter any enjoyment he can 
have on this fide the grave. If large poſſeſſions, titles 
or honours, lead us into evils which deſtroy our hap- 
pineſs, how much greater will the want of thoſe com- 
forts, which are neceſſary to the ſupport of our wretch- 
ed beings, bring upon us. 


can by no means agree with thoſe writers who 


extol poverty to the ſkies, and are ever decrying riches 


as the greateſt evil under the ſun: both extremes 
are bad, and center in one point, that of making us 
unhappy : but of the two I ſhould rather take my 
chance of being unhappy in this world, with a good 
fortune, than as a beggar. The great author I have 
quoted above, has finely fixed the true limits of that 
medium, where true happineſs may be found, to 
wit, in the middle ſtation of life: 


Auream quiſquis mediocritatem 

Diligit tutus caret obſoleti 

Sordibus tecti, caret invidenda 
Sobrius aut; 


The man, within the golden mean, 
Who can his boldeft with contain, 
Securely views the ruin'd cell, 
Where ſordid want and ſorrow dwell, 
And in himſelf ſerenely great, 
Declines an envied room of ſtate. 


Many of my readers may, perhaps, think them- 
ſelves too much ſtinted by this rule. The deſires of 
mankind are as various as their complexions; and 
what may be reckoned a competency by one man, 
may by another be looked upon as penury. In 
ſtating this account, therefore, a true ballance muſt 
be ſtruck between real and imaginary wants. We 
ſhall ſee ſome, who in the midſt of real affluence, are 
depreſſed by imaginary poverty, and fancy them- 
ſelves beggars, becauſe they are not richer ; 2 

others 
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others are happy and coniented on @ ſmall pittance, Haus 
This difference, then, can atiſe only from pri, 


and an over weening conceit of our own merit, which * 
are ever inſatiable: perſons of this ſtamp, are rathe Rare 
objects of contempt than pity. But when we ſee Plun 
men of parts and genius, who have received a liber 
education, (who in their younger days have baſked Wl am by 1 
in the ſunſhine of proſperity) depreſſed by poverty, Noint of . 
and wanting what is univerſally eſteemed a com- ie reaf 
e this is melancholy indeed! Yet this » pinion, 
too often the caſe of our inferior clergy, who are Worthy o 
obliged, upon a very ſmall income, to ſupport them. Whupport t 
ſelves and their families with ſome appearance of What of a 
decency, Let w 
It is a common cry in every perſon's mouth, that iy wh: 
clergy have too much! Some, perhaps, may; but nd cor 
how many are there who have too little? A bah- Who rend 
ful modeſty, which is. ever the. companion of true raw f 
merit, prevents the moſt worthy from riſing : they Wagina! 


muſt, with a patient reſignation - behold. the. pert, ig- 
norant, forward coxcomb, wallowing in his plurali- 
ties, and enjoying all the luxuries and modiſh vice? 
of the city ; whilſt they muſt humbly be content 
to be drudges in the remote corners of the kingdom, 
a prey to penury and ſolitude, with no other proſpect 
of promotion. than that of Lazarus in Abraham's 
boſom : In the mean time they may, like Hudibras 
in the flocks, 
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„Comfort themſelves with ends of verſe, yorld. 
And ſayings of philoſophers.” 


There are, undoubtedly, men of great abilities in 
the higher ſtations of the church ; but at the ſame 
time, there are ſome, perhaps, of as great, who 
languiſh on curacies of forty pounds a year, and want 
opportunities of diſplaying their talents to the world, 
for the very.reaſon which Juvenal aſſigns in reſpeQ to 
merit in general: 


Haud 
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o. I on, 

Wa Haud facite emergunt, quorum virtutibus Hat 
which Fes agufa demi : 

rather Rarely they rife by virtue's aid, who lie 


we ſe Plung'd in the depth of helpleſs poverty. 
liberal wang 


baſked I am by no means for levelling thoſe diſtinctions in 
overts, Woint of rank and dignity, which have been for very 
com- ie reaſons eſtabliſned in the church; but 1 am of 
this 5 


pinion, that no man is fit to ſerve in it, who is not 
orthy of ſuch a competency as may enable him to 
upport the rank of his profeſſion, which is certainly 
hat of a gentleman. | 

Let wiſe men or philoſophers, moraliſts or poets, 


ho are 
them- 
nce of 


h, that iy what they will, there are certain conveniencica 
' 3 but nd comforts of life, which are abſolutely neceſſary 
\ bal- o render it ſupportable. All the ſuccedaneums 
f true Nia n from philoſophy to ſupply their. place, are but 
, they maginary. hey tell us, think yourſelf happy 
Tt, ig. ind you are { ; content is the only true riches 

turali- Nod foforth. But let. me tell them, that this mental 
| vices {Wind of wealth will-never ſupply the neceflities of the 
ontent ody. The ideas of ſenſation will never be ſatisfied 
dom, y thoſe of reflection. As long. therefore, as we 
oſpect ry theſe bodies of "fleſh and blood about us, we 
ham's v4 provide for their wants, even though we 


dibras Would look upon them as incvmbrances; elſe, I 


ſear, the mind, which is ſo ftrongly connected 
vith them, will enjoy but little comſort in this 
vorld. „ 
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No. 102. Saturday, July 25. 


Spirat ad huc amor, 
Viwuntgue commi ſſi calores 


Holiæ fidibus puellæ. Hox, 


And Sappho's charming lyre, 
Preſerves her ſoft deſire, 
And tunes our raviſh'd ſouls to love. 


« fue f 
Fo the ingenious Miſs LEeTTY Loveyourn, * one | 
corre 
* Mapan, deny 
8 r Lam thoroughly ſenſible of the ” 
: natural averſion which young ladies have from * 
Aus old fellows, as lovers, yet, as correſpondents, I « 1;y+ 
* flatter myſelf we may not be altogether fo .difagree- WM « vill 
* able. I have many reaſons to regret your long not 
* ſilence, but particularly as it affected the public and vo 
* myſelf, My readers have had a moſt inexpreſlible W - At 
* loſs in the want of your entertaining, fprightly le- a 
ters; and it has deprived me of the imaginary plea- W « 
* ſure of fancying myſelf a young fellow, by receiving l 
epiſtles from a fine lady. Believe me, madam, i: 
* was cruel in you to engage the affections of the 
poor old Batchelor, even in a Platonic way, and 
© then, like a coquet, to deprive him of the only 
* pleaſure which a man at his time of life is capable «| 


of enjoying with your ſex. 
It is not every woman who could captivate me; 


but I own, that Miſs Loveyouth has, by her ſu 

riot intellectual accompliſhments, made me ber 
humble admirer. I ever declared that my deſign M 
vas not upon your perſon, but your pen; nor do! © all 
« want that you ſhould throw yourſelf upon the pub- ex 


« lic 
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lic in any other manner, than as a writer. The 
delicacy of 2 refined ſentiments, may have a 
more powerful effe& on the minds of the readers, 
than my unpoliſhed ones can poſſibly produce. 
You may ſupport the cauſe of virtue, by continu- 
ing the corre pondence, without the leaſt imputa- 
tion on your character, or ſuſpicion of your own, 

«© Yield, therefore, your charms to the public and 
me: I mean, the charms of your wit; as it is a 
* pity nature ſhould have endued you with them in 
© yain., I with the intentions of all old fellows, like 
© me, were as innocent from impotent defires, and 
were as conſcious of the infirmities of threeſcore, 


o. I 02, 


vs * 


of the Ul « my ſpeculations. 
re from © You cannot be at a loſs for ſubjects, as your 
ents, [WW - lively imagination, and the foibles of your own ſex 
ſagree- BY + will furniſh you with abundance of materials. Do 
ur long not leave it in the power of my ſiſter Grouſe to ſay, 
lic and Wil - you have jilted me.; .or of the world, to doubt of 
reſſibe BY - your conſtancy. I dope, madam, I ſhall not beg 
tly let- YN © for ſuch favours as I aſk in vain; and let me aſſure 
y plez- Wi + you, that I am, 
Cerving N < your .conſtant admirer, 
lam, it J. WAGSTAFFE.” 
of the 
* Since my laſt, I have received the following. 
-apable Mr. WaGcsTaFFE, 
e me; V papers of the th and 18th inſt. have done 
(7 ; infinite good: Sunday morning I was reading 
e ber * the Mercury of the preceding day, when my friend 
deſign MW © Vir. Bellmour came in, who aſſured me, that he has 
r do | * all as one as broke his ſervants of drinking tea, or 
e pub- expecting it; and that he owes this happy change 
« lic * intirely 


as lam. I am not, therefore, fo unreaſonable as to 
© ſue for favours which I cannot enjoy; and the only 
gone I requeſt, is, that of Abelard to his Eloiza, to 
* correſpond with you. This you cannot in reaſon 
deny me, as I have lighted many female correſpon- 
* dents on your account, ſince the commencement of 


— — 
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© intirely to you :-—** ] was reſolved,” ſays he, *y 
entry an old experiment which was once hinted & 
©« me from the pulpic: a miniſter one day beſeech 
„ ing his congregation, every one-fingularly, to amend 
© ſaid, © 1 know very well, there is a general notion 
« prevails in the world, that every body's buſineſs i 
« no body's bufineſs ; and one wil! be apt to fay to 
« hi\mſelt, what ſignifies my doing tuch a thing, if 
«© my neighbour won't do it?” But to confute this 
© he took out a pair of ſcales, and in one put: 
© pound weight, in the other he threw ſome ſhot, 
« grain by grain, till he turned the ballance ; to they, 
that if every one would agree and act right, what 
< ſeems to ſame impraQticable, might be eaſily ef- 
* fected. 

4 Now,” ſays my friend, © I, for one, have {topped 
© tea goſſiping among my ſervants ; and have done it 
* with ſo good an appearance, that now they don't 
pretend even to grumble : at firſt, indeed, I heard 
* ſome cabals in the kitchen; and one day obſerving 
that my name was pretty often mentioned, I was 
© curious enough to liſten; when I heard John the 
* coachman, pronounce thoſe very words: © Why 
« then, that ſame Jaffry Wagſtatfe is a damn'd old 
«« fool, and I wonder that he would mention tea to 
« us; O! by "is a ſign he knows very 
© little, never conſidering that a peck of oats would 
go to five times better advantage, for a ſup of che 
« ſtick, or a pot of pint and pint, than for your tea.” 


I am, your humble ſervant, 


U 


J. W. 
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No. 103. 


Tueſday, Fuly 28. 


Periiſſe clamant. 


The cry is, that we are ruin'd, 


HERE is nothing more common in the 

mouths of moſt people, than the general out- 
cry, that ve are all undone, Each individual vainly 
imagines, that if he does not flouriſh in the ſphere of 
life he is in, that the whole community is ruined : 
this is ſome kind of conſolation, that he is only in- 
volved in a common calamity, and comforts himſelf - 
with this notion, That others ſuffer at leaſt as much. 
Thus, the lawyer, if folks grow honeſt and deteſt 
law ; the phyſician, if people are healthy and do not 
need phyſic; the ſeller of wine, or other liquors, if 
men become temperate and hate debauch ; the im- 
porters of foreign luxmies, if we. acquire ſenſe 
enough to uſe the produce of our own ſoil; all theſe 
will inſtantly ſet up the hue and cry, that trade is 
dead, and that there is no buſineſs ſtirring : nay, I 
have heard a petty ſhop-keeper in a remote corner of 
the town, who never was worth an hundred pounds 
ia his life, ſay, that the kingdom is gone to ruin, for 
that buſineſs was very ſlack with him. 

Some politicians in trade, exclaimed loudly during 
the late war, that our money all went abroad; others 
again, that we were deſtroyed by the peace. Our 
printing preſſes too often ſpread this epidemic terror, 
(as an ingenious writer calls it) and our magazines, 
news- papers, and other flying traſh, are ever threat- 
ening imaginary deſolation. One, is perpetually 
warning us of the danger of ground-ſellers; whilit 
another, foretells the ruin of the nation from a bawd's 
being ſuffered to cover her face in the pillory z a 

Vol. II. H third, 0 
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third, by a witty alluſion, compares the nuiſances of 
this city to a wood, which if my Lord Mayor, as 
woodman, does not cut down, we are all undone :— 
if they were in reality trees, I could wiſh them hewn 
down to form a gallows for the maker of that com- 
pariſon, | 

I remember” ſome years ago, a mountebank came 
to a certain ſmall town in England, which I happen- 
ed to be travelling through ; 1 had the curioſity to 
hear this quack doctor hold forth; it was on a mar- 


ket-day, and I believe there could be no lefs than two 


thouſand people aſſembled on this occaſion. He be- 
gan by telling them, that he travelled a great way on 
purpoſe to cure the good people of that place, and 
ſpoke a great deal of the virtues of his medicines, 
This had no effect, not a creature bought a ſingle 
pacquet : at length, the artful peripatetic changed 


his note; he diſcanted on the infirmities to which the 


human frame is ſubje&, and then looking around at 
his audience for ſome time, he ſaid they were all un- 
done without the help of his infallible noſttums, for 
that he diſcovered more mortality in their faces than 
in any he had ever ſeen before; and that unleſs they 
would let him prolong their lives, not one of them 
could live three years. The poor ignorant folks were 
irighted out of their wits, and were as eager to part 
with their money, to fave their lives, as he was to 
receive it. In ſhort, they bought all his pacquets of 
brick-duft ; and the juggler, by this artifice of play- 
ing upon their fears, pocketted their caſh. 

It is moit amazing, what a mighty influence ima- 
ginary terror has upon the minds of men in a neigh- 
bouring kingdom. If a few ſavages in America, im- 
pelled by hunger or avarice, ſhould plunder and ſcalp 
a ſcore ſettlers on their confines, ſtocks inftantly fall 
ten per cent. If a Nabob in the Eaft-Indies looks 
croſs, he inſuſes as great a panic at London as Han- 
nibal did at Rome after the battle of Canne; if the 
mail tells them that there is a fixty gun ſhip on the 
ſtocks at Breſt or Toulon, they immediately tremble 


for their liberties and properties. 
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What elſe, but this hypochondriac phrenzy, can 
cauſe the public ſunds to undergo ſuch a variety of 
alterations? How can a revolution at home be in the 
leaſt apprehended, from ſuch trifling circumſtances 
in other quarters of the world? Can the national 
ſecurity be a jot the worſe becauſe the ſtates of Bar- 
bary are diipleaſed, or the Great Mogul ſeems an- 
gry? There muſt, therefore, be ſome roguery at 
the bottom of this: the Jewiſh ftock-jobbers of 
'Change-alley, create this falſe phantom of national 
fear, in order to delude the credulous, and cheat 
them of their money. This muſt certainly be the 
caſe ; for no ſooner have the poor ſimple people fold 
out, and theſe Iſcariots. have bought up, but the 
frightful ſpectre of bad news vaniſhes, and people 
may ſleep ſafely in their beds. I hat this impoſture 
ſhould have been played once or twice, would have 
been no ſuch matter of wonder ; but that it ſhould 
for a length of time be praQtiſed with ſucceſs, is in- 
deed ſurpriſing. 

believe there never was a nation endowed with 
more good ſenſe than the Engliſh, nor any where the 
arts and ſciences flouriſhed more; and yet I defy hiſ- 
tory to furniſh an example of ſo great a bubble put 
upon any people, as this which is impoſed upon my 
countrymen, by pedlars and pickpockets. I ſhall con- 
clude with a fable, which my reader may apply as 
he NN A dog once was left to watch a flock of 
geeſe in a barn; a fox came, and told him that the 
houſe was certainly coming down, and adviſed him 
to provide inſtantly for his ſafety; on which, the 
fooliſh dog fled, and we may eaſily gueſs what Rey- 
nard did with the geeſe. w 
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—— 


- — Adfit. 
Regula, peccatis que fanas irroget a&quas. Hos. 


Then let the puniſhment be fairly weigh'd 
Againſt the crime 


V R. Locke tells us, that there are three kinds 
1 of laws by which mankind are governed: the 
law of God; the law of man; and the law of opi- 
nion. He favs, © The penalties that attend the 
breach of the divine laws, are ſeldom ſeriouſly re- 
flected on; and that they who do reflect on them, 
entertain hopes of future reconciliation. And for 
the puniſhment due from the laws of the common- 
wealth, men flatter themſelves with the hopes of 
umnpu ity: but no man eſcapes cenſure and diſlike 
who offends againſt faſhion ; nor is there one in 
ten thouſand ſtiff and inſenſible enough to bear up 
under the conftant diſlike and condemnation of his 
own club.” 
In this polite and well informed age, the law of 
opinion, or faſhion, ſeems, like Pharoah's lane kine, 
entirely to have devoured the other two. Thanks to 
the learned labours of thoſe worthy, free-thinking 
philoſophers, Lindal, 'Foland, Woolſton, and others; 
the divine laws have now but little force. "They have 
freed the minds of men, of refined taſte and ſprightly 
genius, from thoſe laviſh fears of future puniſhments. 
They have repreſented the Supreme Being, as inf 
nite, but in one attribute only, that of mercy; and 
by robbing him of all others, have thus formed a 
Deity from their own inventions, and made him ſub- 
lervient to their own inclinations. They deſcribe 
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him as a being too merciful to puniſh a man in ano- 
ther life, for faults committed in this. Thus, they 
take from him his omnipreſence,. his omnipotence, 
his omnifcience, and his juſtice : for if they will al- 
low him theſe attributes, they muſt acknowledge 
that he will regard the actions of rational creatures, 
to whom he. has given faculties to diſtinguiſh good 
from evil, and reward or puniſh them accordingly. 
This retribution,. then, muſt happen ſome time or 
other. We ſee it cannot be in this life, which is no 
more than. a ſlate of trial and probation z, therefore it 
muſt be in another. 

I ſhould be very unwilling, by the gravity of theſe 
teflections, to caſt a damp on the ſpirits of any of the 
fine gentlemen about town, or to deprive. them of 
thoſe. little innocent pleaſutes, which are abſolutely 
contradiQory to the divine laws. I do not deſign this 
paper for them, but for the ſober, thinking part of 
mankind, who alone can be counted moral agents, 
or reaſonable beings. 

As to human laws, ours are generally cried up to 
be the beſt that ever were made ; and I believe they 
would be ſo if we had fewer of them, and thoſe few 
executed ſttictly; but I believe that every body will 
allow, that a ſuperfluity of laws, (like too much 
blood in the human body) hurt the conſtitution. The 
adhering too ſtrictly to: the letter of the law, and re- 
carding too rigidly the Minutiz, or little quibbles of 
ir, often approach nearly to injuſlice, according to 
that old maxim of Tully, Summum jus, ſumma inju- 
ria: * The rigour of the law. the greateſt injuſtice.” 
Our laws are indeed very well calculated to keep the 
lower claſs of mankind in order: they will hang a 
thief or a robber, if he be a poor man ; they will 
deprive the indigent tradeſman of his liberty, and 
lend him to ſtarve in a jail for a debt of ten pounds, 
whilſt a great man, who perhaps owes him fifty, can 
walk the ſtreets in the greateſt ſafety, and laugh at 
his creditors : it is the curſed privilege of great ones, 
as Othello ſays, to be exempt from thoſe laws which 
bind only the little. 

H 3 Since, 
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Since, therefore, the divine laws are uot attended 
to, and that human ones are adapted only to keep the 
inferior part of the world in awe, we muſt fix upon 
the third, to wit, the law of opinion or faſhion, as 
the only one by which the upper part of mankind is 
governed, It happens very luckily, that the preſent 
age is ſo very enlightened, and conſequently ſo very 
virtuous, that this is an unerring guide. Our nobili- 
ty and gentry now-a-days, would eſteem- it moſt in- 
famous not to pay their juſt debts. A man who is 
out of the power of an arreſt, would look upon him- 
ſelf as a robber, ſhould he ſquander away thouſands 
at a gaming table or a horſe race, whilſt he is largely 
indebted to his draper or his taylor. Happy times in 
which we live! glorious law, which produces ſuch 
glorious effects! It is to this alone we owe the many 
bleſſings which flow from the virtues of people of 
high rank: by its benign influence, our youth ate 
temperate, modeſt, ſober and chaſte ; men are juſt, 
moral, ſincere, and lovers of truth : our ladies are 
frugal, conſtant, and virtuous ; deteſt gaming, are 
regardlefs of frippery in dreſs, loath foreign luxuries 
and faſhions, and place their whole delight in plea- 
Ying their huſbands, and educating their children. 

heſe, and many more, which the limits of my 
paper will not allow me to enumerate, are the bleſ- 


ſings which flow from this law of opinion, in this 1 
our golden age of virtue. But ſhould times change, 
and men's notions of things alter, what a precarious . 


rule of action would this be? nay, what a dangerous 
one ? Should we be over- run at any time by the vices 
of other nations, and our ideas of right and wrong be 
inverted, how dreadful would the conſequence be ? 
Suppoſe for inſtance, it ſhould be the faſhion (for the 


law of opinion is nothing elſe) here, as it is in France, wor 
that married men ſhould keep miſtreſſes, and that oY 
madam ſhould have her gallants ; ſuppoſe that it et. 
were thought polite for the ladies here to take Ciciſ- he 


beos, and men ſhould fall into the vices of Italy; a 
then would this law prove indeed to be moſt deſtruc- TICS 
tive, Should it ever ſo happen, that luxury, c_ 
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chery, gaming, diſhoneſty, lies, ſcandal, hatred of 


our country, and other vices, ſhould be alone coun- 
tenanced, and that they ſhould be the only method 
of riſing in the world; and virtues of every kind be 
laughed at and deſpiſed; then, ] am afraid, this law 
will prove Uefective. | 

How long we may continue in our preſent virtuous 
ſtate, is not eaſy to determine; and as this law of 
opinion depends entirely on the caprice and humours 
of people, and conſequently muſt be very uncertain, 
| ſhould therefore 1magine that the divine laws would 
anſwer rather better for the rule of people's conduct: 
but this, with the greateſt deference, I ſhall fubmit 
to the deciſion of my betters, who perhaps do not 
think themſelves bound by any law whatſoever in 
their actions. I ſhall conclude with only obſerving, 
that the divine laws are invariable, productive of real 
happineſs ; and, in my weak opinion, leſs difficult to 
be obſerved than any others; for we have good au- 
thority to be aſſured, that all their ways are pleaſant» 
neſs, and all their paths are peace. T 
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Eft natura hominum novitatis avida. 


It is the nature of man to thirſt for news. 


A I have a moſt tender regard for the good peo- 
ple of this kingdom in general, and for the 


worthy citizens of Dublin in particular, I am highly 
concerned at any thing which can effect their ries — 
for this reaſon, my whole thoughts, and a good part 
of my time is taken up, in an humble imitation of 
other buſy patriots, by deviſing ſchemes for their ſer- 
vice: I would willingly contribute my poor endea- 
| H 4 vours 
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vours to obviate any difficulties they may labour un- 
der, and readily offer my weak aſſiſtance for thei 
relief. Now, i do not obſerve any thing which ſeeny 
to cauſe a more grievous calamity in this city, than 
the continuance of a weſterly wind for a few weeks: 
not that it cauſes diſtempers, or is any ways unwhole- 
ſome, but that it occaſions a moſt dreadful dearth of 
foreign intelligence. 

The uneaſineſs which our politicians feel, when 
there are any pacquets due, is, no doubt, very great; 
as I have at thoſe times obſeryed them watching the 
motion of the weather cocks, with the ſame anxiety 
as the Egyptians do their Nilometers : every. blaſt of 
weſterly wind chills them to the ſoul, as much as if 
it brought famine or peſtilence with it. I am often 
plagued by ſome of theſe news- mongers, to know my 
opinion of the weather, and whether the wind is like- 
ly to change, or hold in the ſawe point; and I ob- 
=—_ them very uneaſy if my anſwers do not correſ- 
pond to their wiſhes. I remember a very honeſt 
tradeſman with whom I formerly lodged, who became 
a bankrupt in the late war, by attending more to 
what was doing in America and Germany, than in 
his own ſhop : he watched the motions of the King 
of Pruſſia, better than thoſe of his foreman; and 
was more pleaſed at a viQory gained by that mo- 
narch, than at the acquiſition of cuſtomers : he 
knew how the national accounts ſtood, better than 
he did his own; and regarded more the poſting of 
our armies, than the poſting of his books. p 2 
time when there were a good many pacquets due, he 
went to Holyhead, on no other buſineſs but to read 
them ; and in the mean time his creditors ſuppoſing 
that he had run away, ſeized on his effects, and on 
his return he found himſelf a beggar. This, how- 


ever, did not in the leaſt abate his thirſt for news: 
he ſeemed more concerned at the late peace, than at 
his own unhappy circumſtances ; © Ah, Mr. Wag: 
©« ſtaffe,” ſays he, our papers now will not be 
« worth reading.” I ſaw the poor man the other 
day, and he ſeemed to have got ſome little 2 
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from the Corſican, Poliſh, and Jeſuitical affairs: the 
various changes in the miniſtry, and the Patagonians, 
are a vaſt comfort to him. 

As there are many people in this town, who are of 
the ſame way of thinking of my landlord, and who 
are troubled with a diſorder, called, a Kawpanc, or 
news madneſs, I would humbly propoſe a ſcheme for 
ſupplying this great metropolis with news at all times, 
jet the wind blow from what quarter it will. Others, 
if they were the authors of ſo uſeful an invention, 
would, no doubt, apply to the Dublin Society, and 
perhaps obtain a large premium for it: but I ſhall 
communicate mine to the public gratis; though it is 
perhaps of greater utility. than many. that. have. been, 
well paid for. 

My plan, therefore, is this: That (whereas, by the- 
frequent blowing of weſterly winds, many of his Ma- 
jeſty's good tubjeQs in this kingdom are deprived of 
the benefit of knowing what 1s doing in foreign parts,) 
: ſociety, or company, be immediately eſtabliſhed for 
the making and manufacturing of news in this city; 
the members of it to conſiſt of ſuch perſons as have 
ſtudied little elſe all their lives but Chronicles, Eve- 
ning-Poſts, Gazettes: Journals and Mercuries. Theſe 
men may very eaſily be collected from the different 
coffee houſes in town. This ſociety ſhould meet at 
leaſt two: days in the week, and at each meeting 
ſhould make up a large ſtock of news, to lay up in 
their repoſmory, to have it ready for the public uſe in 
caſe of contrary winds. This, like corn laid up in 
public granaries, would effectually prevent a ſcarcity; 
it is a matter of no great conſequence: whether the 
intelligence they ſhould make, ſhould be litterally true 
or not ; it will be enough if it be not impoſſible, nor 
very contradictory ; it may very poſſibly have as much 
reality in it, as what we often meet-in foreign mails; 
or ſuppoſing it ſhould prove to be abſolutely falſe, 
which is more than an even chance that it may, yet 
what have they to do but to conttadict it in ſubſequent 
papers: Jem ſure this is the method uſed at preſent 
by the compilers of news papers. 
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This project of mine may, perhaps, be treated by 
ſome as a viſionary one, like the marine chair, the 
time-keeper, and other attempts to diſcover the lon- 
gitude: but I can affure them it is no ſuch thing: it 
is, on the contrary, a very feaſible one, can be attend- 
ed with no ill conſequences, and will quiet the minds 
of curious people. There ſeems to have been a manu- 
facture of this ſort at Bruſſels, as we ſee by their Ga- 
Sette, which they have carried to as high perfection 
as that of their laces, and which our 25 of 
the Free Preſs have attempted to imitate, but auk. 
wardly. 

In order to ſet this matter in a clear light, and to 
give my readers a better idea of the utility and eaſi- 
neſs of my ſcheme, I ſhall preſent them with juſt a 
ſlight ſketch of my own, as a ſpecimen of what may 


be done, which will demonſtrate that I am no idle pro- 
jector. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


Bruſſels. From Conſtantinople we learn, that in a 
late inſurrection of the Janiſſaries, the heads of the 
Grand Vizier and three Baſhaws of three tails, were 
ſtruck off there. The chief barber of the ſeraglio, 
and twelve black eunuchs, died of the plague, 

Ruffa. We hear from good authority, that the Em- 
preſs has given orders that all the women throughout 
her vaſt dominions, ſhall for the future wear the 
breeches, and that all the men ſhall be under petticoat 
government. 

Warſaw. A ſtrange ſort of blindneſs at preſent pre- 
vails in this country; and we hear that a certain great 
power in the north, has ſent thirty thouſand experien- 
ced oculiſts, with poſitive orders to couch the King, 
ſenate, and clergy ; by which means it is hoped they 
will recover their ſight. This cauſes many ſpecula- 
tions. 

Berlin. It it rumoured here, that if a certain great 
2 will ſupply our monarch with men and money, 

e will engage to enlarge his own dominions ver) 
con- 
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conſiderably ; but that the faid power muſt not think 
him under the leaſt obligation for any ſupplies afford- 
ed him, | 

Madrid. It is faid, the Jeſuits have made an offer 
to this court of a conſiderable quantity of ſhuttle-cocks, 
for the uſe of his Catholic Majeſty, in caſe they are 
reinſtated in their former poſfeffions in his kingdom. 

Rome. The following is the copy of an authentic 
letter from the Pope, to his Catholic Majeſty. 
Dear ſon, —I thank you moſt heartily for your 
« preſent of Jeſuits ; but would moſt willingly return 
« them, as I am over-ſtocked with ſuch goods alrea- 
„% dy. I know not what to do with them, unleſs I 
make fingers of them, and ſend them to England. 

Tour loving father, CLEMENT.” 

They write from Naples, that there has lately been 
a moſt lovely eruption of Mount Veſyvius ; and that 
ſeveral virtuoſos loſt their lives by peeping into the 
volcano, amongſt whom. were three Engliſh gentle- 
men. There are ſeveral more here, waiting with the 
utmoſt impatience to ſee an earthquake. 

Paris, His moſt Chriſtian. Majeſty has cauſed the 
following declaration to be made to his parliament : 
Gentlemen, ye are a pack of ſcoundrels, to dare to 
© remonſtrate to me, or to heſitate one moment to 
© regiſter my-ediQs : if I hear any more of your im- 
pertinence, I will drive ye all to the d LY 

Private letters from Breſt inform vs, that there are 
ifty flat-bottom boats on the ſtocks there, ſaid to be 
deſtined for a deſcent on Patagonia. | 


Thus have J furniſhed a fund of Foreign Intelli. 
gence, ſufficient to fatisfy any reafonable people for 
one paper ; and if the ſpace Mr, Hoey can now 
afford the BaTcnt Lok would FE, could give a 
great deal more: but perhaps I may in a future ſpe- 
culation. W 
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No. 106. Saturday, Auguſt 15. * 
. 
5 « treat 
Scire tuum nihil eft niſi te ſcire hoc ſciat alter, Px. Pata 
, * nine 

A man's knowledge is worth nothing without he but 
communicates it to the world ; for ſcience is not 13 
ſcience till revealed. ſevet 
a * cert: 
* To Jrorrry WacsTAFFE, E/; at the Mercury othe 
© in Parliament ſtreet. gran 
| we! 
, 
3818. * 
Have read with vaſt pleaſure your project for decl 
1 the ſupplying our Dublin papers with news, in WI prel 
* caſe of a dearth of foreign intelligence, by contrary wer 
* winds. It is a thing I often wiſh for, as indeed all Eur 
* our papers, except the Mercury, are not worth tion 
a erg into, when the pacquets do not arrive. wy 
* Your Batchelor makes that paper well worth read- is 14 
ing at all times; but at the ſame time, it is melan- nan 
* choly to ſee, at the very head of the paper, three, i Th 
four or hve pacquets due; and inſtead of news to a 
from abroad, (ſuch as a hurricane, or an earthquake . 
from the Weſt- Indies, a number of people ſcalped Wl tbe 
* in America, or an inſurrection in Turkey) to fee Du 
* only, perhaps, a cure for the tooth ach, or a receipt prir 
for corns. | 9 
For my part, I have from my childhood taken ſen 
great delight in reading new-papeis. There is not MW the 
one publiſhed in London or Dublin that I do not ©? 

* conſtantly read; ſo that you may judge I am an. q 

* adept in that way. I. would therefore, propoſe, * 
* that if your ſcheme of erecting a ſociety for making 7 4 
* foreign intelligence ſhould take place, I ſhould be My 
* appointed preſident of it; or if that place is beſpoke, W mat 
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that I may be at leaſt a member. I will venture to 
« affirm, that you will ſcarce find any man in town 
«© who will pen a piece of news better than your hum- 
ple ſervant. In order to prove this, I will give you 
a ſpecimen of my adilities in this way. 

« Bruſſels Gazette, We hear there is for certain a 
« treaty of marriage on foot, between the king of the 


ns, WH Patagonians and a Lapland princeſs ; his majeſty is 
© nine feet ten inches high, and her royal highneſs 

t he © but four feet fix. But this needs confirmation 

8 not Private letters from the Hague mention, that 
ſeveral auguſt houfes in Germany, have requeſted 
certain great powers, to declare wat againit each 

rcury Ml other, in order to employ their troops, or ele to 


court. | 
We alſo hear, that if a certain great power ſhould 
Qt for Wl © declare war againſt a certain great power, ſeveral 
vs, in preliminary articles will come upon the tapis, which 
ntrary were never before heard of, and will aſtoniſh all 
ed all Europe, but this we fear is without founda- 
worth © tion. 
arrive. Paris. It is ſaid, that a celebrated Engliſh exile 
 read- is reprinting here a new edition of the Eſſay on Mo- 
nelan- nan, with notes and interpretations in uſum Delpbini. 
three, The celebrated John James Roſſeau is coming hither 
news do aſſiſt him. 
quake Private letters from the fame place aſſure us, that 
calped Wl © the celebrated Mynheer Van Boorden, the famous 
to fee Dutch dancing maſter, is appointed to teach the 
receipt Wl © princeſſes a new dance of his own invention. 
So great is the concourſe of Engliſh here at pre- 
taken * ſent, that beef is raiſed fix ſols in the pound within 
is not Wl © theſe twelve months. 
Jo nod © Now, Mr. Wagſtaffe, for the London paragraghs, 
am an Gomeſtic intelligence, &c. 
ropoſe, "Oy rs 
naking London. It is ſaid Mynheer Van Hop, and net 
uld be MW © Mynheer Van Boorden, is appointed to teach the 
ſpoke, MW madames of France to dance. 

* that 410 


© grant them penſions on a certain eſtabliſhment : and 


we hear that this is under conſideration at a certain 
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* It is ſaid that a bill will be brought next ſeſſion 
into a certain auguſt aſſembly, to prevent certain 
great perſonages from certain diſorders, on certain 
occaſions ; and that the public affairs have, for ſome 
time paſt, been ſo gouty, as to halt or go upon 
crutches. 

After a turtle feaſt lately near this city, three 
perſons died of an apoplexy, fix of ſurfeits, and 
many more are in a languiſhing condition ; but it i 
hoped that by the help of vomits they may again 
recover their appetites, and be able, to appear a 
the next veniſon feaſt with their uſual credit. 

© Laſt week, a common-council man of F Arring- 
don Ward, eat fix pounds of roaſt beef, and four 
pounds of r for a wager; afte 
which he eat fix cuſtards for his own amuſe 
ment. 

We hear, that a treaty offenſive and defenfivei 
on foot between a certain great maritime powe 
and his lofty majeſty of Patagonia, whereby tha 
monarch engages to furniſh ten thouſand Patagoni 
ans in caſe of an invaſion ; and that his men ar 
to be armed with field pieces inſtead of mu- 


* A certain great n n has declared that he 
will have no ſhare in the preſent a n, ut 
leſs it be upon his own terms, and that he may dif 
poſe of what p —5 he thinks fit. 

© Yeſterday nine felons were executed at Tybun 
ſix of them were ſaid to be Iriſh, 

From the Faſt-Indies we learn, that L-— 
C is to have the firſt vacant Nabobſhip u 
that country, and that he is at preſent learning to 
ride the elephant for that purpoſe, as that is the 
beaſts which the Nabobs uſe inkead of horſes. 

* Conſiderable wagers are now depending, that we 
ſhall have many changes in the m y before 
the end of ſummer. 

© It is computed that ſome thouſands within thi 


year have died in this city from ſurfeits only. W 
Dublin 


. 106, 


ſeſſion 
certain 
certain 
r ſome 


) Upon 


three 
8, and 
ut it i 
again 
pear at 


arring- 
d four 
| after 
amuſe. 


nfve i 

pove! 
by that 
tagon. 
nen art 
mul. 


that he 
n, ut 


1ay di 
'ybury 


| 
ſhip In 
ning to 
is the 
8. 
that ve 
before 


in this 


Dublin, 


„ 106. The BATCHELOR 159 


« Dublin, Yeſterday a man being intoxicated with 
liquor, fell into the Liffey and was drowned ; alſo, 
a woman having drank too much whiſkey, expired 
in Thomas: ſtreet. 


Thus you ſee, Mr. Wagſtaffe, by this ſmall trial of 


my knowledge in this way, that I am duly qualified 


for the office I defire : I have given you a ſample 
both of foreign and domeſtic intelligence, and I ap- 
peal to you, whether in time of peace, two Britiſh 
pacquets would bring much more, I mean of real 
matter; for if I pleaſed, I could fo flouriſh with my 
own remarks on each article, as to (pin out a ver 
large news paper: beſides, I might add, to make it 
out, an addreſs to the ps in imitation of the 
grand conduQors of the Free Preſs : I could in the 
foreign news add many circumſtances which I have 
here omitted. I could eafily bring a plague into 
Turkey, a hurricane into the Weft-Indies, beſides 
carthquakes, tornadoes, water-ſpouts, meteors, balls 
of fire, comets, and inundations, ſuch as we often 
* read of in news papers: beſides the various changes 
* which may be rung on the m What a 
number of cock matches, horſe and foot races, could 
I bring into the Engliſh articles. 

© If you carry your ſcheme into execution, you 
vill do an act of great charity to many people in 
© this City, who are in a very languiſhing condition 
in a weſterly wind. I have known ſome of them 
come into the coffee-houſe, and lament the want of 
* pacquets as bitterly as if their whole fortunes de- 
* pended on their arrival. 

As I told you before, my aſſiſtance ſhall not be 
wanting, and I will engage to get three or four 
more, who are very able in this way to join us. If 
you will inſert this, it may perhap- fave you the 
* trouble of writing a ſpeculation. 


© I am, fir, your moſt humble ſervant, 


w « SIMON QUIDNUNC.' 
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e 
From the MERCURY in Parliament: ſtreet. * 
On the death of the Rev. RichaAxD Cr REZTLI. n 
Ears ceaſe — ye eaſe too ſoon a heart ' 
That ſhould for ever mourn ; 885 E 2 
My plaintive muſe - act now thy part: 3 
Contemplate yonder urn. lot hea 
There lies a ſacred heart ſtill warm las e er 
With friendſhip's pureſt blood, 
That waits for judgment day's alarm, Have 
To prove it truely good. L ſpec 
No longer ſounds that tongue divine: wu : 
In th' Evangelic chair, 1 2 
That urg'd the ſinner to: repine, ave ſul 
And rouz'd bim from deſpair :- der 
No longer ſparks of friendſhip's fire, ave en 
Emitted from thoſe eyes, 0 8 
Thy friend's enraptur'd breaſt inſpire, It Nos 
When met in ſweet ſurprize. mporta 
That hand f faft bound in death's cold chains! ompen 
That wrote in truth's defence, d, that 
That oft redreſs'd, and eas d the pains he rec 
Of injur'd innocence, ho we 
Theſe — darling Campbell, thy remains! nleſs h 
A ſpectacle of woe? be Liv 
Heav'n by thy death a ſoul obtains— as WE 
We feel the loſs below. ed to þ 
Oh ! may thy. now lamenting friend jd 1'@ 
Deſerve thy happy fate, | EY 
That he his bliſs with thine may blend "hom, 
In Heav'n's immortal ſtate ; bey fo! 
Then ſhall-that Union form'd below, yould | 
Be eterniz'd above, ful aſſiſ 
In mutual joys unmix'd with woe, | thoro 
And everlaſting love. 
* 
No 107 ks 
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lo. 107. Saturday, September 19. 


on domus, et fundus, non &ris acervus et auri 


groto damini deduxt corpore febres. Hon. 


lot heaps of wealth, the ſplendid houſe and lawn, 
las e'er the fever from the ſick man drawn. 


Have been of late prevented from purſuing my 
L ſpeculations, by a very ſevere fit of ſickneſs, 
hich had well nigh put an end to my life and writ- 
ng together. To a perſon of my years, the loſs of 
ife could not be very grievous, nor could the public 
ave ſuffered much for the want of my pen. It has, 
owever, given me ſome pleafure, that many people 
ave enquired from Hoey concerning me, and ſeem- 
d to regret my long ſilence. 

It humours my vanity, as a writer, that even ſo 
mportant a ſubject as the Dou As Cavss,* did not 
ompenſate for it. I ſhall, therefore, take it for grant- 
d, that my friends, the public, are highly pleaſed at 
he recovery of their old friend Jeoffry Wagſtaffe, 
rho was very near being for euer filent as the grave, 
nleſs he could have written to them from the Dead to 
be Living; as is lately become the faſhion :- but it 
$ as well as it is, and perhaps they are as well plea- 
ed to hear from me in this, as from the next world; 
and I own, I am as well ſatisfied. . However, I think 
t incumbent on me, to declare to my readers, to 
whom, under God, I am indebted for my life, and 
hey for a continuance of theſe my ſpeculations. Both 
would have had their final period, but for the power- 
ful aſſiſtance of a man, who unknowing of the trade, 
Is thorough maſter of the healing art: for to * ſkill, 

ow- 


P Inſerted in the room of Teoffry Wagſtaffe*s Speculations, | 
ring his illgeſs. 
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knowledge, humanity, and tenderneſs, I entirely at 


0, 107 
ey are 


tribute my eſcape from the moſt dangerous attack] any ſu 
ever had in my life. uſtane 
Switt ſays of Pope, Whoſe meaneſt talent is Met and 
r pl it may be equally ſaid of this gentlemag vice o 
that his knowledge (tho' at leaſt upon a level with the pe 
that of any other man of his profeſſion amongſt ui he ca 
is, if poſſible, exc:eded by the many virtues he pole me: 
ſeſſes. I think it derogates nothing from his abilitig ady to 
(which confeſſedly are very great) to ſay that the in tl 
are excelled only by his generofity and good nature ;c:chec 
He ſcorns the low traffic of ſelling heal h to the wel with 
thy. He, like a faithful and juſt ſteward of thats, w. 
precious talents committed to him, uſes them alike ow ci 
the benefit of his fellow creatures, without low, mer mities 
cenary views, he com 
After thus delineating the good man, and the cν owe 
ing 1 it may be thought tautology, to i reſto 
that all theſe perfections, and many more than I tent te 
able to deſcribe, center in Doctor Jon Farn er e co 
this city. J hope this worthy man will not take i The | 
amiſs, that I endeavour thus imperfectly to draw te Ounties 
outlines of his character; that J endeavour to adon e goo 
my paper with the name of one who does honour Hake no 
his country ; of whom it is juftly ſaid by one of the Huſt oth 
greateſt men at our bar, that he is poſſeſſed of then My r. 
art of healing, and that if it be in the power a08iW:,001y 
„ phyſic to cure, he will effect it: er uE i a ph Momilics 
. 3 covere 
During my late ſickneſs, Fmade many reflection ruiting 
on this juſt ſentiment of Horace in my motto, tha hearful 
great poſſeſſions cannot keep off diſeaſes from the right!) 
rich man; yet, when they do come, has he man Apply to 
advantages over the poor man.” It is true, the ve ſo to 
temperance and exerciſe which the poor are neceſſitaWM. muſ 
ted to uſe, exempt them from many diſorders whick 
their betters are ſubject to from their luxury and idle- Q 
neſs ; yet are theſe unhappy creatures liable to many If i 


from over-labour, bad food, or infection. In time of 
health, the boaſted advantages of wealth are meer 
imaginary ; but in the melancholy ſeaſon of 3 


—_ 
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ey are real ; for then there are many comforts, 
any ſubfidia morbo, which only a man in good cir- 
mſtances can command. Not to mention proper 


0. 10% 


ir ely at- 
attack | 


It 13 hut and attendance, neceflary medicines, but even the 
tlemay vice of ſkilful phyſicians : theſe cannot be attained 
el with y the poor man on his fick bed, eſpecially the latter, 
"git ui he cannot fee them properly. The gentleman 3 


he pol. 
abilities 
at they 


we mentioned, and a few others, indeed, are ever 
ady to alleviate the miſeries of the poor, as far as 
is in their power; but they cannot attend all the 


nature retched objects who want their aſſiſtance. 

e wen 1 wiſh that the rich when they are afflicted by ſick- 
ay s, would confider, how many of their wretched 
like far 


low creatures labour, perhaps, under the fame in- 
rmities of body, and are at the ſame time in-want of 
de common neceffaries of life. A trifling ſuperfluity 
ſtowed upon a poor man in his ſickneſs, may proba» 
y reſtore a fond huſband to his loving wife, a tender 
arent to his helpleſs children, and a uſeful member 


V, met» 


he cu: 
to (ay, 
n I an 


EL the community. 

take i The hoſpitals which are founded in the ſeveral 

aw theWounties of this kingdom, at orice ſhew the humanity 

| ado: good policy of our legiſlature. They will, I 

nour Sake no doubt, ſave the lives of many people, who 

of thei ut otherwiſe perifh for want of aſſiſtance. 

of de My readers will perhaps ſay, that this paper ſmells 

wer d -ongly of a fever, as the archbiſhop of Granada's 

a PW omilies did of the apoplexy, and that I have not yet 
covered my fpirits. But I find I am every day re- 

ecken ruiting ſtrength, and may perhaps become more 
tha bearful in my ſpeculations, and write upon more 

m the rightly ſubjects. If I ſhall happen to pleaſe, I ſhall 

mai pply to the abovementioned gentleman, (who enabled 

e, the: { to do, by ſaving my life) what Horace does to 

ceſſita" ne muſe | 

whick | 

d idle- Quid ſpiro, et places, fi places, tuum eft. 

me d lk now I pleaſe, that gift is thine. J 

meer} 

Sink No. 108. 
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No. 18. Tue/diy, September 22. 


Non unquam gravis re domum mihi d xtra rediba 


| Vue 
Both caſhleſs and light- handed I returned. 


\ SI am conſiderably in arrears with many of ay 
A obliging correſpondents, I ſhall endeavour as ſil 
can to pay off my debts by inſerting their letters 
often as I have opportunity. The following was ſet 
to me ſome time ago, and ſhould have been inſert 
long ſince, but that my ſpeculations were interrupt 
by my late ſickneſs: 1 hope, tho' the ſubject of 
be ſomewhat ſtale, yet, that it will even now aff 
ſome entertainment to my readers. 


* To JOY WacsTarre, E; at the Me 
* cury in Parliament ſtreet. 


Ain. 


* T have read moſt of your ſpeculations with gr 

pleaſure. I really do, without any ſort of compli 
ment, think them to be the moſt uſeful and ente 
taining papers that were ever publiſhed amongſt u 
in their way. I perceive by them, that you are 
lover of mankind, and that your chief aims is to d 
the public ſervice by your advice. I will, there 
fore, communicate ſomething to you, which ma 
amuſe ſome, and be a warning to others in my ſitu 
ation. You muſt know then, that I am a clergy 


man, and have ſerved a cure theſe many years, 
the diſtance of above threeſcore miles from Dublin 
I never had more than forty pounds a year by tit 
church, till of late the biſhop of the dioceſe con 
pelled my rector to raiſe my falary to fifty. M 
c W 7 
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wife is a very good woman, and a notable houſe- 
wife, but a little too fond of finery: it cuts het to 
the heart that any woman ſhould appear in church 
on a Sunday better dreſſed than herielf, or as ſhe 
calls it, more decently. Her vanity is her only 
fault, for in other reſpects ſhe has many good quali- 
ties, and has borne me ſeven fine children, who, 
God be praiſed, are all alive and well. I aſſure 
you ſhe makes excellent cheeſe, and Mrs, Caf- 
ſock's ale is highly praiſed by all the neighbour- 
hood. 

As I have a tolerable good farm, and ſhe is a 
prudent manager, we have always contrived to live 
comfortably, and keep out of debt. We never 
knew what it was to be in diſtreſs, till lately, and 
that _ to the curſed curiofity and vanity of my 
wite. Like many other good women in the world, 
ſhe ſometimes muſt have her own way; and tho” 
| often preach up obedience to her, yet it is all to 
ro purpoſe, She ſays the precepts in the ſcriptures 
of obedience from wives to huſbands, were deſigned 
ſor the primitive Chriſtians, and not for people 
now-a-days. It would be endleſs to tell you all 
the falſe arguments ſhe uſes to gain her ends in any 
thing ſhe takes into her head : you may obſerve this 
by what I am going to relate 
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pers, of the ſplendor and magnificence of the Fran- 
chiſes that were to be ridden and perambulated in 
Dublin: this ſet my wife all agog. She had never 
been in Dublin, and ſhe muſt needs go at this time 
to ſce it, and the Fringes, as ſhe called them. I op- 
poſed it with all my might: „but, my dear,” fays 
le, © you have gotten an addition to your incoine of 
ten pounds a year, and you now have money; it 
it will not coſt us much.” In ſhort, I was pre- 
vailed upon, and told her the ſhould ride behind me 
upon old Dobt in. Ay, but my dear,“ ſays ſhe, 

„there's 
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<< there's our eldeſt boy, poor Jacob; and our eld 
daughter, Martha, have a vaſt deſire to ſee th 
« Fringes, and they will be company for us, you knoy 
I have prevailed upon Pſalmody, the pariſh cle 
* tolendus his blind mare to carry them, fo that 
* will leave our ſecond boy, Ephraim, to look aft 
the land; our daughters Judith, Rebecca, and Sau 
* to mind the houſe, and you may take little Many 
„ ſes before you.” 

I did all I could againſt it, but in vain. Accor 
© ingly we ſet out as the had plann'd it; and after 
© tireſome journey, we arrived at the metropolis. M 
* wife and children were highly delighted and fſurpriz 
* at every thing they ſaw. The grandeur and magy 
* ficence of the ſeveral corporations as they paſl 
© pleaſed them exceſſively ; but what they ſeemedy 
take moſt notice of, was the little boys of the M 
tine Society, rowing along the ſtreets. Manaſſes d 
nothing but rave of them the whole day. This w 
© all very well, and I defigned to pack them all b 
and baggage next day out of town; when, bebe 
* my wite muſt needs go very early next morning 
* ſhopping, to buy ſome few little neceffaries, as {i 
* faid, for the country. I had unluckily the night | 
fore given her my purſe, wherein was contained 
* whole ſtock of money, as I had occaſion to go ou 
* and was afraid of robbers, and forgot to get it fro 
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6 her. Umoure 
*'To be brief, Mr. Wagſtaffe, as ſhe was utterly ut 2 
* acquainted with the ways of the town, and met wil * 1s 
* ſo many temptations, and found the people of thi * 
© ſhops ſo very civil, that ſhe laid out every penny « * h 
the money in gewgaws and trumpery for her and H | Y 20 
© daughter. She never once conſidered how we fhoul 12 | 
* diſcharge our lodging, pay for our horſes, or bear 0 | ra 
* expences on the road homeward ; fo that we ſhoul oo 
© all have been in the higheſt diſtreſs imaginable AI 
through the inconſiderate folly of my wife; whe * > 
by great accident, I met a gentleman from the pat. 1 = 
* the country where I live, who upon telling him mW, © 2 
* misfortune, lent me ſome money. My wits is qui eit 


* happ 
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e happy, that, by throwing away my money, ſhe can 
ſee ow appear finer than Farmer Threſher's wife at 
u Ho cburch ; and ſhe, and Jacob, and Martha, never ceaſe 
h cle telling the neighbours of all the fine things they ſaw in 
that w Dublin 4 i | 
ok l with this letter may give a hint to others to hin- 
d Sander their wives from gadding, and am, Sir, 
Mam * Your moſt obedient ſervant, 

W * ABRAHAM CAsSsOck. 
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"wy Know of no part of Europe which has, from time 
: 0 A to time, been ſo much indebted to other nations, 
ght is iſland. We have borrowed from almoſt every 


ined a untry, the arts and ſciences, our knowledge in trade, 
ur ſkill in manufactures, and alſo our manners and 


"pg ſtoms: we have even adopted the very tempers and 
umours, as well as the virtues and vices of other 

terly Minis. | 

met wit It is generally remarked that an Iriſhman, Came- 


on like, takes the hue of his diſpoſition from the 


, cy ation he travels to, or 2 he converſes with. 
and be has * any time in France, he is volatile, 
* alous in honour, quick in quarrel, foppiſh, and 
bear 0 kative; if in Spain, he contracts all the gravity 
ve ſhoul that nation, and returns to his own country the 
aginabl rangeſt creature imaginable, a Spaniſh Don: ſhould 


e take the tour of Italy, he brings home vices which 
te deteſtable to human nature ; or if he has lived a 
aile in Holland, he becomes a phlegmatic Mynheer. 
ence it comes to pals, that we have fo many people 
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a nongſt us, who reſemble the inhabitants of tho = 
different nations in their mode of behaviour: heng houſe 
it is, that we are every day improving in vice, foll ſome 
and impettinence. This, indeed, holds more among} War 
T higher, than amongſt the lower claſs of Pegs * 
e. of g 
But there is a very odd humour which has « grea. 
late, like the Influenza, infected all forts, all rank who 
and conditions of people; I mean that of Pur mpo 
I know not whether to call it a folly, or a vice, « other 
both. It is both ſpeaking and living a lie. 5. rant | 
means of this, a man whoſe fortune is in realin be dc 
worth a thouſand pounds a year, if his debts wei lity « 
— ſhall be puffed up to two thouſand, and ſil perie! 
ve according to his ſuppoſed income. This is in fab Tate e 
cheating his creditors, his family and himſelf. The theſe 
ſplendour of equipage, the number of ſervants, the Tt 
grandeur of living in every reſpe&, are proportiaſ from 
ed not according to the real, but the nominal fa I blu! 
tune of almoſt every ſquite in the kingdom. Ms Engla 
dam, forſooth, muſt have her town houſe, her coach, in Orc 
her drums, and her French filks, becauſe «ve of nt 
body ſays her huſband can afford it: but when e ane 
induſtrious tradeſmen ſend in their bills for payment plum 
then the puff appears. houſe 
This vein of puffing, likewiſe, prevails very md every 
amongſt men in bufineſs, ſhopkeepers, and er !9wwin 
mechanics. Let a man have but a full bottom debtec 
white wig, and a good ſtock of aſſurance, he is in for n 
ſtantly worth thouſands. If he converts his fro be pre 
33 into a compting-houſe, and puts iron bars | But 
is windows, every credulous fool vies who ha greate 
pour in his money faſteſt to him. Thus the ind bler p 
gent bankrupt is. puffed into a banker. In like ma title. 
ner, we have hardly ſuch a thing as a ſhop in th Thus 
whole city; they are all puffed into warehoufe itte 
Every petty dram ſhop is a Spirit Warehouſe. Thi whoſe 
peddling grocer, who ſells a penny worth of bob Were 
tea and brown ſugar, to kitchen wenches, writes o pct hax 


his door, The Grocery Warehouſe, We have tl 
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houſes. I make no doubt, but in time, we ſhall have 
ſome of the huckſters cellars called the Potatoe 
Warehouſes, 

He who has not, perhaps, twenty pounds worth 
of goods in his ſhop, advertiſes that he will give 
great encouragement to country dealers, and to thoſe 
who buy to fell again. There are ſome, alſo, who 
impole upon the rang by pretending to underſel 
others in the ſame kind of goods ; but this is an ar- 
rant puff, or in other words, a cheat: for this can 
he done only by defrauding 1gnorant people in the qua- 
lity of the wares, as every body will find by ex- 
perience. In ſhort, it would be endleſs to enume- 
rate every different ſpecies of puffing, practiſed within 
theſe few years in this our metropolis. 

The reader will, perhaps, be inquiſitive to know 
from whence we have derived this art of puffing, 
] bluſh to own, that it had its origin in my country, 
England, and was brought hither by ſome ſmart cits, 
in order to anſwer ſome private ends. In my place 
of nativity, every trader who has the leaſt appear- 
ance of credit or buſineſs, is inſtantly puffed into a 
plumb. Our very coblers' ſtalls are Coblery Ware- 
houſes. Notwithſtanding the number of bankruptcies 
every day in the papers, every man there is wal- 
lowing in riches ; ſo that this nation is entirely in- 
debted to my country for that uſeful ſuccedaneum 
for money, puffing: and truly they ſeem here to 
be pretty apt ſcholars in this ſcience. 

But of all the puffers in the world, I know of none 
greater than thoſe in the literary way. Every ſcrib- 
bler puffs his traſh upon the reader by a pompous 
title, or a character which he by no means deſerves. 
Thus we ſee every fooliſh novel or romance, is 
written by the celebrated Mr. or Miſs Such-a-one, 
whoſe writings have ſo much amuſed the public. 
Were T inclined to puff this my paper, ] might 
perhaps have more readers, and ſome admirers, 
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We way obſerve then, that the man of rea! wealtl 
as well as of real merit, will ever diſdain rut. 
ting: for in the trader it betrays latent poverty, 
and in the uiiter ignorance, want of merit, and 
effrontery. ] 


Tueſday, Ser tember 29. 
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There's a ſnake in the graſs. 
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s [ Think it muſt give the higheſt pleaſure to every 
true lover of his country, to ſee ſo many te- 
* ſpeQable corporations of this great city, concur 
* unanimouſly in addreſſing his Grace the Duke of 
Leinſter, to invite the Marquis of Kildare to re- 
preſent us in parliament. Ever fince the vacancy 
happened, it has been the ſincere wiſh of every fair 
and impartial man in this ciry, that his lordſhip 
would offer himſelf as a candidate. 4 
* 'The minions and tools of a certain faction, may 
give themſelves what airs they pleaſe, and endex- 
your to miſlead the judgments of people, by fuck 
* arguments as do not carry even the leaſt ſhadow of 
* reafon. If you will take the trouble to read the 
* addreſs to the free-men of Dublin, ſigned Apras- 
* Tvs ; the ſhort addreſs, ſigned, A Weaver ; and 
alſo that ſigned, a SHeesRMan and DyER ; you 
will find in them ſuck ſophiſtry, ſuch a mixture of 
ſcurrility and unpudence, as muſt rather diſguſt, 


than prejudice, any man of common ſenſe, in their 
favour, 
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I ſhall begin, therefore, with Mr. Adraſtus, wo 
« ſeems to be the Goliah of the party, as he ſteps cut 
the foremoſt from their ranks to bid deftance to all 
opponents Het ſets out by telling us, with 
« what reluctance he takes up his pen to attempt to 
become an adviſer, but finds himſelf conſttained to 
give his unbiaſſed ſentiments, in a matter wherein 
« your preſent and future well being are moſt nearly 
concerned“ What this preſent and future well 
being is, this unbiaſſed gentleman afterwards tells 
* us, namely, © in chooſing one of thoſe candidates 
„ho have alieacy.declared themſelves. One who 
« has nothing to hope, nor any thing to fear from 
bis conduct in parliament.” Not in the leaſt to 
* derogate from the charaQter of any gentleman, 1 
cannot conceive that the younger ſon of a banker 
can poſlibly be ſuppoſed to be in fo independant a 
* ſituation in lite, as the eldeſt ſon of a Dux E. It 
* would be a diſagreeable matter to explain how 
* much bankers are in the power of government, 
* nay, even of private perſons; ſo that Acdraſtus 
* could not have produced a more unlucky argument, 
* than that of independency. 

* He then proceeds, by making an alluſion, which 
is not at all to the purpoſe: ** Would you truft the 
management of ycur counting houſes, warehoules, 
« ſhops, or eſtates, to a perſon entirely ignorant of 
* the firſt principles of trade, merchandize, or the 
value of ground and houſe rents ?“ I ſhould be 
glad to know from this ſagacious gen'leman, 
whether the knowledge of theſe things are abſo- 
* lutely requiſite to a repreſentative for the city of 
* Dublin : if they are, how come they to rerurn, 
upon the late general election, a lawyer and a phy- 
* ſician ? Were theſe pontiac traders ? Were they 
expert book-kcepers ? No: I believe if they under- 
flood how to keep their own accounts, it was as 
* much as gentlemen of their profeſſions knew how to 
* do. And yet, I believe, their want of knowledge in 
* trade, never in the leaſt prevented them from ſerving 
their country. 

I 2 He 
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fe is extremely angry at the corporations who have 
* addreſſed his Grace, to deſite he would declare the 
Marquis as a candidate; and immediately after he 
* acknowledges, that ** the houſe of Ki LDAREH have 
« always acted the part of true patriots, and on all 
«« occaſions ſtood foremoſt in the breach, to repel the 
*« open or ſecret attacks of the enemies of our happy 
90 eRabliſhment. in church and ſtate; who, like true 
*« friends to their country, have lived and ſpent their 
+ FORTUNES amongſt us; and as far as in their 
" 0 encouraged our traffic and manufaQures.” 
This is the only truth Mr. Adraſtus ſets forth in 
bis whole harangue, and would be a very juſt 
* compliment to this noble family, if he did not 
immediately daſh it down, by ſaying : ** But can 
all theſe happy circumſtances render the young 
„heir of this noble houſe a proper perſon to re- 
« preſent a trading city in parliament ?” 

* I ſhould be glad to know, how the young heit 
of this illuſtrious houſe, is leſs qualified to repre- 

ſent this city, than the younger ſon of a man in 
trade. In point of years, and knowledge of the 
world, I believe there is no great difference; 

I fancy, with regard to their conduct in public 
affairs, each would be guided by the judgment 

of their ſeniors; and it is beyond a doubt, his 

Grace would ever direct his ſon to tread in 

thoſe paths of true patriotiſm, and the real in- 

tereſt of his country, -which he himſelf has ever 
happily purſued. 

* It would be endleſs to follow this babbler of a 
party, through all his ſpecious nonſenſe ; but 
* there is one thing more I cannot help remarking; 
he ſays, that the dignity and unanimity of the city 
„ would ſupport her, and cauſe every requeſt ſhe 
had to make, to be attended with the greateſt re- 
© ſpect.“ This is too palpable to go down even 
with the moſt ignorant : for how is it to be ſup- 
* poſed, that the ſon of a private citizen, could have 
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* as much weight, either with government, or in the 2 
* kouſe of commons, as the preſumptive heir of the _ 
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© Duxs of LeinsTrea? Suppoſe, for inſtance, 
* with regard to the ſeptennial bill: if the houſe 
© ſhould think proper to ſend an addreſs immediately 
© to his Majeſty about it by any of its members, who 
© ſo proper to preſent it as one of the repreſentatives 
© of our metropolis? and it is an by matter to 
judge what a different reception his lordſhip would 
© meet with, from that of any private citizen whatever. 
After all, Mr. Wagſtaffe, 1 cannot but think 
that all the frivolous objections raiſed againſt his 
lordſhip's being the repreſentative, by theſe fellows, - 
are only a poor artifice to prevent his Grace from 
ſuffering his ſon to ſtand candidate. But I hope, that 
his Grace will rather be influenced by the free, 
and unprejudiced voice of the People in general, 
than be prevented from doing a real ſervice to his 
country, by the FN barking of a few cyrs. I 
hope alſo, that all the corporations will unanimouſly 
concur with thoſe who have alteady addreſſed his 
Grace. 


* * * — — — = oy * - 


Jam, Sir, your moſt humble ſervant, - 
N * A CITIZEN, 


No. 111. Saturday, October 3. 


Tu, quid ego & populus mecum defideret, audi. Hon. 


If you'll with patience lend an ear, 
The people's wiſh, and mine, you'll hear. 


E is an old ſaying, and a true one, that lookers on 
often ſee more of the game, than thoſe who play. 
The reaſon of this is very plain, for the indifferent 
ſpectator ſees things thro the medium of cool reaſon, 


when the party concerned 1s ” . by a conflict of 


contending paſſions. It is juſt ſo in common life, 


where our own intereſts, our paſſions, or our preju- 
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dices interfere, we are very apt to commit errors, 
though we very clearly diſcern the leaſt miſtake in the 
conduct of others, where we are meerly ſtanders by, 
As I am no way intereſted in the preſent political 
affairs of the city of Dublin, any farther than as l 
wiſh its welfare, I can plainly perceive a very odd 
kind of game played at preſent, by ſome people. 
The corporations of this great metropolis. have ad- 
dreſſed his Grace, the Dux of LeinsTzs, to pre- 
vail upon his ſon, the Marquis of KI LD ARE, to offer 
himſelf as candidate. His Grace has received their 
addreſſes with his uſual politeneſs ; and the friends of 
the Marquis have declared for him, that he will ac- 
cept of the honour propoſed, 

I cannot agree with ſome, that it was either beneath 
them to make ſuch a requelit, or beneath his Grace to 
accept it: they were actuated hy a ſenſe of his Grace's 
ſteady attachment to the real intereſt of his country ; 
they were conſcious of the ſignal ſervices which his 
vaſt property and intereſt ever have, and ever will 
enable him to confer upon it: they were willing to 
turn into their own city, that enriching ſtream of the 
Kildare power and influence, which has always flowed 
freely for the benefit of the kingdom. In ſhort, they 
were deſitous of conciliating the friendſhip of an il- 
luſtrious houſe, which at all times is able to procure 
many advantages for the city of Dublin. I own then, 
that I cannot conceive how theſe corporations acted 
below their dignity, in making an offer which thus 
manifeſtly tended to the public good ; or that his 
Grace in the leaſt leſſened himſelf by accepting it: 
on the contrary, they ſhewed a true patriotic ſpirit for 
the real intereſt of their country ; and he, that chear- 
ful readineſs which always appeared in his conduct for 

the public welfare. 

o make a compariſon between the Marquis of 
Kildare, and the other candidates, with reſpect to 
their power and abilities of ſerving the city of Dub- 
lin, would be paying but a very ill compliment to his 
lordſhip. It is alledged by their creatures, that Mr. 
Such-a-one underſtands trade, and that his lordſhip 
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docs not: for my part, I cannot imagine how it is 
any way requiſite for a member of parliament to have 
been bred behind a counter. If aty queſtion, with 
;egard to trade, ariſes in the honſs of commons, 
{me of the principal merchants: of Dublin are con- 
ſtantly called in to inform the houfe in thoſe matters: 
gor do I apprehend that if Mr. Latouche or Mr. 
Gieen were returned, won!ld it alter this proceeding, 
as | believe neither of theſe genilemen would be 
equal to the taſk of clearing up any doubt; which 
micht ariſe, even ia mercantile affairs. 

make no doubt that Mr. Eatouche may be a 
very honeſt man ; but then trade is very uncertain, 
and he is liable to- ſuch temptations, as can never 
:&ch a nobleman of the higheſt rank, and vaſt for- 
tune. A peiſon of ſo exalted a charaQer in life, and of 
ſo immenſe a landed property, which entirely lies in 
this kingdom, will even, from ſelf-intereſt, be ſtudious 
to preſet ve the liberties and propeities of a coun'ty 
whore he has fo large a ſtake : he would be infatu- 
ated, even to madneſs, to ſuffer any law to pals, 
which tended to oppreſs this kingdom by taxes, as he 
muſt be a conſiderable loſer by it; ſo that his own 
immediate intereſt is inſeparably connected with that 
of his country: whereas, a private man, whoſe 


' ſinall fortune conſiſts in money, is in reality but a 
bud of paſſage. If at any time the laws of his 


country ſhould become injurious or oppreſſive, he can, 
like the Hugenots of France, flee into another, and 
carry his property along with him. 

It has ever been the court policy, to remove from 
the lower, to the upper houſe, as many men of great 
fortunes, as they poſſibly could. he deſign of 
this is pretty obvious. They are not fo tractable as 
poor men, nor ſo liable to be under miniſterial in- 
fluence. 

There is a ſpecious argument made uſe of in the 
Freeman's Journal, which upon examination, has 
neither ſenſe nor reaſon in it. It is this:“ that we 
« ſhould imitate our ſiſter city in returning citizens to 
© parliament.” It is true, the ci'y of London have 
I 4 returned 
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dices interfere, we are very apt to commit errors, 
though we very clearly diſcern the leaſt miſtake in the 
conduct of others, where we are meerly ſtanders by, 
As I am no way intereſted in the preſent political 
affairs of the city of Dublin, any farther than as | 
wiſh its welfare, | can plainly perceive a very odd 
kind of game played at preſent, by ſome people. 
The corporations of this great metropolis. have ad- 
dreſſed his Grace, the Duxs of LeinsTzs, to pre- 
vail upon his fon, the Marquis of Ki.oare, to offer 
himſelf as candidate. His Grace has received their 
addreſſes with his uſual politeneſs ; and the friends of 
the Marquis have declared for him, that he will ac- 
cept of the honour propoſed, 

I cannot agree with ſome, that it was either beneath 
them to make ſuch a requeſt, or beneath his Grace to 
accept it: they were actuated by a ſenſe of his Grace's 
ſteady attachment to the real intereſt of his country ; 
they were conſcious of the ſignal ſervices which his 
vaſt property and intereſt ever have, and ever will 
enable him to confer upon it : they were willing to 
turn into their own city, that enriching ſtream of the 
Kildare power and influence, which has always flowed 
freely for the benefit of the kingdom. In ſhort, they 
were defirons of conciliating the friendſhip of an il- 
luſtrious houſe, which at all times is able to procure 
many advantages for the city of Dublin. I own then, 
that I cannot conceive how theſe corporations acted 
betow their dignity, in making an offer which thus 
manifeſtly tended to the public good ; or that his 
Grace in the leaſt leſſened himſelf by accepting it: 
on the contrary, they ſhewed a true patriotic ſpirit for 
the real intereſt of their country ; and he, that chear- 
ful readineſs which always appeared in his conduct for 

the public welfare. 

o make a companion between the Marquis of 
Kildare, and the other candidates, with reſpect to 
their power and abilities of ſerving the city of Dub- 
lin, would be paying but a very ill compliment to his 
lordſhip. It is alledged by their creatures, that Mr. 
Such-a-one underſtands trade, and that his lordſhip 
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Joes not: for my part, I cannot imagine how it is 
any way requiſite for a member of parliament to have 
been bred behind a counter. If ahy queſtion, wit! 
;egard to trade, ariſes in the honſe of commons, 
ſome of the principal merchants: of Dublin are con- 
ſtantly called in to inform the houfe in thoſe matters: 
gor do I apprehend that if Mr. Latouche or Mr. 
Green were returned, would it alter this proceeding, 
as | believe neither of theſe gentlemen would be 
equal to the taſk of clearing up any doubt; which 
might ariſe, e ven ia mercantile affairs. | 

| make no doubt that Mr. Eatouche may be a 
very honeſt man; but then trade is very uncertain, 
and he is liable to- ſuch temptations, as can never 
rAch a nobleman of the higheſt rank, and vaſt for- 
tune. A peiſon of ſoexalted a character in life, and of 
ſo immenſe a landed property, which entirely lies in 
this kingdom, will even, from ſelf-intereſt, be ſtudious 
to preſet ve the liberties and propeities of a coun'ry 
whore he has fo large a take : he would be infatu- 
ated, even to madneſs, to ſuffer any law to paſs, 
which tended to oppreſs this kingdom by taxes, as he 
muſt be a conſiderable loſer by it; fo that his own 
immediate intereſt is inſeparably connected with that 
of his country: whereas, a private man, whoſe 
ſmall fortune conſiſts in money, is in reality but a 
biid of paſſage. If at any time the laws of his 
country ſhould become injurious or oppreſſive, he can, 
like the Hugenots of France, flee into another, and 
carry his property along with him. 

It has ever been the court policy, to remove from 
the lower, to the upper houſe, as many men of great 
fortunes, as they poſſibly could. he deſign of 
this is pretty obvious. They are not fo traQtable as 
poor men, nor ſo liable to be under miniſterial in- 
fluence. 

There is a ſpecious argument made uſe of in the 
Freeman's Journal, which upon examination, has 
neither ſenſe nor reaſon in it. It is this: “ that we 


{© ſhould imitate our ſiſter city in returning citizens to 


© parliament.” It is true, the city of London have 
I 4 returned 
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returned four aldermen, who are men of vaſt proper. 
ties, power and influence, as well as knowledge and 
experience: ſo that compariſons are odious. One of 
them, though a merchant, is brother to an Earl ; we 
ſee neither that, nor the more tremendous title of 
ALDERMAN, prevented his eleQtion. 
The city of Weſtminſter, has choſen for her repre- 
ſentatives, the heir apparent of the great houſe of 
Northumberland, and the eldeſt ſon of a lord: and 
yet we never hear of the free citizens of Weſtminſter 
crying out, that their liberties were invaded, or that 
their city was made a borough. 

As to the objection of his lordſhip's being under 
age, and therefore not in a capacity of doing ſervice 
to the city, this next ſeſſion ; that is frivolous ; for it 
is to be preſumed, that if the preſent repreſentative, 
ſhould propoſe any thing for the advantage of the 
city next winter, there would not be wanting a moſt 
powerful intereſt to back him, if the citizens be not 
wanting to themſelves. Though his lordſhip may be, 
{or the next ſeſſion, in his minority, yet his influence is 
not; and when he is of age to ſpeak, he will de 
heard with more attention, than any democratical 
orator can poſſibly expect to be. 

So that, upon all theſe accounts, I hope the free 
and independent eleQors of this city will not ſuffer 
themſelves to be cajoled by the inſinuations of crafty, 
ſelf deſigning men, who want to make a property of 
their fellow citizens, and miſlead them into the road 
of error and ignorance. 

Weigh with yourſelves, my friends, maturely, 
every circumſtance of things on the preſent occaſion. 
Will ye elect a man who is liable to corruption, or a 
man who is above it? Will ye chooſe a man who 


has it but little in his power to ſerve your city, or a ra 
man who has great power to do it? Conſider, that * 
the electing one of your own citizens is like a man of 
marrying in his own family ; he gains no new alliance e 
by ſuch a match, to increaſe his intereſt : whereas, 1 
by paying a ſeaſonable compliment, (which ye now le 
have an opportunity of doing, by joining with ONE I; 


voice 
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yoice to ſeat the Marquis in parliament) ye will ever 
ſecure to your City the powerful friendſhip and firm 
alliance, of that, MosT NOBLE and ILLUSTRIOUS 


PEE 
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Metire ſe quemque ſuo modulo, ac pede, verum efl. | 


Hos, 
For all ſhould be confin'd, | 
Within the bounds which nature hath aſſign'd. 


ANY are the inconveniences which attend 

the putting men of mean parts into the learned 
profeſſions, eſpecially into thoſe of law and phyſic. 
A ſtupid biſhop, or a fat-headed divine, can do no 
great harm, if they be only orthodox : but a wooden- 
headed judge, or a ſtupid 1233 may endanger 
our lives and properties. clergyman, if he is a 
well- meaning, moral man, let his capacity be ever ſo 
poor, may, by the prevalence of good example and 
aſſiduity, do much good ; whereas, if a profeſſor of 
law or phyſic, whoſe intelle&s are weak, chances to 
fall into any practice, it is odds but he does ſome miſ- - 
chief to thoſe who employ him. How many have 
been ruined by a miſapprehenſion of their caſe, and 
what numbers every day go out of the world by mif- - 
taking their diſorder. 
If then, ſuch ill conſequences flow from the igno- 
rance of ptactitioners, even of thoſe who have been 
regularly bred to their profeſſions, what ſhall we ſay 
of thoſe impudent pretending fellows, who without 
either parts or education, will pretend to dabble in 
theſe matters, which require the utmoſt ſkill and know 
ledge. Thus, ſollicitors will preſume to adviſe as 
lawyers, and barbers to Ta as phyſicians * 
5 the 
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the ignorant. Nor is it impoſſible to imagine, an 
illiterate quack who may ſet up for the eloquence of a 
Malone, a Hutcheſon, or a Flood ; and the medical 
powers of a Smith, a Farrell, a Quin, a Barry, or a 
Corry, at the ſame time. 

Nature has been ſufficiently bountiful, though not 
laviſh, to mankind. She has given to men, abilities 
ſuited to the different purpoſes of life; and if they 
would a& according to her intentions, they would 
commit fewer miſtakes. Every man ſhould keep 
within the ſphere which ſhe has preſcribed to him, for 
fo ſure as he quits that, he goes aſtray. A man, for 
inſtance, may be an excellent weaver, and a yery had 
politician ; another may dye a piece of cloth well, 
and yet may ſtain paper moſt horridly with nonſenſe: 
a merchant may underſtand accompts perfectly well, 
and be entirely ignorant of the conſtitution of his 
country ; he may be very clever at drawing a bill of 
exchange, or counting money, and yet make but a 
poor figure in a houſe of Commons. Nay, the man 
who in the public halls, may paſs for a Demoſthenes, 
in a more polite aſſembly, will be reckoned a bab- 
bler. 

Notwithſtanding all this, we find weavers throwing 
by their ſhuttle, and ſheermen and dyers *. up 
their pens, to tell their fellow citizens (in the Free- 
man's Journal) they are ruined and undone, if they 
invite a noble lord (who has power and inclination to 
ſerve their city) to repreſent them in parliament, If 
the worthy corporations, who addreſſed his Grace the 
Duke of Leinſter, had ſet fire to the city, could there 
be much greater exclamation againſt them than that 
in the beginning of the weavers addreſs: ** What frenzy, 
*« my fellow citizens, has ſeized you? Or what fiend has 
I poſſeſſed you ?” Whereas, it would be both folly and 
frenzy, to let ſlip ſuch an opportunity of procuring 
the friendſhip and alliance, as well as the powerful in- 
tereſt of ſo great a man, towards obtaining ſuch laws 
as may not only conduce to the good of this city, but. 
of the whole kingdom in general. I will appeal to 
the unprejudiced reader, hair they, who 0008 

| 0 
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ſo noble a patriotic deſign, are not rather poſſeſſed 
by ſome fiend of DISSENTION. If they would 
ſpeak out, it is nothing elſe but that curſed levelling 
principle (which has ever been fo deſtructive to our 
conſtitution,) that cauſes them thus to exclaim againſt 
their fellow citizens. 

| ſhould be glad to aſk thoſe, who thus diſſent from 
the public welfare, what would the great author of 
the Draper's letters adviſe upon this occaſion, were 
he now living ? Would he, who uſed to ſay, that 
our nation would never be right until every banker 
was hanged ? would he, I ſay, recommend the re- 
turning one of them into parliament? He tells us 
in his Epilogue to the play for the Weavers Be- 


nefit, 


„Wit and weaving had the fame beginning, 
©+ Pallas firſt taught us poetry and ſpinning.” 


Would he not now retraQ, and ſay, that ſome of them 
had Joſt their wits? He certainly would deteſt the 
partizans of G—n, as much as ever he did thoſe of 
Wood: he would conſider the man who obſtructed 
the public good, as an enemy to mankind ; nor 
would it make any difference with him, whether a 
hardwareman dealt in gold, or in baſe copper, if the 
public ſuffered. 

I will venture to ſay, he would have uſed his in- 
vincible pen, and his influence, to ſupport the ad- 
dreſs, and no body would have dared to oppoſe it. 
He would have dived to the bottom of the oppoſition, 
and laid open the rancour of a party, who would 
ſacrifice the Public weal to their own wicked deſigns, 
He would tell the people, that the Duke of Leinſter 
is a true patriot, loves his country, and refides in it: 
that he ſpends a great = of his time in that grand 
houſe, with which he has ornamented their city ; that 
he has been fo deſirous of uniting with this city, as 
to become free of ſome of the corporations, and on 
all occaſions has aQted as a friend to this metro- 


polis, 
Had 
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Had I either the talents, or the power of that great 
champion, who freed his country from fetters of braſs, 
I could ſet forth in very ſtrong colours, the wicked 
views of thoſe men, who for certain ends, endeavour 
to make a fruitleſs oppoſition to the Marquis of Kil- 
dare. As his lordſhip has been ſo good as to accept 
the kind invitation of ſo many corporations; he has 
already baffled the weak ſchemes of his opponents ; 
for they vainly imagined that their idle babbling 
would cauſe him to. drop it. They find themſelves 
wretchedly miſtaken ; and now, I think, it would be 
the moſt prudent method for them to join their fel- 
low citizens, in the requeſt to his Grace, That his 
lordſhip will conquer every oppoſition, they may 
be certain; and then, to what purpoſe will it be 
to them to have ſhewn their teeth, eſpecially in a 
wrong cauſe. 

I am as zealous for true liberty, as any man upon 
earth; and would vindicate it as ſoon. But then, 
we muſt diſtinguiſh between real and imaginary li- 
berty ; between that goddeſs *©* heavenly bright,” as 
Mr. Addiſon calls her, and popular clamour and 
licentiouſneſs. If we be not careful to uſe this cau- 
tion, we ſhall graſp at a ſhadow, and loſe the ſub. 
ſtance. I ſhall conclude, by obſerving, that if we 
do not call in a powerful aſſiſtant, it will not 
be in the power of Phyfic to fave our RE 
bill, 


No. I13: 


No. 1 


No. 113. 


Saturday, Octobre 17. 


. 


bh —_— 


Quis novus hic noftris ſuceeſſit ſedibus hoſpes ? 
Duem ſeſe ore ferens ! quam forti pectore & armis ! 
| Virs. 


Who is this ſtranger in our palace ſeen ? 
How great in arms, of what a godlike mien ? 


HERE is nothing which, to a generous and 
T noble mind, can give ſo exquiſite a pleaſure, 
as the power of relieving objeQs in diſtreſs. The 
alleviating the miſeries of our fellow creatures, carries 
with it higher ſatisfaction than the gratification of 
ſenſe can beſtow. This is a delight which every 
man, to whom providence has committed the gifts of 
fortune, has it in his power to enjoy; I mean that 
of leſſening the ſorrows of the indigent by his bounty. 
This lies within the reach of private perſons ; but 
there are means of doing ſignal ſervices to mankind, 
which only men in a more exalted ſphere of life can 
confer. The inclinations of the former to do good, 
may be ſtrong, but his power may be limited to only 
a few individuals ; whereas, the man of rank and 
abilities, may fave a community, nay, perhaps, a 
whole kingdom from ruin. 

I was ruminating upon this ſubject laſt Tueſday 
night in bed, and it made ſo ſtrong an impreſſion on 
my imagination, that when I fell aſleep, it preſented to 
me the following dream. 

I thought I was walking on the ſhore of the bay of 
Dublin, | Si, 1 near Ringſend: the ſky wore a 
beautiful azure, the ſun was bright, and the boſom 
of Old Ocean was only agitated by a gentle zephyr, 
which brought a health-bearing breeze to the = ; 
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ſo that he ſeemed rather to kiſs, than to laſh the beach, 
with his billows. All nature ſeemed to put on the 
appearance of the higheſt good humour, and to have 
Cecked herſelf in her gaveſt robes in that enchanting 
place. After I had feaſted my eyes for ſome time on 
this beautiful landſcape, I heard the ſound of ſweet, 
but melancholy muſic, at ſome diftance : I liſtened 
for ſome time with the utmoſt attention, and was 
impatient to know the cauſe of it, and whence it pro- 
ceeded. I followed the direction of the ſound, and 
ſoon arrived at the origin of it. 

I ſaw a damſel ſeated on a rock, playing upon a 
harp, which had the appearance of antiquity, Her 
features were lovely, and regular; ker aſpect mile, 
and her complexion languid and pale, as if ſhe la- 
houred under ſome ſecret liſquierude. Her eyes too, 
were ſunk in her head, and ſeemed as if they had 
been long uſed to weeping. Altogether ſhe had vaſt 
beauty, and that of the moſt ſtriking kind, beauty in 
diſtreſs. 

My curioſity was raiſed, by the ſituation I ſaw her 
in, and the melancholy which I faw viſibly in her ap- 

ea ance, to enquire from her the cauſe of it, I ac 
cordingly addrefſed her thus: Fair damſel, I per- 
ceivè that ſome trouble diſquiets your breaſt, by 
« your chooſing this place of ſolitude and retirement; 
© ſomething more than ordinary muſt canſe you thus 
« to ſequeſter yourſelf from your gay companions, 
« and to wear this habit of melancholy and deſpair, 
If it be in my power to ſerve you, you may com- 
« mand my fortune or my ſword.” She anſwered, 
with the ſweeteſt accent imaginable, ©* Oh, Sir, it 
is not in your power to ſerve me; what you could 
« do you have already done by your pen; but you 
have not power or ſtrength ſufficient to redreſs my 
« wrongs, Were your abilities even as great as thoſe 
of my champion, the Draper, (who once ſaved 
« me from inevitable ruin) yet would they avail 
« nothing at this time.” Here ſhe was interrupted 
by a ſhower of tears, which flowed in abundance 

from her lovely eyes, She then proceeded —— & 
4 ou 
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« You muſt know, Mr. Wagſtaffe, although I 
« have the appearance of youth, yet I have oy 
« children, and they have brought upon me thoſe 
« griefs which I ſuffer. They are undutiful to me 
« in the higheſt degree, They, in no wife, regard 
« me as their mother, nor do they conſider that my 
« intereſt is their own. They encourage foreigners, 
« who are my hired ſervants, to hector, bully and 
« domineer over me. They are profuſe of my 
money, ſo that they have often almoſt reduced me 
« to want, and that, to throw it away on ſtrangers 
and vagabonds. I have made clothes good enough 
« for my childrento wear, and ſpun, and wove them 
« with my own hands ; but they ſpurned at them, 
only becauſe I kept the money at home. 

« They are divided amongſt themſelves, nor do 
« they conſider each other as brethren. Party and 
faction diſunite them, and they are contending who 
« ſhall plunder me moſt. They are over-run by 
« deiſm, fanataciſm, pride, luxury and prodigality. 
They have ſtript me almoſt naked by places, pen- 
« fions, and jobbing. To this miſerable ſtate am I 
reduced, by thoſe to whom I gave birth. My on- 
y expectations then of relief, is from a noble 
« ſtranger, whoſe arrival I here wait for with im- 
* patience. He, it is, from whoſe nobleneſs, ge- 
* nerofity and many virtues, I muſt ſeek redreſs of 
„my wrongs.” | 

Whilſt ſhe was ſpeaking, I ſaw a ſhip approach to 
the ſhore. She no ſooner ſaw it, than, ſhe ran with 
all ſpeed to the very edge of the ſea. Here, 
cried ſhe, with the greateſt expreſſions of joy, 
comes my friend, my champion, my deliverer. 
Now all my troubles are at an end: henceforth I 
** ſhall be happy.” By this time the ſhip arrived, and 
the noble ſtranger landed. She embraced him with 
the higheſt rapture,” and they remained claſped in 
each other's embraces for ſome time. His mien was 
noble, his countenance expreſſive of every exalted 
ſentiment which can adorn the human heart; in 
Hort, he ſeemed formed by nature to be the pattern 


of 
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of every virtue, the aſſertor and defender of the right 
and liberties of mankind. They converſed together 
for ſome time, and then they both aſcended a carriage 
which there waited his arrival. The carriage moved 
toward the city, and I was weakened by the rejoic- 
ings and loud huzzas of the people, which, upon in- 
uiry I found to be, for the arrival of my Lob 
_ TOWNSHEND to the Lizutexancy of Te. 
LAND. 1 


6— —— 
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From the Mercury in Parliament. ſtreet. 


An Op on the death of his Royal Highneſs, Ep- 
WARD AuGUSTUs, Duke of York. | 


J. | 
LL pale and ſad, Britannia now appears ; 

A Her head reclin'd, her cheeks bedew'd with tear; 
Her mournful brows with ſable ſorrow crown'd, 
And her torn treſſes ſcatter'd on the ground, 
Long time ſhe weeps, ere ſbe her filence breaks, 
When thus, at length the mourning matron ſpeaks : 
HAnd is,” ſhe cries, the Royal York no more? 

Le waving Woods, 

« Murmuring floods, 

« Silent graves, 

©« Founding caves, 

« Tour country's A *=u country's loſs deplore.” 
She ſaid, and inſtant thro' the ſkies, 
Her woice in mournful murmurs riſe ; 
The wind grows pregnant with the found, 
And ſcatters the ſad tale around ; 
| Jill with her cries, 

Seas and ſkies, 

Hills and rocks, and echoing wales rebound. 
III. 

Wak'd by the ſounds, black melancholy rears 
Her gloomy head, and all death's liv'ry wears : 


All 


Too pl 
9 feath 


lor aff 


o fragt 
Ur rich 
ir him 

or him, 


C 


country 
about 
manſo! 
great at 


0. 113 


le righty 
Ogether 
arr lage, 
moved 
rejoic- 
pon in- 
Lon 

" Inv. 


„ » 
* 


All 


o. 114. The BATCHELOR. 185 


All nature grieves. Behold on ev'ry ſbore 
| The drooping flowers, 
Relenting ſhowers, 
Leafleſs trees, 
Fainting bees, 
Too plainly tell the Royal York's no more, 
IV. 
" feather d ſongſter now ſalutes the dawn, 
or ſaffron blufbes paint the dewy lawn ; 
fragrant incenſe from the fields ariſe, 
or rich perfume the curling breeze ſupplies : 
Ihe meads no jlow'rs adorn ; 
i him they droop, for him they fade, 
or him, (in ſable-garb array d) 
All mourn, all mourn, all mourn. 


E. Cnr, 
Late of Swift's hoſpital, 


> — Yoeif&>oC>o> A" 
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Parvula (nam exemplo eft) magni formica laboris 

Ore trahit quodcungque poteſt, atque addit acervys, 

Duem flruit, hs ignara ac non incauta futuri. 
Hos. 

For thus the little ant (to human lore 

No mean example) forms her frugal ſtore, 

Gather'd, with mighty toils, on every ſide, 

Nor ignorant, nor careleſs to provide 

For future want 


FTER my late illneſs, I was for ſome days on 
a viſit to my friend, Colonel Barnacle, in the 
country, His ſeat is in a fine part of this province, 
about a day's journey from this metropolis. His 
manſion-houſe is a good old one, and has the air of 
great antiquity. He tells me it was built by his great 


grand- 
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grandfather, who came to ſetile in this kingdom ü 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth. There is a vaſt nun 
ber of well grown oaks, and other trees, about; 
which, together with the muſic of their inhabitan; 
the rooks, contribute to give an air of pleaſing me. 
lancholy, and ſolemnity, o the place. 


Jo. 114 
my o 
tenan' 
$ as | (| 
and 
© have 


© in ſee 

The Colonel had often preſſed me to go thithe; As W 
and told me it was a fine place for ſpeculation. Mf itt 
he is one of the beſt men in the world, with only; any b 


very few oddities, I complied with his requeſt th 


e int 
more readily. As every man has his foible or wet ot 
fide, his is, (as F formerly hinted) a vaſt venecati..mcq 
for former times, and a contempt of the preſent. Mok u 
thinks the world is degenerated vaſtly ſince he wa After v 

oung, and that 8 is growing worſe. Wenne proc 
Tan at Barnacle Hall, (for ſo the Colonel's ſeat i co orde 


called) he told me, he had been all that day ven 
buſy overſeeing his. workmen at his har veſt: Not. 
ſays he, Mr. Wagltaffe, that I require that the 
«+ por men will work harder when I am preſent, bu bat tl 
1 | take a delight in ſeeing the fruits of the earth 
gathered in.“ 

Next morning, after breakfaſt, my friend made m 
an apology, that he muſt leave me for an hour, 90 
reconnoitte his work, and offered me the key of hi 
ftudy, to amuſe myſelf with books. I begged lear: try, v 
to accompany him in his expedition. We accordineMll th:ir i 
ly ſallied forth on horfeback As. the ſky was ſerene Giflik« 
and clear, and the day rather pleaſant than hot, t vhict 
Colonel told me, the ride would be of ſervice to m derfu 
and get me an appetite for my dinner. I was highly (i 
delighted with the beauty of the country every w: 4. « pet 
around me; the various ſhades of corn fields, paſtu i © the 
grounds, and new-mowed fields. I conſidered, wih ſu} 
pleaſure, the various gifts which bountiſul nature I- « &; 
berally beſtows on the induſtrious huſbandman, a « nm; 
that ſeaſon of the year. I was deep ſunk in contem-ff © ye 
plation, when my friend interrupted me, by telling me, fi. 
that moſt of the land I ſaw was his eſtate. * Yon Ml cl 
„may obſerve,” ſays. he, what a large quantity 
'© of it is tilled, yet there is but a ſmall part of it for 
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my own uſe : the greateſt part of it belongs to my 

tenants. TI encourage tillage amongfl them as much 
* as | can, as being the ſure way to make them rich, 

and at the fame time to ſerve my country. They 
have good bargains under me, and I have a pleaſure 
© in ſeeing them happy.” 

As we rode along, I ſaw thofe tenants that he ſpoke 
pf, with their wives, children, and ſervants, all like fo 

any bees, working at their harveſt. The Colonel 
ode into many of their fields, and either approved of, 
pr chid them, for their manner of proceeding. hey 
ſeemed to liſten to him with great attention, and to 
look upon him rather as a father than a landlord. 
After we had taken a circuit round his tenants' fields, 
we proceeded to his own. The firſt thing he did, was 
to order a large veſſel of ale to be brought to the poor 
labourers, and called to his ſervant for a roll of to- 
bacco, which he diſtributed amongſt them. 

As we were riding homeward, my hoſt obferved, 
that this is a glorious iſland we live in; that provi- 
dence has bleſſed it with many natural advantages 
over almoſt any part of Europe; and that notwith- 
ſanding the many diſcouragements the natives labour 
under, they are induſtrious ; that, what with the op- 
preſſions of luxurious, needy landlords in the coun- 
try, who rack their poor tenants to death, to ſupport 
their idleneſs and vanity ; and what with the univerſal 
diſlike to any thing of Iriſh manufacture in our cities, 
which ruins the induſtrious manufacturers; it is won- 
derful how this country flouriſhes as it does, even in 
ſpite of ourſelves. ** Never,” continued he, let 
people ſay that the Triſh are more lazy or idle than 
* their neighbours, when by their induſtry alone they 
* ſupport the vaſt expences of abſentees, &c. &c. 
* &c. &c. Are there a more indurious ſet of tradeſ- 
men any where, than the weavers of Dublin? and 
** yet every ſaucy ſlut turns up her noſe at their 
N _ and our pert jackanapeſes deſpiſe their 
is cloat 8. 


By 
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By this time we reached the houſe, and my good "Thus 
friend was interrupted in his harangue, by the butleH low, 


eoming to tell us that dinner was ready. As the 
Colonel is a batchelor, and an old one like myſelf, w 
lat down with no other company but the-parſon of the 
pariſh, whom he had invited that day to chat with me 
as he ſaid. The divine is a ſenſible man, and fre 
from a good deal of that ſtiffneſs and pedantty which 
many of his coat are poſſeſſed of, | found the Co- 
lonel's prediction at our ſetting out, to be true, fa 
I believe I eat almoſt as much as the parſon; Afee 
the cloth was taken away, we chatted of various 


matter, which, perhaps, may be the ſubject of a future 
ſpeculation, 


iſſenſio 
ut the 
eople * 
ful de 
lands Of 
elt y, Q 
ne title 
therties « 
he uſur 
ngland, 
pole his 
and libel 
| il 
ſurpati 
hat, as 
cond Cy 
his fellc 
hoſe a 
his pat 
worthy 


ſerver e 


No. 125. Saturday, October 24. 


— 


Hlinc metuunt cupiuntque. Viss. 


Hence ſpring their hopes, and hence their fears. ts 
T has ever been the maxim with democratical 8 5 
promoters of faction and ſedition, to endeavour to K * 
ſow diſſention between the nobility and the people. hi 1 
Men of obſcure birth, low education, and little pro- a 1 
perty, have no other chance to worm themſelves into de 
conſequence, but by repreſenting men of exalted rank, why 
as the moſt dangerous monſters in nature. They are "Ws 
ever dinging into the ears of the multitude, that every . "= 
man who is not a plebeian, is of courſe. their natural . = 
enemy; a nobleman with them is a moſt dangerous a 
creature; and a duke, or a marquis, is more tremend- . „ 
ous than a lion or a tyger. They repreſent them a5 . 
frightful as they poſſibly can to the populace, as the 1 


ſhow-men of wild - beaſts hang out pictures drawn 
beyond 
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0 F port the life, in order to pick people's pock- 
ny good Thus it was at Rome; every turbulent ſeditious 
butler low, who aimed at power, always ſtrove to ſow 
As thefWliſenſion between the ſenate and people, and pointed 
ſelf velit the Patricians as tyrants and opprefſors. The 
of ie eople were deluded by the ſpecious ſophiſtry of theſe 
v1th ne. tcul demagogues; the power was taken out of the 
nd fre. of the Patricians, who were the men of pro- 
hichenv. end lodged with ſome needy plebeians, under 
the CoM: title of Tribunes of the people, who ſold the 
ue, fo berties of their country to the higheſt bidder. Thus 
 AﬀerWMhc uſurper Cromwell, aboliſhed the houſe of lords in 
*. ngland, as well knowing, that they would ever op- 
1 TUture 


pole his wicked ſchemes of overturning the religion 
and liberties of their country. 

[ ſtill obſerve, that the favourers of Cromwell's 
ſurpation, are generally of his way of thinking in 
hat, as well as in other reſpects. Behold a late ſe- 
cond Curtius, ready to leap into the gulph to preſerve 
bis fellow citizens. What hard hearted Turks are 
hoſe aldermen, not to grant him a ſtipend for all 
his patriotiſm ? Is it not hard, that he is not thought 
worthy of being bought off, and that this great pre- 
ſerver of the lives, this champion for the liberties of 
the people, ſhuuld be ſuffered to ſtarve ; that this 
leveller of all diſtinctions, this binder of nobility in 
links of ſcurrility, ſhould not be worth ſome- 
our to WI body's purchaſe, is dreadful. | 
eople The Freeman's Journal (the channel through 
e pro- which theſe worthy gentlemen of Linnen - Hall 
es into WY ſtreet, convey their candid ſentiments to the public) 
Irank, bave lately ſet forth ſome Intelligence 33 
ey are and indeed it is extraordinary enough.“ that a cabi- 
every net council was held laſt night at the Tripple Crown 
atural and Flying Thief, G-——y W— ——f, Eg; 
gerous treſident, to conſider of the preſent fate of affairs, 
end. Wl ven it vas unanimouſly agreed, that the only 
em as WM "£1524 to deftray the ſchemes of the aſpiring banker, 
he * was to petition John TWilkes, E: immediately to 
Irawn et aut from Paris, aud ſiand.candidate tor this city; 


yond * and ; 


] 
$22] 


IIRC. 


1 


Tratical 
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and to aſſure him he ſtauld be ſupported by all 


„ intereſt cf a mighty Thane, and his aſſociate; 

© markable for ofpofing government; accordingly i 
© humble adareſs was drawn up and diſpatched by 
„ flying ſtatiener.“ [Freeman's Journal, Oct. 20.] 

Now there may poſſibly be a great deal of wit 
this piece of intelligence extraordinary, but | prote 
for my part, I can find no meaning in it. If the 
mean to ſay, the friends of the Marquis of Kildare i 
tend to invite Mr. Wilkes, they are much miſtaken; 
I am fure they will never recall from bani/hment a ma 
who tiaduced either the King or his vicercy. I he 
lieve the city of Dublin have played deep enough # 
that game already. I ſee no uſe in thinking of Mr 
Wilkes, unleſs that members of Parliament for great 
Cities, were to be matched, like coach horſes. 

I remember to have heard of a man, who had ben 
martied fix or ſeven times, and his rule was, when: 
wife died, if ſhe had been a bad one, he took care to 
chooſe the next with qualities as different from hen 
as poſſible. I think this would be no bad 1ule in re 
turning members. Let people conſider in what the ob- 
jects of their former choice were deficient, or faulty, 
Whether, like the ghoſt of Ajax in the Odyfley, 
ſilence would not have been their higheſt eloquence: 
whether, from want of a proper education, igne- 
rance of 1ules, a petulant itch of haranguing, they 
were not rather hurtful, than ſerviceable to their con- 
ſtituents : whether, it be not more eligible to prefer 
a man, who 1s a gentleman by birth and education, and 
who has been nurtured in true church of England 
principles, to a perſon brought up in the ignorance 
and prejudices of a Linnen Hall faction. 

Ic is Phlogos, and not the friends of the Marquis 
who wants to make this city a borough ; is it a reaſon, 


that becauſe the city of Dublin was formerly guilty of 


error, they ſhall now perſiſt in it? No man in his 
lenſes will repeat a medicine which he found before 
to be ineffectual, or perhaps hurtful. Will he not 


try another, which he has reaſon to think more eff: 
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:cious, though a quack may tell him i' is contrary 
z the practice of phy ſic ? It is juſt ſo in the preſent 
undure of affaiis. The Lord Mayor, Aldermen, 
heriſts and Commons, with ſixteen. corporations, have 
adreſſed the Marquis of Kildare to fand-candidats. 
ad the tools of faction all cry out, it is unprecedented, 
hat is, the like was never done before, Very poſſi- 
le. The eyes of the citizens ate opened; they now 
ze plainly the neceſſity of inviting a man who is able 
niſtaken Who (crve them. They are perſusded. that the power 
nt 2 md intereſt of a great mer will procure more real 
7. IbaMicrefit to their city, by bis infiuence in the houſe, and 
20ugh ich government, than all the Linnen hall orators put 
| of M osrether. 
for ge The Freeman is very ſwart in ſaying, © a moſt ter- 
| © tible dyſentery has broke out amongſt fifteen parts 
"ad ben” out of twenty four in this great city. which is ſo 
when i ſtubborn, that it hath hitherto baffled all the power 
care of phyſic.” I never before heard of a dyſentery 
om hen{Wſbreaking out; but perhaps this is of a new kind, or 
e in ic ¶ my friends of the Free-prefs may, poſſibly, miftake 
the ob- this diſorder for a breaking out, or an ich, which 
faulty, hey themſelves have contrafted from their brethren 
dy fley, of the North. But let it be what it will, I am-very glad 
Juence: ¶ that it has baffled all the power of their quack medi- 
„ igno- cines. Theſe political empirics, are very ready, upon 
z, they all occafions, to offer their political pacquets of rotten 
eir con wood and brick-duft to this city, with no other view, 
prefer to be fure, but for the good of mankind, However, 
on, and Wi 1 am glad to find that the public have more regard to 
Ungland their own conſtitution, than to ſwallow their preſciipti- 
1orance ons; and that the wholeſome kitchen phyſic, prepar- 
ed by the honeſt cooks,* will go down better with eve- 
arquis, Wl iy worthy citizen, than the rotten drugs of thoſe cheat- 
reaſon, ing charlatans. | 
Ulty of 
in his 
before | | No. 1 16, 
he not 
e effi * The corporation of Cooks, was the fifft that addreſſ d the 


acious Duke of Leinſter, to prevail on bis ſon, the Marqueſs of Kil- 
dare, to ſtand candidate, 
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No. 116. Tueſday, October 21, 


Principibus placuiſſe viris, non ultima laus efl. Hoy 


To have pleas'd great men, is not the ſmalle 
praiſe, 


T is a maxim with numbers of people, conſtant 

to abuſe great men, meerly becauſe they are great 
It is really unaccountable to hate men, for no othe 
reaſon but that of their being ſuperiors in rank, for 
tune, or abilities. This can proceed only from theſ 
two cauſes, Pride or Envy. Theſe two malignant 
and corroſlve paſſions, when ſuffered to rankle in our 
breaſts, render our own beings miſerable in life, a, 
make us odious to our acquaintance. If we indulge will 
ourſelves in an over-weening conceit of our own :bſu 
merits, which is pride, we are apt to imagine that we city, 
have ſcarce an equal in any reſpect, much leſs that is qu 
we have any ſuperiors. We turn the magnifying pan whe 
of the perſpective to ourſelves, and the diminiſhing ſide his k 
to others. If our birth and education are low, ve ftree- 
affect to deſpiſe nobility of blood, and the liberal ac- But 
quiſition of knowledge. In the general, men of the lin; 
meaneſt capacities are very well ſatisfied with then I the 
own portion of natural underſtanding, and ſeldom diſ-: fron 
like another for having a greater ſhare of it than them- of L 
ſelves: but where any man, by a vaſt ſuperiority of MW of! 


talents, acquires honours, riches, or fame, there all ther 
the blockheads in the nation immediately declare war W «pp! 
againſt him. In like manner, we may obſerve, that W hav 
fellows ſprung from the loweſt of the people, as much I argi 
as they ſeem to contemn the dignity of family. yet in quis 


their ſouls deteſt the poſſeſſors of it, becauſe they WW hop 
themſelves want it. = \ 
- It 
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It is the ambition of almoſt every man, tobe great ; 
he looks with an evil eye on every object which ob- 
ſtructs his views. The loweſt mechanic will have 
power, if he can, not for the ſake of doing good, but 
to gratiſy his vanity, |, He will endeavour to get above 
the reſt of his fellow. citizens, by every artifice 
imaginable. He, and his partizans, will tell them, it 
is dangerous to inveſt a great man with . and 
that their rights and liberties ate at ſtake if they make 
any other than himſelf the object of their choice. 
The tools of faction, will endeavour to delude the 
people with the baſeſt and moſt abſurd ſophiſtry ; ſuch 
onſtani es, that a nobleman's ſon can | have no other view in 
re greuſi getting into parliament, but to enſlave bie country 
no otheſ that is, the heir apparent of the firſt peer in this realm, 
ank, for of an immenſe landed Property in this kingdom, will 


om the do all he can to make himſelf a flave, and entail 
nalignan flavery on his poſterity. How this nonſenſe can g6 
le in oui down with any 80. is amazing to me. 1 
life, aud Again, they fay, that by electing the fon, the father 
indulge will make a borough of gur city. This is equally 
ur oui e bſurd; for how can he ever have any intereſt in the 
that we 


city, any farther than by doing good to the city? It 
r 


eſs that is quite a different caſe from a ſmall country borough, 


ing pan where a great man, by once getting a corporation into 
hing ſice his hands, may make all his own tenants or dependants 
ow, we tree-men, and ſo ſecure a laſting majority to himſelf, 
eral ac- But how can this ever happen in ſuch a city as Dub- 
| of the lin? Does the 'chooſing the Marquis of Kildare for 
ith then the preſent vacancy, preclude the citizens of Dublin 


om di- 
n them- 
rity of 
here all 


from making à free choice hereafter ? Can the Duke 
of Leinſter ever in time to come, oblige the freemen 
of Dublin to return any of his family or friends for 
their city, if they do not like it? If they ſhould diſ- 


are war W :ipprove of the Marquis's conduct in parliament, 
'e, that WW have they not a remedy for the future ? But this very 
s much WW argument is a reaſon why they ſhould elect the Mar- 
yet in WM quis. For not only from gratitude, but alſo from 
le they nopes of having an intereſt in the hearts of ſo great a 


body of men, as the citizens of this vaſt metropolis, 
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he will picque: himſelf- on rendering every ſervice in 


his power to theit city. 80 far will he be from being 
haughty to his conſtituents,” or negligent of their di. 
reCtions, that i I dare. venture to ſay, he will be as at- 
tentive to them as any man whatever. We find his 
noble father was ever careful for the public good, and 


if we believe Horace, 


. Fortes. creantur fortibus & bonis. 
The great ſpring only from the great and good. 


believe no body will diſpute, but that if his lor: 


' ſhip had not been invited to repreſent the ys of Dub- 
lin, he would ſoon have been returned for ſome other 


place. But then what obligation ſhould he lie under 
more than other country members, to do any parti- 
cular ſervice for Dublin? whereas, by a molt ſeaſon- 


able compliment thus paid at his entrance into life, the 


city of Dublin will engage his early affections to them; 
and they will have the pleaſure of initiating the 
eldeſt ſon of an Iriſh Duke into the body ot our 
leihen,, ok, 

It is well known, that impreſſions received in our 
younger days, will ſway us all our lives. Now, if 
after the kind invitation given by ſo large a body of 
the citizens, the noble candidate ſhould meet any op- 
poten ; how greatly will it deſtroy, the compliment! 

ully ſays, © that they who prefide over public affairs, 
% ſhould attend to two precepts of Plato: the firſt is, 
that they ſhould. defend the rights of the citizens; 
and in whatever they do, they ſhould refer to that, 
* forgetful of their own private advantage: the next 
< is, that they ſhould regard the whole body politic, 


* left, whilſt they guard a part, they deſert the reſt.” 


If, therefore, an unhappy diviſion, ſhould prevent his 
lordſhip from being UNanimovusL x elected, it will na- 
turally turn the current of his regards entirely to thoſe 
corporations who manifeſt their zeal for him. Where- 
as, it were to be wiſhed, that they ſhould be general, 
and extend to the whole body of the citizens alike. 
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There is no corporation in Dublin which I reſpe& 
more than the weavers. I have ever matifeſted 
eſteem for them, as the moſt uſeful body of induſtri- 
ous men in the community. I have conſtantly recom- 
mended, for their ſakes, the uſe of their manufaQures 
to the public. I have always wiſhed them the pro- 
tection of ſome powerful friend, who might have it 
in his power to aſſiſt their honeſt endeavours. Now 
an opportunity offe:s of gaining ſuch a friend; a fiiend, 
who may 1 be able to put them upon a footing 

urers of other countries. 

I ſhould be ſorry, therefore, that theſe honeſt men 
ſhould be caught meerly by words. I know the cant, 
trading man, fellow citizens, trading city, and ſuch 
like unmeaning phraſes, are made uſe of by crafty, 
ſwaddling orators in politics, to, lead people aſtray. 
What is very provoking, theſe popular demagogues, 
have neither the eloquence of a — a Hutcheſon, 
or a Flood, nor ſcarce the learning of a ſchool- boy; 
and yet by a kind of enthuſiaſtic jargon, they perſuade 
ſome to act diametrically oppoſite to ſenſe and reaſon. 
I ſhall, therefore, upon this occaſion, apply an old fa- 
ble, which I have met with ſomewhere. 

A man once had an aſs, which by his owneſs of 
foot, he found to be unfit for expedition in performing 
journies. He was therefore reſolved to buy a horſe, 
as being more fit for his purpoſe in travelling, and to 
put his aſs to works of drudgery. The aſs perceived 
his maſter's intention, and thus addreſſed him, ** Have 
I not always, fir, been a faithful fervant? I re- 
«« queſt, therefore, you will not get a horſe, for then 
* 1 ſhall be deſpiſed; but purchaſe another aſs,” and 
* we will between us endeavour to do you the ſer- 
vice of a horſe.” 
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he will picque himſelf. on rendering every ſervice in 


his power to their. city. So far will he be from being 
haughty to his conſtituents, or negligent of their d. 
rections, that; I dare. venture to ſay, he will be as at- 
tentive to them as any man whatever, We find hi 
noble father was ever careful-for the public good, and 
if we believe Horace, 


Fortes creantur fortibus & bonis. 


The great ſpring only from the great and good. 
believe no body will diſpute, but that if his lord: 


ſhip had not been invited to repreſent the city of Dub- 
lin, he would ſoon have been returned for ſome other 


place. But then what obligation ſhould he lie under 
more than other country members, to do any parti- 
cular ſervice for Dublin? whereas, by a molt ſeaſon- 
able compliment thus paid at his entrance into life, the 
city of Dublin will engage his early affections to them; 
and they will have the pleaſure of initiating the 
eldeſt ſon of an Iriſh Duke into the body ot our 
legiſlature, 185 

It is well known, that impreſſions received in our 
younger days, will ſway us all our lives. Now, it 
after the kind invitation given by ſo large a body of 
the citizens, the noble candidate ſhould meet any op- 
2 ; how greatly will it deſtroy the compliment! 

ully ſays, © that they who preſide over public affaits, 
4 ſhould attend to two precepts of Plato: the firſt is, 
„that they ſhould defend the rights of the citizens; 
and in whatever they do, they ſhould refer to that, 
* forgetful of their own private advantage: the next 
© is, that they ſhould regard the whole body politic, 
* leſt, whilſt they guard a part, they deſert the reſt.” 


If, therefore, an unhappy diviſion, ſhould prevent his 


lordſhip from being UNanimousLy elected, it will na- 
turally turn the current of his regards entirely to thoſe 
corporations who manifeſt their zeal for him. Where- 
as, it were to be wiſhed, that they ſhould be general, 
and extend to the whole body of the citizens alike. 
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There is no corporation in Dublin which I reſpect 
more than the weavers. I have ever manifeſted m 
eſteem for them, as the moſt uſeful body of induſtri- 
ous men in the community. I have conſtantly recom- 
mended, for their ſakes, the uſe of their manufaQures 
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to the public. I have always wiſhed them the pro- 
tection of ſome powerful friend, who might have it 
in his power to aſſiſt their honeſt endeavours. Now 
an opportunity offe:s of gaining ſuch a friend ; a fiiend, 
who may poſſibly be able to put them upon a footing 
with the manufacturers of other countries. 

I ſhould be ſorry, therefore, that theſe honeſt men 
ſhould be caught meerly by words. I know the cant, 
trading man, fellow citizens, trading city, and ſuch 
like unmeaning phraſes, are made uſe of by crafty, 
ſwaddling orators in politics, to, lead people aſtray. 
What is very provoking, theſe popular demagogues, 
have neither the eloquence of a Malone, a Hutcheſon, 
or a Flood, nor ſcarce the learning of a ſchool-boy ; 
and yet by a kind of enthuſiaſtic jargon, they perſuade 
ſome to act diametrically oppoſite to ſenſe and reaſon. 
I ſhall, therefore, upon this occaſion, apply an old fa- 
ble, which I have met with ſomewhere. 

A man once had an aſs, which by his ſlowneſs of 
foot, he found to be unfit for expedition in performing 
journies. He was therefore reſolved to buy a horſe, 
as being more fit for his purpoſe in travelling, and to 
put his aſs to works of drudgery. The aſs perceived 
his maſter's intention, and thus addreſſed him, Have 
I not always, fir, been a faithful ſervant? IJ re- 
“ queſt, therefore, you will not get a horſe, for then 
* 1 ſhall be deſpiſed; but purchaſe another aſs, and 
* we will between us endeavour to do you the ſer- 
« vice of a horſe.” 
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Prout cuique libido eſt. 

Siccat, inæ qualis calices conviva ſolutus © 

Legibus inſanis ; ſeu quis capit acria fortis 

Pocula ; feu modicis wweſeit lætius. Ergo 
'Serms 0 itur Hos. 


Lach perſon there may drink, and fill 
As much, or little, as he will, 
Exempted from the bedlam :ules 

Of roaring prodigab and fools : 
Whether, in merry mood or whim 
He takes a bumper to the brim, 

Or, better pleas'd to let it paſs, 
Grows mellow with a ſcanty glaſs. 


N a former ſpeculation, Numb. 114, I gave my 
readers ſome account of my being at Barnacle- 
Hall, the ſeat of my old friend. I believe I broke 
off my narration juſt where the cloth was taken a- 
way, and the Colonel, the Parſon, and I were fat 


down to take a bottle of exceeding good old claret. 
After having diſpatched many loyal toaſts, ſuch as 
the King, Queen, and royal family, and drank the 


Lord Lieutenant, &c. our worthy hoſt filled his glaſs: 
Come, gentlemen,” ſays he, I will give you a 
* toaſt. Here is proſperity to the city of Dublin, and 
* ſucceſs to the Marquis of KILDARE. I have long 
* known the illuſtrious family of that young noble- 
man.. His anceſtors have ever been good and loyal 
ſubjeQs, friends to our conſtitution, both in church 
and fate; and above all, have ever been moſt zea- 
louſly attached to the true intereſt of their native 
country. They have been always true patriots, 
Mr. Wagſtaffe; they have ever been ready to _ 
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« fice their lives in the glotious cauſe of liberty; and, 
© as Mr. Addiſon fays, | 
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« Nor thought the golden prize too dearly bought.” 


© It gives me vaſlt pleaſure, therefore, that ſo many of 
the corporations of our great metropolis, have in- 
© vited him to repreſent them in parliantent. He is 
© the firſt commoner in Ireland in point of rank, and 
therefore the fitteſt, in that reſpe&, to repreſent the 
* firſt city of a great kingdom. His exalted charac- 
© ter in life, and his vaſt fortune, ſet him above even 
the temptation of corruption; and above all, the 
* precepts and example of his great father, will ever 
* cauſe him to adhere moſt ſtedfaſtly to the true in- 
© tereſt of his country.” * How comes it then, fir,” 
ſays the clergyman, “that the weavers of Dublin, of 
« whom you run into ſuch raptures before dinner, 
„have not yet addreſſed his lordſhip?” © They are 
+ deluded, fir, replies the Colonel; © they are cozen'd 
and cheated, by the artful inſinuations of crafty, 
* ſelf-defigning men, who lead them aſtray by falſe 
+ arguments. Fellows, (who by conſtantly dinging a 
* trite rhapſody of unmeaning jargon into their ears 
in their hall; and frighting them with ſprights and 
hobgoblins (like children in the Freeman's Journal, 
want to make a property of them. A faction of 
obſcure men, hi very principle is Dissens10N, 
whoſe ſole aim is to keep their fellow-citizens in 
leading ſtrings, have the impudence to cry wh—re 
firſt, and ſay, that the duke wants to make a bo- 
rough of their city. But Mr. Wagſtaffe has an- 
ſwered that very fully in the Batchelor. Am I not 
right in what [ ſay, Mr. Wagſtaffe ?? 4 You cer- 
tainly are, fir,” replied I: * but theſe fellows, 
{© when they found that all oppoſition to the Mar- 
* quis was vain, they were reſolved to try what 
+ throwing dirt and ſcurrility would da. They were 
in hopes, that by means of low ſcandal and abuſe, 
the friends of the Marquis would drop the election, 
** and then they had the ball at their foot. They 
3 * went 
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went upon the maxim of the ſloven, as Swift 


* ſays, 
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* Thus, when a greedy floven once has thrown 
His ſnot into the meſs; "tis all his own. 


But the Marquis's friends ſaw through their poor 
ſtratagem, and laughed at their folly. hey 


juſtly conſidered, that according to the fame 
author, 


« The moſt effetual way to baulk 
« Their malice is to let them talk, 


They had the inſolence to aſſert in that black d 
paper, which they keep up at St. Owen's-Arch, 
that there was a ſcheme on foot to recall Wilkes 
to ſtand candidate for Dublin, and that I was at 
the bottom of it. For my part, I never deſire to 
ſee another exile, or fellow returned from tranſpor- 
tation, made a member of our legiſlature. I would 
as ſoon leave a noted thief to watch my houſe, as 
[ would entruſt a man to make laws for me, who 
had been expelled his country for wicked, ſeditious, 
and illegal practices.“ 
Gentlemen, ſay the Divine, there is one 
thing which appears very unaccountable to me, in 
the conduct of thoſe corporations who have not 
yet addreſſed the Marquis; and that is, The city 
of Dublin, as well as the reſt of the kingdom, ſeems 
very deſirous of having the ſeptennial bill: now, 
ſurely the moſt effeQual method of obtaining that, 
(or indeed any other fayour) is by ſending the man 
of the greateſt power, weight, and influence, they 
can find, into the houſe. It is to be ſuppoſed that 
any private perfon or perſons can ſo powerfully 
ſerve his country. in that, or in any other reſpect, 
as the heir apparent of that illuſtrious houſe. Is 
rot his Grace the Duke of Leinſter a nobleman, 
not only highly reſpected and beloved for his many 
vittues, but has he not alfo great connections and 
| © alliances 
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« alliances in both kingdoms ? Is he not a man of 
« yaſt: intereſt.” which he ever has, and I dare anſwer 
« for it, ever will employ for-the good of his coun- 
« try? Let us conſider his conduct in government, 
„ „hen a Lord Juſtice: with what grandeur and 
« dignity ; with what juſtice, humanity, and good- 
*« neſs, did he ſupport the rank of that exalted ſtation? 
„His ſumptuous manner of living, equalled that of a 
„ yiceroy ; his affability and courteous behaviour, 
© refenibled that of a private man. That he ſcorns 
all lucrative employments, we have demonſtration 
his ſpirit is too noble to be fettered by ſuch paultry 
© conſiderations, from the free power of ſerving his 
friends, or his country; Now, is it not amazing, 
„that any of the free electors of Dublin, ſhould belt 
« tate a ſingle minute to join their fellow citizens in 
** inviting the ſon of this great man; where the ho- 
„ nour will be mutual, and the advantage entirely 
„ theirs? Beſides, as his lordſhip will certainly carry 
« the election, (in caſe any private man ſhould be mad 
«enough to oppoſe him,) by a vaſt majority ; I 
« ſhould be very ſorry that ſo uſeful and induſtrious a 
* body of men, as the weavers, ſhould not intitle 
e themſelves to a ſhare of his lordſhip's friendſhip and 
protection.“ The Colonel, who had been uſed 
ſometimes to ſleep in church, at a long ſermon, now 
ſancied the parſon in the pulpit, and began to doze. 
The Doctor, when he perceived the Colonel nodding, 
ſtopt his harangue, at which our hoſt awaked, and 
rubbing his eyes, ſaid, * I think, Doctor, you had 
better write a ſpeculation on this ſubject, and give it 
to my friend Wagſtaffe for his Batchelor.” © Sir,” 
replies the parſon, with the greateſt modeſly, © Mr. 
« Wagltaffe is a great favourite of the public, and his 
*« ſpeculations are much liked by the town. And 
** tho' ſome people have been pleaſed to attribute ſe- 
« yveral of them to me, yet I aſſure you, I never at- 
** tempted any thing in that way, as 1 deſpaired of 
* rivalling a writer whoſe reputation is ſo well eſtab- 


« liſhed.” 5 
K 4 I thank- 
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I thanked him for his very polite compliment, and 
aſſured him, that all my inotive in writing was to a- 
muſe myſelf, and divert the public. That if they 
were ſo good as to accept my humble endeavours to 
pleaſe them, I was amply rewarded for my pains. It 
is true, I have the higheſt regard for the city of Duh: 


lin, and from that motive alone, I would moſt earneſt- forge 
ly recommend it to the worthy citizens, to concur impa 
unanimouſly in purſuing their common intereſt, to ſtifle wher 
all rancour and prejudice of party, and to look bis 
upon any man as a common enemy, who would 2 
ſtrive to kindle Diss ENT amongſt them. I have N 
alſo a vaſt reſpect for the antient and noble houſe of king. 
KILDARE, whoſe foundation is built upon the ſolid {MW ** ** 
baſis of real patriotic virtue, cemented by fortitude wy 
and princely generoſity : nor ſhould I be ſo ſtrenuous 2 
an advocate for the Marquis to my fellow citizens, this 
if I knew a better man in the kingdom than his father, my 
or one who, upon all occaſions, is more ready to do ores 
it good. ther 
ſtru 
8 rs wer 
| of t 
From the Mercury in Parliament-ftreet. par! 
6 
To the Freemen of the city of Dublin, ple: 
yea 
Quere Whether on a vacancy for a repreſentative, Ma 
it be the intereſt of the city of Dublin to chufe a per- day 
ſon of the firſt weight and conſequence in the different a 
branches of the legiſlature, or one of no intereſt of car 
connections? the 
Quere. Whether it would appear becoming in the Pet 
citizens of Dublin to prefer a man of yeſterday, the the 
deſcendant of aliens, and the younger branch of ſuch : 
a ſtock, to the heir apparent of the firſt, and moſt no- Lo 
ble family this nation boaſts of ; whoſe line of an- te 
ceſtors, for ſeveral centuries paſt, have withſtood fo 
every miniſterial tyrant, who dared to attempt en- 
faving or oppreſſing this kingdom; whoſe patriotic : 
father ſpends one of the largeſt fortunes in this coun- 0 
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try amongſt its induſtrious inhabitants, thereby en- 
couraging the cultivation of the ſciences; and liberal 
arts; and whoſe illuſtrious, powerful connections, 
ſecond and ſtrengthen his princely, difintereſted ef- 
forts ? 

Quere Could the city of Dublin, with propriety, 
forget the Duke of LeinsTer's active, ſpirited and 
impartial diſcharge of his duty, as a Lord Juſtice, 
when in that high ſtation, or more recent marks of 
his regard conferred on them by that generous peer ? 

Quere Should his late ſpirited and indignant reſig- 
nation of one of the greateſt appointments in this 
kingdom, on his apprehenſion of meaſures being taken 
to the prejudice of his native country, be paſſed over 
unnoticed by the citizens of Dublin? | 5 

Juere r 15 it not commendable in the artificers of 
this city to remember, with gratitude, the vaſt ſums of 
money, which his- Grace (while at the head of the 
ordinance of Ireland) cauſed to be expended among 
them, by the. caſting of cannon and ſmall arms, con- 
ſtructing of pontoons, tents, carriages, &c. &c, which 
were formerly imported, ro the great diſadvantage 
of this kingdom in general, and the city of Dublin in 
particular ?- ON | 

Quere: Should not the citizens of Dublin, with 
pleaſure, remember his firm, patriotic conduct in the 
year 1753, when he boldly and ſingly addreſſed, even 
Majeſty itſelf, againſt _ the. evil . miniſters of thoſe 
days ? | 
2 ]s it not faQtious; as well as inſolent, in any 
candidate or his underlings, to calumniate the bulk of 
the corporations, for being ſo free as to point out the 
perſon, in their opinions, the moſt proper to repreſent 
them in parliament ? 

Quere Is it not unjuſt and ungenerous to pre- 


judge the conduct of any perſon, as has been done, in 


relation to the Marquis of KI LD ARE, by the ſcriblers 

for the bank. 
Quere Have not the citizens of Weſtminſter, (a 
art of the metropolis of Great-Britain,) thought, and. 
und it their intereſt, to _ as their repreſentatives 
| 5 in 


202 The BATCHELOR. No. 118 


in parliament, the heirs apparent of two noble fam; 
lies; in the ſons of the Duke of par? 
Lord ro fie e of Northumberland and 
vere : What advantages can this city ex 

a man, who has neither e N 
intereſt, connections, or perſonal abilities to "IK 
him ? Had we not former inſtances of ſuch repreſen- 
tatives, and what were the conſequences ? 

Quere. Muſt not a banker, in parliament, be obe- 
dient to the nod of government, or deftroy himſelf; 
and muſt not the only connection he has in the houſe 
enflave, or endanger him the more ; of which have 
we not had very modern and ftriking inſtances within 
our walls ? 

Quere: Can it be expected, that ſuch a man as 1 
have laſt pointed out, will (if elected) give any aſſiſt- 
ance or weight to our preſent worthy member; may 
we not rather fear, from ſome parjicular circumſtan- 
ces, that they will never draw together ? And have 
we not reaſon to expect the contrary on a choice of 


the Marquis? 


4 — 
— — . is di arripe turbd ; 
Aut ab adaritid, aut miſer ambitione laborat. 

Hox. 


Take me a man, at venture, from the crowd, 
And he's ambitious, covetous, or proud. 


A HE great Tully, whoſe political writing 
a breathe nothing but a true ſpirit of liberty, 


tells. us, “ that it is the part of a private citizen, to 
live upon equal terms with his fellow citizens, nei- 
* ther to be too ſubmiſſive, nor abjeQ in his beha- 
#* yiour ; nor, on the contrary, to puff himſelf up: 
and at the ſame time, to ſtudy thoſe honeſt things, 
« which 
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« which make for the peace and tranquility of the 
« common weal.” Such a one, he calls a Good. 
Citizen ; and I think, in this light we ſhould view 
the worthy candidate, who, at the deſire of his fel- 
low citizens, immediately preferred. the public good to 
his own private advantage. He has acted upon noble 
principles from the very beginning, as he all along de- 
clared, that if a more worthy perſon ſhould offer, as a 
candidate, he was ready to decline it. He juſtly diſ- 
dained to give way to a private fellow citizen, whom 
he knew to be in no reſpect qualified for that impor- 
tant truſt, He was conſcious of his own ſuperiority 
in every point, whatever, to his fellow candidate ; 
nor was it a duty incumbent on him, to quit his pre- 
tenſions in favour of a man whoſe talents were inferior 
to his own. He ſaw, that his 2 Doo had never 
ſewn the leaſt glimmerings of abilities which ought 
to render him the object of the city's choice. He ne- 
ver even attempted to addreſs. his fellow citizens in 
their halls, to ſhew he would not be meerly a dumb 
cypher. But when. the powerful heir of the great 
Duxe of LeinsTER was invited by ſo confiderable a 
body of the city of Dublin, Mr. Green, like a good 
citizen, and a man of ſenſe, who had the true intereſt 
of the public at heart, did not heſitate to join his fel- 
low citizens to chooſe this illuſtrious commoner, who 
could moſt effeQually do vaſt ſervice to the city, 
From this generous, diſintereſted conduct of Mr. 
Green, on this, as well as upon other occaſions, I 
think he has ſhewn himſelf more worthy of the fa. 
your of the city of Dublin, upon any future oppor- 
tunity, than he has done, who obſtinately perſiſts in a 
fruitleſs oppoſition, with no other view than to give 
vexation and trouble. 

Though I look upon Mr. L***”'s abilities to be 
very confined, yet ſurely in the buſineſs of calculation, 
he cannot be entirely ignorant. Now, let him only 
calculate what an immenſe loſs, his oppoſition to the 
Marquis will be to this city, and the whole kingdom. 
How many induſtrious men in all ſorts of buſineſs, 
will be kept idle, by his ſtanding a conteſted * ? 

et 
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Let him conſider, that the loſs of their time, is the 
loſs of ſo much money to his country. But he re- 
gard this little, as it is the intereſt of bankers that 
the kingdom ſhould be poor. This, however, ſavouis 
{omewhat of ingratitude, for a man who has made 
his fortune entirely by the public, ſhould have ſome 
little regard for the public. 

The reſtleſs ambition of obſcure men, has ever 
been a curſe to every free ſtate. . This prompted 
Cataline to attempt the deſtruction of his country. 
This incited Cromwell to overturn the religion and 
conſtitution of England. The fame pernicious aſpit- 
ing temper at preſent ſtirs up a ſeditious ting par- 
ty, to embroil the city of Dublin in faction; to cauſe 
riot and idleneſs amongſt the inhabitants; and all this, 
to anſwer no other end but to ſhew their ſpleen and 
impotent malice. We can in this oppoſition plainly 
diſcover the gall of a certain ſet of people, remarkable 
for promoting faction, particularly in this city, whoſe 
characteriſtic is uncharitableneſs, inſomuch, that the 
children of many honeſt citizens are at this day the 
unhappy victims of their vindictive, unforgiving tem- 
per. What other cauſe, but this, can be aſſigned for 
their ſetting up a man of neither family, parts, learn- 
ing, elocution. knowledge, or experience; in oppoſi- 
tion to a nobleman of the firſt intereſt, as well as rank 
in the kingdom ? 

They alledge in their excuſe, that he is a citizen : 
ſo is the Marquis, if to have drawn his firſt breath in 
the city of Dublin entitles him to be a citizen. He 
has alſo had more diſtinguiſhed marks of favour from 
his fellow citizens, than any other man ever had. He 
has not only had the freedom of the city moſt gene- 
rouſly preſented to him in a gold-box, but alſo the 
freedom of many of the corporations conferred upon 
his lordſhip, with the particular emblems of their 
ſeveral guilds. Should not then every freeman of 
Dublin pride himſelf upon returning ſuch a citizen 
into parliament? 

I moſt heartily wiſh, that the great Swift were now 
alive, and in the fame vigour of mind and boogy as 
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when the weavers uſed to follow him through the 
Liberties. He would ſoon /till the rage and maneſ; 
of the people. He would quickly overthrow the tables of 
ihe money changers. His works, however, ate immor- 
tal, tho' many are now too regardleſs of his.precepts. 
One would really imagine he had a kind of fore- 
knowledge of our preſent aſpiring banker's pre- 
ſumption, as nothing can be more appoſite than theſe 


lines : 


*© Rais'd up, on Hope's aſpiring plumes, 
„The young advent'rer o'er the deep, 

« An eagle's flight and ftate aſſumes, 
And ſcorns the middle way to keep. 


% On paper wings he takes his flight, 
„With wax the father bound them faſt ; 

The wax is melted by the height, 
And don the tow'ring boy is caſt.” 


I would therefore adviſe this young adventurer, not 
to truſt to his paper-wings too far. He who now 
attempts the towering flight of an eagle, may ſhare 
the fate of the jay in the fable, if the birds ſhould 
make a demand of their own feathers. 

But laying aſide all conſiderations of private advan- 
tage or intereſt, ſhonld not a man, who is conſcious of 
his own inability in every reſpect, to be of any advan- 
tage to this city in parliament, ſhould he not give 
place to one whoſe rank, and powerful connections, 
enable him to procure to his conſtituents, every thing 
which they in reaſon can expect. Or if he ſhould 
{ill obſtinately perſiſt in his Quixotiſm, which may 
be the effects of his inexperience, what ſhall we fay 
of thoſe veterans who knowingly oppoſe the real in- 
tereſt of their city and country, through a wicked 
principle of party zeal ? Let them, with ſhame and 
— remember the year FIFTY- THREE, 


when the Duke of Leinſter had the courage and ſpi- 
it to addreſs the head fountain of power, for a re- 


dreſs of their grievances. Would the whole city of 
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Dublin have ventured to do, what uE fngly did} 
and yet now, O ſhame and reproach to your city, the 
eldeſt ſon of this great defender of the liberties of hi 
country, ſhall meet with oppoſition from ſome of 
thoſe very people whoſe cauſe he then ſo nobly 
pleaded. 

'They themſelves do not even pretend to fay that 
Mr. L*#*** js a proper perſon to repreſent this city, 
in point of abilities, hat can he have then te re- 
commend him as a candidate ? Surely he is deficient 
in every Other requiſite which might render him uſe- 
ful. If Mr. L**** had vaft powers of ſpeech, he 
might claim ſome pretenſions, but thoſe he does not 
pretend to; or were he even poſſeſſed of the elo- 
quence of Malone, Flood, or Hutcheſon, could he 
procure ſo much good to this city as the Marquis 
will be able to do ? It can never be preſumed that a 
man bred up entirely to trade, will ever be a perfeQ 
orator ; whereas, we may have ſtrong expectations 
from a young nobleman, who, from a conſciouſneſs 
that he will one day be a member of the moſt auguſt 
aſſemblies in Europe, I mean, the houſes of lords of 
England and Ireland, will certainly take the proper 
means to improve himſelf in eloquence: whilſt a 
young man in trade is buſted about the difference of 
exchange, his lordſhip will be employed in acquir- 
ing a knowledge of the laws and conſtitution 
his country. * 
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for its advantage. Even when that helliſk project 
was on foot to ruin this kingdom, by an inundation 
of baſe copper, (to their everlaſting infamy be it 
ſpoken) did not many even of the natives of Ireland, 
allured by the promiſes of that curſed hard- ware man, 
join even in the deſtruction of themſelves and their 
poſterity ? Ireland was then very near the criſis of her 
fate, and muſt inevitably have periſhed, if not reſcued 
by the wonderful talents of one man : 


Unus qui ſcribendo nobis reſtituit rem. 


He alone, by writing, fav'd the common weal. 


Now though my abilities are by no means equal to 
his, yet are my inclinations full as ſtrong, to ſet my 
worthy fellow-citizens of Dublin right in ſome points, 
which are at preſent of the utmoſt conſequence to 
them. It matters not to them whether the deſtroyer 
be a dealer in braſs or in paper; for he who obſtructs 
the real intereſt of the community, 1s certainly an 
enemy, as well as he who offers an injury to it. This 
is the caſe at this very time. 

Mr. Latouche, upon the death of the late Recorder, 
declared himſelf a candidate for the ſeat in parlia- 
ment. Some people, (not knowing that he was to 
have any antagoniſt, except Mr. Green) unwarily 
promiſed to vote for him. I have heard even ſeve- 
ral of them declare at the fame time, that they by no 
means thought him a very proper perſon for that im- 
portant truſt, and wiſhed that ſome man more equal 
to it, had ſet up. At length the moſt noble the Mar- 
quis of Kildare, upon the invitation of fixteen corpo- 
rations, and a numerous body of the free eleQors, de- 
clared himſelf a candidate. It was then the general 
opinion that Mr .Latouche, like a good citizen, would 
have immediately given way to a man, in every re- 
ſpect ſo much better qualified than himſelf, He 
muſt, one would imagine, have been conſcious of his 
own want of conſequence ſufficient to be uſeful to his 

Con- 
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conſtituents, either with government, or in a houſe 9 behalf. 
commons. | Or ſucl 
This gentleman, who can never be more than M;c& me 
meer cypher if returned, 1s endeayouring to prevent poſſible 
the election of the only man in the kingdom who hure th 
it in his power to do immenſe. good to this city Cend to 
any man in conſcience think himſelf bound by amis pill 
engagement, to vote for L.? No, ſurely, n vater, 
Chriſtian divine, no moral philoſopher, will tell uM-11- « 
that we are obliged by ſuch a promiſe. Tully Mut the 
preſsly tells us, we are bound by no promise durer 
50 whereby the PuBLIcC may be injured.” Tha rivileg 
noted maxim of his ever was, and ever will be, 4M:lves b. 
lowed as a certain truth, that wwe ſhould not fland Mebar t 
any promiſe into which ae have been deceived, NowWught | 
if in our private dealings, we are not tied by raſh, ihe exar 
conſiderate promiſes of this kind, how much leſs itizens 
we held by them, where the keeping of them willf® (nfib 
manifeſtly injure our country, or our city. J wil 
A freeman voting at an election, ſhould confideMools or 
himſelf as a truſtee for the public; and that if Meman, 
gives his voice to a man who is incapable of fulfillin ry? W 
the truſt repoſed in him, in preference to one who hi ome a £ 
both power and inclination to ſer ve his country, he Me to juc 
betraying the cauſe of the public. Next to our dutyſWromiſes 
to God, is our duty to our country; he who is def Rlls us, 
cient in the latter, is but a hypocrite in the forme r ir; 
Now, I do inſiſt upon it, that no haſty engagement ant, 9. 
contrary to the good of our country, which we maſſhiſes, th 
have been led into through ignorance, folly, or wan the 
of conſideration, are binding upon us; nor can inſhore th; 
any wiſe atone for that duty which we owe to ourſſhiſed. 
country. Now 
Whoever is properly acquainted with the real ſitua e Libe: 
tion of this kingdom, muſt acknowledge, that it diffÞſr. L* 
fers from that of every other country in Europelſſie to ſel 
We are in the general ſtrangely miſrepreſented ; waſſherly gr: 
have but few friends who are able to ſerve us. Ouiſngs wo! 


induſtrious manufacturers are debarred of many adFerhaps, 
yantages, ſor want of ſome powerful advocate in thenfourſelye 
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behalf, Is it not their buſineſs, then, to look out 
for ſuch a one; to conciliate his friendſhip by all ho- 
neſt means, and to inveſt him with as much power as 
poſſible, to enable him the more effectually to pro- 


ure them thoſe advantages. Can Mr. L**** pre- 
Fiend, or advocate? Though 


vater, yet I am fure his application in behalf of his 
ellow citizens, would be proteſted. On whom then, 
put the Duxe of LeixsTEeR, can our woollen manu- 
aQuurers ever caſt their eyes to obtain for them any 
rivileges or favours ? Should they then think them- 
elves bound by any promiſes whatever, which can 
lebar them and their country of theſe benefits? 
Dught they not to infiſt upon Mr. L**** following 
he example of Mr. Green ? Shall he tell the free 
itizens of this great metropolis, © Gentlemen, I am 
* ſenſible the Pole wats. ſerve ye, and I cannot, but 
J will hold ye to your engagements.” Were ye 
vols or mad enough to return him, would this gen- 
leman, think ye, conſult entirely the good of his coun- 
ry? Will any man after he gets into the houſe, be- 
ome a greater patriot than he was before? I will leave 
e to judge whether it is fair or honeſt to hold ye to 
romiſes made to your own diſadvantage. Tully 
Ils us, Nec areal igitur ſervanda ſunt ea, que 
nt its quibus promiſeris inutilia: nec fi plus tibi no- 
ant, quam illi profint, cut promiſeris : Thoſe pro- 
iſes, therefore, are not to be kept which are uſeleſs 
the perſon promiſed ; nor if they hurt you, 
by than they ſerve him to whom you have pro- 
ned. 
Now I think it is pretty plain, that the people in 
ie Liberties, at leaſt, will ſuffer more by voting for 
Ir. L, than he can poſſibly gain by it, were 
e to ſell himſelf ever ſo well. The privilege for- 
erly granted to mariners, of each taking forty ſhil- 
ngs worth of woollen goods from this port, may, 


Perhaps, be again reſtored, if ye be not wanting to 


ourſelves, my fellow citizens; if ye do not openly 
fly 
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conſtituents, either with government, or in a houſe of 
commons. 

This gentleman, who can never be more than x 
meer cypher if returned, is endeayouring to prevent 
the election of the only man in the kingdom who has 
it in his power to do immenſe. good to this city Can 
any man in conſcience think himſelf bound by any 
engagement, to vote for LI? No, ſurely, no 
Chriſtian divine, no moral philoſopher, will tell us, 
that we are obliged by ſuch a promiſe. Tully ex- 
preſsly tells us, we are bound by no promiſe, 
* whereby the PuBL1c may be injured.” That 
noted maxim of his ever was, and ever will be, al- 
lowed as a certain truth, that awe ſhould not land ty 
any promiſe into which aue bade been deceived, Now, 
if in our private dealings, we are not tied by raſh, in- 
conſiderate promiſes of this kind, how much leſs are 
we held by them, where the keeping of them will 
manifeſtly injure our country, or our city. 

A freeman voting at an election, ſhould conſider 
himſelf as a truſtee for the public; and that if he 
gives his voice to a man who 1s incapable of fulfilling 
the truſt repoſed in him, in preference to one who has 
both power and inclination to ſerve his country, he is 
betraying the cauſe of the public. Next to our duty 
to God, is our duty to our country ; he who is defi- 
cient in the latter, is but a hypocrite in the former, 
Now, I do inſiſt upon it, that no haſty engagements, 
contrary to the good of our country, which we may 
have been led into through ignorance, folly, or want 
of conſideration, are binding upon us; nor can in 
any Wiſe atone for that duty which we owe to our 
country. 

Whoever is properly acquainted with the real fitua- 
tion of this kingdom, muſt acknowledge, that it dit- 
fers from that of every other country in Europe. 
We are in the general ſtrangely miſrepreſented ; we 
have bat few friends who are able to ſerve us. Our 
induſtrious manufacturers are debarred of many ad- 


yantages, ſor want of ſome powerful advocate in their 
behalf, 
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behalf. Is it not their buſineſs, then, to look out 
for ſuch a one; to conciliate his friendſhip by all ho- 
neſt means, and to inveſt him with as much power as 
poſſible, to enable him the more effectually to pro- 
cure. them thoſe advantages. Can Mr. L**** pre- 
tend to be this powerful friend, or advocate ? Though 
his bill may paſs for money on the other fide of the 
water, yet I am fure his application in behalf of his 
fellow citizens, would be proteſted. On whom then, 
but the Duxs of LeixsTer, can our woollen manu- 
faQurers ever caſt their eyes to obtain for them any 
privileges or favours ? Should they then thmk them- 
telves bound by any promiſes whatever, which can 
debar them and their country of theſe benefits ? 
Ought they not to infiſt upon Mr. L.“ following 
the example of Mr. Green ? Shall he tell the free 
citizens of this great metropolis, ** Gentlemen, I am 
* ſenſible the Lacan ſerve ye, and I cannot, but 
* I will hold ye to your engagements.” Were ye 
fools or mad enough to return him, would this gen- 
tleman, think ye, conſult entirely the good of his coun- 
try? Will any man after he gets into the houſe, be- 
come a greater patriot than he was before? I will leave 
ye to judge whether it is fair or honeſt to hold by to 
promiſes made to your own diſadvantage. ully 
tells us, Nec — igitur ſervanda ſunt ea, que 


ſunt iis quibus promiſeris inutilia : nec fi plus tibi no- 


ceant, quam illi profint, cus promiſeris : Thoſe pro- 
miſes, therefore, are not to be kept which are uſeleſs 
to the perſon promiſed ; nor if they hurt you, 
wh than they ſerve him to whom you have pro- 
miled. 

Now I think it is pretty plain, that the people in 
the Liberties, at leaſt, will fer more by voting for 
Mr, L***®, than he can poſſibly gain by it, were 
he to ſell himſelf ever ſo well. The privilege for- 
merly granted to mariners, of each taking forty ſhil- 
ings worth of woollen goods from this port, may, 
perhaps, be again reſtored, if ye be not wanting to 
yourſelves, my fellow citizens; if ye do not openly 


fly 
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fly in the face of the only man who is able and wil. 
ling to do you good. The opportunity now offers, 
of procuring happineſs to yourſelves and your poſteri- 
ty. Should ye let it flip, ye will have no other. fatiz- 


0. I 20, 


comiles 
et this n 
heſe pro! 
ff them 1 


taction than that of curſing the author of your mis- Next 
fortunes, and blaming yourſelves for adhering tog apts 
ſtrictly to the nice punctilios of henour, contrary to 3 
all ſenſe and reaſon. agemen 
As | have no other motive in writing, but for your {M7 . 
good, I requeſt therefore that ye will liſten to the Fa” 


dictates both of reaſon and religion. Let the Mar- 


quis be the object of your preſent choice. Your city ntecede 


and your country call aloud for him. Look upon.” © 
him as your guardian, your protector, and your friend, ton 
Try him this once, and if he ſhould fail your expec- nd ſelf. 
tations, ye have your remedy on a future occaſion and 
J would regard my promiſe as religiouſly as any man, end to! 
where I only can be a ſufferer by keeping it, or where on and 
a prior obligation, ſuch as my duty to my country, hat 1 
does not forbid it : but let no man ever go about to * 5 


perſuade me, that I ever am bound by any raſh en- 
gagements, which are manifeſtly repugnant to the 
good of that ſociety of which Jam a member. I 
ſhould not only reckon that man my foe, but an enemy 
to mankind, 
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ircumt 

| ircumſ 

Preflare fateor poſſe me tacitam fidem as * 
Si ſcelere cureat : interim ſcelus eſi fides, 861. 5 


What I have promis'd, I own, I can perform, it. they 
there's no crime in't: ſometimes 'tis a crime to 
keep one's promiſe. 


S ſome of my worthy fellow citizens are pte - “Z 
vented, at this time, from purſuing the true in- onditit 
tereſt of their country, by having entered into raf 
promiſes ; 


0. 120. The BATCHELOR. 211 


comiſes ; I ſhall endeavour, as well as I am able to 
et this matter in a clear light, and to ſhew them that 
heſe promiſes are not binding : nay, that the keeping 
them is unjuſt and e 
Next to our duty to the Almighty, our duty to our 
ountry is the ſtrongeſt upon us. Nothing whatſo- 
yer can juſtify the breach of it. It is a prior en- 
gement upon us before all other earthly ones. Our 
uty to individuals, is but inferior and ſubſequent to 
hat: conſequently, where theſe two duties happen, 
claſh, the leſſer muſt give way to the greater; the 
ntecedent duty muſt take place of the ſubſequent. 


lo, I 29, 


nd wil. 
offer, 
poſteri. 
er ſatig- 
ur mis- 
ng tog 
Tary to 


F Your 
to the 
e Mar- 


ur cit bi 

: — ow, every man certainly lies under an * ob- 
friend igation from nature, as well as from ſelf- preſer vation, 
expec- 1nd ſelf-intereſt, to do all the good he can to his coun- 


cafion Y and by no means to do any thing which may 
y man, end to its prejudice. This is the voice both of rea- 
where en and religion. Will any man then pretend to ſay, 
hat | am bound by any promiſe whereby the good 


 untry, WW” 1 y the 
od pf my country is obſtructed, nay, where it will ſuf- 
aſh en- We conſiderably by my keeping that promiſe ? All 
to the W072] writers tell us, we are not holden by any raſh 


r inconſiderate engagements, which tend to the hurt 

of the public. ully poſitively affirms, th4t there 

ore times in which tis worthy of a juſt man not to 

eep his promiſe ; and particularly mentions, where the 
pod of the public is concerned, 

A man, at the time he makes a promiſe to a parti- 

ular perſon, may not have conſidered every poſſible 

ircumſtance which may happen. Therefore, as the 

— 'n/tances of things alter, the things themſelves al- 

er. This Seneca tells us: Then ſhall I break my 

* bord, ſays he, then ſhall I be juſlly charged with le- 

, ff, when all things continue in the ſame poſture, 

-m, if they 2vere at the time of my promiſe, Ido not perform 

me tal. For if there be any ALTER AT10N in the circum- 

ance of the affair, it gives me a LIBER T to deter- 

mine A-NEW, and diſcharges me from my former obli- 

e pte · Nation. All things ſhould be in the very ſame flate and 

ue in · ¶ondition they were in when I promiſed you, if cu 


er. [ 
enemy 
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«would hade me to keep my word.——Can any thing he 
ſtronger, or more to the point, than this, in the pre. 
ſent ſituation of affairs? Many n 
inconſiderately promiſed their votes to Mr. L—— 
upon this election. They did not at that time knoy 
that the Marquis of Kildare would ſet up; for I an 
_ if they had, they never would have engaged i 

r. 

The promiſe, therefore, to Mr. L , Could, 
in its own nature, be no more than conDITIONat, 
and of courſe may be recalled at pleaſure. It cer. 
tainly was upon a ſtrong preſumption, that no tie 
man than him, would declare himielf candidate, and 
then people might as well vote for him as for any per- 
ſon upon the fame level. Grotius, who was as nice 
in this point as any writer, ſays, that all promiſes cen. 
tain @ tacit condition. Now I am very certain, 
that no man, at the time of his promiſing Mr, 
L „ imagined the Marquis to be in the quel- 
tion. 

But I ſhall quote an authority higher than all theſe 
upon the preſent point, which I believe no citizen ol 
Dublin will diſpute : I mean the great author of th 
Draper's Letters. In the year 1733; upon the va 
cancy in parliament for this city, occaſioned by the 
death of Alderman Burton, Humphry French, th 
good Lord Mayor, and Alderman John Macatel, 
were the candidates. Swift, well knowing the many 
virtues of that great and good man, Mr. French, 
warmly recommended him to the city, in a finali 
pamphlet, which he intitted, his Advice to the Free- 
men of Dublin, Many of tliem, it ſeems, before they 
knew his ſentiments, had unwarily engaged their votes 
againſt Mr. French. Does he recommend the keep- 
ing of thoſe engagements ? No! quite the contrary. 
Tell me not of your engagements and promiſes to another, 
ſays he : your puny + Were $1NS of INCONSI1 DER» 


ion at beſt ; and you are bound to repent and ANNUL 
them. Now, if Swift thus earneſtly inſiſts upon the 
freemen of Dublin breaking through their engagements 

and 


No. 12 
ind pro! 


tertainec 
caſe? it 
more ſo 
young 1 
DuKE 
nation? 
affirms t 
living, | 
much Tr: 
the par] 
to weal 
mpreſſ} 
thers. 
power 
who v 
known 
abroad, 
when « 
blame t 


Be n 


low cit! 
nour, « 


unlawft! 


your C 


Marqu 
cumber 


bim. 


the oth 
nothing 


ſolutel) 


the pos 


bad po 
him fre 
public. 
ye -ſhal 
conſult 
If the 


ent tO « 


0. 120. The BATCHELOR 2243 


0d promiſes, on account of the high opinion he en- 
ng befMWtertained of Mr. French, what ſhall we ſay in the preſent 
ie pte - ¶ caſe? if his reaſons were then convincing, how much 
itizem more fo are they at this very time? at a time, when a 
H Hoong man ſtands in oppoſition to the eldeſt fon of the 
know. Pure of LeinsTER And ſhall | biidle-my indig- 
r Lam nation? One of that fraternity whom Swift poſitively 
ged tofMafirms to be the ruin of the kingdom. Were he now 
living, he would tell the freemen, that they ſhould 
could, much rather ſend him to 8 8 G than into 
onal, WMlthe parliament houſe. It requires many generations 
It cer. No wear out national prejudices, or to conquer thoſe 
> fitter Mlinprefſions which we have received from our forefa- 
te, and Mthers. Many traces of a veneration for arbitrary 
1y per-WWpower will ſtill remain, even in the grandſons of thoſe 
is nice: cho were - obliged to fly from it. I have often 
ſes conMiknown many of our beſt ſubjects imported from 
-ertain, Wabroad, 9% pruna & coclena vento, not over-rejoiced 
g M. ben our enemies were defeated. But I cannot 
e que. lame them: Vincit amor patrie. 

Be not then perſuaded, my worthy friends and fel- 
| theſe low / citizens, that any little French punctilios of ho- 
zen onour, can bind you to that which is both unjuſt and 
of thefWunlawful. The good of your country, the welfare of 
the va- our city, demand that ye ſhould all vote for the 
by the Marquis. Your city has invited him, and it is in- 
ch, thefWcumbent on you to make good your engagements to 
[acarel, bim. The one, is able and willing to ſerve you; 
mami che other, wants to ſerve himſelf, The Marquis has 


*rench,{Wnothing to aſk, nor to fear; the other is not only ab- 
a ſmallWfolutely in the power of government, but is even in 
e Free- the power of private perſons. Beſides, it is really 
re they bad policy to give him a privilege which may ſkreen 
ir votes him from the laws, as it will leſſon his ſecurity to the 


e keep public. 


Aſk Swift's advice, how 


2ntrary.}W ye ſhall behave in this juncture, which ye may do by 
another, ¶ conſulting the fourth and eighth volumes of his works. 
DEN, -f the authority of that wonderful man is not ſuffici- 
ANNULYent to direct you on this eccaſion, Jeoffry Wagſtaffe, 
bon the ftom 
rements 

and 
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from this day forth, is determined to be for ever our ci 
lent as the grave. T Wand ou 


toric p 
A Peſiſcript by a Friend. 


friend, 


As the true patriotic ſentiments [tranſmitted to y 
lately in the London Chronicle of the ziſt of OQch 
laſt, ſigned by that revered name, Algernon Sidney, 


The fo 


breathe the pureſt ſpirit of rational liberty, and gl © F 
ſenſe, ſo happily tend to direct the people of Gr m con 
Britain to their trueſt intereſt, as well as honour, M will 
the approaching general election; and moſt uni rath 
{werably prove what regard any electors, high or lo a w 
ought to have to a promiſe prematurely made, or But 
fully obtained, in an affair of ſo general concern, bett 
thought I could not do my fellow citizens a more vote 
or acceptable fervice, than thus to publiſh the fe to i 
paragraphs of that excellent paper, which more pan — 
culacly relate to thoſe citizens at preſent, who ha man 
promiſed to vote, before they could well know werf thou 
to vote for, or who would offer themſelves as candM* wor 
dates for the great honour and truſt now to be diſpgſ* preſ 
ſed of: which, I hope, the honeſt and the wiſe amoi beſic 
us will well conſider, before it may be too late: Ho the | 
cogent ſoever the reaſons of that paper muſt be in oi the 
mother country, where ſeptennial parliaments “ viou 
known, the weight thereof becomes infinitely great ſhar; 
here, where the weakneſs of a conſtitution produc bar 
a longevity of parliaments. All this, I truſt, ma miti 
of my fellow citizens will maturely attend to, and i bror 
fo that the moſt noble Marquis of Kildare, now pt ©& 

oſed to us for our repreſentative, is not only our fe fere; 
low Citizen, but the ſon and grandſon of fellow ci give 
zens; the oldeſt ſon of the oldeſt, and moſt nob\M* conf 
houſe among us; whoſe great family eſtate has beg vidu 
always diſpoſed of among ourſelves, to the enriching} © trou 
and adorning us and our city, He that can dou ſing 
where he ought now to give his vote and his heanW* com 
let him conſult the annals of his country; they will © gree 
tell him to whom we are indebted, under heaven, {ol imp 
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our city, for our laws, for our religion, our liberty, 
and our very language. And I had rather the hiſ- 
toric page of my country ſhould tell all this, than their 
friend, STRONGBONIUS. 


The BATCHEL OR, 216 


The following paragraphs are extracted from the Len- 


don Chronicle, October 31ft. fol. 420. 


« Highly, however, as the conduct of the Britiſh 


« conſtituents is to be condemned in this reſpect, I 
« will nevertheleſs, kindly impute their behaviour 
« rather to weakneſs, than to corruption ; rather to 
« a want of reflection, than a want of probity.— 


« But they ought to know their own conſequence 
« hetter, and they ought to conſider the nature of a 
vote more ſeriouſly before they engage themſelves 
« to ſupport the intereſt of any particular candidate, 
Was his »wn welfare alone concerned, every 
« man would have a right to give his ſuffrage as he 
thought proper; — but when the choice of a 
« worthleſs repreſentative, not only plucks down op- 
« prefſions upon himſelf, but upon millions perhaps 
« beſides; and not only endangers the happineſs of 
the preſent age, but the ERS of all poſterity ; 
the man who votes for ſuch a candidate with a pre- 
« yious Opinion of his turpitude, is in conſcience a 
« ſharer in his crimes, and muſt be anſwerable at the 
« bar of eternal juſtice as an inſtrument in the cala- 
„ mities which the proſtitution of his voice has 
brought upon his miſerable country, 

is in reality amazing to ſee with what indif- 
« ference men of good ſenſe and upright principles 
give their votes at every general election —No 
« conſideration would induce them to injure an indi- 
% vidual in his property or perſon, but they never 
trouble themſelves about the injury which in choo- 
« ſing a repreſentative they frequently do the whole 
community: they are conſcientious to the laſt de- 
« gree in little matters, but in affairs of the greateſt 
importance they ſeem utterly unacquainted with the 
* moſt obvious dictates of honeſty, Nay ſometimes 


„ where 
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<< where they have been raſhly ſurprized into pro- 
„ miſes of ſupporting particular candidates, they 
* imagine themſelves bound in honour to commit x 
* ee ** the property of their country 
„They think that the reverence which is due to 
** their word with one man, ſhould make them perk- 
* dious to thouſands, and never recolle& that they 
ate obliged both by the law of religion and the ſer- 
© timents of reaſon to break every promiſe which iz 
*« injurious to the cauſe of juſtice, and the intereſt of 
* humanity. 

A bad promiſe is in itſelf ſufficiently criminal, 
„but the execution of it is doubly fo ; tis in fad 
doing a very wicked action, to juſtify a very fooliſh 
one, and there conſequently is a much greater ſhare 
« of virtue in violating a ſcandalous engagement than 
in fulfilling it; did a man promiſe to murder his 
«* friend, nobody would heſitate to applaud the facri 
„ fice of his word. In the ſame manner he who 
* has raſhly engaged to ſupport a candidate whom hit 
* conſcience ſecretly condemns, is praife-worthy for 
« declining the guilt of his faith; and I hope that the 
various freemen of Great-Britain, who have prema. 
*© turely bound themſelves againſt the next general 
election, will pay a proper regard to what ] have 
«© hinted on this ſubject. 


ALGERNON SIDNEY. 


See 
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Ita eft genus mulierum. Ten. 


Such is the nature of Women. 


ESTERDAY morning a pacquet of old papes 
with the following words written in the cove! 


of it, was left for me at the Mercury. : 
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« Sir, I am a Tobacconiſt in this town, and very 
« often have bundles of papers brought to me by 
% people who take ſnuff in exchange for them. I 
« now and then meet with ſome curious things. 
« Amongſt the reſt, I have picked out part of a no- 
vel in manuſcript, which I fend you. It is ſo old 
„ torn, and written in ſo crabbed a hand, that I fear 
« you will hardly be able to make any thing of it, 
« Such as it is, you have it, and if it be of any uſe 
« to your ſpeculations, it will highly pleaſe, Sir, 
„ Your moſt humble ſervant, | 
«WW. AF 


I have taken a good deal of pains to make ſome- 
thing of this old paper, as I find the general taſte to 
run ſo much upon novels; and as my readers have 
been ſo much taken up hitherto by party papers, 
this little novel will make ſome variety for their 
palates. 


The HisTory of EBLANA: 4 Nov. 


F. BLANA was a young lady of good family, and 
reputed rather handſome than otherwiſe. Her 
own family might, perhaps, have been a little partial 
to her, for many of her relations looked upon her as 
a perfect beauty. She was reckoned to be a very 
rich heireſs, and to be worth immenſe ſums of money. 
That was owing to the great appearance which ſhe 
conſtantly made, in dreſs, equipage, and furniture, 
which dazzled the eyes of the vulgar ; but in fact, it 
was more ſhow than reality. She was alſo ſomewhat 
whimfical in her 8 for if ſhe could pick up 

paper, with — a 


— — — — 6 ww ww 


2 ſhe was 
apt in the flighty mood, to think them worth a prodi- 


gious value. Notwithſtanding her little foibles, ſhe 
was poſſeſſed of many excellent qualities, and her ya- 
nity was the means of giving employment to a num- 


ber of induſtrious people, 
Vor. II. 


This - 
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This our heroine, had a vaſt train of admirers from 
time to time, who ſollicited her in marriage: ſoine 
for the ſake of her beauty and merit, and many others 
on account of her fortune. Several paid their addreſ- 
ſes to her in the moſt ardent expreſſions, that they 
were ready to ſacrifice themſelves for her, and ſwore 
they were entirely ſmitten by the radiancy of her 
bright eyes, the — _ — — 
— — Eblana liſtened with the greateſt 
coolneſs imaginable, to all their romantic ſpeeches, 
and told them, they might as well go home and mind 
their buſineſs, if they had any, for that flom intereſt, 
as well as inclination, ſhe was determined to give her 
hand to a young gentleman in the neighbourhood. 
She ſaid, ſhe and her family lay under the ſtrongeſt 
obligations to the family of the young gentleman, ſo 
that even gratitude compelled her to make choice of 
him. — 


2 — 


Hiatus walde defiendus _ — 
Madam,“ fays this young man. © you perhaps 
forget that ſome of your friends promiſed you to 
* me.“ That may very poſſibly be, fir,” replies 
Eblana, * but I know not by what right they could 
« pretend to diſpoſe of me to you, who are no fit 
* match for me, You never even attempted to make 
one handſome ſpeech to me in your lis, no, not ſo 
* much as to ſay you loved me; and if I were fool e- 
* novgh to marry you, what could I poſſibly expect to 
find in you but a — — — 
As to thoſe people who were ſo very ready to promiſe 
me to you, the beſt conſtruction I will put upon it is, 
that they were very raſh and inconſicerate. They 
might eaſily have known, that young Mr. WorThy 
* was the only match in the whole country for me. 
Damme, madam,” fays L „if I will 


give you up fo eaſily either, | will try titles with Mr. 
* WokTny, and if I cannot get you by fair means, 
*+]'ll try other methods. Iwill never bear to ſee you 
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»in the arms of ſuch a ftripling.” * Sir,” ſays ſhe, 
« | deſpiſe your vain threats, nor is there any reaſon 
I ſhould yield up my perſon and fortune to you, 
* meerly, forſooth, to make good the ill adviſed en- 
* gagements of thoſe who never at all conſidered my 
« advantage in the matter. It is plain you muſt have 
* uſed undue influence on many of them. For what 
could they ſee in your ſweet perſon, or mental ac- 
* compliſhments, to think you worthy of me. It never 
can be in your power ever to make my eſtate a whit 
better than it is at preſent ; you can't be of any the leaſt 
* uſe either to me, or my family. If you needs muſt 
have a wile, go court ſome ignorant country girl, Who 
* knows but little of the world, She will match you 


* beſt in every reſpec. _ — — 


] do not in the leaſt, fir, think myſelf bound by the 
promiſes of men, who would thus make a ſacrifice of 
me; and I affure you, if you have that regard for me, 
* which you pretend to have, you will from this day 
forth drop all pretenſions to me. 

The lady, notwithſtanding theſe peremptory in- 
junctions, is ſtill peſtered by his addrefſes. He till 
inſiſts upon promiſes, and priority of claim. Mr, 
WokrTuHY, on the other hand, acts like a gentleman, 
with all the reſpect of a man who really loves her. 
He knows he is pretty ſecure of her heart, and has 
alſo aſſured her, that if he ſhould be the happy ob- 
ject of her choice, he would make it the whole ſtudy 
of his life to make her as happy as poſſible. That 
nothing would pleaſe him ſo much, as to ſee her 
wear as good clothes as any lady whatever, and that 
her ſervants ſhould have as handſome liveries as any 


in the country. That he would promote induftry 
amongſt her tenants, and an 1 4 


I am thoroughly convinced, my dear Mr. 
* WorxTuy,' ſays Eblana, of your truth and fin- 


* cerity, and therefore moſt readily you ſhall have my 
heart and my hand; and let thoſe gentlemen who. 
L 2 have 
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have ſo readily promiſed for me, take. care for the 
* future to be a little more cautious, how they en- 
* gage for what is not in their power to perform. — 


'No. 122. 


Here it was 
fo torn I could not read it. — * 


Mr. Worthy and Eblana are now the happieſt 
couple 2 earth. His noble and generous father 
has enabled them to improve her eſtate, ſo as to 
make it appear as well as any other in the country. 
She enjoys every privilege ſhe could in reaſon wiſh 
for, and his whole ſtudy is not only to make her as 
bappy and contented as any woman upon earth, but 
alſo to diffuſe happineſs to all around him. 


'Entzana was the ancient name ef DunLiN, ſo 
called in memory of the daughter of the lord of this town, 
who -wwas drowned in croſſing the Liffey at the place 
where the Old Bridge is erected 


No. 122. Tueſday, November 17. 


O urbem wenalem cito perituram emptorem fi inve- 
neris. SALLUST. 


Oh venal city, which muſt quickly periſh if you 
find a purchaſer. 


HOEVER is at all acquainted with hiſtory, 
muſt ſee, that fince the firſt riſe of ſtates and 
empires, they have flouriſhed ſo long as virtue pre- 
vailed amongſt them; and that fo ſure as vice made 
her fatal inroads upon them, they inſtantly fell into 
decay. Rome, Athens, and Sparta, were ſtrong in- 
ſtances of this. Rome, whilſt ſhe held faſt her inte- 
grity, very juſtly held with it her power and gran- 
deur. She was miſtreſs of the world, ſo long as ſhe 
was worthy of it ; but when Punic faith, — the 

an- 
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ſtandard of Roman honeſty, ſhe then fell of courſe 
into ruin and decay | 

The principles of virtue are as neceſſary to the 
political, as temperance is to the natural body, 
Public vices are as naturally deſtructive to the one, 
as exceſs is to the other. . Luxury, prodigality, and 
a total corruption of manners in the higher rank of 
people, will undoubtedly have vaſt influence on the 
lower ſort. Their ill examples will affect the multi- 
tude ; will cauſe riot, idleneſs, and univerſal debau- 
chery. The vulgar will as naturally imitate the good 
or bad example of their betters, as we find ſome of 
the brute ſpecies mimic human nature. So that men 
in power and ſtation, may, in this reſpe&, very pro- 
perly be ſtil'd Leading Men, as they are in a great 
meaſure the means of being either great bleſſings, or 
ſcourges, to the public. The great, who are but 
few in compariſon of the vulgar, have it, therefore, 
in their power to ſerve their country, even in this re- 
ſpect, by defending the cauſe of virtue, and diſcoun- 
tenancing vice in others, as well as by preſenting 
themſelves a noble pattern for imitation. 

But there is no one vice which can ſo ſoon ſap the 
foundation of liberty, in wy country, as venality. 
By means of this curſed inſtrument of deſtruction, 
the people ſold the liberties of Greece to Philip. 
'The words of my motto are an expreſſion of Jugur- 
tha, which he uttered in a kind of prophetic ſpirit at 
a time when he was leaving Rome. He juſtly fore- 
ſaw the downfall of the liberty of that great city, 
from the general diffolution of manners; the luxury 
and extravagance which every where prevailed in it : 
and the n was very juſt, for the wealth of thoſe 
countries, which the Romans had conquered, flowed 
in ſuch large quantities . . them, as quite to drown 
the old Roman virtue. Had Cæſat attempted to have 
enſlaved his country at the time of the elder Brutus, 
not a dagger, but an open execution, would have 
been his fate. | 

By the laws of Sparta, made by Lycurgus, the uſe 
of money was abſolutely forbidden ; ang ſo long as 
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they kept off that bewitching evil, they were a free 
and a happy people. Their poverty in this reſpect, 
was their great bulwark. 

Money, in a free ſtate, is what the blood is to the 
human body: a certain quantity is neceſſary, if 
it circulate properly; too great an abundance 
will cauſe fevers and convulſions in the confti- 
tution. But there is one certain evil which is the 
conſequence of it, that of bribery and corruption. 
'The richer, prompted by an inſpiring principle of 


ambition, will be ever ready to tempt the poorer ſort ACC 
to ſell their country. This is a vice which we of in t« 
theſe coun ties are peculiarly happy in being exempt the 
from. Bribery never has admittance into our conſti- Bæc 
tution. Our elections ate never ſwayed by this canker 

worm of liberty. Let ſcandalous and malicious 7 


tongues ſay what they will, I am very certain there 
could be nothing of this kind alledged in the preſent N 

caſe ; I mean in the conteſt at preſent between the 8 
Marquis of Kildare, and Mr. Latouche : I can anſwer 


for it his Lordſhip's friends never attempted to offer "$30 
any man money for his vote; and I do ſuppoſe that 
Mr. Latonche, from his own declarations at the end 
of his poll paper, is incapable of attempting to make 
ay undue imprefſions by money. ; 

He is by no means accountable for the conduct of 9 
others, who, from an over warm zeal for his intereſt, 
may, perhaps, have incurred ſome little ſuſpicons in lat 
this particular, This, ro doubt, has no foundation of 
in truth; but it is a difficult matter to ſhut up the ret 
foul mouth of ſcandal. For my part, there is nothing far 
I hate more than ſcurrility, although the Freeman of wi 
laſt Saturday, in his uſual ſtiain of candor and vera- | 
city, is pleaſed to ſay, that he does not chuſe to K 
+ demean himſelf into a Wagſtaffe or a Hoey.” to 
Now let him make as free as he pleaſes with me, I lit 
am able to defend myſelf againſt any dirt or ſtones he of 
may kick up at me from behind: but as to the prin- th 
ter of the Mercury, he is only the midwife of mine, ga 
and other correſponden's' bantlings ; he is no way en 
accountable for any deformities which the brats gf fi 


others 
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others may bring into the world with them: and [ 


fancy, like others of his profeſſion, he is ever ready 
to attend the labour of thoſe who employ him. 
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vas ſo diſguſted at this fooliſh, unjuſt accuſation 


of ſcurrility thrown ont againſt Hoey and me, that [ 


was juſt flinging away the paper, when I luckily chanc- 
ed to light upon a letter from a citizen to his friend in 
the country. I was 1eally ſupriſed to fee a thing of 
ſo much ſpirit and humour, in the midſt of ſo much 
traſh. It gives a very lively, pleaſing and impartial 
account of the diſputes between the parties at preſent 
in town. I ſhould not forgive myſelf, did I not pay 
the due regards to ſuch a Rara Avis, even in that 
Bzotian collection of dulneſs and detraction. T 


Saturday, November 21. 
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Communi ſenſu plant caret ingui mus. Hos, 
We (ay, that he wants common ſenie. 


HOUGH I am looked upon by many to be a 

violent party man, becauſe I have, in ſome 

late ſpeculations, taken ſome pains to open the eyes 

of my fellow citizens, with regard to their real inte- 

reſts; yet I can aſſure my readers, that I am not fo 

far blinded by party zeal, as not to examine into truth 
with the utmoſt candour and impartiality. 

The reaſons aſſigned for electing the Marqueſs of 
Kildare, are certainly very ſtrong ; nor are Mr. La- 
touche's pretenſions without ſome degree of plauſibi- 
lity. However; as truth is ſaid to he in the bottom 
of a deep well, I will endeavour to draw her up on 
this occaſion, and ſtate the affair with the utmoſt re- 
gard to her 3 they pe dictates. I ſhall therefore 
examine the juſtice of their claims, and let the reader 
fit as judge upon this cauſe, as I ſhall do no more than 
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lay the evidences before him pro and con. I ſhall 
begin firſt with the objections againſt the Marquis in 
favour of his opponent, and ſo vice verſa. 

In the firſt place, his lordſhip was born in IRE- 
LAND, in the city of DUBLIN ; is of a very an- 
tient Iriſh family. His anceſtors have ever been great 
friends to Ireland, and particularly to the city of 
Dublin. Theſe reaſons are alone ſufficient to diſqual:fy 
him from any honour which this kingdom, or city, can 
confer upon him without going any — 

Secondly, he has been bred up in ſuch old faſhioned 
principles of freedom, liberty, and independency, 
under his patriotic father, as may, perhaps, render 
him troubleſome, in caſe any thing ſhould be propo- 
ſed any where to the prejudice of Ireland. It is like- 
wiſe ſaid, that his lordſhip has drawn in with his very 
firſt breath, ſome innate notions of ſtubhorn virtue, 
which, it is apprehended, he has derived from his 
parents. 

Thirdly, it is affirmed by a gentleman of great 
veracity, and exalted ſtation, who lately ſaw his lord- 
ſhip abroad, that he is a moſt promiſing young noble- 
man ; that he expreſſes great love for his country, 
and that it is very probable he may reſide in it, as 
his illuſtrious father has done. This is a ſtrong ob- 
jection, as perhaps he may make a moſt ſhining figure 
in our ſenate. 

Fourthly, as he has very ſtrong inclinations to ſerve 
his:country, and this city in particular, it is by many 
knowing people, thought to be neither prudent or ad- 
viſeable to enable him ſo to do. It would be giving 
too much power to the Kildare houſe, which, it is 
notorious, would be ever employed for the benefit 
and advantage of Ireland. I might alſo reckon 
many ather objections equally good as theſe, avaink 
the Marquis's'being returned for Dublin, fuch as the 
Duke of Lienſter's behaviour in the year Fifty-three ; 
his ſpending his vaſt eſtate in Ireland; his being the 
great encourager of arts; not to mention alſo her 
Grace the Dutcheſs's being the patronneſs of the Hi- 
bernian Ware-houſe, and many others; but theſe, I 


hope, 
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hope, are full ſufficient to ſhew my great impartiality. 
Now, there are many things to be faid in favour of 
the gentleman who ſtands in oppoſition to him. 

In the firſt place, he has no other connections with 
Treland, only that he was born here. He is not born 
with thoſe family prejudices with regard to this coun- 
try, which the Marquis has. It is certainly the policy 
of every wife nation to encourage foreigners who 
come to ſettle amongſt them, and eſpecially thoſe who 
came meerly on account of their religion, without any 
other view whatſoever. | 

Secondly, this gentleman carries on a buſineſs, by 
which- he has it in his power to oblige vaſt numbers 
of people, eſtated men, as well as merchants. And 
it is well known, that they who vote againſt 
him, are ſuch as are under no obligations to 
the bank. | 

Thirdly, he conſiderably encreaſes the riches of 
the nation, by the means of paper money, which an- 
ſwers the end of gold and filver. 

Fourthly, he has been at an immenſe expence to 
obtain this election, and has fet his heart ſo much 
upon it, that it would be a great pity if the real friends 
of liberty and independency ſhould not be able to return 
him. They may depend on it, he will do all that lies 


in his power to promote the trade of this city, and if 
he ſhall not be able to ſpeak for the good of trade, he 


will think the more, or will get ſomebody to do it for 
him. No body ſurely will ever expect that a man 


ſhall do more than he can, and if he means well, 


that is ſufficient. | 


Now, all that can be ſaid in favour of the Mar- 
quis of Kildare, even by his warmeſt friends, is not 


enough to ballance what l have ſaid in favour- of the 
banker. For, what is it to the purpoſe, that 
eighteen CO I have invited him to ſtand candi- 
date? I muft own, however, that it would be a little 
ſcandalous in any-one man-of thoſe who joined in the 
invitation, to turn tail to him. No man ſhould be 
ſo Eager after his own private convenience, as to ap- 
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lay the evidences before him pro and con. I ſhall 
begin firſt with the objections againſt the Marquis in 
favour of his opponent, and ſo vice vera. 

In the firſt place, his lordſhip was born in IRE- 
LAND, in the city of DUBLIN ; is of a very an- 
tient Iriſh family. His anceſtors have ever been great 
friends to Ireland, 'and particularly to the city of 
Dublin. Theſe reaſons are alone ſufficient to diſqualify 
him from any honour which this kingdom, or city, can 
confer upon him without going any further. 

Secondly, he has been bred up in ſuch old faſhioned 
principles of freedom, liberty, and independency, 
under his patriotic father, as may, perhaps, render 
him troubleſome, in caſe any thing ſhould be propo- 
ſed any where to the prejudice of Ireland. It is like- 
wiſe ſaid, that bis lordſhip has drawn in with his very 
firſt breath, ſome innate notions of ſtubhorn virtue, 
which, it is apprehended, he has derived from his 
parents. 

'Thirdly, it is affirmed by a gentleman of great 
veracity, and exalted ſtation, who lately ſaw his lord- 
ſhip abroad, that he is a moſt promiſing young noble- 
man ; that he expreſſes great love for his country, 
and that it is very probable he may reſide in it, as 
his illuſtrious father has done. This is a ſtrong ob- 
jection, as perhaps he may make a moſt ſhining figure 
in our ſenate. 

Fourthly, as he has very ſtrong inclinations to ſerve 
his:country, and this city in particular, it is by many 
knowing people, thought to be neither prudent or ad- 
viſeable to enable him fo to do. It would be giving 
too much power to the Kildare houſe, which, it is 
notorious, would be ever employed for the benefit 
and advantage of Ireland. I might alſo reckon 
many ather objeQtions equally good as theſe, avninit 
the Marquis's'being returned for Dublin, fuch as the 
Duke of Lienſter's behaviour in the year Fifty-three ; 
his ſpending his vaſt eftate in Ireland ; his being the 
great encourager of arts; not to mention alfo her 
Grace the Dutcheſs's being the patronneſs of the Hi- 
bernian Ware-houſe, and many others; but theſe, I 


hope, 
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hope, are full ſufficient to ſhew my great impartiality. 
Now, there are many things to be faid in favour of 
the gentleman who ſtands in oppoſition to him. 

In the firſt place, he has no other connections with 
Treland, only that he was born here. He is not born 
with thoſe family prejudices with regard to this coun- 
try, which the Marquis has. Tt is certainly the policy 
of every wiſe nation to encourage foreigners who 
come to ſettle amongſt them, and eſpecially thoſe who 
came meerly on account of their religion, without any 
other view whatſoever. | 

Secondly, this gentleman carries on a buſineſs, by 
which he has it in his power to oblige vaſt numbers 
of people, eſtated men, as well as merchants. And 
it 1s well known, that they who vote againſt 
him, are ſuch as are under no obligations to 
the bank. | 

Thirdly, he conſiderably encreaſes the riches of 
the nation, by the means of -paper money, which an- 
ſwers the end of gold and filver. | 

Fourthly, he has been at an immenſe expence to 
obtain this election, and has fet his heart ſo much 
"2% it, that it would be a great pity if the real friends 
of J 


iberty and independency ſhould not be able to return 
him. They may depend on it, he will do all that lies 
in his power to promote the trade of this city, and if 
he ſhall not be able to ſpeak for the good of trade, he 
will think the more, or will get ſomebody to do it for 
him. No body ſurely will ever expect that a man 
ſhall do more than he can, and if he means well, 
that is ſufficient. 

Now, all that can be faid in favour of the Mar- 
quis of Kildare, even by his warmeſt friends, is not 
enough to hallance what] have ſaid in favour of the 
banker. For, what is it to the purpoſe, that 
eighteen . yoke have invited him to ſtand candi- 
date? I muft own, however, that it would be a little 
ſcandalous in any-one man-of thoſe who joined in the 
invitation, to turn tail to him. No man ſhould be 
ſo Fager after his own private convenience, as to ap- 
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pear againſt his lordſhip, after having gone to Carton 


to ſollicit the Duke that the Marquis might ſtand the 
en nf ut eadis bh aunts | 

Next, it is alledged by many, that his lordſhip may 
have it in his power, as well as inclination, not only 
to ſerve us here, but elſewhere. But others will tell 
ye, what advantages does Dublin want, or what good 
can he do for Ireland? If neither Ireland nor Dublin 
want any advantages, why then the Marquis will be 
of no more uſe than any other private man, who 
wants the uſe of ſpeech or power. But if on the 
contrary, we ſtand in need of many things, then the 
Marquis is beyond all doubt the only man, who can 
procure thofe things for us. | 

But there is one objection remaining. which ſhould 
weigh ſtronger with the citizens of Dublin. more than 
{Il have yet mentioned; and that is, what a certain 
great perſonage has declared upon this occaſion : 
That great men may have their connections with great 
men, but that Fe would rather his fon ſhould, be re- 
turned for Dublin, through the means of the Hane /t 
citizens thereof, than by the intereſt of agy great men 
whatever. 

P. S. Upon looking inta the Freeman of laſt 
Saturday, I find ſome unanſwerable arguments in 
favour of the banker. Firſt, I am a Jeſuit, although 
I am a moſt zealous member of the church ot Ire- 
land, and no fanatic. Next, the Marquis's educa- 
tion is unfiniſhed, and the banker has compleated 
his behind a counter, where he is. become a moſt 
compleat orator. Ergo, I O U's made to him, are 
binding, although engagements to the Marquis are not. 

I can aſſure my. readers that the ſophiſtry of a Je- 
ſuit's college, and the canting Proteus tricks, of a 
conventicle, are equally deteſtable to me. 'Theie- 
fore, I do inſiſt, that no promi'e which. was made to 
the banker could bind any voter, no more than if 


he had prowiſcd to vote for the wooden-man in 
Effex-ſtreet. 
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Eripe turpi 
Colla jugo, liber, liber ſum, dic age Hos. 


Now looſe thy neck from the ignoble chain, 
And boldly ſay.—“ I'm free.” 


The Adareſs of IO FRV Wacsrarre, Eſq; to the 


Public. 


S I find my charaQter attacked in a moſt 
ſcurrilous manner by the writers of the Free- 
man's Journal, in a letter, ſigned, TRUE Bug,“ 
| think it incumbent on me to publiſh this vindication 

of myſelf. 
] hare 


* To the COMMITTE E for conducting the 
FREE:PRES® 


GENTLEMEN, 


H E ladiſcretions of Artitice often guard us againſt its 
Succeſs, you have received from the School of St. Omers, 
which has darcd to broach its Doctrines in our Streets, a Dit- 
penſation abſolving you from all your Engagements in Favour 
of your CITIZEN CANDIDATE, ſhould not Proofs have been 
given, war's bps Conviction with them, of the Unfitneſs of the 
Citizen and the Fitneſs of the Nobleman ? Should they not 
have made it clear, that a young Man of Quality, whoſe 
Education is yet unfiniſh:d, will make a more proper Repre- 
ſentative for a Trading City than a Citizen, who in his Youth 
regularly attended a Merchant's Buſineſs, and whoſe Profeſſion 
ſince leads him into a Knowledge of every Operation of Com- 
merce ? Shculd they not have made it probable, that a baſe 
and ſervile Submiſſion to Nobility was the moſt likely Step to 
give Vigcur and Spirit to Trade ? and before they attempted 
to tear aſunder the ſtrongeſt Ties between Man and Man, 
ſhould they not have affigned one real moral Reaſon to juſtify 
their Recommendation of ſuch a Conduct? But my Tos. 
can 


* 
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I have in ſeveral papers of the Batchelor, aſſert- 
ed, that no man was bound by any promiſes or en- 
gagements whatever, to vote for Mr. L“ on this 
election. I proved plainly, from Mr. L“ inca- 
pacity, and inability to ſerve his country, that it 
was Contrary to that duty which a man owes to his 
country to vote for him. This I confirmed by quo- 
tations from Tully, Seneca, Grotius, and Swift. 
And ] do till infift upon it, that he is juſt as fit to 
repreſent the city of Dublin, as he is to be Lord 
Chancellor. ORE 

I ſhould be very unwilling to anatomize Mr. L, 
or his party, if they had not made a ſtab at me in 
their fanatical Journal. They are pleaſed to call 
what I ſay, the doQrine of St. Omer's, thereby inſi- 
nuating that I am a Jeſuit, and by that means to 
blacken the Marquis's party with the hateful colour 
of popery. This is moſt ſcandalous and malicious, 
as J aſſure the public, I never was at Maſs or Meet- 
ing in my life time, and that I abhor and abjure 
Popery as much as I do their canting principles. I 
am a moſt zealous profeſſor of the only true prote- 
ſtant church, which is that by law eſtabliſhed, and 
which, like the great authar of it, is crucified be- 
tween two thieves. 
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Jam 


I can give you the true Reaſon why they did not - be cauſe they 
had it not in their Power laſtead of Reaſons they poured 
out low Abute: Inſtead of Proofs they aſſerted notorious 
Falſhoods, on which they argued as Maxims that ought to be 
received. Such are the Arguments taught in papal Colleges, 
ſach are the Grounds upon which the Pope of Parhiament- 
ſtreet iſſu*s out his riviculous Mandates. 

With Pleaſure I perceive my Friends, that the Poiſon, 
flowing from this Serpent of Rome, has ſerved as an Antidote 
to many others, which have been uſed to pervert your Und-r- 
ftanding with every Art of Electioneering Craft. The Doc- 
trines of the Jeſuits in Diſguiſe, ſo audaci-uſly propagated in 
this Proteſtant City, have at length alarmed you. I ice with 
Pleaſure that you begin to ſee with your own Eyes, and to 
hear with your own Ears, and that your Conduct is direQed by 
Principle, and I congratulate you. that within a few Days 
Dos tis will be herſelf again ' 
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I am not only thus inſulted, but they have even 
the inſolence to make free with the character of the 
Duke of Leinſter's eldeſt ſon. They ſay he is a 


young nobleman whoſe education is unfiniſhed, and 


therefore not a fit perſon to repreſent this city. 
They then run great encomiums on a youth, who 
regularly attended a merchant's buſineſs, and whoſe pro- 


feſfion fince leads him into a knowledge of every operation 


of commerce, Theſe are all fine 2 words to 
catch the ears of the ignorant. But will any man 
pretend to ſay, that the N out the money of 
fools, who do not know how to keep their own caſh, 
at ſix per cent, is merchants buſineſs. Is the receiv- 
ing intereſt for his flampt paper, an operation of 
commerce? Does the knowledge of diſcounting 
hills for peddling dealers, enable a man to ſpeak in a 
ſenate, or to judge of the expediency of laws for his 
country ? If the legiſlature were employed about 
nothing elſe but tranſacting bills of exchange, this 
young banker might then, perhaps, put in his word ; 
but as he could ſcarce now even underſtand what 
they are about, he would be ſilent, yea even from good 
evords ; nor would it be any pain or grief to him. 

Every body knows what he is, and but few know 
the Marquis. But if they will enquire into his 
character, they will find from good authority, that 
he is a young nobleman of promiſing parts, and is 
now finiſhing an education which will one day make 
him an honour to his country. 

All this, the Free man calls begging the queſtion ; 
but I would be 999 to know what glimmerings of 
reaſon Cid their hero ever ſhew. Is he able to ex- 
preſs his ſentiments t o his fellow citizens at preſent ? 
how much leſs then will he be capable to ſpeak for 
them in parliament ? is not a ſhrug, a cringe, and a 
bow, the only return he is able to make to his friends 
who vote for him? Is this the mighty champion of 
the city of Dublin, to defend the liberties of the 
kingdom ? s this ſilent man cf traffic the tool of a 


party, ſet up in competition with the Marquis of 


Kildare? For ſhame, my fellow citizens, ſuch a 
choice 
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choice would ever be a reproach to your city, Do 
not ſell yourſelves to everlaſting infamy for drofs, 
Let not theſe Jeſuitical D!“ erg perſuade you 
by crait, to betray your city and your country, by 
making the weather-cock of a.cony—le your choice, 
whoſe as N will depend upon. the blaſts from 
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a Linnen-Hall faction. The ay or no of this m0. 
bile lignum, will entirely proceed from him, who 
will get the wire into his jaw. J am, 


Your fincere friend, and well wiſher, 
'T Jzorrny WaAGSTAFFE, 


From the MERCURx in Parliament-ſtreet. 


A hint to MunpunGvus, chief whipper-in to GRIu- 
Bearp the Brock. 


UNDUNGUS who makes ſuch a buſile and 
din, 

And acts at the Tholſel as chief whipjer-in, 

May now, if the wwretch has the wit of a brute, 

Be rais'd to an office of higher repute, 

A place of more profit and fame by a million, 
For inſtance, the rank of bis Grace's poſtillion ; 

A flation, in which he may a with an air, 


And cry, clear the way, before noble Kildare. X 


N. B. r a cannot accept of the office 
here generouſly offered him, being engaged, ſo ſoon 
as the election is over, to ſerve as dog- pelter to a 
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mo- — — 
_ Aude aliguid Erevibus gyaris aut carcere dignum, 

Si vis eſſe aliquis : Juv. 
FFE, S it is the nature of ſome men, though bleſſed 


with very mean talents, to be of a reſtleſs, aſ- 

piring, buſy temper, ſo ſhould it be the ſtudy of thoſe 

of greater power and abilities, to reſtrain them within 

t. their proper bounds, ' here is a kind of a mixture of 
| madneſs and folly in the compoſition of ſome men, 
which makes them aſpire to things highly above the 
reach of their capacities. Hence it is, that in all 
free ſtates, where Nau are elective, men of very 
* weak underſtandings will plot, bribe, and betray, in 
order to artive at what they are utterly unfit for. If 

they have money, they imagine that qualifies them 

for any office or employment whatever. This was 

the caſe of Craſſus at Rome. He was immenſely 

rich, and ſtupid at the ſame time : but his ambition 

was great. He muſt needs ſhare in the adminiſtration 

with Cæſar and Pompey, and they made a dupe of 

xi him, to his own deſtruction. 

Few people ever conſider the iniquity of thus ob- 
office W truding themſelves into ſuch offices in a ſtate, as re- 
o ſoon ¶ quire great abilities. But if they attempt it by bribe- 
r to 2 ry or corruption, there the crime becomes more com- 

plicated. The foundation of liberty is overturned ; 
the very vitals of the conſtitution are conſumed by 
this curſed poiſon. By this means, the moſt diſſolute 
or abandoned, nay, the moſt ignorant perſons, may, 
by the force of money, in bribing the ſuffrages of the 
people, obtain thoſe employments which ſhould be 
b. 125. freely conferred on the moſt worthy. 


The 
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The man who introduces bribery into any country, 
ſhould ever be deemed a public enemy ; he ſhould he 
looked upon as a corrupter of the morals of the peo- 

le, and as a deſtroyer of every principle of virtue, 

his is a maxim as certain as any demonſtration in 
Euclid, that he who buys the votes of the people, 
will as ſurely ſell his own when opportunity offers; 
and that he who bribes others, -will himſelf take a 
bribe in his turn. For he that buys the devil, muſt 
ſell the devil. 

We ſhall find that men of the greateſt capacities 
are more modeſt, and more diffident of themſelves 
than fools. Tt requires ſome ſhare of underſtanding 
in a man to know his own weakneſs. Ignorance is 
ever aſpiring. 

If it were at all neceſſary, I could produce num. 
bers of inſtances from hiſtory, to prove what! aſſert- 
ed, but that I think it needleſs, as we ate not without 
them at home. But I cannot, however, forbear one 
obſervation : Suppoſe in the flouriſhing times of the 
commonwealth at Rome, a man who could juſt pro- 
nounce yes or no, and whoſe knowledge reached no 
farther than in reckoning money, ſhould have the 
preſumption to apply for a place in the ſenate, what 
would be thought of ſuch a man? Would they not 
imagine this plebeian to be beſide himſelf ? But how 
would their indignation be raiſed, if this candidate 
ſenator's grandfather had only come as a hireling le- 
gionary from Gaul? If ſuch a perſon were now in 
being, in this more refined age and country, who 
could be mad enough thus to aim at a feat in our 
ſenate, I am pretty fare be would be conſigned to 
my friend Jennings at the Broad | Stone, who 
could give him a place amongſt many imaginary 
kings, princes, and ſenators. f was purſuing this 

thought farther, when I was interrupted by the te- 
ceipt of the following epiſtle. 
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© To Trorery WacsTaAFrE, E/q. 


81 R, 
LTHOUGH I know you to be a ſtrong 


advocate for the Baboon party, yet I write 
this to convince you of your miſtake. I] am a mer- 
chant, and carry on ſome ſhare of buſineſs by my 
credit at the bank. I can get money there 
when I have a mind, on good ſecurity, at Six per 
cent, or notes, which is all one. Now, what the 
devil is all your ſtuff to me, about the good of Ire- 
land, or the advantage of the city of Dublin. Eve- 
ry man for himſelf, and God for us all I know 


very well what our friend L**** js, and that the 


0 


0 


* «„ „„ „% «« « „ 


be the ſevereſt blow our party ever got. 
is too little for you, and the maſter of the carpen- 


Marquis is the only fit perſon to be member for this 
city: but what ſignifies that; will he lend me mo- 
ney or notes when I want caſh? No! no! ye old 
ſophiſter, you ſhall never perſuade me to hurt my- 
ſelf for the good of my country. You might talk 
this way in Greece or Rome, but it will not go 
down here. Let them vote for him who do not 
want or expect the friendſhip of the bank. For 
my part, I have bullied, hectored, ſwore, bribed, 
lied, writ, and talk'd nonſenſe for my little banker. 
[ have given you ſome damned ſevere ſtrokes in the 
Freeman. I look upon you to be ſome old Jeſuit 
in diſguiſe. But it is no matter, for if you are of 
the epiſcopal church, ] hate you as much as if you 
were a Papiſt. I have abuſed you, and your par- 
ty, over and over again. I call ye all Papiſts, and 
you are the Pope of Parliament-ſtreet. I aſſure 
you, I diſcounted a large ſum on the ſtrength of 
that. I know we ſhall loſe the day, and that will 
My curſe 


ters, and all I can do is to abuſe ye both. 
© Iam, in defiance of you and him, 


FT ©* Bavcrer BuLLFaACE,? 


From 
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Frem the Mtrcury in Parliament: ſti eet, 


An objefion to the Dog Pelters being made Pofilion 
his Grace of LEIVSTER. 


OO D maſter Muxnpuncus, I think it w 
fair 
To make you a driver to noble Kildare ; 
For ſet you on horſeback, hat high elevation, 
That right ts precede the fir/t peer in the nation, 
Might tempt you 10 follow your nat'ral propenſion, 
And drive to a place, which I chuſe not to mentim 


. 126. Tueſday, December 1. 


Sapiens, vitatu quodgue petitu 


Sit melius, cauſas reddat tibi Hot 


Twixt right and wrong the learned may decide, 
With wiſe diſtinctions may your conduct guide. 


1 is a juſt obſervation of ſomebody's, that there 
is but one path which leads to truth, and a thou 
ſand high roads to falſhoad and error. The wrong 
notions which men have contracted by an early pre 
judice, will haunt their minds during their who! 
lives, unleſs they are bleſſed with an excellent under 
ſtanding, or have the advantage of a liberal educatio 
to ſhake them off. Without the help of one, or both 
of theſe, men are very apt, by what Mr. Locke call 
a wrong aſſociation of ideas, to take things for granted 
which have no reality in nature. This effeclu⸗ 
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bars that examination and inveſtigation of truth, 
which it 1s every man's buſineſs, as he is a rational 
being, to make, 

From the want of this enquiry alone, and the pin- 
ning our faith and opinion upon the ſleeves of other 
men, have arifen ſo many various errors in the world. 
Hence it is that ſo many implicitly ſwallow the giot- 
ſeſt abſurdities of popery, and hence that flaviſh ſuh- 
miffion, which ſuch numbers of people pay to the 
cictates of others. Inſomuch, that millions ſubmit fo 
paſſively, the government of their ſouls and bodies to 
the tyranny of the moſt imperious taſkmaſters, and 
that for no other reaſon, but becauſe they imbibed 
thoſe falſe principles in their early days, by a wrong 
mode of education. 

In like manner, we may account for that reſtleſs, 
turbulent ſpirit, which has ever been the diſtinguiſh- 
ing characteriſtic of ſome of our ſectaries In order 
to avoid the principles of paſſive obedience, they are 
for running into the other extreme, and are ever la- 
bouring to introduce anarchy and confuſton into any 
ſtate where they are tolerated, 

A wiſe man, therefore, ſhould examine very minu- 
tely, before he takes up any opinion upon truſt, He 
muſfl prove all things, before he can hold faſt that 
which is good. This will hold good in almoſt every 
circumſtance of life. For ſo ſure as he ſhuts his own 
eyes, and ſees only with thoſe of others, he is evec 
in danger of being deceived. For want of this pro- 
per enquiry and reſearch after truth, we ſhall often 
ſee men led aſtray by the fallacious arguments of 
others, who will hoodwink their reaſon, in order to 
dupe them to their own wicked purpoſes. This of- 
ten happens in party, where we ſhall fee very ho- 
neſt, well deſigning men, deceived by falſe appear- 
ances, into an enthuſiaſtic zeal againſt the Mus a 
of their country. Their intentions may be very up- 
right, though wrong direQted. The definition, there- 
fore, of party, in this caſe, is very juſt, viz. the mad- 
neſs of many, for the gain of a few, 4s 
From 
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From raſh inconſideration alone, I am very conf. 
dent, that many very worthy men engaged theis votes 
on the late occaſion, which they would never have 
done, had they conſidered the affair properly. Had 
they given themſelves time to think, they muſt have 
ſeen, that the Marquis of Kildare was, above al 
others, the man who was able to ſerve them moſt ef. 
fectually in parliament. 

Suppoſe the city of Dublin were to ſend an embaſſy 
to any ſtate z would it not be the wiſeſt choice to de- 
puie a nobleman of rank, whoſe very name would 
create reſpect, and above all, who had abilities to ex- 
preſs their ſentiments ? The application of this is too 
obvious to need an explanation. 

What immortal honours have thoſe glorious citi- 
ꝛens procured to themſelves, in the annals of fame, 
who deſpiſing every mean conſideration of low, ſelf- 
intereſt, in money matters, and led on by a truly 
patriotic love of their country, have ſtood firm to the 
real cauſe of liberty, and nobly joined in inviting the 
moſt worthy perſonage to be their repreſenta: ive in 
parliament. | | 

Hiſtory will hereafter trumpet the praiſes of thoſe 
patriotic citizens, and place them in a rank with the 
worthieſt of Greece or Rome. The maſter of the 
carpenters ſhall ever be mentioned with honour, But 
if any wretch has been ſo Fager as to ſell his all, to 
wit, his country, he muſt be deteſted in the end. A 
fellow, who after the moſt ſolemn engagements, can 
heel about, muſt have a rotren /eul ; his infamy wwax- 
eth ſtrong, and all honeſt men will wiſh him his de- 
ſerts in hemp. 

Ye have perſevered, my dear fellow citizens, in the 
glorious cauſe ye ſo nobly undertook, and the victory 
now is yours, Ye have triumphed over ignorance 
and error, over raſh promiſes and faction. Ye have 


enſured thoſe bleſſings to your city and your country, 
Ye will 


which ye have fo bravely contended for. 


reap that harveſt of advantage which ye have ſowed 
with ſo much toil. 
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Ye have paid a very great, and a very juſt compli- 
ment to the illuſtrious houſe of Kildare ; and ye have 
a moſt ſincere return of love and affection: ye have 
adopted the Marquis as your own, and his noble fa- 
ther gives him up to you: ye have gained his early 
affections: ye have taken the moſt effectual method 
to induce him to imitate the example of his great fa- 
ther, in ſpending his time and his immenſe fortune in 
lteland. We all hope the time will be long, before 
his lordſhip ſhall ſucceed to the title and eſtate of 
Leinſter ; but whenever by the courſe of nature, that 
event ſhall 17 every man knows, that the non- 
reſidence of a Duke of Leinſter, would be one of the 
ſevereſt blows this kingdom could feel. T 


No. 127. Thurſday, December 5. 


— 


Qui me commorit ( malius non tangere, clams) 
Flebit, et infignts tota cantabitur urbe. Hos, 


But he who hurts me (nay, I will be heard) 
Had better take a lion by the beard ; 

His eyes ſhall weep the folly of his tongue, 
By laughing crowds in rueful ballad ſung. 


HEN once a writer has acquired any degree 

of reputation with the public, it is in vain for 

him to think of enjoying it quietly. Faireſt fruits 
ever attract the flies; and a writer who is once be- 
come a favourite of the town, muſt of courſe expect 
his cenſuring critics. How many of theſe had Swift 
and Pope, to teize and vex them, until the latter gave 
them one general ſweep by his Dunciad, like a dog 
who plunges into a river to drown his fleas. The 
number of theſe vile animals, which I have drawn 
upon myſelf in that compound of ſcurrility * 
enſe, 
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ſenſe, which goes under the ſpecious title of the 
Freeman's Journal, makes me imagine, that I am in 
reality, © the favourite author of the city of Dub- 
a 


Diram gui contudit Hydram, 
| Notaque fatali portenta lawore ſubegit, 
© Comperit invidiam ſuprems fine domari. Hon. 


Who cruſh'd the Hydra, when to life renew'd, 
And monſters dire with fatal toil ſubdu'd : 
Found that the monſter, Envy, never dies, 
Till low in equal death her conqueror lies. 


After the many ſevere corrections which I have, 
from time to time, given to them Scribblers, ns, - 
they would no more have dared to attack me. But 
what will not theſe fellows dare? who confiding in 


their own infignificance and *obſcurity, have been ſo 


audacious as even to traduce the repreſentatives of 
Majeſty in their Factious Journal, A chief magi— 
ſtrate; or a board of aldermen, can expect no-quarter 
from them, unleſs they are of their way of thinking. 
Obſerve a late inſtance of their inſolence with regard 
to no leſs a perſon than the eldeſt ſon of the Duke of 
Leinſter, whom they are pleaſed to call,“ a boy un- 
«© educated, ſent, as the common expreſſion is, out 
of harm's way, to diſtant countries, to learn 
«« faſhions, not to ſtudy men.” If he were a com- 
mon vagabond, whom his father apprehended might 
come to an ill end, could they ſay more ? But this 1s 
only a ſmall ſpecimen of their inſolence and ſcurtility 
to his lordſhip, as they have made him the conſtant 
ſubject of abuſe, ever ſince he oppoſed their favourite. 
] remember when Mr. Green was in their favour, 
they railed at Mr. Latouche as much as they have 
ſince done at the Marquis; but from the inftant the 
Marquis was invited, they and their party immedia- 

rely dropt Mr. Green and took up the other. 
I ſhould not have troubled myſelf about ſuch low 
wretches as thoſe hireling ſcribblers of a ſinking party, 
| were 
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the ere it not that they have had the impudence and 
m in Neillainy to miſrepreſent me and my writings in their 
Jub. paper of Tueſday, Nov. 24th. The writer of that 
frago of nonſenſe and falſhood, whom I take to be a 
hanger-on at the bank, is Vile enxnouGH, not 
only to pervert my meaning in every inſtance, but 
even to make falſe quotations from me. 1 ſaid in 
Hor, None of my ſpeculations, that, © the ſame pernicious, 
«* aſpiring temper, ſtirs up a certain ſeditious Dis- 
, « SENTING party, to embroil this city in faction, to 
« cauſe riot and idleneſs among the inhabitants ” 
The word diſſenting, he is pleaſed to change into diſ- 
vmpting, in order to make it appear, that I mean, by 
tie diſcompting party, the lord mayor, the majority of 
have, Ihe board of aldermen, and almoſt all the firſt mer- 
one hants and traders of the city of Dublin, Can any 


But hing be more baſe or diſingenuous than thus to mit- 
1ng : guote me? Take a paſſage in any author whatſoever, 
een ſo 


hange a word in it, and the ſenſe ſhall be quite alter- 
id. Many very worthy gentlemen were, undoubted- 
maz'- Wy, engaged to Mr. Latouche by ptomiſes, before 
uaftet Whey knew the Marquis would ſet up, but that is no 
nking. Walon why we ſhould fuppoſe them all to be diſſen- 
regard ers. A diſcompting 3 , Is nonſenſe; tho' a diſ- 
uke of enting one, is not. 
Yy un He is pleaſed to ſay, that J have reflected on the 
is, out Mbaracter of Mr. Latouche : that TI deny. I 

learn ever laid any thing of him, except as to his qualifi- 


ves of 


com ations as a candidate; and I will venture to affirm, 

might hat I never faid half as much againſt him in that re- 
this is pect, as the Freeman did when Mr. Green was the 
urrility ol of St. Audeon's-Arch. Mr. Latouche is a gen- 
onſtant leman, for whoſe character in public, as a dealer ; 
2 nd in private life, as a worthy man, I have the high- 
Avouf, 


[t reſpect; but ſurely it could neither be called 
taducing nor villifying him, to tell the public that he 
as not ſo fit a perſon to repreſent the city of Dublin 
the Marquis, eſpecially as all the hirelings of the 
'reeman were open-mouthed at his lordſhip. * I make 


y have 
ant the 
media- 


ch low doubt, but Mr. Latouche is poſſeſſed of all thoſe 
J PUITY-Wirtues which his warmeſt friends attribute to bim, as 


were 


a pri- 
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a private citizen; but what I ever contended for, is, 
that he was deficient in point of thoſe opportunities 
to ſerve his country, which the Marquis is poſ- 
ſeſſed of. 

This gentleman, in order to ſhew his learning, and 
to abuſe not only the Duke of Leinſter, but all our 
nobility, has given us the ſpeech of Marivs from 
Salluſt. It may not pechaps, be unacceptable to my 
readers, to give ſome account of this Marius. He 
was of ſo mean an extraction, ſay the hiſtorians, that 
even the village where he was born is not certainly 
known. In his youth he was bred up to ruſtic em- 

loyments, and in his manners a perfect ſavage. He 
had great ſtrength of body, and vaſt courage and al- 
ſurance. As he was a plebeian by birth, and educa: 
tion, he ſet himſelf at the head of the populace to 
oppoſe the nobility, and, by his levelling principles, 
he gained the hearts of the vulgar. He obtained the 
prztorſhip by the moſt bare-faced bribery and corrup- 
tion. For this, he was accuſed before the people, 
but his party brought him off. He was guilty of the 
blackeſt ingratitude to the great Metellus, who wa: 
his patron and benefactor, by endeavouring not only 
to defame him, but even to ſupplant him. But a- 
bove all, he ſet on foot the bloodieſt proſeription ever 
known in Rome, wherein he cut off almoſt the whole 
Senate. Like another Cromwell, he enſlaved his 
country, and cauſed the meaneſt of the people to 
tread upon the necks of the nobility. After a life 
ſpent in treaſon, murder, rapine, treachery, ingrati- 
tude, and every imaginable vice, this very Marius is 
ſuppoſed to have ended his days by poiſon, and ac- 
tually died mad. a | 

Such was the hero whoſe ſpeech is quoted, with a 
view to render our nobility odious in the fight of the 

ople, as Marius endeavoured to make thoſe of 
Rome. But by way of a come off, he excepts thi 
houſe of Leinſter, as Swift did my Lord Carteret 
after writing a moſt ſeverg libel againſt him, whe 
he ſays, 
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© Note. To avoid offence, 
I here except his excellence.” 


After this, the fellow begins to rave, for he ſays, 
that my wiſhing © Swift alive, and in the fame vi— 
«+ gour of health and body as when the weavers uſed 
% to follow him through the Liberty,” is with a 
deſign to make Swift march at the head of a mob, 
(as he is pleaſed to call the minotity of the weavers) 
to break open the bank in Caſtle-ſtreet, deſtroy the 
company's books, burn their papers, and plunder the 
houſe of its immenſe ſums in caſh. If it be poſſible 
for a fool to run mad, ſurely this fellow is. He 
might as well ſay, that I wiſhed that Swift were alive 
to ſet fire to the city of Dublin. But behold ye upon 
what this ſagacious ſophiſter founds this ſuggeſtion. 
upon my ſaying, that he would ſtill the rage and 
„ madneſs of the people, and overthrow the tables 
« of the money changers.” This he certainly would 
do, in the ſenſe of the words, as they muſt be obvi- 
ous to every rational being. For let this Badger give 
himſelf what airs he will, Swift was no friend to 
bankers, and would certainly upon this occaſion, 
have uſed his whole force againſt Mr. Latouche in 
favour of the Marquis, He would not, indeed, have 
turned robber or plunderer, as Civis would infinuate ; 
but I will venture to fay, his ſentiments with regard 
to banks, would now be juſt the ſame as when he 
wrote his Short View of the State of Ireland. If I 
were as full of ſpleen and ill-nature as this Mr. 
Civis, I would quote the paſſage where he mentions 
banks; but I will forbear; and ſhall only fay, 
that this fellow ſhews himſelf to be quite unacquaint- 
ed with Swift's writings. 

He next falls foul of Hoey, and threatens him for 
printing my ſpeculations. But that is moſt abje& and 
cowardly. For how is he anſwerable for what ano- 
ther writes? He may be as well accountable for every 
advertiſement in his paper. I am very certain, that 
the vaſt ſucceſs of the Mercury by the help of my 

Vor. II. M ſpecula- 
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ſpeculations, has brought upon him the envy and 
malice of the great committee of the Free- Preſs, and 
that they would wiſh him hanged, becauſe he has de- 
ſtroyed the ſale of their nonſenſe. 

I will forbear to hunt this wretch any further, 
ſince the Kildare hounds have already run down the 
whole race of Badgers. I ſhall, therefore, change the 
ſubject, and moſt ſincerely congratulate my worthy 
fellow citizens of the junior corporations, on their 
having obtained that, which cannot fail of being of 
the higheſt benefit and advantage to their city, I mean, 
the election of the moſt noble the Marquis 7 Kil- 
dare. 


2 (. M W 7 =) = <W,/ „ Ns 
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Tumque dum procedit, Is triumphe, 
Non ſemel dicimus, 16 triumphe, 
Civitas omnis : 


As the proceſſion awful moves along, 

Let ſhouts of triumph fill our joyful ſong ; 
Repeated ſhouts of triumph Rome ſhall raiſe, 
And to the bounteous gods our altars blaze. 


S the unhappy diviſions which of late have 


rent this great metropolis, are now ended in 
the moſt fortunate event which could happen to it, [ 
mean the election of the moſt noble the Marquis of 
Kildare, by a great majority ; I ſhall therefore moſt 
ſincerely congratulate my worthy fellow citizens 
thereupon. 
Had |! the talents of a Demoſthenes, or a Tully, 
they ſhould be employed in doing juſtice to thoſe 
glorious citizens of Dublin, who, upon this occaſion, 
ws their molt ſteady attachment to the cauſe of 
iberty and their country. They ſaw the expediency 
of addreſſing the Duke of Leinſter to invite the 
Marquis 


No. 


Mar 
hone 
fices 
men 
whic 


No. 128. The BATCHELOR. 243 


Marquis to ſtand candidate, and to their immortal 
honour be it ſpoken, notwithitanding the many arti- 
fices made uſe of to warp them from their engage- 
ments, they perſevered with a conſtancy and ſpirit, 
which would have done honour to Atnens or Rome, 
in the moſt virtuous times of thoſe commonwealths, 
Neither the frowns of the great, nor the inſolence 
of office, could intimidate them; nor could all the 
temptations which were offered to many, make them 
to deſert the glorious cauſe they had undertaken, 

If upon the death of the late Recorder, the Mar- 
quis had been declared candidate, he undoubtedly 
would have met with no oppoſition ; but after ſo 
many had pre- engaged their votes, not imagining 
that he would ſet up, it is really amazing the free 
and independant citizens were able ſo amply to fulfil 
their engagements. Many, 1 am ſure, of thoſe 
gentlemen who voted againſt his lordſhip, did it with 
the utmoſt reluctance, but they were bound by pro- 
miſe, They acted from a principle of honour ; but 
what ſhall, we ſay to ſome of the falſe brethren, who 
in their halls were the moiſt clamorous for invitin 
the Marquis, who even went to Carton to addrets 
the Duke, and aſterwards voted in oppofition to 
him ? nay, ſo very Eager was one wietch after infa- 
my, that he was not content to go with his own 
corporation, but even accompanied every other 
that went ; had even the impudence to engage his 
Grace in a particular converfation on the ſubject, 
and after all this, the treacherous Iſcariot proved a 
moſt bitter enemy to the Marquis. Let this fellow 
confider (if he has any conſcience at all) what would 
have been the conſequence, if there had been na 
more virtue in the other citizens than in him: what 
ſhame, what ignominy would it have been for the ci- 
tizens of Dublin, to have invited ſo great a perſonage 
as the heir of the great Duke of Leinſter, to ſtand 
candidate, and then leave him in the lurch? It 
would be an indignity, an affront, which, of all 
men living, ſurely his Grace could not deſerve from 
his country, and more eſpecially from the city of 

1 2 Dublin 
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Dublin. The only remedy, therefore, this fellow 
and his deceitful aſſociates can now poſſibly have, iz 
to end themſelves by hemp as Judas did, for in their 
ſituation, *twere happineſs to die. 

When the immortal fame of that great body of 
citizens ſhall be handed down with a moſt grateful 
odour to future generations, for their unſhaken con- 
ſtancy to their engagements, and the true intereſts 
of their country ; then ſhall the odious names of 
thoſe few backſliding traitors, who would betray 
the cauſe, ſtink in the noſtrils of poſlerity. But 
enough of this. 

The city of Dublin has certainly paid the greateſt 
compliment to the illuſtrious houſe of Leinſter, that 
ever was paid to any houſe either in England or Ire- 
land. That an inferior city or a ſmall town ſhould 
invite a great man to repreſent them, is not uncom- 
mon ; but that ſo great a metropolis as Dublin, the 
ſecond city in his majeſty's dominions, ſhould pay 
this coinpliment, muſt highly redound to the honour 
of the Duke of Leinſter. And their reaſons for 
ſo doing were very juſt, They confideied, in a 
proper light, the many excellent virtues of that truly 
patriotic nobleman ; the many obligations which his 
country and their city lay under to him ; the many 
ſervices which he is able and willing till to do for 
them; his conſtant reſidence amongl! us; and above 
all, that glorious zeal which he has ever ſhewn for 
the true intereſt of Ireland. Her Grace the Dutch- 
eſs alſo is the great patroneſs and encourager of our 
Iriſh manufaQures ; and when the ſaucy wife of a 
mechanic muſt be clad in French filks, her Grace is 
not aſhamed to wear an lriſh one purchaſed at the 
Hibernia warehouſe, 

d muſt alſo reflect vaſt honour to themſelves, 
that from a generous, difintereſted love of their 
country alone. they were induced to pay this ſo well 
deſerved compliment. And after they had paid it, 
what care and vigilance, what zeal and activity, did 
hele worthy citizens exert to make good their invi- 
ation? The noble behaviour of the Lord Mayor's 
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late ſecretary, Mr. Jacos Scr!ven, will not be ea- 
fily forgotten by the friends of true liberty, nor will 
Mr. CRANTIEULD want his due ſhare of praiſe. 

You have, my deareſt friends and fellow citizens, 
not only the fincere thanks of his Grace the Duke, 
and of your noble repreſentative his ſon, but alſo of 
almoſt the whole kingdom in general, for your cou- 
rage and unanimity in this glorious cauſe. 

If my weak endeavours in theſe my ſpeculations, 

have in any the leaſt degree been of uſe to the pro- 
moting of it, or if my advice had any influence on 
any of you, I ſhall eſteem it as the greateſt happineſs 
of my life. For be affured, that my pen always 
was, and ever ſhall be, employed for your ſervice 
alone. I am no time ſerving hireling, who would 
proſtitute his pen to pleaie any man, however rich or 
zent. 
I would never have recommended it to you to elect 
the Marquis, if I were not perſuaded that it was your 
intereſt, as well as duty, to do it. I conſidered the 
obligations ye lay under to the Duke, and the many 
bleſſings which ye and your poſterity may derive from 
that powerful and illuſtrious houſe. It will make me 
not a little vain, if I have gained your approbation ; 
tor be aſſured, I have no other motive for writing but 
your amuſement and inſtruction. If I have ſucceed- 
ed in theſe two points, with you, my deareſt brethren 
and fellow-citizens, old Wagſtaffe's grey hairs ſhall 
go down with pleaſure to the grave. . 


RAC TCIETH I ICC ILAN 
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Ars efficiens inſtrumenta :  BurGERsD. 


An art to make inſtruments. 


Y couſin Bickerſtaffe, in his lucubrations, has 
compared perſons of both ſexes, (with reſpect 
M 3 to 


246 The BATCHELOR No. 129. 


to their converſation) to the different inſtruments of 
muſic. He has carried on the compariſon in his 
uſual ſtrain of pleaſantry and good humour, and at 
the concluſion of his paper, has matched the male 
and female inſtruments together in ſuch a manner, as 
to make them ſound a uniſon. For want of couples 
being tuned properly in this manner, we often find 
vaſt diſcords in life: for inflance, where a Kit is 
matched with a Drone, a Virginal with a Trumpet, 
or a paſſing Bell with a Kettle Drum. But as this 
point has been very fully diſcuſſed by my ingenious 
kinſman, I ſhall refer my reader to his lucubrations 
for further ſatisfaction. 

I ſhall, however, conſider this ſubject in another 
light, and try if it be not poſſible to find out an ana- 
logy between the different ſpecies of writers and mu- 
ſical inſtruments. Firſt then, as epic poetry is allow- 
ed to be the higheſt effort of human genius; to con- 
tain a greater compaſs, and to have more ſtops in it 
than any other kind; I look upon it to be an organ; 
for the learned critics ſay, that all the arts and ſcien- 
ces may be found in the Iliad and Odyſſey, or at 
leaſt may be deduced from them. Homer, therefore, 
may be called the Vocal Frame, of which the divine 
Cecilia was inventreſs; and the AÆneid, and Paradiſe 
Loſt, were formed from that great original. We have 
had alſo epic poets of a leſſer ſize, who may be called 
Chamber Organs, whoſe works have neither the com- 
paſs or ſtrength of the other three; ſuch as Telema- 
chus, Taffo, and Arioſto. As for moſt of the other 
pretenders in this way, I look upon them only as bar- 
rel organs ; which are only fit for the ears and fin- 
gers of the ignorant. 

The next inſtrument in point of rome and va- 
riety to the organ, is the harpſichord. I ſhall there- 
fore conſider tragic poets of the firſt claſs, as ſuch ; 
and thoſe of an inferior kind, as ſpinnets. Shake- 
fpeare, indeed, can ſcarce be confined to any inſtru- 
ment, for at ſome notes he reaches all the ſtrength, 
compaſs, and variety of the organ; and at others 
falls down to the drone of a bagpipe. Dryden, Da- 
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venant, and Otway, in their rhiming tragedies, reſem- 
ble bell harps, by their conſtant jingling in the ſame 
tones. | 

A fiddle is the proper emblem of a comic poet, 
as this inſtrument has no medium, and either gives us 
the greateſt pleaſure, or the higheſt diſguſt. Farce 
writers are kits, which may juſt anſwer the end for 
a country dance, but have ſcarce any muſic in them. 

Paſtoral writers reſemble flutes, which are very 
ſoft, but much confined ; they often hurt the lungs of 
the players, and for that reaſon I ſuppoſe this kind of 
poetry is now grown into dituſe. except at the end of 
magazines, where, perhaps, a Damon, in imitation * 
of it, pulls out an oaten reed to entertain bis 
Phillis. 

A Flageolet is one who ſcribbles love ſonnets, ru- 
ral odes, and madrigals, and is often exceeding ſweet. 
Such as Waller, Lanſdown, and ſome others 

We may compare hiſtorians, who deſcribe battles, 
fieges, and ſlaughter, to drums, trumpets, and other 
martial inſtruments, which raiſe in the mind an ardor 
for famous exploits. Some of them too, ſuch as Li- 
vy, Tacitus, and a few others, have the fulneſs of 
the organ, the ſweetneſs of the harpſichord, and the 
vivacity of the fiddle. But the generality of the wri- 
ters, of memoirs, or the hiſtories of their own times, 
and of their own lives, are in reality but bagpipes, 
and ſeldom ſend forth any ſounds but from their 
drones, 

The tribe of ignorant novel writers, with which 
theſe kingdoms at preſent ſwarm, are all Jews harps, 
'I'heſe, in reality, are no inſtruments of muſic, nor 
have thoſe ſcribblers either ſenſe or learning, and 
ſhould not, therefore, be ranked as muſical inſtru- 
ments. Grandiſon goes on in one continued hum 
through ſeven volumes, but never gives you one note 
of muſic. Fielding, Smollet, and Goldſmith, are 
true Cremona fiddles. 

The baſs viol is but a heavy inſtrument, of no 
great variety or compaſs, and is not unlike many of 


our moral and ſermon writers, a very few excepted, 
M 4 Tillotſon, 
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Tillotſon, South, Seed, and ſome few others, are 
really muſical, and many are ſcarce even baſs viols, 
but rather bagpipes. Drellingcourt, and ſome of his 
gloomy deſponding caſt, in my opinion, are paſſing 
bells, Some, indeed, of our modern publiſhers of 
ſermons, have rather ſhewed themſelves to be kits. 

As to ſatyriſts, they were formerly muſical inſtru- 
ments, ſuch as Horace, Juvenal, Swift, and ſome 
others ; but our late ones rather reſemble the marrow - 
bone and cleaver, or the filing of a faw. They are 
grating to the ear, but give no muſic. 

The Lyric poets formerly were like an inſtrument 
quite unknown to us; but ours now-a-days are meer 
harps in the hands of old blind harpers. Witneſs our 
birth-day odes, our lyric odes in magazines, news- 
12 &c. 

could mention many other kinds of writers who 
bear a reſemblance to muſical inſtruments ; but theſe 
T ſhall leave to the imagination of my reader. Such 
as ballad writers, writers of laſt ſpeeches, and many 
more. But it would be unpardonable in me not to 


make ſome mention of us eſſay-writets, in ſheets and 


half-ſheets, We whoſe thoughts the reader may 
know for a halfpenny, are like the Cymbal which 
the Savoyard carries about to entice children to his 
raree ſhow. | 

The Freeman, perhaps, will not allow himſelf to 
be of our number, as his price is a penny, and will 
rather chooſe to be compared ro the ivy leaf, which 
the fellow without tegs, played upon riding on an als ; 
or elſe to a parcel of cats, caterwauling over St. Au- 
doen's-arch, W 
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Sunt bona, ſunt quædam mediocria, ſunt mala plura. 
Mkr. 


Amongſt my correſpondents, there are ſome good, 
ſome but ſo ſo, but more bad. 


A my pen has been for ſome time paſt wholly 
employed for the uſe of my worthy fellow ci- 
tizens, in the glorious defence of liberty, it has not 
been in my power to write upon other ſubjects, or even 
to look over the many letters which I have received 
from my correſpondents until now. I have had as 
laborious a ſearch as the curate and the barber had in 
Don Quixote's ſtudy, and have committed to the 
flames as many eſſays, letters, poems and epigrams, 
on the topic of the late election, as they did novels 
and romances. Some of the knight's books were 
ſaved on account of their 1ntrinfic merit, but as the 
compoſitions of moſt of my correſpondents could 
plead none, they were included in the a& de heretico 
comburende. Their zeal, indeed, ſeemed to have 
hurried many of them beyond their teaſon; and like 
undiſciplined volunteers, they would, encumber the 
more regular troops in an engagement, rather than 
lerve the cauſe they fought for. | 
Perhaps ſome will be ill-natured enough to imagine 
that J have ſupprefied many good things which have 
been ſent to me, through envy, leſt they ſhould 
ecliple my own writing ; but this, I can affirm, is 
without foundation. I can aſſure the public, I never 
erred intentionally in this point; and that if I did 
err, it proceeded from want of talte and judgment 


alone, 
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A man who keeps an open table, as I do, meerly 
for the fake of hoſpitality, would be glad of any 
helps towards houſekeeping from his triends, pro- 
vided that what they ſent him was fit to lay before his 
gueſts. But if their proviſions are inſipid, ill taſted, 
or unwholeſome, I will rather ſet out my table with 
my own homely fare. It is true, very delicate people 
may be ſtall'd with a ſameneſs of food, and cry out, 
that they are tired of living upon one diſh, and that I 
do not give them the ſame variety as the Public Re- 
gifter ; or, Bog-houſe Journal does, who generally 
continues to cook up four or five things fit only for 
Cloacina's altar. Bur I never defire to fee fellows 
with ſuch falſe appetites in my houſe ; that man ſhall 
ever be welcome to me, who would rather feaſt upon 
one diſh, really good in its kind, than piddle upon 
« five nothings upon five plates of Delft.” 

I have often traced in that foul journal, the ſtile 
and manner of ſeveral of theſe writers whoſe produc- 
tions I rejected. even under the pompous titles they 
have taken to diſguiſe them. It is cafily known by 
its powerty and pertneſs, and, like bottled ſmall- beer, 
by warmth will turn ſour. It paſſes for Champaign 
with the party who ſupport that paper, and perhaps, 
might have cauſed, in ſome meaſure, thoſe chalic pangs 
which they have lately felt 

I ſhould be ſorry, however; that what I have ſaid, 
ſhould by any means prevent men of real genius from 
ſending me, out of their abundance, ſuch contributi- 
ons as will ſave me from running out by living entire- 
ly on ny own fund: © It will nought impoveriſh 
„them, and make me rich indeed.” 

It would be unpardonable in me to with-hold the 
following letter from my readers any longer : it has 
lain by me for ſome time. 
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To JeorrRy WaGsTaFre, E/; at the Mercury in 
* Parliament ſtreet, 


«SIR, 


T ſeems to be a reigning kind of madneſs at pre- 

ſent amongſt perſons, whoſe characters are the 
moſt inſignificant in life, to publiſh their Lives, Ad- 
ventures, and Memoirs to the world. Every fooliſh 
fellow fondly imagines, that by this means, he 
obtains as high a rank in the opinion of others, as 
he does in his own; and that every tranfaQtion of 
his, when in print, is of weight with the public: 
nor indeed is this to be wondered at, ſince we find, 
that ſcarce any other ſpecies of writing ſeems to 
hit the taſte of almoſt every reader. Look into any 
catalogue of books juſt publiſhed, and you ſee they 
chiefly conſiſt of the Life of Miſs Such-a one, 
written by herſelf, in a ſeries of letters; the Ad- 
ventures of a Valet, a Rake, or of Mr. Somebody, 
who, from his own confeſſion, deſerved the gallows. 
Some, it is true, who are ambitious of fame, have 
their gallant atchievements tranſmitted to poſterity 
by the ordinary, through the medium of the Ne- 
gate Magazine; but as all illiterate heroes, have not 
an opportunity to arrive at this honour, I would 
humbly propoſe a ſcheme to ſupply this defect, 
which I hope will meet with your approbation. _ 
I would have an additional ſalary to be given to 
every pariſh clerk in the kingdom, on condition that 
he ſhould keep an exact regiſtry of the lives, cha- 
racers, and adventures of the ſeveral pariſhioners 
within his pariſh. hat he ſhould take particular 
notice of every action committed by each perſon 
in his diſtrict, from the ſquire of the patiſh, to the 
loweſt peaſant thereof. He ſhould take the outlines 
of their lives, and furniſh out materials for a more 
elaborate work, which would, properly ſpeaking, 
fall to the lot of the curate, if he ſhculd chance to 
* be 


251 The BATCHELOR. 


s 
* 
4 
4 


4 


KK 444-0 @ 


Hz, FF ww FF © & TT SS  * WW ® TT To ©” Oi" 


o 
o 


No. 130 


be the abler man of the two. This may very poſſi- 
bly be the caſe. as none but the poor natives of this 
Hand will accept of curacies. The parſon, there- 
fore, may either be the compiler, or correctot of 
the work. 

* In my opinion, many advantages will accrue to 
the public from this ſcheme As firſt, many per- 
ſons, who are to the full of as much conſequence 
as they are who have appeared in print, and every 
whit as remarkable in their lives, actions, and con- 
verſations, will thus be enrolled in the annals of 
fame, and not be ſuffered to rot in oblivion for 
want of a ſkilful biographer. Now, in order to 
obviate any objections which may be offered. con- 
cerning the difficulty of this work, I ſhall propoſe 
a more eaſy method whereby it may be performed 
by a perſon of the moſt ordinary genius. 

* It is well known, that in every pariſh, the bulk 
of the people ſpend their time wuch in *the ſame 
manner. One hiſtory might therefore ſerve for an 
hundred, only by inſerting in the title page, The 
Lives, Adventures Anecdotes, Memoirs, e 
Ewents, and true Narrative of Squirt Easy, Ma- 
dam SCoLDWELL, ToBias PrOWSHARE, JOAN 
KEELER, Oc. Sc. This might anſwer in the 
country, where the intellects of the whole Pa- 
riſh are pretty nearly on a level: the landlord 
gets diunk with wine, whilſt his tenants fud- 
dle themſelves with viler liquor. In cities, the 
ſtory of one tradeſman almoſt anſwers for all. 
Vary but the names, like our modern novel 
writers, & de omnibus fabula narratur. That 
they were born in ſuch a pariſh, baptized, put to 
nu ſe, bred in ſuch a ſchool, put out apprentices, 
ſet up in buſineſs, frequented coffee-houſes, beer- 
houſes, or taverns, commenced critics at Crow-ſtreet 
or Smock alley, ſupped at the King's-arms or the 
Phenix, and went home drunk. After having per- 
formed this round of regularity, for ſome years, 


S they went the way of all fleſh, 


« Here, 
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. © Here, then, is the life and moſt remarkable events 
of a thouſand tradeſmen epitomized. 1 

With reſpe& to the great world, intriguing for 
© favours at court, caballing for the good of their 
country, viſits of ceremony, waſting their fortunes 
« at a gaming table, racking their tenants, affairs of 
* gallantry, jaunts to Bath or Tunbridge, ſcandal and 
detraction fill up the whole ſpace of their duration. 
lt requires no other {kill in an hiſtorian, but to pre- 
fix their ſeveral titles to the performance, and one 
© hiſtory will ſerve for all. There may be a few epi- 
* ſodes now and then introduced to make a variety 
« ſuch as, the ſecret amours of ſome lady of quality 
© who is more infamous than the reſt, who may, as 
« Falſtaff ſays, © have more fleſh, and conſequently 
« more infirmities than other women.” I would alſo 
have ſome digreſſions, by way of initial chapters to 
© each book; no matter whether on divinity, or horſe 
racing; phyſic, or juggling ; law, or picking pock- 
* ets, Moral reflections may be collected in abun- 
dance from Giandiſon and Clariſſa, no matter whe- 
ther to the purpoſe or not; I think, according to 
the preſent mode of writing, that is not material; 
I am ſure it is but little regarded in the works above- 
* mentioned. 

* But to return to my purpoſe : one wh e ma 
«* repreſent a whole drum, one ſharper all ***®z cof- 
* fee-houſe, and one blockhead the whole committee 
of the free preſs. A giddy, conceited, vain, impe- 
* rious female, is an epitome of half her ſex : and 
in a pert, ignorant coxcomb, you have the emblem 
* of a pretty fellow. 

Thus, Mr. Wagſtaffe, have I laid down a plan, 
* which I hope you will improve upon in your uſe- 
ful ſpeculations ; and by giving this letter a place in 
your Batchelor, you will highly oblige, 

Sir, your very humble ſervant, 


T. M. J. 


From 
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From the Mercury in Parliament. ſtreet. 


F upſtart fanatic, the factious Muxpux dus, 


Who ſprung in one night from the earth like a 


fungus, 
Retains an inherent and deep awerſation 
To birth and diſtinction, to title and lation; 
Then why ſhould wwe wonder to hear him declare 


Se firong a diſtaſte to the noble Kitdaze ! X. 


Saturday, December 19. 


No. 131. 


7— 


Non miſſura cutem, niſi plena cruoris, hiruds, 


Honk. 
Quits not his hold, till gorg' d with blood. 


1 is nothing more difficult than to get rid 
of the impertinence of a blockhead, whom a 
writer has once taken notice of. This I have ever 
experienced in the hirelings of the Freeman's Journal. 
Theſe fellows know, that the only chance they have 
of being in the leaſt regarded, is my taking notice of 
them. They ſee plainly, that the public are grown 
weary of their ſcurrility and nonſenſe, and they cannot 
but confeſs that I am the favourite author of the 
town. There are above twenty of my papers read 
for one of theirs, and for that reaſon they would wil- 
lingly, like drowning men, lay hold on my ſkirts to 
hinder them from ſinking. This I am the more con- 
vinced of, from a circumſtance which has lately hap- 
pened, that of their endeavouring to pick at me, for 
my papers on the late election. 


After 


31 
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After this affair was decided in favour of liberty, 
and the true intereſt of this city, behold up ſtarts 
ſome enraged underſtrapper of the bank, and flew at 
me with all the malice of a cur, forſooth, for havi 
ſpoken treaſon againſt the paper monarch. of Caſtle- 
ſtreet. This I even condeſcended to anſwer more 
fully than it deſerved. But that would not ſuffice ; 
Mr. Civis attacks me a ſecond time laſt Saturday, on 
the ſame ſubject, and ſpits out more venom than be- 
fore. He accuſes me of Billinſgate language, calls 
me Grub-ſtreet writer, and throws out many other 
ſuch rhetorical flowers, which are the common cant 
of all ſcribblers. Dennis ſaid the ſame of Swift, 
Pope, and many others. In this laſt elaborate pro- 
duction of his, which no doubt, he looks upon as a 
coup de grace, he has put together a confuſed heap of 
ſcandal, ſcurrility, ignorance, and nonſenſe. He 
does not offer any one thing that looks like an argu- 
ment, except that in favour of the banks. He fays, 
that without them, a few people of overgrown for- 
tunes would monopolize trade ; merchants, who are 
now content with 10 or 15 per cent. profit, would 
not then be content with 30 per cent. This I 
could, if 1 pleaſed, demonſtrate to be a meer piece of 
ſophiſtry, and ſhew that banks are ſo far from being 
of uſe in this reſpect, that they are on the contrar 
the ruin of the city of Dublin. But I do not choofe 
to enlarge upon a ſubject which might give offence to 
many people. Swift has already done it in part, and 
much might be added to what he has ſaid, in the pre- 
ſent juncture of affairs. 

This fellow at laſt owns, that Swift was againſt 
him, but he ſays he was a bad financier. I ſuſpect 
that this Mr. Civis is the ſpawn of ſome French Frog- 
Eater, by the uſe of the word fitrancier, for we do 
not find that term uſed by any Engliſh writer, but is 
always applied to the tax gatherer of the Grand Mo- 
narque's revenues. Were poor Swift now in being, 
and to hear this wooden-ſhoed peaſant, call him a 
bad financier, or a bad any thing, how ſoon would he 

make 
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make him fly for refuge under the counter of the 
bank ? | 

This very Monſieur Civis, is pleaſed to ſet forth one 
of the moſt curſed falſhoods that ever was impoſed 
upon the public, and which I thought I had fully re- 
futed before; to wit, that I had attacked the cha- 
rater of Mr. Latouche, and ſtrove to render him and 
his family obnoxious in the eyes of his fellow citizens, 
This he ſets forth in general terms, without pointing 
out any particular inſtance. This was juſt ſaying no- 
thing, and only ſhews the wretch's ſpleen. I ever did, 
and Ever ſhall be of opinion, that a banker is A moſt 
unfit perſon to repreſent the city of Dublin, and glad 
am I that ſo large a majority of my reſpeQable fellow 
Citizens were of the ſame opinion. Whoever reads 
the reaſons printed at the bottom of the marquis's 
Poll for Thurſday November the 2oth, will be fully 
ſatisfied that 1 ipeak truth Although mine is called 
in queſtion, yet I have never meddled with his pious 
or moral character; nor did that ever give me any 
concern. 

I am really forry to be under the unavoidable ne- 
ceſſity of mentioning, at this time, the name of a 
gentleman who has already ſuffered ſo much by his 
oppoſition to the Marquis, as it may now carry the 
appearance of an inſult, and may ſeem to be a kind 
of ve wvidis But I was obliged to do it in my own 
defence. Let him muzzle his barking curs, and the 
maſtiff will be quiet. But if they are till let looſe, 
there is no reaſon that the maſtiff ſhould be chain- 
ed. 

Were I a hireling writer, as Civis would repreſent 
me, I ſhould have fallen down and worſhipped the 
golden image, as he and his brethren of the Free 
Preſs, have done, He ſays I wrote in favour of 
Mr. Ribton. He miſtakes that point, others did it 
during my late indiſpoſition. As to Marius, let the 
booby look into the Univerſal Hiſtory, and he will 


find all I faid of him there collected from the beſt 
hiſtorians : There he will find him rather painted in 
more 
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more odious colours than J have repreſented him* 


Swift, alſo, in his Diſſentions of Athens and Rome» - 


gives this Marius a very bad character. One would 
imagine he was a Badger, by his Heing ſo great an 
advocate for him. 

But above all, I muſt beg pardon of my readers 
for having been obliged once more to detain them on 
a ſubject which I am certain they muſt be moſt hear- 
tily tired of, If the grand committee of the Free 
Preſs can poſſibly procure any champion of theirs 
who has either common ſenſe, or the leaſt tincture gf 
learning, to enter the liſts with me, on any topics 
which may be either entertaining or uſeful to the 
public, * accurſt be him, Earl Percy, ſaid, by 
*« whom it is denied.” But on the hackneyed ſubject 
of banks, bankers, and elections, I muſt beg to be 
excuſed, as it would compel me to ſpeak truths, 
which would be neither for their peace or comfort. It 
is my purpoſe to do good if I can, and not to hurt 
any man, either in his bread or character. My 


whole deſign in writing, is for the benefit of man- 


kind: but if fools will kick againſt the pricks, they 
ſhall feel the utmoſt reſentment from my pen. 


WOE, ICCTTECLY III To AN 
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f Ridiculum acri 
Fortius & Melius mag nas plerumgue ſecat res, Hon. 


For ridicule ſhall frequently prevail, 
And cut the knot, when graver reaſons fail. 


1 Own I was not a little ſurpriſed at the receipt of 
the following letter, which was left for me at 
Hoey's yeſterday. | 


To 
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* in Parliament ſireet. 


81 R, 

OU will, no doubt, wonder at this trouble 
from a perſon who wrote to you ſome time 

fince. You muſt know then, this comes to you 
from your old correſpondent, who wrote the famous 
poem of the pudding, and many other damned 
good pieces in the Freeman's Journal. The reaſon 
of my ſo long filence was this: From the time that 
you killed our renowned committee, Drab, Lank 
and Cant, our preſs was broke by your Batchelor, and 
the new committee was not able to maintain a wri- 
ter; ſo that I was ſet adrift, and was ſtarving with- 
out employment in my garret, until about a month 
before the late election, when I not only got à good 
ſum for my pen, but alſo for my vote ; for you 
muſt know I am a free citizen, Mr. Wagſtaffe, and 
a friend to trade. Oh, it was a glorious thing for 
me that the Marquis was invited, or J might by 
this time have rotted in a jail, or been ſtarved to 
death in my garret. Egad, fir, I was well paid for 
abuſing the Marquis, and puffing up the banker. 
My directions were to throw all the dirt I poſſibly 
could at the houſe of Leinſter, to repreſent the 
Marquis as an ignorant ſchool boy, and to abuſe the 
corporations who invited him, as if they were a 
parcel of ſhoe boys. As for you, I had particular 


orders to ſilence you, if poſſible. I was bid not to 


baulk any lies or ſcandal whatever, for the good of 
the cauſe. I was to perſuade the public, that you 
were not to be minded, as you were a Papiſt, a Ja- 
cobite, and a Jeſuit in diſguiſe. I was to make 
people believe, that you aimed at nothing leſs 
than to ruin the kingdom, by ſpeaking treaſon 
againſt the bank in Caſtle-ſtreet. All this I might 
do with the greateſt ſafety, as I always diſguiſed 
myſelf under the feigne names of Free Citizen, a 
Weaver, An Impartial Elector, and ſoforth. The 

Plin- 
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printers and publiſhers of our paper, alſo, can fling 
what dirt or ſcurrility they pleaſe at the Duke, or 


at any great perſonage, ſince their names are not 


inſerted in their paper ; whereas, Hoey is muzzled, 
and we take the advantage of that. 
Now, as I have declared to you nothing but the 
honeſt truth, I hope you will forgive me, when I 
aſſure you, Mr. Wagſtaffe, I muſt have either 
written, or periſhed with hunger. And fince I 
have gone ſo far, I will honeſtly own to you that 1 
am the author of the two long letters in the Free- 
man, ſigned, Civis, which have appeared ſince the 
election. You will, perhaps, wonder at the reaſons 
for writing them now, as the affair is all over. 
Our ſcheme was this : we wanted not only to tra- 
duce the Duke, the Marquis, and their whole par- 
25 as a ſet of rabble, but likewiſe to provoke you, to 
ay ſomething againſt Mr. Latouch's credit or cha- 
racter, which we might take hold of in law. Surely 
no body can imagine that I believed all I faid in favour 
of banks to be true. Every man muſt know, I could 
never be in earneſt when I ſaid, that Swift was a 
friend to bankers, ſince in his preſent ſtate of Ire- 
land, he wiſhed them all hanged. 
We had another reaſon too, which was to pre- 
judice all the trading people againſt your paper, and 
thereby to knock up the Mercury. Egad all we 
have for it, to hinder our journal from ſinking en- 
tirely, is to perſuade the merchants and traders that 
you are their enemy, and that you would ruin the 
trade of our city. We are very ſenſible that you 
are the favourite writer of the town, I have con- 
feſſed it in my letters. Yet have I ſcolded and 
abuſed the town, as a ſet of ſtupid blockheads, as 
fellows who have not common ſenſe, ſince they can 
be pleaſed with your ſpeculations. 
We have alſo traduced your character in the 
fineſt ſtroke of irony that ever was penned, by gad, 
in the note to my laſt letter. We call you that 
delicate, chaſte, and impartial writer, of pious and 
* moral 
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moral character: for ſince we cannot convince the 
town that you are a bad writer, we will, that you 
are a wicked, profligate man. 
* Now, dear fir, conſider our caſe is deſperate, as 
the election is now over, we poor writers for the 
Bog-houſe Journal, muſt ſt-cve if we are caſhiered, 
and all the chance we have of being employed, is 
the attacking your paper. If you do not think us 
worth your while, and will not anſwer us, our 
paper will not be read, and we may go beg. 
Do then, dear Mr. Wagſtaffe, (if you have any 
compaſſion for us poor wretches) keep up a paper 
war, or we ſhall be ruined, The leaſt notice taken 
by ſuch a writer as you, will give the public a high 
opinion of us. Beſides, J afſure you, I am well 
paid for every attack I make upon you. I know 
you to he u gentleman, who write meerly for your 
amuſement, though I call you a hireling ſetibler; 
and I am ſure it would give you pieaiure, that we 
poor creatures ſhould get bread by your means. 
© As to the Latin, and the quotations about Marius, 
I got them from an old ſchool-maſter in town, as I 
told you formerly I know no more of Latin than 
your horſe. I know not whether they were right 
or wrong, but they ſerved to cut a figure, and 
to make the committee think me a learned man. 
As to the French, you may eafily gueſs where | got 
that, and I aſſure you I know ſo much of it of 
late, as to know the Engliſh of U Argent. I once 
more requeſt you will anſwer my laft letter, and 
you will for ever moſt highly oblige, Sir, 

* Your moſt obedient and devoted ſervant, 
W * CYHUrRChman BAvxs.“ 
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Von hec ſolemnia nobis, 
Has ex more dapes, hanc tanti numi nis aram, 
Vana ſuperſtitio delerumde ignara Deorum 


Impoſuit : — — VI do. 


Theſe ſolemn rites, 

This feaſt accuſtom'd, and this altar rais'd, 
No ſuperſtition, no ungrounded fear, 

Nor ignorance of antient powers divine, 
On us impos'd : 


HAT inimitable maſter of irony, the great 
Swift, in his treatiſe called, Arguments againſt 
aboliſhing Chriſtianity, has laid down ſuch full and 
ſufficient reaſons, and has ſet forth in ſo clear a light, 
the inconveniences of aboliſhing what little portion of 
nominal religion we have amongſt us, that | think no 
reaſonable man ſhould deſite it. He has even removed 
that grand objection made to it, by thoſe fine gentle- 
men who call themſelves Free Thinkers, to wit, the 
ioſs of one day in ſeven to the community by the 
obſervation of the fabbath. But this he ſhews to be 
a meer cavil. He cannot, indeed, deny, but that it 
Light have been ſo formerly, but in this'very enlight- 
ened and refined age of free-thinking, the — is 
quite otherwiſe. x 
Sunday is now not the leaſt hinderance to either 
buſineſs or pleaſure. © What,” fays he, if men 
aof pleaſure are forced one day in the week to game 
at home, inſtead of the coffee- houſe, can there be 
** a more convenient ſeaſon for taking phyſic ? Are 
fewer cl—ps got upon Sundays than other days? 
s not that the chief day for traders to ſum up the 
accounts of the week, and lawyers to prepare their 
« briefs?” 
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« briefs?” He then proceeds in his uſual ſpirit of 
wit and humour, to demonſtrate that Chriſtianity (as 
it is at preſent profeſſed amongſt us) is neither a curb 
to the worldling in his moſt unlawful purſuits, nor 
lays the leaſt reffraine on the vicious appetites of men 
of pleaſure, but is 1ather of uſe to them ; as it fur- 
niſhes the former with hypocriſy, and the latter with 
oaths and abundance of wit, which otherwiſe they 
would be deficient in. 

I could wiſh moſt heartily, that Swift, when his 
hand was in, had undertaken the cauſe of CHRIST 
MAS, Which has not only Deiſtical, but even Chrif- 
tian enemies. 

It is alledged, that this feſtival cauſes much idle- 
neſs, loſs of time, riot and extravagance, amongſt 
people in the middle and lower ſtations of life. That 
the induſtrious tradeſman 1s kept idle by it in the city, 
and that all kind of country buſineſs is ſtopt. But 
that in Scotland, Turkey, Holland, and the Cape 
of Good Hope, where Chriſtmas is not regarded, the 
people are growing rich by induſtry at this time, 
whilſt we are beggaring ourſelves by keeping holy- 
days. 

To which I anſwer, that all this is a mere cavil, 
for that even in times of profeſſed Paganiſm, and 
many hundred years before Chriſtianity, people were 
kept idle in this ſeaſon of the year. The Greeks had 
their feaſts called Peloria, and the Romans their Satur- 
nalia in the month of December. 

During thoſe feaſts, the flaves were free; the maſ- 
ters attended upon their ſervants, and all diſtinction 
of rank and quality, was entirely laid afide ; inſo— 
much, that it looked like a prototype of that grand 
freedom, which mankind were afterwards to enjoy 
by the coming of the Meſſiah. That condeſcenſion 
and humility of the great towards the ſmall, ſeemed 
to be an emblem of that great pattern of humility 
who was afterward to ſet all diſtinction aſide, except 
that of good and bad. 

Should any man now-a-days attempt to enioin that 
kind of humility which was practiſed by the Heathens 
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in their Saturnalia, during this our Chriſtmas ; how 
would tuch a propofal be reliſhed by people of faſhion ? 
Would they not inſtantly cry out prieſtcraft? Could 
the authority, or even the example of the great Au- 
thor of our religion, enforce ſuch a precept? No! 
the ancient Heathens had ſome ſhow of religion, and 
preſerved an appearance of decency, which our mo- 
dern ones do not. Amongſt us, pride, ignorance, 
immorality, and a contempt of all things ſacred, 
ſupply the place of it. 

My friend Colonel Barnacle, who has a vaſt vene- 
ration for old cuſtoms, tells me, that he believes we 
ſhall all turn Pagans, “ for,” ſays he, © Chriſtmas 
is now ſcarce minded: plumb porridge is quite 

diſuſed, and I fear that mince pies will ſoon follow 
it. I fear, Mr. Wagſtaffe, that at length it will 
be thought ridiculous to have a plumb-pudding on 
a Chriſtmas day, Ah, my friend, we have nothing 
now but French kickſhaws, inſtead of our good old 
Chriſtmas cheer. Come down with me to Barna- 
cle hall, and there we will enjoy this ſeaſon as we 
*« ought. I always have my tenants turn about to 
dine with me during the twelve days; the cold 

chine and gooſe pye are never oft the hall table. 
In ſhort, my houſe is open to every body at this 
« ſeaſon.” 
For my part, | can ſee no great harm in keeping 
up ſome little feſtivity at this dead time of the 
year. The days are at the ſhorteſt, the weather 
generally bad; ſo that no great work could be done 
by the huſbandman at this ſefon ; and this 1s as good 
a time as any for the tradeſman to have ſome little 
reſpite from labour. Were it not that I ſhould be 
thought old faſhioned, I would ſay we ſhould com- 
memorate this glorious ſeaſon as the birth-day of our 
ſalvation, in which the great Redeemer of mankind 
condeſcended to become man for us, and to take our 
nature and our fins upon him. The only ſon of Him 
in whom we live, and move, and have our being ; 
had not wherein to lay his head, but was laid, (O 
ſhame to all hnman pride) in the manger of a ſtable 
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So that whilſt any ſhadow of Chriſtianity remaing 
amongſt us, we ſhould rejoice at this happy time; 
and laying aſide all ſtrife, envy and malice, every 
man ſhould bear good will and friendſhip to his 

neighbours, and with them celebrate this happy 
ſeaſon, in which peace, and eternal felicity, were 
conferred on mankind, 


MRI RNEBCEWEAGKGS 
No. 134. Saturday, Fanuary, 2, 1768. 


Bene eft : nihil amplius oro, 
Maia nate, ni ſi ut propria hec mibi munera faxis. 


Hon. 


M Y very ingenious kinſman, the celebrated 
Iſaac Bickerſtaff, has, in his eleventh lucu- 
bration, given a very exact genealogy of all our 
family, in a letter from the herald's office, figned, 
D. Dis rarr. He has there very judicioully ſet 
forth, all the collateral branches, and alſo has de- 
duced our whole race, ab origine In ſpeaking of 
the Wagſtaffs, he ſays, © hey are a merry, 
„ thoughtleſs fort of people, who have always been 
« opinionated of their own wit; they have turned 
* themſelves moſtly to poetry. This is the moſt 
« numerous branch of the family, and the pooreſt.” 
With great deference to my good coulin, I can fee 
no reaſon why he ſhould object poverty to us more 
than to other Staffs, unleſs it be for cur great love of 


pooh A maiden Aunt of mine, Mrs. Grizzel |} 


agſtaffe, cut him out in her will, on account of 
the above paſlage. 

| have no reſentment to his memory. as I am no 
poet, and have a good eſtate. Although I cannot 
rival him in merit, or fame, yet it is ſome conſola- 
tion to me that I outdo him in property. My fitter 


Letty uſed often to ſay, that it was great aſſurance 
in 


jrance 
In 
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in him, who wrote his lucubrations in his Sheer- 
lane garret, to talk ſo diſteſpectfully of our branch, 
which, as ſhe phraſes it, was the beſt feather in 
„his wing.” He has omitted, I know not for 
what reaſon, the Flag-Staffs, who have obtained 
ſuch glory in the Britiſh navy. Nor has he made 
the leaſt mention of the Staffs who built that 
part of Dublin, called, Crooked-Staff ; but that, 
I ſuppoſe was owing to his ignorance of this, our 
metropolis. ; 

Tho' family pride is by no'means my foible, yet 
every man who is deſcended from reputable anceſ- 
tors, ſhould uſe all honeſt endeavours to vindicate 
their memories from obloquy and detraction. It is 
true, I am not a Mileſian, but this I am pretty cer- 
tain of, that my anceſtor muſt undoubtedly have 
been in the Ark with Noah, and I believe that the 
oldeſt family in Europe cannot ſay more: if they 
can, I give up the cauſe, and acknowledge myſelf 
an upſtart. 

I know ſome of my enemies will be ready enough 
to ſay, that I am but a fellow of yeſterday, and that 
I rather bring diſgrace than honour to the Staffs : 
yet I can aflure them, that I beg leave to differ 
from them. Theſe my ſpeculations, tho' not in any 
degree equal to the lucubrations of my renowned 
kinſman, are nevertheleſs entertaining to many rea- 
ders. How far they may, be uſeful, I cannot ſay. 
Thus much I will venture to ſay without vanity, 
that 1 do not ſee any thing in this way offered to the 
public, which 1 like ſo well. Let Here judge for 
themſelves; perhaps I am partial. I may be thought 
like the generality of ſhop-keepers, who, each of 
them tells his cuſtomers, that he will uſe them better 
than any man in Dublin: this they often do, with- 
out any the leaſt intention of performing their pro- 
miſe, But I aſſure my cuſtomers, that is my rea- 
ders, that I mean to pleaſe them, and to give them 
the beſt goods | have. I have layed in a large aſ- 
ſortment of the beſt, and neweſt faſhions, for the 
year 1768, and if any other dealer in my wares can 
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furniſh them with better, I am determined to retire 
ſrom buſineſs. My ſole intention in writing, is to 
maintain the cauſe of truth and virtue ; I do not 
want to make a fortune by my friends, the public ; 
for, as Horace ſays in my motto, 


L have enough in my poſſeſſing. 
Tis well: 1 aſk no greater blefling, 

O Hermes ! than abſtract from ſtrife, 
To have and hold it for my life. 


From what I have ſaid above, I may, perhaps, be 
accuſed of egotiſm and vanity. 'The former is an 
error which we old men are apt to fall into, and the 
latter is a fault which all ſorts of writers are ſub- 
jet to. Methinks I hear the reader ſay, that the 
accuſation of Iſaac Bickerſtaff, againſt the Wag- 
ſtaffs, is juſt ; for this ſame Jeoffry, is an opinion- 
ated old fellow. 

Whilft I was ruminating on theſe matters, I was 
interrupted by the receipt of the following bil- 
let. 


© To the BATCHELOR. 


Dear. WAG. 


I Have not obſerved, that in any of your papers 
I you have given a receipt to cure a ſcolding wife. 
* It is a ſign you never had experience of one. I 
am married to a damned termagant, and ſhould be 
* glad you would give your thoughts, on that ſub- 
« je. , Dear Wag, yours, 2 

J | 
* Ronin CRABTREE,” 


IT muſt beg to be excuſed from giving Mr, Crab- 
tree any advice in a matter of this nature, leſt J 
ſhould incur the diſpleaſure of half the married 
ladies in town. But I ſhould * that amongſt 
the large collections of oak ſaplins in Crampton- 


court, or Hell, he might find a cure for his 'com- 
plaint. I would recommend it to him to uſe this 


medicine ſparingly at firſt; if that has not 2 ow 
re 
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fired effect, let him double the doſe; and if the 


diſtemper ſtill rages, in deſperate caſes, deſperate 
remedies mult be uled. 


SE TID C2 >FIIeS>ST MS 


No. 135. Tueſday, January 5. 


— — 


Quod iſti fortunatum putant. 
Uxoram nunquam habui ; ——= Tex. 


What many hold to be moſt fortunate, 
1 never with a wife was troubl'd yet. 


Have been often plagued by many of my acquain- 

tance, to know the reaſon why I never married. 
My conſtant reply, is, that I always. found the la- 
dies cruel. ** Ay, but,” fays ſome of the females, 
perhaps you have never tried, and that you accuſe 
« our ſex without reaſon ; or you may have been 
« croft in love in pou youth.” I aſſure them in 
general, the fault has not been mine, but that it 
was not my happineſs to pleaſe thoſe who were 
agreeable to me. In order, therefore, to ſatisfy all 
the male and female queriſts of my acquaintance, in 
this matter, and to acquit myſelf to the public for 
having lived to be that odious creature, an Orp 
BATCHELOR; I ſhall in this paper lay open all my 
courtſhips, to the candid reader, from my boyiſh 
days. 

About fifty years ago, I was of a very amorous 
diſpoſition, and was very near being taken in by a 
milliner's apprentice in London, who uſed to fringe 
cravats for me, which were then worn by boys as well 
as men. Very luckily for me, my father had know- 
ledge of it, and took me down to the country for a 
few months. When I returned to town, I enquired 
for my Dulcinea, who had vowed eternal conſtancy 
to me, and found ſhe had gone off with a mercer's 
apprentice, who lived in the ſame ſtreet. 


N 2 The 
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The next I | wp my addreſſes to was a young lady 


at Oxford, er mother, who was the widow of 
an officer, and had very little to depend on beſides 
a penſion, had brought her daughter thither, in order 
to pick up ſome young ſtudent for her at the uni- 
verſity Miſs Kitty Spontoon, for that was my 
enamorata's name, was, in my eyes, more beautiful 
than the poets deſcribe Venus to be, in ſhort, as 
Hudibras ſays to the widow, 


To bid me not to love 
Was to forbid my pulſe to move. 


J ſighed for her, danced and ſung for her, and 
would have ſacrificed myſelf for her. Cupid alſo 
inſpired me with poetry, for I wrote verſes in her 
praiſe, which ſhe ſeemed highly pleaſed with: for 
womenalways love flattery, eſpecially in the poetical 
ſtrain, let it be ever fo groſs. 


The ſun and moon by her bright eyes, 
Eclips'd and darken'd in the ſkies. 


It vexes me even at this day to tell the remainder 
of this ſtory ; for after the wedding day was fixed, 
and that I hade made her ſome preſents for the oc- 
caſion, ſuch as a watch, a diamond ring of ſome va- 
lue, and other trinkets, miſs and her mamma diſap- 
peared the morning of our intended nuptials. I 
need not inform my reader, of my fituation on be- 
ing informed that my intended bride had eloped 
with a young baronet, who was a ſtudent in the 
ſame college with me. I. ranted like Bajazet in 
ehains, and would have purſued them if | could 
have learned which way | 1 went ; but luckily I 
could get no intelligence of their route. Upon a 
little reflection, my love was ſoon converted into 


contempt, and I hated her, and the whole ſex on 


her account, for ſome time. I was determined 
never to marry, as ſhe had given me a diſtaſte 
to all women; bur I did not long hold to my 
reſolution. | 
When 
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When I was at the Temple, I was enamoured of 
a merchant's daughter in the city, who had love and 
money too. She was handſome, but was a great 
prude. I was captrvated with the modeſty of her 
air, and thought I was pretty ſecure in her, that ſhe 
would play me no tricks. But alas! how was J 
miſtaken. After having obtained her father's con- 
ſent, and all preliminaries ſettled on both fides, 
poor Miſs proved to have been three months gone 
with child, by her father's clerk. | 

After all theſe ſeveral diſappointments, I put 
all thoughts of marriage out of my head, 'till I 
went to Paris. I there fell deſperately in love with a 
lady whom I ſaw at the opera. I thought her the 
molt lovely creature I ever beheld. Her complexion 
was beyond any thing I had ſeen in my own coun- 
try. I entered into converſation with her, and 
found her perfectly agreeable, witty, and miſtreſs of 
that charming vivacity which is peculiar to the 
French ladies. I begged permiſſion to wait on 
her next morning. I went accordingly very early, 
with impatience, to viſit my angel ; but how was I 
ſurprized to find that my charmer owed all her 
youth and beauty to paint, and that ſhe was old 
enough to be my mother, I then thought all 
the ſex were cheats, and that ſhe was an emblem of 
them all. | 

I grew indifferent about matrimony *till I went 
to Conſtantinople, where I was deeply ſmitten by a 
Turkiſh lady of ſome repute, whom | would have 
married if ſhe would have turned Chriſtian, but ſhe 
wanted me to be circumciſed; ſo the match broke 
off, Were | as long winded as Richardſon, I could 
make out as long and tedious a ſtory of our loves 
and diftreſſes, on account of religion, as he does of 
Grandiſon and lady Clementina. 

When I returned from my travels, I was reſolved 
to try widows, and courted three of them ſuc- 
ceſſively, but was jilted by them all. I next laid 
cluſe ſiege to the novel lady, but as I have given 
account of her, and of the breaking off of that 
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match, in one of my firſt ſpeculations, I ſhall not 
here repeat it. 

After all theſe fruitleſs attempts to enter into this 
happy ſtate, I have long ſince made my mind eaſy 
about it. I look upon marriage to be either the 
happieſt, or the wretchedeſt ſtate imaginable. It is 
like the conſtitution of Great Britain, the beſt in 
the world, if the proper balance is kept up. 
Where the ſubjects encroach too far upon the pre- 
rogatives of the crown, or the liberties of the peo- 
ple are invaded, there civil wars and miſeries enſue, 
In like manner, if the huſband and wife do not ſup- 
port the relative duties of love and protection on 

the one part; and love, gratitude, and obedience 
on the other; the laſt ſtate of that man is worſe 
than the firſt, Where the huſband is a tyrant, or 
the wife a termagant ; where he will exert his pow- 
er beyond reaſon, or ſhe will claim authority which 
does not belong to her ; there marriage is a curſe, 
It is as Hudibras ſays, only 


6A beaſt that carries double in foul way.“ 


But when manly ſenſe and fortitude, are tempered 
by female modeſty and ſweetneſs, then the caſe is 
otherwiſe ; the man like the ſun ſhines in his proper 
ſphere ; and the wife and children, like the moon 
and planets, ſhine with their borrowed luſtre from 
him. If, therefore, people in the married ſtate 
would be happy, let them follow the advice of the 
poet, 


Let huſbands govern, gentle wives obey.” 
W 
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No. 136. Saturday, January 9. 


— 


— —5 


— ic collige mecum. Hon. 


OEY, the other day, brought me a large 

pacquet of letters, which were left for me at 
his ſhop. I was under the diſagreeable neceſſity of 
committing to the flames many elaborate produc- 
tions, which, no doubt, muſt have coſt the writers 
ſome pains. Some of my correſpondents may feel 
concern on the deſtruction of theſe bantlings of 
their brains, as parents muſt have done in thoſe 
Grecian ſtates where monſters were ſtifled at their 
birth, Such of their letters, however, as were 
worth collecting, I have preſerved for the entertain- 
ment of my readers, and | here preſent them as 
they are, without any ſort of alteration, The re a- 
dear will perceive, from the circumſtances, that 
they have all been wrote ſome time. 


* To Jreorrry Wacsrarre, Eg; at the Mercury 
* in Parliament-ſirget. 


«SI R, 


b \HIS comes to you from one of the moſt un- 
? happy girls upon earth, You muſt know, 
* fir, I am the daughter of a man in trade in this 
town, who is * e rich. I was courted by a 
* young lad in buſineſs, and who lives within a 
* ſtreet of us. Oh! Mr. Wagſtaffe, he is one of 
* the ſweeteſt young fellows you ever ſaw, He has 
fine black hair, good teeth, is well made, and the 
* merrielt creature in the world. I he match was 
* made up, and all, every thing ſettled for our 
marriage, when all of a ſudden, it was broke off 


by theſe curſed party affairs: for you muſt know 
N 4 my 
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my papa was a violent Baboon, and Mr. Freeman, 
my lover, was a Badger, as they call them. My 
papa is ſo angry with him for voting againſt the 
* of his country, as he ſays, that he ſwears 
r. Freeman ſhall never have a child of his, and 
has forbid him his houſe. But we write to one 
another conſtantly, and I am ſure he loves me as 
well as he does his life. My mamma does all ſhe 
can for me, but my papa is obſtinate. Now, Mr. 
Wagſtaffe, as he conſtantly reads your ſpecula- 
tions, perhaps if you would write ſomething in 
my favour, my papa might be ſoftned, and you 

will greatly oblige, dear Mr. Wagſtaffe, 

* Your humble ſervant to command, 

PariEN CE BABOOx. 


* To the BaTCHELoR, in Parliament: ſtreet. 


Mr. Wagſtaffe, Chriſt mass day. 


F the greatelt encouragement given to ſtrangers 

be praiſe-worthy, I believe Ireland may claim 
the prize from every other nation upon earth. 
Men of merit who come hither for places and em- 
ployments, are very highly carefled amongſt us, 
and with great juſtice. We think we can never 
pay them compliment enough. This is ſo certaia 
a maxim, that many Iriſh men have been obliged 
to change their names, and deny the place of 
their nativity, in order to meet with any en- 
couragement, or even common civility, in their 
native country. 
Now, fir, what ſhall we ſay to the number of 
vagabond Jews, who have the impudence to im- 


pole on the public by their juggling tricks? Fel- 


lows who, if they had the power of doing it, 
would juſt ferve us, as their anceſtors did the great 
author of our religion. One of them ſays he 
will return after Chriſtmas. I make no doubt 
but he will, and bring his whole tribe with him, 
ſince this ſeems to be the Land of Promiſe to our 


« dear brethren of the Circumciſion. 
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* Were it not that Chriſtianity is almoſt entirely 
out of faſhion amongſt polite people, I could aſſure 
them, that a trifle at this good ſeaſon, - beſtowed 
upon our poor, miſerable, helpleſs fellow Chriſ- 
* tians, would be more acceptable in the eyes of 
© him whom the Jews crucified, than the vaſt ſums 


3 


they have moſt profuſely, and not to ſay infa- 


* mouſly, thrown away on the tribe of Gad. 
* I am, fir, your moſt humble ſervant, 
* Timothy TELLTRUTH,) 


* A Monſieur WAGSTAFFE. 


6 EGAR, Monſieur Wagſtaffe, you mak a de 
6. very mal reflection upon my contry. Parblieu 
* we have you in France, we put you into de Baf- 
tile. Fat a diable you ſay in your Bagatelle, 
your ſpeculation, dat we Frenchmen be not ſo 
good as your Iriſhmen, but begar you be mouch 
© miſtaken. We come here for de ſake of our reli- 
* gion, and we get de L'argent into de bargain, and 
* we Care not vat you or any body can ſay, We 
* teaſh you de jonteel air, de dance, de friſſe your 
* hair, and de cook your meat. You be de vary ſavage 
© yidout us. Derefore no more reflection on m 
* contry, or begar me vill play de diable vid you in 
de Bog-houſe Joinal. Monſieur Wagſtaffe, 
Votre tres humble ſerviteur, 
** Jacques GRENOUILLLE,! 


* To Jeorrky WacsTarrs, Eq. 


« Honeſt Jeff. 


should be glad to know whether you ſet up for 
q I an aſtrologer and conjurer, as your coulin Iſaac 
* Bckerſlaff pretended to be. At any rate, we all 
© know that he finiſhed poor Patridge the Alman- 
* ack-maker by his predictions. 


© Now, my buſineſs is this: I am a great adven- 


* turer in the ſeveral 9 and if you have got 
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your kinſman's art, ſhould be glad to know what 
ſucce's I am likely to have. 1 am very ſuperſti- 
tious in-this way, and would give any thing for a 
lucky number. I could not fleep well until the 
20,000]. prize was drawn, but now ] am pretty 
eaſy. If you give me any ſort of ſpecimen of 
your ſkill, | will wait on you, and tell you the 
numbers of my tickets. I will, if I can, againſt 
the next drawing. tity to get No 1707 ® or No. 
137, as they are lucky numbers; but No. 1570 
has certainly come up a blank in the Exchange 
Scheme I will keep whatever you tell me a pro- 
found ſecret, and am your well-wiſher, 

* SOLOMON CHANCE ' 


To Jeorrry WacsTarFre, Eſq; at the Mercury in 
Parliament: ſreet. 


81 R, 


1 wiſhing you a merry Chriſtmas, &c, 
your molt obedient, and moſt obſequious hum- 
ble ſervant, to commmand, 

* Boy Lacoxic.' 


— — 


From the Mercury in Parliament-flreet. 


To the Printer of the DusLin Mercury, 
SIR, 


Am a member of the church by law eſtabliſhed, 
have the higheſt deference for the ſacred order 


and a particular reſpe&t for my pariſh miniſter ; 


whom 1 have always confidered as a worthy man, 
and a uſeful preacher. Inftead of that barren and 
dry morality, which we hear ſo frequently retailed 


from 


No. 1107, the number polled by the marquis of Xi/dare 


en the late election: his majority over Mr, Loteuche, 137, 
whoſe whole number was 1570. 
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from our pulp this gentleman preaches evangeli- 
cal righteouſneſs ; opens and explains the original 
ſcriptures, and ſeems to be learned in the ſacred 
language. Laſt Chriſtmaſs day he gave us a ſer- 
mon, which I thought both edifying and entertain- 
ing. The text indeed was ſomewhat ſingular, be- 
ing a very obſcure and difficult paſſage in the 
book of Exodus ; but his explication of it was 
new and ingenious; and the important docttine, 
which he deduced from it, ſtrictly ſuited to the 
ſolemn ſeaſon. 

After what I have ſaid of this diſcourſe, you will 
naturally ſuppoſe I was much ſurprized to find it 
condemned in the Freeman's journal of the 29th ult * 


as 


* To the COMMIT T E E for conducting the 
| FREE-PRESS. 


GenTLEMEN, 


1 Am a Country Gentleman, lately come to this Town, to- 


take my Paſſage on board the firſt Ship for England. Being 
delayed by contrary Winds, until this holy Salon came on, 
I thought it my Duty, as it has always been my Cuſtom, to 
celebrated the Nativity of our Saviour, and therefore begged 
of my Landlord to conduct me to his Paruh Church, on that 
great Feſtival 

The good Man, having the like Diſpoſition, readily agreed. 
We went together, and he greatly raiſed my Expectations by 
telling me I ſhould hear a very famous Preacher. Our Cler- 
gyman,“ added he, ** 1s not like one of your Country Cu- 
rates, who gives you a dull Collection of old muſty Sermons 
in Rotation; nor is he like the honeſt Fellow, celebrated 
in the Spectator, Sir Roger—what d'ye-callum's Chaplain, 
who told his Audience, candidly, that he was to preach 
out of Taylor, Tilletſon, or ſome other eminent Divine's 
Works. No, Sir, our Doctor has a ſufficient Fund of his 
own. He is a very learned Divine; and not leſs famous as a 
Lawyer, Stateſman, Poet and political Writer, But, I will 
not further anticipate. You ſhall judge for yourſelf.” 

After this you may imagine, I expected to hear a Sermon 
well penned and better delivered, upon the glorious Occaſion 
of the folermm Anniverſary, upon ſome of the many Texrs to 
be found among the Prophets or the Evangeliſts, particularly 

| | in 


—— —— — 
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as a low performance, and the preacher himſelf tra- 


duced and villified in the moſt opprobrious and viru-- 


lent terms. Upon reading this libel, I called on my 


paſtor, and frankly aiked him, whether he had ſeen 
it? He told me, he had, but thought it too mean 
to deſerve his notice; and that as ſeveral teſpecta ble 
and eminent perſonages had been groſsly abuſed, 


ridiculed 


in thoſe Portions of Scripture appointed ſor the Service of 
the Day, foreteliing or confirming that great and moſt inte- 
reſting Truth, the Coming of the Messian. 

But alas! this made no part of the edifying Diſcourſe, as 
you may eaſily judge from the Text. Our learned Divine moſt 
certainly had forgot himſelf; for he gave us a Diſcourſe upon 
a Text lo remote from the Subject, that it was not poflible, 
without main Force, to uſher in any Thing properly occaſional. 
The Words, he choſe for his Text, were taken from the Book 
of Exodus, ch. xxxiii. v. 23. And 1 will take away mine 
Hand, and thou ſhalt ſee my Back- parts, but my Face ſhall 
not be ſeen.” 

It is unneceſſary to point out any forced Comments upon this 
inapplicable portion of Scripture. It is eaſy to ſee the utmolt 
it can in Reaſon admit of. My La dlord, as well as I, was 
dilappointed. As we came out of Church, I aſked the fa- 
mous Clergyman's Name. He told me it was ; but 
that he was better known by the Name of Hag/iaffe. That 
he was ſo ſubtile a Wiiter of Politics, that his Writings paſt 
for the ProduCti-ns of a Jeſuit. That he was engaged, not 
only to write againft Preſbytery, but to abuſe and villify tne 
Preſbyterians, in which he ſpared not any Claſs of Proteſtants, 


but laſhed at the very Cauſe of Proteſtantiſm, and that, in a 


periodical Paper, publiſhed by a Papiſt. Notwithſtanding 
which, it was ſome Tire ago expected, he would ſhortly be 
promoted by the latereſt of certain Rulers in the City or the 
State, for the groſſeſt but moſt groundleſs Abuſe of a certain 
favourite Tribune of the People, whoſe Character, long ſince, 
has ſtood the Teſt of Time and Temptation. He added, that 
ſince this Reverend Divine had been ſo deeply engaged in that 
Paper, his Reputation as « Clergyman and a Preacher, had 
Suffered not a little in the public Eitimation. 

Who does not lament the Fall of this learned Divine | What 
a Fall was there ! — From {ſetting forth the Truth of God's 
Word, to the Illuſtration and Confirmation of our holy Reli- 
gion, and the Salvation of Souls, to the paying court to the 
Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs, at the Expence of Truth, Morals 
and Religion Oh ! Shame ! Shame ! Shame ! Should 


not theſe careleſs Parſons, let me not call them a be 
a ept 
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ridiculed and ſlandered by the gentlemen conduftors of 


the Free Preſs, he was utterly unconcerned at an 
ſcurrilities uttered by that clan of paltry ſcriblers 
whom he had always held in the utmoſt contempt. 
He faid, however, there was one particular, wherein 
he wiſhed to undeceive the public ; aſſuring me with 
ſolemn aſſeverations, that, altho' the Free-man had 
been pleaſed to give him the title of WacsTarees, 
he never was the author of a fingle paper under 
that character, nor had he any knowledge of the 
perſon, who aſſumed it. 

In regard to a gentigman, whom I highly eſteem, 
I theretoie was induced to write this narrative, and 
Mr. Hoey, by giving it a place in his paper, will 
highly oblige his 

Moſt humble and obedient ſervant, 

Sackville-flreet, 11th of Jan. A CHURCH-MAN. 
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No. 1 37. Saturday, January 16. 


Virti, of late, to ſuch a height is grown, 
All artifts are encourag'd——but our own. ANON, 


* To JeorFrRy WAGSTAFFE, EV. 


Mr. BaTCHeLOR, 


IAM an old one like yourſelf, have all my ſenſes 
I perfect, and enjoy a large ſhare of health; for 
* which 


kept cloſer to the Duties of their Sphere, by the Ordinary ? 
Should they not be kept to the Homilies, or of ſome good Pieces 
of well-known practical Divinity, until their Biſhops read and 
approve their Sermons ? And ſhould not the Sureriors make 
their inferior Clergy live ſtrictly within the Rules of their 
Vocations ? | | 
I am, Gentlemen, | 
Your's, &c. 
25th Dec. 1767. A LAYMAN, 


278 The BATCHELOR. No. 137. 


* which ſubſtantial and ineſtimable bleſſings, I pour 
out my fincereſt thanks to the all-good beſtower 
of them, every night when I repoſe upon my pil- 
low, and every morning as ſoon as my eye-lids are 
uncloſed : I was always of an inquiſitive, com- 
municative diſpoſition, and have been ſo long cele- 
brated at the Globe for a facetious and entertain- 
ing companion, that I begin to think mylelf tho- 
roughly qualified to become a correſpondent of 
* yours ; my friends have told me as much; and 
* where is the man, young or old, who can lay his 
hand upon his heart, and ſag, © I am proof againſt 
« flattery.“ 
If you will accept of my correſpondence, I will 
* take particular notice of every little intereſting 
* anecdote and adventure I happen to meet with, in 
my walks thro” this metropolis, or in my rides of a 
* ſunday; ſo, I hope you, and your readers, will 
think me a mighty agreeable fort of a man, and 
« prodigioufly entertaining, | 
Writers of all capacities, whether verſe-men or 
« proſe-men, are, in my humble opinion, a public- 
: Firited ſet of people, and ought not to be irreve- 
* rently treated. Nay, 1 think the government 
© ſhould diſtinguiſh them in an uncommon manner; 
* for whether they commit harmonious numbers, or 
* wretched rhyine ; tuneful periods, or heavy para- 
* graphs ; ſenſe, or nonſenſe, to the preſs, they 
contribute to the conſumption of that valuable 
* commodity, paper, and are, therefore, the lauda- 
* ble encouragers of the chief avxiliarly manufac- 
* ture of our ſtaple one, I mean the linen ; a manu- 
* faQture, which, for its extenſive utility, cannot be 
too highly commended, too vigorouſly ſupported, 
nor too powertully patronized. 
I have myſelf a great deal of this public - ſpirit- 
* edneſs in me, and ſhall therefore ſcribble away 
© tofis wiribus, with all my might, for the ſervice of 
« MexcuRy, who makes and circulates more paper, 
every Tueſday and Saturday, through this city and 
kingdom, than all our bankers together, of whoſe 
"ith. * merit 
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merit on this very ſcore, ſo much has been lately 
advanced by the friends of trade. 

Thus far by way of introduction to your ac- 
quaintance, I thought neceſſary from a new correi- 
pondent : but to ſome buſineſs before we part for 
* the preſent. 

* As I am an Iriſh old Batchelor, and a true lover 
of my native land, I cannot ſee the 2 
of foreign artiſts preferred to the labours of my 
own countrymen, without indignation: nor can 
1 help thinking people of diſtinction, and thoſe 
who are fond of aping them, cenſurable for giving 
encouragement to the former, and treating the 
latter with indifference and neglect. 

* Curiolity induced me a few days ago, to accept 
of an invitation from a gentleman in this town, to 
ſee his collection of paintings, in which I had 
heard, there was a great many Capital pieces. 1 
am a great admirer of the piQtorial art, and will 
venture to ſay Jam a little of a conoifſeur. I will 
confeſs honeſtly. fir, that I beheld the genuine per- 
formances of ſeveral eminent foreign maſters, now 
no more, with delight; but I muſt alſo tell you 
freely, that there are ſeveral rifing geniuſſes in this 
kingdom, who, it properly patronized, would pro- 
duce pieces not inferior to the moſt celebrated an- 
tiques ; many of which I will notſcruple to affirm, 
are elaborate copies, and palmed upon people of 
fortune, by thoſe pretenders to taſte, thoſe ſworn 
foes to our own painters, the dealers, for originals. 
We had a WArdel, a Spooner, and a Barret z our 
neglect of their great merit, baniſhed them to 
England. Shee breathed amongſt us, and lately 
died in diſtreſs. Carver we yet have, but he 
* is preparing to leave us: for ſhame, gentlemen, 
* Iriſhmen, preſerve one genius to yourſelves of all 
* your ſtock. 

Upon. my return from viewing the collection of 
paintings above mentioned, | met Mr. Carver in 
* the ſtreet. After an interchange of compliments, 
and learning where I had been, he aſked me how I 


liked 
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liked the collection. There are ſeveral finiſhed 
„pieces,“ ſaid I, © but I want to ſee ſome paint- 
«« ings by Iriſh hands, and particulaily by your own, 
„ in other places beſide the exhibition room,” 
„Why,“ replied he, © I have ſome pieces at home 
** which would be no diſgrace to a gentleman's dining- 
* room, but then they would be known to be mine, 
and nobody would vouchſafe to look on the paul- 
* try daubings. Indeed if I had recourſe to the 
dealers arts, made uſe of the Spaltham pot, and 
40 2 it out that they were executed by fignor 
« Somebodini, all the connoiſſeurs in town would 
e flock about them, examine them attentively with 
„their glaſſes, and cry out with rapture l hat 
© flriking attitudes /——what warm colouring |—wwhat 
40 maſſes of light and Shade - what à rich fore 


« ground — Did you ever ſee any thing more riant ! — 


If you have leiſure,” continued he,“ to go with 


© me to my houſe, Iwill ſhew you a piece | have 
lately finiſhed, that, perhaps, you may think has 
„ ſome merit.” | readily accepted of his invitation, 
and found he had not uttered a vain boaſt; fer indeed 
© he ſhewed me a piece executed in ſo maiterly a 
* manner, that I could have gazed on it for hours 
* with the higheſt ſatisfaction, but that I was pained, 
to ſee ſo much merit unadmired, and unrewarded. 
If you, brother Batchelor, are deſirous of being 
* thought an encourager of genius, you will warmly 
© recommend this man, and endeavour to convince 
men of fortune and faſhion, that Ireland produces 
excellent painters, as well as France, Italy, Flan- 
ders, or England. By complying with this re- 
« queſt, you will be admired and eſteemed by a 
« great many deferving young fellows, and particu- 
« larly oblige, 
* Your conttant reader and friend, 
« HUMPHREY HEARTLY. 
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No. 138. 


Saturday, January 2.3. 


* 


A Minuti 
Semper & infirmi eft animi exiguigue voluptat, 
Un, — — JuvenaLl. 


Have ever held in the higheſt admiration that 

noble ſeatiment in my motto, which, in my 
opinion, is one of the fineſt that ever flowed 
from an uninſpired pen; That revenge is the delight of 
a narrow, and always af a weak and little mind, 
Perhaps it may favour a little too much of the old 
Batchelor, if I mention, that the ſame poet ſays in 
another place, that none delights in revenge more than 
a woman ; but it mult be conſidered, that Juvenal 
was as impolite to the ladies as Swift, and therefore 
they regard but lictle what either of them can 
ſay. 

"The deſire of revenge, is certainly one of the 
moſt helliſh fiends that can poſſibly torment the hu- 
man brealt: for it not only renders the unhappy 
perſon poſſeſſed of it miſerable, but alſo every one 
around him. Revenge is the offspring of pride, 
engendered by anger: it prompts men to retaliate 
injuries whether real or imaginary. Where this 
curſed poiſon once gets admiſſion into the mind, 
how effectually does it corrode the whole intellectual 
maſs? It rankles and feſters there, until it have 
wrought dreadful operations on the wretched pa- 
tient. Others may poſlibly ſuffer by it, but in the 
end the revengeful man is a certain victim to his 
own paſſion. It would be endleſs to recount the 


variety of miſchiels which ever have proceeded 
Hiſtory fur- 
Il vo- 
lumes, 


from this dire hell- hound, Revenge. 
niſhes us with as many inſtances as would 
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lumes, and our own daily experience, alas! is 


too fruitful of examples of the woeful effects of 
it. 
That celebrated ſaying of a Roman orator, Nor 
nitet me, mortales tnimicitias, ſempiternas amicitias 
abere ; ** I do not repent that my enmities are 
mortal, and my friendſhips are immortal,” Livy 
tells us was received with ſuch univerſal appro- 
bation, that it became a proverbial expreſſion at 
Rome. The Romans had many noble ſentiments 
of this kind frequently in their mouths, and yet 
] believe, nature never formed a ſet of people 
more addicted to revenge than the inhabitants of 
that city have been, ſince the days of Romulus to 
the preſent time, Could any thing demonſtrate 
their cruel thirſt of it more than their triumphs ? 


They were not content to poſſeſs the territories of 


others by opprellion, but they muſt alſo enjoy them 
by inſult. Thus did- they, in imitation of the 
proud Seſoſtris, harn'ſs monarchs ta their chariot 
awheels. 

Plutarch tells us, that when Paulus ZEmilius 
made his public entry after the conqueſt of Mace- 
donia, and that the unhappy Perieus (tho' a worth- 
leſs and bad prince) was oblerved, with his two 
ſons and a daughter, marching amidſt the train of 
priſoners, nature was then too hard for cuſtom, and 
many of the ſpectators melted into tears. The an- 
tient Romans, itis true, in their public affairs ſome- 
times overlooked affronts, or what they called inju- 
ries, from other nations, upon a due ſubmiſſion, 
where it was their intcre{t ſo to do; but the final 


deſtruQtion of Carthage, was a ſignal inſtance of 


their unforgiving temper. Individuals in their private 
commerce with each other, I am perſuaded, were 
not ſo implacable as the preſent Italians ; nor were 
thoſe brave people ſo expert at poiſon, the dagger, 
or ſtiletto, as the preſent cowardly poſſeſſors of 

their country. 
We find in the brute creation, that in general, 
animals indued with the leaſt ſtrength of body, = 
| tne 
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the moſt ſpiteful. We ſhall by analogy find the 
ſame thing to hold ow in the human ſpecies, in 
proportion to the faculties of the ſoul. Men of 
noble and generous minds, like the princely lion, 
will — a low and ſordid revenge over creatures 
of a leſſer ſize. They will leave it to the creeping 
animalcula of the creation to keep in memory thote 
things, which it is the greateſt glory to forget. 

Some, perhaps, will ſay, that the deſire of re- 
venging an injury 1s an innate principle, ſo engraf- 
ted 1n the nature of ſome men, that they cannot 
ſhake it off. But this is only to ſay, that they have 
ſtronger paſſions, and weaker underſtandings, than 
other men. People of this ſort will take fire at the 
leaſt provocation, and will go any lengths to ſatiate 
their revenge. But let ſuch conſider, that to for- 
give an injury, is the higheſt poſſible perfection of 
human nature, that hereby we blunt the malice of 
our enemies, and that herein do we imitate the ſu- 
preme goodneſs, who forgiveth the numberleſs of- 
fences whereby we almott hourly affront him. 

I ſhould proceed further upon this lubject in a 
moral way, but that I fear my friends of the Wipe- 
a— ſe Journal, might perhaps ſay I was once more 

ot into a pulpit. I cannot conceive what could 
induce thoſe fools to think me a preacher, when 1 
have ſo oſten told them | was a layman. And [ 
conceive, that as ſuch, I am not qualihed to hold 
forth unleſs in a conventicle, or ſwadling meeting 
houſe. But I will leave them ſtill in their vain 
imaginations, and turn my back parts upon them, 
as the only revenge I deſire on that collection of 
profound idiots, who think they can patch up the 
affairs of the nation, with as much eaſe as a tinker 
mends an old bellows. \ 1 
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From the Mercury in Parliament-ſtreet. 


An ArgLocy for the Gentleman Conductors of 
the Free- Preſs. 


7 elegant wits, who ſupport the free preſs, 
I hope, will allow me the freedom to gueſs, 


Why dirt, which is held ſo offenſive and hateful 
By all human creatures, to them is ſo grateful : 
And ſurely we muſt not ſuppoſe, they are (wine, 
Or think them endu'd with a nature canine, 
But ought to conclude, that this kind of ſenſation 
Proceeds from a ſordid and low education; 


And, doubtleſs. their writings, if thought worth the 


reading, 
Will clearly point out both their birth and their 
breeding. X 


A RIDDLE. 


DEP! am I, in ew'ry part 

O ſcience, and the powers of art : 
All that is knowable. I know, 
Through all the world, bath high and low. 
Without the aid, of eye, or ear, 
Or pallat's ſenſe, can taſle, ſee, hear : 
Can dance without, or legs, or feet ; 
An without voice, can firg moſt ſaweet, 
In greateſt crowds I'm ſtill alone; 
Among i them land, when all are gone. 
Where nothing is. can find a treaſure ; 
In greateſt pain, feel greateſt pleaſure, 
My properties do far ſur mount 
What all the world, befides, can count. 
But what is firange ! and yet 'tis true ; 
Fools give me more than wiſe can do. 


Anſaver. NO-BODY,., 
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Scribimus indocti doctigue poemata paſſim. Hos. 


Verſe is the trade of every living wight, 
For every deſperate blockhead dares to write. 


T is ſtrange, what a propenſity every man has to 
poetry, who can juſt write common Engliſh, and 
torture the four and twenty letters to his poetical 
purpoſe. I ſuppoſe they imagine that metre hides 
nonſenſe better than proſe, as the French clap lon 
ruffles to their ſhirts, in order to diſguiſe the Bp: ae 
of their linen. But they are much miſtaken, for non- 
ſenſe is the ſame whether in ſober proſe, or proſe 
run mad. Or perhaps they think that a poet mounted 
on his lofty Pegaſus, is a being of ſuperior rank to a 
poor humble pedeſtrian proſe writer, and look down 
upon him with as much diſdain, as the Eaſtern Spahis 
do upon the Infantry. 

I am told that when young actors firſt go to the 
manager of a theatre to be hired, if they are aſked 
wherein their talents lie, they all cry out for tragedy. 
Juſt ſo our young writers contemn profe, as much as 
young players do comedy. Hence, 'in a great mea- 
ſure, we may account for fuch a ſcarcity of good 
proſe writers, and comedians ; and that the world is 
ſo peſtered with bad poets, and tragedians. As the 
manager of this paper, the BAT cht Loa, I have 
often regretted the curſed itch for bad poetry which 
at preſent rages amongſt my correſpondents. I could 
moſt heartily wiſh they would employ their time and 
-pains on humble proſe, inſtead of hobbling wretch- 
edly in wicked rhimes. Not but I admire. poetry as 
much as any man, when it is good, but then as Swift 
ſays, 


« Our 
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“ Our chilling climate hardly bears 

A ſprig of Bays in fifty years, 
While every fool his claim alledges, 
“As if it grew on common hedges.” 


And again he ſays, 


« Brutes find out where their talents lie; 
„A Bear will not attempt to fly; 

„The dog by inſtinct turns aſide, 

© Who ſees the ditch too deep and wide; 
« A founder'd horſe will oft 3 

„ Before he leaps a five barr'd gate; 

* But man, we find, the only creature, 
„Who led by folly, combats nature; 

« And where ſhe loudly cries forbear, 

« With obſtinacy fixes there.” 


Nature has made nothing in vain, nor has ſhe ſent 
any man into the world without a capacity to anſwer 
ſome purpoſe in life; but to very few has ſhe given a 
true genius, or taſte to ſtrike the muſe's lyre. A man 
of tolerable parts, by application and attention to the 
manner and ſtile of good writers, may in time write 
tolerable proſe, whereas, he may rack his brains un- 
til he is grey, and never write a line of ſterling poetry ; 
or if his talents will not reach either, and are rather 
of the corporeal, than the mental kind, I would can- 
didly adviſe ſuch a perſon to apply them as nature 
deſigned them, viz. to mechanical operations. He 
who cannot write a poem or an eſſay, may draw out 
an accompt very exactly, or cut a very good figure 
behind a counter, Or he who is endued only with 
bodily ſtrength, may be uſeful to ſociety as a coal 
porter, or chairman. 

It is odd, that the people of this metropolis, 
who blindly follow the faſhions of London in 
every other reſpect, ſhould yet differ from them in 
this. For poetry is there at preſent quite out of 
vogue. All the Grub- ſtreet gartets are full of proſe 

| writers 
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writers in the novel way. One of theſe indeed, | | 
ſometimes runs mad, and then takes poſſeſſion of the | 
poets corner in news-papers. | 

But if ſome are determined, as Hudibras ſays, l 
„In the ſpight, \ 
Of nature and their ſtars to write,” ! 
] will give them a recipe to make any nonſenſe, in 1 
verſe or proſe, paſs current on the public. Let them | 
not by any means let it be known that they are natives, 
Let them fay they were born in any other country 
upon earth, and they will be admired. A Hottentot, 
or a Cherokee, will meet with more countenance than 
an Iriſhman in his own country. This we have plain 
demonſtration of in the Iriſh manufaQtures. The 
cloaths, the ſilks, the hats, and in ſhort, every thing 
made in Dublin, is bad, meerly becauſe made in 
Dublin. 
| ſent One would imagine that the fea air had the effect 
aſwer of rendering thoſe kinds of goods better, as they ſay 
ven a it does our wines. I would therefore have an Iriſh- 
man man, who means to get applauſe as a writer, to deny 
to the his country, or elſe to ſend his traſh to be printed in 
write London, and then let it be re-printed here from the 
as un- London edition. I dare venture to ſay, that theſe 
vetry 3 my ſpeculations would never have pleaſed the good 
rather people of this country ſo well, had I been born 
d can- amongſt them — But to return to my ſubje&t. 
nature Though this is not the iſland of Poers, as they ſay 
. He it was formerly of SainTs, I could with that ſome of | 
01 out my ingenious correſpondents would come off their | 
| figure high horſe, and ſend me ſome eſſays or letters in 
ly with proſe. The faſhion and form of the times ; the lux- | 
a coal ury, idleneſs, and vices of the men: and the extra- | 
vagance, gaming, and follies of the women; will | 
ropolis, | furniſh matter enough for a thouſand papers. I give | 
don in them full I'berty to laſh the bet, ayers, or diſcouragers 
them in of their native country, under feigned characters. | 


out offi Theſe are directions which I give to my correſpou- 


of proſe dents in general. But there are three, who mull here 
writers be 
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be excepted, and whoſe favours ſhall be always ac- 
ceptable to me, either in verſe or proſe ; I mean thoſe 

gentlemen who wrote the ingenious Epigrams and 

pitaphs laſt winter in the Mercury ; and my eſteemed 
friend J. C. nor muſt I here forget my ingenious friend 
Mifs LeTTY LoverouTn, who is equally ſprightly 
in both. 'To theſe four favourites of the muſes, I give 
an unlimited power of ſending me what they from 
time to time ſhall think proper; they ſhall be 
welcome to me on horſeback or on foot. As inn- 
keepers give a kind reception to thoſe travellers whom 
they are ſure to be gainers by, ſo ſhall I to thoſe I 
mentioned, as I am certain their cuſtom will enrich 
my paultry compoſitions. , 

P. S. As an encouragement to authors, and to fave 
their bluſhing, I have ordered Hoey, in imitation of 
the cradle at the work-houſe, to fix a box at one of 
the ſquares of his ſhop window, with an aper- . 
ture open to the ſtreet, for the reception of fich 
brats of wit and humour whoſe parents chuſe to dro 
them; and that ſo contrived, as to be acceſſible by 
night or day, without the leaſt danger of obſervation. 


Ehe box was put up this morning. W 


END of VOI. IL 


